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English Literature-04

THE ROMANTIC PERIOD (1798-1832)

➢ এ যুগকে বলা হয়- The golden age of lyric (গীতিেতবিার স্বর্ণযুগ)/ Age of Revolution.

➢ ইংকরতি সাতহকিে ররামাতিে যুগ শুরু হয় ১৭৯৮ সাকল Lyrical Ballads প্রোতিি হওয়ার মাধ্েকম।

➢ Lyrical Ballads- এ রকয়কে Wordsworth- এর ১৯তি েতবিা এবং Coleridge-এর রকয়কে ৫তি েতবিা।

➢ Slogan: Art for Art’s Sake (তিকের িন্ে তিে)। অর্ণাৎ, তিে সৃতির তিেকন্ রোকন্া মহৎ উকেিে রন্ই।

➢ T.S. Eliot এর তবখ্োি েতবিা The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufock প্রোকির মধ্ে তিকয় Romantic 

যুকগর অবসান্ ঘকি।
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THE ROMANTIC PERIOD (1798-1832)

Subjectivity
(আত্মমাতিেিা)

I wander lonely as a cloud…                                                     
-Daffodils, Wordsworth

High Imagination
(েে-প্রবর্িা)

Where melodies round honey dropping flowers.
Footless and wild like birds of paradise.     

-The Eolian Harp, Coleridge 

Love for nature
(প্রেৃতিকপ্রম)

For I have learned to look on nature, 
Not as in the hours of thoughtless youth.

-Tintern Abbey, Wordsworth

Love for freedom
(স্বাধ্ীন্িার বাসন্া)

The earth was all before me. With a heart 
Joyous, nor scored at its own liberty.

-The Prelude, Wordsworth
Spontaneity
(স্বিসু্ফিণিা)

In secret we met/ In silence I grieve/ That thy heart could forget/ 
Thy spirit deceive                         -When we two parted, Byron

❑ Romantic Age এর ববতিিে:
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THE ROMANTIC PERIOD (1798-1832)
Supernaturalism/ Gothic 

Influence
(অতিপ্রােৃি ভাববস্তু)

Tis the middle of night by the castle clock,
And the owls have awakened the crowing cock.

-Christabel, Coleridge.

Escape to the Middle Ages, to 
a simpler life (মধ্েযুকগ প্রিোবিণন্)

Tall oaks, branch-charmed by the earnest stars,
Dream and so dream all night without a stir.

-Hyperion, Keats

Lyricism
(গীতিময়িা)

Where are the songs of spring?
Aye, Where are they?
Think not of them. Thou hast thy music too.    

-Ode to Autumn, Keats

Individualism
(বেতিস্বািন্ত্র্ে)

Oh lift me as a wave, a leaf, a cloud!
I fall upon the thorns of life? I bleed! 

-Ode to the West Wind, Shelley
Revolutionary Zeal

(তবপ্লবী রেিন্া)
A drop of ink, may make a million think, 

-Lord Byron
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❑ Famous writers of Romantic Period:

  William Wordsworth

  Samuel Taylor Coleridge

  Sir Walter Scott

  Jane Austen

  Charles Lamb

  William Hazlitt

  Lord Byron

  Percy Bysshe Shelley

  John Keats

THE ROMANTIC PERIOD (1798-1832)
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 William Wordsworth (1770-1850)
Title:

➢ Poet of nature   ➢ Poet of childhood
➢ Lake poet   ➢ Worship of Nature
➢ High Priest of Nature  ➢ Poet laureate

THE ROMANTIC PERIOD (1798-1832)

Poems

✓ I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud
✓ London
✓ Tintern Abbey
✓ My Heart Leaps Up
✓ The Recluse

✓ The Solitary Reaper
✓ Lucy Poems
✓ The Thorn
✓ The Prelude

Poetry ✓ Lyrical Ballads ✓ The Excursion
Plays ✓ The Borderers

Criticism ✓ Preface to the Lyrical Ballads
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➢ তিতন্ Poet Laureate তেকলন্।
➢ William Wordsworth অনু্প্রাতর্ি হকয়তেকলন্- The French Revolution দ্বারা।
➢ “প্রেৃতির মাকেই মহান্ সৃতিেিণা তবরািমান্” Wordsworth এর এই তবশ্বাস যা িতরতেি Pantheism তহকসকব।
➢ Wordsworth তেকলন্ এেিন্ েতব ও সাতহিে সমাকলােে।
➢ Wordsworth এর এেমাি ন্ািে- The Borderers.
➢ বাংলা সাতহকিের তবভূতিভূষর্ বকদািাধ্োকয়র রেন্ায় িাাঁর োি িাওয়া যায়।

❑ Quotations:
➢ Nature never did betray the heart that loved her.
➢ The Child is father of man. (My Heart Leaps up when I Behold)
➢ All at once I saw a crowd, a host of golden daffodils.
➢ Our birth is but a sleep and a forgetting. 
➢ Poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings: it takes its origin from 

emotion recollected in tranquility.”
➢ The Music in my heart I bore/Long after it was heard no more. ---- The Solitary 

reaper.

THE ROMANTIC PERIOD (1798-1832)
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 Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834)
Title:

➢ Poet of Supernaturalism
➢ Opium eater

THE ROMANTIC PERIOD (1798-1832)

Poems

✓ The Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner

✓ Religious Musings 
✓ Kubla Khan

✓ Dejection An Ode
✓ The Nightingale

Plays ✓ Christabel
✓ The Eolian Harp  ✓ Zapolya

Essays/Criticisms ✓ Biographia Literaria ✓ On the Constitution of the 
Church and the State

Poetry ✓ Lyrical Ballads
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❑ Famous quotes:
✓ Alone, alone, all, all alone
✓ He prayeth best, who loveth best
✓ “Water, water everywhere but nor a drop to drink”
✓ Biographia Literaria বইকয়র তবখ্োি িুতি লাইন্ হকলা:
 * Imagination is the soul of poetic genius.
 * Poetry is the first and last of all knowledge – it is as immortal as the heart of man.

➢ তিতন্ হকলন্ Wordsworth এর (Collaborator) সহকযাগী।
➢ Coleridge হকলন্ এেিন্ Romantic Poet এবং Lake District poet তহকসকব িতরতেি।
➢ Lyrical Ballads এ Coleridge এর ৫তি েতবিা প্রোতিি হয়। যার মকধ্ে উকেখ্কযাগে হকলা- “The Rime of 

the Ancient Mariners”।

THE ROMANTIC PERIOD (1798-1832)
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 Which one isn’t called lake poets?

a) William Wordsworth

b) Robert Southey

c) Lord Byron

d) Samuel Taylor Coleridge

POLL QUESTION-01
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 Lord Byron (1788-1824)
Title:

➢ Rebel Poet/তবকরাহী েতব।

ROMANTIC PERIOD

Plays ✓ Don Juan
✓ She Walks in Beauty ✓ Mazeppa

Poetry ✓ Hours of Idleness
✓ Manfred

✓ The Prisoner of Chillon
✓ Prometheus

Poems ✓ Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage ✓ The Vision of Judgment
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❑ Quotations:
✓ Man’s conscience is the oracle of God.
✓ Sweet is revenge-especially to women. 
✓ Man’s love is of man’s life a thing apart, Tis woman’s whole existence.
✓ I loved, love you; for this love have lost state, station, heaven, mankind’s, my own 

esteem. 

➢ তিতন্ Cambridge এ িড়া অবস্থায় ১৯ বের বয়কস প্রোি েকরন্ Hours of Idleness.
➢ তিতন্ তিেকির িকে যুদ্ধ েকরতেকলন্। তিেরা িাাঁকে িািীয় বীর তহকসকব গর্ে েকর।
➢ িাাঁর েন্ো Ada Lovelace প্রর্ম েতিউিার রপ্রািামার।

ROMANTIC PERIOD
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 Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792-1822)
Title:

➢ Revolutionary poet
➢ Poet of hope and regeneration
➢ Master of Lyrics

ROMANTIC PERIOD

Poems

✓ Ode to a Skylark
✓ Ode to the West Wind
✓ Queen Mab
✓ Hymm to Intellectual Beauty

✓ Ozymandias
✓ Adonais
✓ The Revolt of Islam

Essays/Criticisms ✓ A Defence of Poetry ✓ Address to the Irish People The 
Necessity of Atheism

Novels ✓ St. Irvyne ✓ Zastrozzi
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❑ Quotations:
✓ If winter comes, can spring be far behind?
✓ Our sweetest songs are those that tell of saddest thought.
✓ “We look before and after, And pine for what is not (‘To a Skylark’).
✓ Poets are the unacknowledged legislators of the world (A Defense of Poetry world).
✓ I am daughter of Earth and Water, And the nursing of the sky [The Cloud].

➢ Key point: Romantic েতব P.B. Shelley’র স্ত্রী Mary Shelley’র তবশ্বতবখ্োি Novel এর ন্াম
Frankenstein (ফ্রাকেন্কেইন্) বা The Modern Prometheus; P.B. Shelley এবং Byron এর উৎসাকহ
তিতন্ ১৮২৮ সাকল এতি তলকখ্কেন্।

✓ ফ্রাকেন্কেইকন্র মূল তবষয়: মানু্ষ অিতরর্ামিিণী হকল িার সৃতির হাকিই িার তন্কির তবন্াি ঘকি।

ROMANTIC PERIOD
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❑ গুরুত্বিূর্ণ ির্ে:
➢ যখ্ন্ তিতন্ ন্িীকি ডুকব মৃিুেবরর্ েকরতেকলন্, িখ্ন্ রিলীর িকেকি তেল রসাক াকেস ও েীিকসর েতবিার বই।
➢ তিতন্ তেকলন্ এেিন্- Revolutionary poet.
➢ Shelley’র The West Wind েতবিায় The West Wind রে বকলন্ ধ্বংসোরী ও রোোরী (Destroyer & 

Preserver) তহকসকব।
➢ Shelley উচ্চতিোর িন্ে Oxford University-রি ভতিণ হকয়তেকলন্। তেন্তু ন্াতিেিাকে সমর্ণন্ েকর The 

Necessity of Atheism রলখ্ার িন্ে তবশ্বতবিোলয় রর্কে বতহসৃ্কি হকয়তেকলন্।
➢ িাাঁর রতেি ২তি ন্ািে হকলা Cenci (তি রেন্তস) ও Prometheus Unbound। িুতি ন্ািেই tragedy 

(তবকয়াগাত্মে)।
➢ Shelley’র সমসামতয়ে অন্োন্েরা অনু্প্রাতর্ি হকয়তেকলন্- French Revolution দ্বারা। তেন্তু Shelley তেকলন্ 
বেতিক্রম।

➢ Shelley তেকলন্ এেিন্ Optimistic & Pessimistic (আিাবািী এবং তন্রািাবািী/বন্রািেবািী)।
➢ িাাঁর প্রর্ম িীঘণ েতবিা- “Queen Mab”.

ROMANTIC PERIOD
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 John Keats (1795-1821)

Title:
➢ Poet of beauty
➢ Poet of sensuousness
➢ Man of medicine
➢ The youngest poet of English literature

ROMANTIC PERIOD

Poems

✓ La Belle Dame Sans Merci
✓ Ode to Psyche
✓ The Eve of St Agnes
✓ Hyperion
✓ Bright Star

✓ Ode on a Grecian Urn
✓ Endymion
✓ Ode to Autumn
✓ Ode on Melancholy
✓ Ode to a Nightingale
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❑ Famous quotes:
➢ “A thing of beauty is a joy for ever.”
➢ “Heard melodies are sweet, but those unheard, are sweeter.”
➢ “Beauty is truth, truth is beauty.”
➢ My heart aches, and a drowsy numbness pains
➢ Where are the songs of Spring? Ay, where are they? Think not of them, thou hast thy music 

too. (To Autumn)

❑ গুরুত্বিূর্ণ ির্ে:
➢ রিলী বকলকেন্, “Keats was a Greek”
➢ He (1795-1821) was an English Romantic poet. Keats at his 25, died of Tuberculosis.
➢ Famous Sonnet: On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer.

ROMANTIC PERIOD
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 Sir Walter Scott (1771-1832)
❖ He was a Scottish historical novelist, Playwright and poet.
❖ He is called the ‘Father of both the Regional and Historical Novels.
❖ Ivanhoe (ইভান্ রহা) িাাঁর রেষ্ঠিম উিন্োস (ঐতিহাতসে)
❑ Novels:

➢ Ivanhoe
➢ The Abbot
➢ Old Morality
➢ Rob Roy
➢ The Talisman
➢ The Heart of Midlothian
➢ The Bride of Lammermoor

❑ Poem:
➢ Patriotism
➢ The lady of the lake

ROMANTIC PERIOD
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 “Ten thousands saw I at a glance”. – Who said this?

a) Shakespeare

b) Coleridge

c) Keats

d) Wordsworth

POLL QUESTION-02
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 Jane Austen (1775-1817)
➢ Anti-Romantic Novelist in Romantic period.
❑ Novels:

➢ Pride and Prejudice (উিন্োস এর উকেখ্কযাগে েতরিগুকলা হকলা Mr. Darcy, Elizabeth Bannet, 
Jane Bannet, Charles Bingeley, Mr. William Collins, Kitty Bannet, Lydia Bannet.)

➢ Emma
➢ Sense and Sensibility
➢ Mansfield Park
➢ The Persuasion
➢ Northanger Abbey

ROMANTIC PERIOD
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 Charles Lamb (1775-1834)
➢ An English Essayist.

➢ েদ্মন্াম: Elia

❑ Famous Works:

➢ Tales from Shakespeare.

➢ The Adventures of Ulysses.

➢ The Old Familiar Faces (Poem).

➢ The Essays of Elia (Essays).

ROMANTIC PERIOD
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 William Hazlitt (1778-1830)
Title:

➢ A famous critic and essayist

❑ Famous works:
➢ The Spirit of the Age
➢ Characters of Shakespeare’s plays

 Jane Taylor (1783-1824)
➢ Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

 Thomas De Quince (1785-1859)
➢ Confessions of an Opium Eater.

ROMANTIC PERIOD
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 Alexander Pushkin (1799-1837)
➢ His full name is Alexander Sergeyevich Pushkin.

➢ He is known as “Father of Modern Russian Literature.”

➢ He is called “The National poet of Russia.”

❑ Notable Works:

➢ Eugene Onegin (novel)

➢ Boris Godunov (play)

ROMANTIC PERIOD
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 “Ode on a Grecian Urn” – Who is the poet of the poem?

a) Wordsworth

b) Shelley

c) Shakespeare

d) Keats

POLL QUESTION-03
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➢ Who is not a Victorian poet?   [45th BCS]
 (ে) Alfred Tennyson (খ্) Robert Browning 
 (গ) William Wordsworth (ঘ) Matthew Arnold
➢ The characterer Elizabeth Bennett appears in the novel––   [45th BCS]
 (ে) Pride and prejudice (খ্) Tess of the D’llrberville
 (গ) Wuthering Heights (ঘ) Jane Eyre
➢ Who wrote the poem ‘Ozymandias’?   [45th BCS]
 (ে) Thomas Hardy (খ্) Robert Frost (গ) P.B Shelley (ঘ) Edmund Spenser
➢ ‘He prayeth best, who loveth best.’- Who said it?  [44th BCS]
 (ে) John Milton (খ্) John Donne (গ) Lord Byron (ঘ) S.T. Coleridge
➢ “Oh, lift me as a wave, a leaf, a cloud!
 I fall upon the thorns of life! I bleed!”
 The extract is taken from P.B. Shelley’s poem-   [44th BCS]
 (ে) The Cloud  (খ্) To a Skylark
 (গ) Ode to the West Wind (ঘ) Adonais

BCS PREVIOUS YEARS′ QUESTIONS
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➢ Who is not a modern poet?   [43rd BCS]
 (a) W. B. Yeats (b) W. H. Auden (c) John Keats (d) T. S. Eliot

➢ “If Winter comes, can Spring be far behind?”- Who wrote this?  [43rd BCS]
 (a) William Blake  (b) S. T. Coleridge
 (c) Lord Byron  (d) P. B. Shelley

➢ Who is the poet of the poem ‘Ozymandias’?  [43rd BCS]
 (a) P. B. Shelley  (b) William Wordsworth
 (c) S. T. Coleridge  (d) John Keats

➢ The most famous romantic poet of English Literature is-  [43rd BCS]
 (a) John Dryden  (b) Alexander Pope
 (c) William Wordsworth (d) T. S. Eliot

BCS PREVIOUS YEARS′ QUESTIONS
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➢ ‘Man’s love is of man’s life a thing apart, ‘Tis woman’s whole existence.’- This is taken 
from the poem of-   [40th BCS]

 (a) P.B Shelley (b) Lord Byron (c) John Keats (d) Edmund Spenser

➢ ‘Where are the Songs of Spring? Aye, where are they? Think not of them, thou hast thy 
music too.’– Who wrote this?    [40th BCS]

 (a) William Wordsworth (b) Robert Browning
 (c) John Keats  (d) Samuel Coleridge

➢ Where do the following lines occur in?   [38th BCS]
 ‘Alone, alone, all, all alone,
 Alone on a wide, wide sea.......’
 (a) The Rime of the Ancient Mariner (b) Kubla khan
 (c) The Nightingale (d) The Dungeon

BCS PREVIOUS YEARS′ QUESTIONS
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➢ Who wrote “Biographia Literaria”?   [37th BCS]
 (a) Lord Byron (b) P.B. Shelley (c) S.T. Coleridge (d) Charles Lamb

➢ P.B. Shelley's ‘Adonais’ is an elegy on the death of–  [37th BCS]
 (a) John Milton (b) S.T. Coleridge (c) John Keats (d) Lord Byron

➢ The romantic age in English literature began with the publication of– [36th BCS]
 (a) Preface to Shakespeare (b) Preface to Lyrical Ballads 
 (c) Preface to Ancient Mariners (d) Preface to Dr. Johnson

➢ The poem ‘The Solitary Reaper’ is written by–-  [36th BCS]
 (a) W.H. Auden (b) W. Wordsworth (c) W.B. Yeats (d) Ezra Pound

➢ Which of the following writers belongs to the romantic period in English literature? 
   [36th BCS]

 (a) A.  Tennyson (b) Alexander Pope (c) John Dryden (d) S.T. Coleridge

BCS PREVIOUS YEARS′ QUESTIONS
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