Sociology; A conceptual paradigm

Sociology is the study of society
A social science involvipg the study of the social lives of people, groups, and societies,

Sociology is the scientlfic study of social behavior, including its origins, development, organization, and
institutions.It is a social science that uses various methods of empirical investigation and critical analysis to
develop a body of knowledge about social order, social disorder and social change.

» Sociology is the study of human social relationships and institutions. Sociology’s subject matter is diverse,
ranging from crime to religion, from the family to the state, from the divisions of race and social class to
the shared beliefs of a common culture, and from social stability to radical change in whole societies.

» Unifying the study of these diverse subjects of study is sociology’s purpose of understanding how human
action and consciousness both shape and are shaped by surrounding cultural and soclal structures.

» Sociology is an exciting and illuminating field of study that analyzes and explains important matters in our
personal lives, our communities, and the world.

< At the personal level, sociology investigates the social causes and consequences of such things as
romantic love, racial and gender identity, family conflict, deviant behavior, aging, and religious
faith.

At the societal level, sociology examines and explains matters like crime and law, poverty and wealth,
prejudice and discrimination, schools and education, business firms, urban community, and social
movements.

< At the global level, sociology studies such phenomena as population growth and migration, war
and peace, and economic development.

» Sociologists emphasize the careful gathering and analysis of evidence about social life to develop and enrich
our understanding of key social processes. The research methods sociologists use are varied. Sociologists
observe the everyday life of groups, conduct large-scale surveys, interpret historical documents, analyze census
data, study video-taped interactions, interview participants of groups, and conduct laboratory experiments.

» Students who have been well trained in sociology know how to think critically about human social life,
and how to ask important research questions. They know how to design good social research projects,
carefully collect and analyze empirical data, and formulate and present their research findings. Students trained
in sociology also know how to help others understand the way the social world works and how it might be
changed for the better. Most generally, they have learned how to think, evaluate, and communicate clearly,
creatively, and effectively. These are all abilities of tremendous value in a wide variety of vocational callings
and professions. :

Origins

s Social analysis has origins in the common stock of Western knowledge and philosophy, and has been carried
out from as far back as the time of ancient Greek philosopher Plato, if not before. The origin of the survey,
i.c., the collection of information from a sample of individuals, can be traced back to at least the Domesday
Book in 1086, while ancient philosophers such as Confucius wrote on the importance of social roles. There is
evidence of early sociology in medieval Islam. Some consider IbnKhaldun, a 14th-century Arab Islamic
scholar from North Africa (Tunisia), to have been the first sociologist and father of sociology (see Early -
Islamic philosophy#Branches); his Mugaddimah was perhaps the first work to advance social-scientific
reasoning on social cohesion and social conflict.

s The word sociology (or "sociologie”) is derived from both Latin and Greek origins. The Latin word: socius,
"companion"; the suffix -logy, "the study of" from Greek-Aoylo. from Adyog, /dgos, "word", "knowledge".

o It was first coined in 1780 by the French essayist Emmanuel-Joseph Sieyés (1748-1836) in an unpublished
manuscript.

o Sociology was later defined independently by the French philosopher of science, Auguste Comte (1798
1857), in 1838. Comte used this term to describe a new way of looking at society. Comte had earlier used the term
"social physics", but that had subsequently been appropriated by others, most notably the Belgian statistician
AdolpheQuetelet.

Foundations of the academic discipline

Formal academic sociology was established by Emile Durkheim (1858-1917), who developed positivism as a

foundation to practical social| research. While Durkheim rejected much of the detail of Comte's philosophy, he
retained and refined its method, maintaining that the social sciences are a logical continuation of the natural ones into
the realm of human activity, and insisting that they may retain the same objectivity, rationalism, and approach to
causality.Durkheim set up the first European department of sociology at the University of Bordeaux in 1895,
publishing his Rules of the Sociological Method (1895). For Durkheim, sociology could be described as the "science
of Institutions, their genesis and their functxom?g". Pmkhelm's monograph, Suicide (1897) is considered a seminal
work in statistical analysis by contemporary sociologists.

Scope

Culture

Whi!e, cultu.ral sociology sees all social phenomena as i.nhcrently cultural. Sociology of culture often attempts to
explain certain cultural phenomena as a product of social processes, while cultural sociology sees cultu
potential explanation of social phenomena. 1@ 8s.a
Art, music and literature

Soclology of literature, film, and art is a subset of the sociology of culture. This field studie
artistic objects and its social implications. None of the founding fathers of sociology produc
but they did develop ideas that were subsequently applied to literature by others.

\ A A4

s the social production of
ed a detailed study of art,

Criminality, deviance, law and punishment
Criminologists analyse the nature, causes, and control of criminal activity,
psychology, and the behavioural sciences. The sociology of deviance foc;x
norms, including both formally enacted rules (e.g., crime) and informal viol

.

drawing upon methods across sociology,
Ses on actions or behaviours that violate
ations of cultural norms.
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Sociology of law
The study of law played a significant role in the formation of classical soclology, Durkhelm famously described law

as the "visible symbol" of social solidarity. The sociology of law refers to both a sub-dlscipline of soclology and an

approach within the field of legal studies. Sociology of law Is a diverse field of study that examines the Interactlon of

law with other aspects of society, such as the development of legal institutions and the effect of laws on saclal change
and vice versa. For example, an influential recent work in the field relies on statistical analyses to argue that the
increase in incarceration in the US over the last 30 years is due to changes in law and policing and not to an increase
in crime; and that this increase significantly contributes to maintaining raclal stratificatlon,

Communications and information technologles
The sociology of communications and information technologios includes "the soclal aspects of computing, the
Internet, new media, computer networks, and other communication and Information technologles".

Media

‘As with cultural studies, media study is a distinct discipline that owes to the convergence of soclology and other
social sciences and humanities, in particular, literary criticism and critical theory. Though the production process o
the critique of aesthetic forms is not in the remit of sociologlsts, analyses of gsoclallzing factors, such as I«!r:uloglcnl
effects and audience reception, stem from sociological theory and method. Thus the 'soclology of the media’ 15 not @

sub discipline, but the media is a common and often-indispensable topic.

. Economic sociology

Economic sociology arose as a new approach to the analysls of cconomic phenomena, emphasising class relations
2zd modernity as a philosophical concept. The relationship between capitalism and modernity I3 a ?all:nl 'fx'flgc,
perhaps best demonstrated in Weber's The Protestant Ethic and the Spirlt of Capltalism (1905) and Simmel's 7 he
Philosophy of Money (1900). The contemporary period of economic soclology, also known as new economlc
soziology, was consolidated by the 1985 work of Mark Granovetter titled vEeonomle Action and Soclal Structure:
Wwork, employment, and industry

Tk sociology of work, or industrial sociology, examines "the direction and implications of trends in technalogical
change, globalisation, labour markets, work organisation, managerial practices and employment relations to the
=:ent 10 which these trends are intimately related to changing patterns of incquality in modemn societies and to the

ging experiences of individuals and families the ways in which workers challenge, resist and make their own
<cniburions to the patterning of work and shaping of work institutions."

Zducation

%2 sociology of education is the study
=r outcomes. It is particularly concerne
n this field by James Coleman, known as the
ucets and found that student background and socio
cucational outcomes than are measured differences in sc

of how educational institutions determine soclal structures, experiences, and
d with the schooling systems of modern industrial socicties. A classic 1966
"Coleman Report", analysed the performance of over 150,000
cconomic status are much more important in determining

hool resources (f.e. per pupil spending).

Environment
Environmental sociology is the study of human interactions with the natural environment, typically emphasizing

~uman dimensions of environmental problems, social impacts of those problems, and efforts to resolve them. As with
ormer sub-fields of sociology, scholarship in environmental sociology may be at one or multiple levels of analysis,
Zom zlobal (e.g. world-systems) to local, societal to individual. Attention is paid also to the processes by which
:=1ronmental problems become defined and known to humans. As argued by notable environmental sociologist John
my Foster, the predecessor to modemn environmental sociology is Marx's analysis of the metabolic rift, which

=ced contzmporary thought on sustainability. Environmental sociology is often interdisciplinary and overlaps
=e sociology of risk, rural sociology and the sociology of disaster.

Euaman ecology

Z-=zn ecology deals with interdisciplinary study of the relationship between humans and their natural, soclal, and
= eavironments. In addition to Environmental sociology, this field overlaps with architectural soclology, urban
:-z:clogy, and to some extent visual sociology. In tum, visual sociology—which is concerned with all visual
<ions of social life—overlaps with media studles in that it utilizes photography, film and other technologies of

Family, gender, and sexuality :

=zmily, gender and sexuality form a broad arca of inquiry studied in many sub-fields of soclology. The sociology of
“2mily examines the family, as an institution and unit of socialisation, with speclal concern for the comparatively
- historical emergence of the nuclear family and its distinct gender roles. The notlon of "childhood" is also
ficant. As one of the more basic institutions to which one 'may apply soclological perspectives, the soclold y of
family is a common component on introductory academic curricula, Feminist sociology, on th; other hundB is a
~-—arive sub-field that observes and critiques the cultural categories of gender and sexuality, pnnlculurly'Wllb

rzszect to power and inequality.

Eealth, illness, and the body
Tre sociology of health and illness focuses on the social effects of, and public attitudes toward, illnesses, diseases
' BVEy Wi v

mental health and disabilities. This sub-ficld also overlaps with gerontolo
: . . : gy and the study of the agei
i\;?gf;al sogx(])logy, by contgast, d!'(:cuscasI on tZT ulmcr-workings of medical organisations nncyl clinical ﬁfslt':{;ul'i);zzcslsn
ritain, sociology was introduced into the medical curriculum following the G .
it socileey vt o g the Goodenough Report (1944),
A subfield of the sociology of health and illness that overlaps with cul
: tural sociolo, 8
bereavement, sometimes referred to broadly as the sociology of death. This topﬁ:y Il: :::(cc:l\u;ll}(lio((]‘ dlmhl g ""(;
Douglas Davies and Michael C. Kearl. PGSy BERESG
Knowledge and science
n] - . !
whi:hs?tc::ilsoegsy ::dk:??}’,l:‘igf; c::st;he stu.({y ot; (l’hc relationship between human thought and the soclal context within
hich s ; e Gmmprcval u;(gi; cla;'s ha.vo on societies, The term first camo into widespread use In the
i an-speaking theorists, mast notably Max Scheler, and Karl Mannhelm, wrote
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extensively on it. With the dominance of functionalism through the middle years of the 20th century, the sociology of
knowledge tended to remain on the periphery of mainstream sociological thought.

Peace, war, and conflict .

This subfield of sociology studies, broadly, the dynamics of war, conflict reSf)!utlon, peace m9vements, war
refugees, conflict resolution and military institutions. As a subset of this subfield, ml!xtary _socnology aims toward the
systematic study of the military as a social group rather than as an organisation. It is a hl_ghly specmhzed sub-field
which examines issues related to service personnel as a distinct group with coerced collective action based on shared
interests linked to survival in vocation and combat, with purposes and values that are more defined and narrow than
within civil society. Military sociology also concerns civilian-military relations and interactions between other groups
or governmental agencies. Topics include the dominant assumptions held by those.m the mnhta}r'y, c_hanges in military
members' willingness to fight, military unionization, military professionalism, the mcr?ase:d u'tlllzatlon of women, the
military industrial-academic complex, the military's dependence on research, and the institutional and organizational
structure of military.

Political sociology ) L . .

Historically political sociology concerned the relations between political organisation and socyzty. A typical r?scarch
question in this area might be: "Why do so few American citizens choose to vote?" In this respect questions of
political opinion formation brought about some of the pioneering uses of statistical survey rese_arch by Paul

Lazarsfeld. A major subfield of political sociology developed in relation to such questions, which drav_vs on
comparative history to analyse socio-political trends.

" Population and demography . . .

Demographers or sociologists of population study the size, composition and change over time of a given population.
Demographers study how these characteristics impact, or are impacted by, various social, economi.c or politif:al
systems. The study of population is also closely related to human ecology and environmental sociology, which
studies a populations relationship with the surrounding environment and often overlaps with urban or rural sociology.
Researchers in this ficld may study the movement of populations: transportation, migrations, diaspora, etc., which
falls into the subfield known as Mobilities studies and is closely related to human geography. Demographers may
also study spread of disease within a given population or epidemiology.

Race and ethnic relations

The sociology of race and of ethnic relations is the area of the discipline that studies the social, political, and
economic relations between races and ethnicities at all levels of society. This area encompasses the study of racism,
residential segregation, and other complex social processes between different racial and ethnic groups. This research
frequently interacts with other areas of sociology such as stratification and social psychology, as well as with
postcolonial theory. At the level of political policy, ethnic relations are discussed in terms of either assimilationism or
multiculturalism. Anti-racism forms another style of policy, particularly popular in the 1960s and 70s.

Religion

The sociology of religion concerns the practices, historical backgrounds, developments, universal themes and roles
of religion in society. There is particular emphasis on the recurring role of religion in all societies and throughout
recorded history. The sociology of religion is distinguished from the philosophy of religion in that sociologists do not

set out to assess the validity of religious truth-claims, instead assuming what Peter L. Berger has described as a
position of "n‘!et.hod_ological atheism". It may be said that the modern formal discipline of sociology began with the
analysis of religion in Durkheim's 1897 study of suicide rates among Roman Catholic and Protestant populations.

Social change

The sociol?g)'/ of.change and development attempts to understand how societies develop and how they can be
changed. Within this field, sociologists often use macro-sociological methods or historical-comparative methods. In
contemporary studies of soc:la] chang?, there is overlaps with intemational'dcvelopment or community development.

However, most of the founders of sociology had theories of social change based on their study of history.
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