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Topic:

✓ Same word but different parts of speech, 
Foreign words, Idioms List (T-Z).

✓ One word substitution.

Lecture: 12+13
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USAGE OF WORDS AS VARIOUS PARTS OF SPEECH

About
Adverb He is walking about. 
Preposition There is something pleasing about him. 

Above

Noun Our blessings come from above.
Adjective Read the above sentence carefully.
Adverb The heavens are above.
Preposition The moral law is above the civil law.

After

Adjective After ages will sing his glory.
Adverb They arrived soon after.
Preposition She takes after her mother.
Conjunction They arrived after the train had left the station.
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USAGE OF WORDS AS VARIOUS PARTS OF SPEECH

All

Noun He lost his all in a hurry.
Pronoun All spoke in his favour.
Adjective All men are mortal.
Adverb He was all alone when I saw him.

Any
Pronoun Does any of you know anything about it?
Adjective Is there any witness?
Adverb Is that any better? 

As
Relative Pronoun She likes the same colour as I do.
Adverb He ran as fast as he could.
Conjunction As he was poor, I helped him.



English Language-12+13

USAGE OF WORDS AS VARIOUS PARTS OF SPEECH

Before
Adverb I have seen you before.
Preposition He came before the appointed time.
Conjunction He went away before I came.

Better
Noun Give place to your betters.
Adjective I think you have a better plan.
Adverb I know him better/I know better.

Both
Pronoun Both of them are dead.
Adjective You cannot have it both ways.
Conjunction Both the cashier and the accountant are Hindus. 
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USAGE OF WORDS AS VARIOUS PARTS OF SPEECH

But

Noun But me no buts.
Relative Pronoun There is no one but likes him.
Verb But me no buts.

Adverb
It is but (only) right to admit our faults. (but = only, just)
You are but a child. 

Preposition None but (except) the brave deserves the fair.
Conjunction We tried hard, but did not succeed.

Down

Noun He has seen the ups and downs of life.
Adjective The down train has left the station.
Verb Try to down him/Down the tyrant!
Adverb Down went the Royal George.
Preposition She came down the hill.
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USAGE OF WORDS AS VARIOUS PARTS OF SPEECH

Either

Pronoun Ask either of them. Either will do.
Adjective He is watching either side of the river.

Conjunction You must either work or starve.
Either come in or go out.

Enough
Noun I have had enough of this.
Adjective There is enough time to spare.
Adverb You know well enough what I mean.

Even
Verb Let us even the ground.
Adjective The chances are even. 
Adverb Does she even suspect the danger?

Except
Verb If we except Harry, all are to be blamed.
Preposition All the brethren were on Egypt except Benjamin.
Conjunction I will not let them go except you bless me. 
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USAGE OF WORDS AS VARIOUS PARTS OF SPEECH

Fast Verb Muslims fast in the month of Ramadan.
Adverb Naim walks fast. 

For Preposition I can do it for myself. 
Conjunction He cannot do this now, for he is ill.

Few Pronoun Few know where he is.
Adjective There are few men here.

Honour Noun Ned Stark is a man of honour. 
Verb Everyone honours him. 

Like
Adjective They are men of like build and stature.
Verb We like junk foods. 
Preposition Don’t act like stupid.

Little
Noun I want some of it but little. 
Adjective There is a little danger in going there. 
Adverb She eats very little.
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USAGE OF WORDS AS VARIOUS PARTS OF SPEECH

More
Pronoun More of us die in bed than out of it. 
Adjective We want more men like him. 
Adverb You should talk less and work more. 

Much
Pronoun Much of this apprehension is wrong. 
Adjective There is much sense in what he says. 
Adverb She talks too much. 

Near

Adjective He is a near relation.
Verb The time nears.
Adverb Draw (come) near and listen.
Preposition My house is near the church.

Neither
Pronoun It is difficult to negotiate where neither will trust.
Adjective Neither statement is true. 
Conjunction Give me neither poverty nor riches. 
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USAGE OF WORDS AS VARIOUS PARTS OF SPEECH

No
Pronoun The authority won’t take a no from us.
Adjective It is no joke. 
Adverb Stephen Hawking is no more. 

Next
Noun Who is your next?
Adjective My family will arrive in London next Sunday.
Preposition They are standing next her.

Only
Adjective It was his only chance.
Adverb He was only an idiot. 
Conjunction You may go there, only remain silent. 

Over
Noun In one over he took four wickets.
Adverb Read it over carefully. 
Preposition A great change has come over it. 
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USAGE OF WORDS AS VARIOUS PARTS OF SPEECH

Right
Noun Freedom of speech is our fundamental right. 
Adjective We have chosen the right man for the job.
Adverb Do it right. 

Round

Noun Our team played well in the first round.
Adjective A square peg in a round hole. 
Verb The preachers rounded the temple silently.
Adverb At last, they came round to a solution.
Preposition The earth moves round the sun.

Since
Preposition I haven’t seen him since last Monday. 
Conjunction Many days have passed since I saw you last. 
Adverb I have not seen him since.
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USAGE OF WORDS AS VARIOUS PARTS OF SPEECH

That

Distributive Pronoun That is what I want.
Relative Pronoun The evil that men do remains after their death. 
Adjective What is that noise?
Adverb I don’t have that much money. 
Conjunction We all should study hard that we may succeed in life. 

Up
Noun We all have ups and downs in our life. 
Adverb Prices of essential commodities are going up. 
Preposition The climber went up the hill. 

While
Noun Sit down and rest a while.
Verb They while away their time in idleness.
Conjunction While he is a great poet, he is greater dramatist. 
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USAGE OF WORDS AS VARIOUS PARTS OF SPEECH

Why

Noun I don’t know the why and wherefore of it.
Interjection Why, it is surely Rana!
Interrogative Adverb Why did he come here?
Relative Adverb I know the reason why he did it.

Wrong

Noun He has done no wrong.
Adjective You have followed the wrong path.
Verb You have wronged me.
Adverb He has done wrong/He led me wrong. 

Yet
Adverb There is more talk yet to be told.
Conjunction He is unable, yet willing.
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 ‘Muslims fast during Ramadan.’ Here the word ‘fast’ is-

(a) an adjective

(b) an adverb 

(c) a verb

(d) a noun

POLL QUESTION-01
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➢ Which ‘but’ is a preposition?   [41st BCS]
 (a) It is but right to admit our faults. (b) What can we do but sit and wait? 
 (c) We tried hard, but did not succeed. (d) There is no one but likes him. 

➢ ‘Please write to me at the above address.’  [40th BCS]
 The word ‘above’ in this sentence is a/an–
 (a) noun (b) adjective (c) pronoun (d) adverb
➢ The sun went down. The underlined word is used here as a/an:  [38th BCS]
 (a) preposition (b) adverb (c) noun (d) conjunction

➢ The day of my sister’s marriage is drawing near’ The underlined word is a/an. [25th BCS]
 (a) adjective (b) verb (c) preposition (d) adverb

BCS PREVIOUS YEARS' QUESTIONS 
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 Ab initio (Latin): From the beginning.

 Aborigine (Latin): Native, any of the earliest known inhabitants of a certain region.

 Actionnaire (French): Shareholder.

 Actualite (French): Real existence; appropriateness.

 Ad hoc (Latin): For the special purpose.

 Ad interim (Latin): In the meantime; temporary.

 Ad libitum (Latin): As one pleases.

 Ad referendum (Latin): For further consideration.

 Ad valorem (Latin): According to value.

 A Dio (Italian): To God; Addio! Adieu!

IMPORTANT FOREIGN WORDS 
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 Agamemnon (Greek): The leader of the Greeks in the Trojan war, king of Mycenae.

 Aide (French): An assistant, a helper, a mate.

 Air noble (French): An air of distinction.

 Ajax (Latin, Greek): The Greek hero next to Achilles in the Trojan war.

 Alectryon (Greek): A cock.

 Vive la (French): Long live!

 Alopecia (Latin, Greek): Fox mange : a skin disease, which destroys the hair; baldness.

 Allure (French): Mien, gait, air.

 Alpeen (Irish): A cudgel.

 Alter ego (Latin): One’s second self, a very close friend, a representative.

IMPORTANT FOREIGN WORDS 
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 Affair d’amour (French): A love affair.

 A’la mode (French): According to the custom; in fashion.

 Alma Mater (Latin): Benign mother; A term applied by students to the school, college or 

university where they have been educated.

 Anno Christi (Latin): In the year of Christ.

 Anno Dontini (Latin): In the year of Christ.

 Ante Meridiem (Latin): Before noon.

 Ars longa, vita brevis (Latin): Art is long, life is short.

 Au contraire (Latin): On the contrary.

 Au revoir (French): Adieu, until we meet again.

 Auto (Spanish): An act, a drama.

IMPORTANT FOREIGN WORDS 
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 Bacchus (Latin, Greek): The god of wine.

 Basta (Italian): Enough ! No more !

 Bastide (French): A French country house.

 Beau garcon (French): A handsome man.

 Beau jour (French): Fine day, good times.

 Beaux-arts (French): The fine arts.

 Beneficiare (French): The person receiving berndtites.

 Bene qui latiut bene vixit (Latin): He has lived who has lived obscure.

 Billet-doux (French): A love letter.

 Bonn fide (Latin): In good faith.

IMPORTANT FOREIGN WORDS 



English Language-12+13

 Bonhomie(French): Good nature.

 Bonjour (French): Good day; good morning.

 Bon voyage (French): A good journey to you.

 Boutique (French): A shop. tradesman’s stock.

 Bourgeoisie (French): The social class between the aristocracy and the working class; 

middle class.

 Bravo (Italian): Well done; splendid.

 Cadre (French): A frame, a scheme; a list of officers.

 Cafe (French): Coffee.

 Camaraderie (French): Comrade; Friendly fellowship.

 Carpe diem (Latin): Enjoy the present day.

IMPORTANT FOREIGN WORDS 
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Intermission
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IDIOMS

IDIOMS & PHRASES MEANING IN ENGLISH MEANING IN BENGALI
Take heart To cheer oneself up সাহস করা 
Tell (sb) off Scold/reprimand কাউকক বকাবকক করা, ভর্ৎসনা করা
Take to one’s heels Run off, escape ছুকে পালাকনা
Take one to task To rebuke or scold নযূনতম কিক্ষা, ললখা-পড়া ও অংক 
Three ‘R’s Reading, writing, arithmetic প্রাথকমক জ্ঞান

Throw cold water on 
To discourage somebody by 
showing indifference to it 

উর্সাহ নষ্ট করা 

Tittle-tattle Gossip লখািগল্প/পরচচৎা করা
Tit for tat Like for like লেমন কমৎ লতমন ফল 
To the point Pertinent সুসংগত 
Tooth and nail With all power সবৎিকি কিকে
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IDIOMS

IDIOMS & PHRASES MEANING IN ENGLISH MEANING IN BENGALI
Tread on one’s toes To give offence to someone কাউকক অপমান বা লছাে করা 
Turn a deaf ear To disregard কাকন না লতালা
Turn over a new leaf To change for the better নতুন জীবন আরম্ভ করা 
Take into account Consider কবকবচনা করা
Through and through Completely সম্পযর্ৎভাকব
Through thick & thin Through all difficulties সব অবস্থাকতই, সুকখ-িুুঃকখ একসাকথ থাকা
To and fro Hither and thither একিক ওকিক
To kick the bucket Die মারা োওো
To make good To compensate ক্ষকতপযরর্ করা
To keep one’s head To keep calm িান্ত থাকা
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IDIOMS

IDIOMS & PHRASES MEANING IN ENGLISH MEANING IN BENGALI
To sit on the fence To remain neutral কনরকপক্ষ হওো
To end in smoke To come to nothing বৃথা
Three score Three times twenty ষাে
Turn down Refuse প্রতূাখান করা
Touch and go Risky ঝুুঁককপযর্ৎ

Tighten one’s belt Reduce unnecessary expenditure
অথৎননকতক সংককের সমে অপ্রকোজনীে
বূে কমাকনা

Throw up the sponge Give up the contest হার মানা
Throw light on Clarify, explain বূাখূা করা, সহজকবাধ করা
Talk through one’s hat To speak foolishly লবাকার মত কথা বলা
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IDIOMS

IDIOMS & PHRASES MEANING IN ENGLISH MEANING IN BENGALI

Take for granted Beg the question
সাক্ষূ প্রমার্ ছাড়া না লভকব লকাকনা
ককছুকক সতূ বকল ধকর লনওো

Trial and error To learn form the mistake
কবকভন্ন উপাকে সমসূা সমাধাকনর লচষ্টা
করকত কগকে কৃত ভুকলর মাধূকম লিখা

To be partial of sth To prefer something অতূকধক পছন্দ করা
Try tooth and nail To try hard কক ার লচষ্টা করা

Take after
Similiarity/resemblance btween 
two persons

িুইজন বূকির মকধূ কমল বা সািৃিূতা

Take full advantage Make good use
সকবৎাত্তম বূবহার করা, সক কভাকব কাকজ
লাগাকনা
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IDIOMS

IDIOMS & PHRASES MEANING IN ENGLISH MEANING IN BENGALI
Under a cloud Suspicious সকন্দহভাজন
Under lock and key Safe, secure কনরাপি, তালাবদ্ধ
Under the thumb Completely under one’s control পুকরাপুকর বাধূ
Under one’s nose In one’s very presence কাকরা লচাকখর সামকন, নাককর ডগাে
Under the weather Slightly ill/sick সামানূ অসুস্থ
Up and downs Rise and fall উত্থানপতন

Upper hand
More power and control than 
anyone

কাকরা লচকে লবকি সুকবধা/কতৃৎত্ব

Up and doing Be serious  উক  পকড় লাগা 
Up to one’s ears Fully occupied with অকনক কাজ

Vicious circle
The situation which cannot be 
changed

িুষ্টচক্র, লে অবস্থার পকরবতৎন করা োে
না
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IDIOMS

IDIOMS & PHRASES MEANING IN ENGLISH MEANING IN BENGALI
Vote rigging Making vote foregery লভাে জাকলোকত করা
Vanish into the air Disappear হ ার্ উধাও হওো

Value judgment
Judgement depends on own 
perspective

বূকিগত িৃকষ্টভকি কনভৎর মতামত/রাে

Vice versa The terms being exchanged কবপরীতক্রকম
Weather the storm Recovery কবপি কাকেকে ও া
Widow’s mite Small contribution of a poor 

man
িকরকের কু্ষে িান

Weed out To get rid of মুি হওো
Ways and means Methods উপাে-উপকরর্
Weal and woe In good & bad fortune সুকখ-িুুঃকখ
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IDIOMS

IDIOMS & PHRASES MEANING IN ENGLISH MEANING IN BENGALI

White elephant 
Costly or troublesome possession 
useless to its owner 

বূে সাধূ 

White collar job Job without physical exercise
দিকহক পকরশ্রম করকত হেনা বরং
মানকসক প্রকচষ্টা দ্বারা করা োে এমন
কাজ, বাবুকাজ

Work against the clock
Work fast, work with utmost 
speed

সমে কম বকল দ্রুততার সাকথ কাজ
করা

To wash one’s dirty linen in 
public

To do some ugly work in public জনসমু্মকখ কুর্কসত কাজ করা

With impunity Without any kind of punishment লকাকনা প্রকার িাকি বূকতকরকক
Watch out for Look out, be caustious সতকৎ/সজাগ হওো
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IDIOMS

IDIOMS & PHRASES MEANING IN ENGLISH MEANING IN BENGALI
White lie Lie considered to be harmless সিুকেকিূ কমথূা কথা 
Wild goose chase A foolish and fruitless search পণ্ডশ্রম/অসম্ভকবর জনূ 
Win hands down Win very easily খুব সহকজ লজতা
With one voice Unanimously সবৎসম্মতক্রকম
Without reserve Fully, completely, implicity সম্পযর্ৎ, পুকরাপুকর, সকন্দহাতীতভাকব
With flying colors victorious কবজকের লগৌরব
Without issue Childless সন্তানহীন
White colour job A job without manual labour িারীকরক পকরশ্রমহীন কাজ
Worth his salt A man with high position উচ্চ সম্মাকনর বূকি
Wolf in sheep’s clothing Hypocrite ভণ্ড
With open arms Warmly অতূন্ত কবনকের সাকথ আিকর
Yellow dog Mean person হীন বূকি
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➢ The phrase ‘sine die’ means-      [43rd BCS]

 (a) half-heartedly (b) doubtfully 

 (c) fixed (d) uncertain 

➢ The phrase “nouveau fiche” means-      [35th BCS]

 (a) Riche rich (b) Well off

 (c) New high class (d) New rich

➢ Cul de sac-      [22nd BCS]

 (a) selection (b) dead end

 (c) error (d) bubble

BCS PREVIOUS YEARS′ QUESTIONS



English Language-12+13

ONE WORD SUBSTITUTION
❑ One who is out to subvert a government - Anarchist
❑ One who is recovering from illness - Convalescent
❑ One who is all powerful - Omnipotent
❑ One who is present everywhere - Omnipresent
❑ One who knows everything - Omniscient
❑ One who is easily deceived - Gullible
❑ One who does not make mistakes - Infallible
❑ One who can do anything for money - Mercenary
❑ One who has no money - Pauper
❑ One who changes sides – Turncoat
❑ One who works for free - Volunteer
❑ One who loves books - Bibliophile
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ONE WORD SUBSTITUTION
❑ One who can speak two languages - Bilingual

❑ One who loves mankind - Philanthropist

❑ One who hates mankind - Misanthrope

❑ One who looks on the bright side of things - Optimist

❑ One who looks on the dark side of things - Pessimist

❑ One who doubts the existence of god - Agnostic

❑ One who pretends to be what he is not - Hypocrite

❑ One incapable of being tired - Indefatigable

❑ One who helps others Good - Samaritan

❑ One who copies from other writers - Plagiarist
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ONE WORD SUBSTITUTION
❑ One who hates women - Misogynist

❑ One who knows many languages - Polyglot

❑ One who is fond of sensuous pleasures - Epicure

❑ One who thinks only of himself - Egoist

❑ One who thinks only of welfare of women - Feminist

❑ One who is indifferent to pleasure or pain - Stoic

❑ One who is quite like a woman - Effeminate

❑ One who has strange habits – Eccentric

❑ One who speaks less - Reticent

❑ One who goes on foot - Pedestrian
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ONE WORD SUBSTITUTION
❑ One who believes in fate - Fatalist

❑ One who dies without a Will - Intestate

❑ One who always thinks himself to be ill - Valetudinarian

❑ A Government by the people - Democracy

❑ A Government by a king or queen - Monarchy

❑ A Government by the officials - Bureaucracy

❑ A Government by the rich - Plutocracy

❑ A Government by the few - Oligarchy

❑ A Government by the Nobles - Aristocracy

❑ A Government by one - Autocracy
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ONE WORD SUBSTITUTION
❑ Rule by the mob - Mobocracy

❑ That through which light can pass - Transparent

❑ That through which light cannot pass - Opaque

❑ That through which light can partly pass - Translucent

❑ A sentence whose meaning is unclear - Ambiguous

❑ A place where orphans live - Orphanage

❑ That which cannot be described - Indescribable

❑ That which cannot be imitated - Inimitable

❑ That which cannot be avoided - Inevitable

❑ A position for which no salary is paid - Honorary
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ONE WORD SUBSTITUTION
❑ That which cannot be defended - Indefensible

❑ Practice of having several wives - Polygamy

❑ Practice of having several husbands - Polyandry

❑ Practice of having one wife or husband - Monogamy

❑ Practice of having two wives or husbands - Bigamy

❑ That which is not likely to happen - Improbable

❑ People living at the same time - Contemporaries

❑ A book published after the death of its author - Posthumas

❑ A book written by an unknown author - Anonymous

❑ A life history written by oneself - Autobiography
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ONE WORD SUBSTITUTION
❑ A life history written by somebody else - Biography

❑ People who work together - Colleagues

❑ One who eats too much - Glutton

❑ That which cannot be satisfied - Insatiable

❑ One who questions everything - Cynic

❑ A flesh eating animal - Carnivorous

❑ A grass eating animal - Herbivorous

❑ One who lives in a foreign country - Immigrant

❑ To transfer one's authority to another - Delegate

❑ One who is a newcomer - Neophyte
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ONE WORD SUBSTITUTION
❑ That which is lawful - Legal

❑ That which is against law - Illegal

❑ One who is unmarried - Celibate

❑ A game in which no one wins - Draw

❑ A study of man - Anthropology

❑ A study of races - Ethnology

❑ A study of the body - Physiology

❑ A study of animals - Zoology

❑ A study of birds - Ornithology

❑ A study of ancient things - Archaeology



English Language-12+13

ONE WORD SUBSTITUTION
❑ A study of derivation of words - Etymology

❑ Murder of a human being - Homicide

❑ Murder of a father - Patricide

❑ Murder of a mother - Matricide

❑ Murder of an brother - Fratricide

❑ Murder of an infant - Infanticide

❑ Murder of self - Suicide

❑ Murder of the king - Regicide

❑ To free somebody from all blame - Exonerate

❑ To write under a different name - Pseudonym
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ONE WORD SUBSTITUTION
❑ A thing no longer in use - Obsolete

❑ A handwriting that cannot be read - Illegible

❑ Words written on the tomb of a person - Epitaph

❑ One who is greedy for money - Avaricious

❑ Something that cannot be imitated - Inimitable

❑ One who doesn't know how to read and write - Illiterate

❑ A person's peculiar habit - Idiosyncrasy

❑ An animal who preys on other animals - Predator

❑ Violating the sanctity of a church - Sacrilege

❑ One who can throw his voice – Ventriloquist
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 ‘A prodigy’ is-

(a) an extra-ordinary person

(b) a wasteful person

(c) a common man

(d) a musician

POLL QUESTION-02
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BCS PREVIOUS YEARS' QUESTIONS
➢ Meteorology is related to––    [45th BCS]
 (ক) concrete slabs  (খ) motor vehicles
 (গ) weather forecasting (ঘ) motor neurone disease
➢ The word ‘equivocation’ refers to-    [44th BCS]
 (a) stating like an author 
 (b) two contradictory things in the same statement
 (c) free expression of opinions
 (d) a true statement
➢ The controlling sentence of a paragraph is known as-   [44th BCS]
 (a) content modulator  (b) terminator
 (c) thesis statement  (d) topic sentence 
➢ A speech full of too many words is-   [43rd BCS]
 (a) a big speech  (b) maiden speech 
 (c) a verbose speech (d) an unimportant speech
➢ Word inscribed on a tomb is an-   [43rd BCS]
 (a) epitome (b) epithet (c) episode (d) epitaph  



English Language-12+13

BCS PREVIOUS YEARS' QUESTIONS
➢ What is the meaning of musk?   [42nd BCS]
 (a) a form of drama (b) a face cover 
 (c) a substance used making perfume (d) a disguise
➢ One whose attitude is ‘eat, drink and be merry’ is-  [41st BCS]
 (a) materialistic (b) epicurean (c) cynic (d) stoic 
➢ The word ‘sibling’ means–   [40th BCS]
 (a) a brother (b) a sister (c) a brother or sister (d) an infant
➢ Someone who is capricious is–   [40th BCS]
 (a) easily irritated 
 (b) wise and willing to cooperate
 (c) exceedingly conceited and arrogant
 (d) known for sudden changes in attitude or behaviour
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BCS PREVIOUS YEARS' QUESTIONS
➢ The saying ‘enough is enough’ is used when you want–  [40th BCS]
 (a) something to continue 
 (b) something to stop
 (c) something to continue until it’s enough
 (d) to tell instructions are clear
➢ An extra message added at the end of a letter after it is signed is called- [40th BCS]
 (a) Corrigendum (b) Postscript (c) NB (d) RSVP
➢ Love for the whole world is called—   [39th BCS]
 (a) philanthropy (b) misogyny (c) benevolence (d) misanthropy
➢ ‘Panacea’ means-    [39th BCS]
 (a) Cure-all (b) Pancreatic (c) Widespread disease (d) Gland
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➢ ‘Geriatrics’ is the branch of medicine concerned with the diseases and care of- [39th BCS]
 (a) newly-weds (b) old women (c) newborn babies (d) old people
➢ A speech of too many word is called–   [38th BCS]
 (a) A big speech  (b) Maiden speech
 (c) An unimportant speech (d) A verbose speech
➢ The word ‘omnivorous’ means:   [37th BCS]
 (a) eating all types of food (b) eating only fruits
 (c) eating only meat (d) eating grass and plants only
➢ "It is time to review the protocol on testing nuclear weapons".
 Here the underlined word means ⎯   [35th BCS]
 (a) Record of rules (b) Summary of rules (c) Procedures (d) Problems
➢ Let us beging by looking at the minutes of the meeting. 
 Here the underlined word means ⎯    [35th BCS]
 (a) time record (b) time frame (c) written record (d) written analysis
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