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Semi-modal Verbs

• 'Semi-modals' (also called pseudo-

modals or quasi-modals) are verbs that share 

some characteristics of modal verbs and some 

characteristics of main verbs.



All of them have particular functions. Some are:

1.to express obligation

2.to express necessity

3.to express advice

4.to express challenges

5.to express things in the past



Some semi-modals are:

• Ought to

• Had better

• Dare

• Need

• Used to

• Have to



ought to

• They ought to be very angry about this discord.

• You ought to be vomiting after drinking nine bottles of 

water.

•Unlike modal verbs, 'ought to' is followed by to, but like 

modal verbs, it has the same form for all the persons.



had better

• He had better be gone by now.

• You had better talk to the principal.

• 'Had better' is an expression of the verb 'had' and is treated as 

a modal verb or as some would classify a 'semi-modal verb.'

'Had better' is used to say what is the best thing to do in a 

situation that is happening now.



"He had better go by now." 

– This suggests that it would be advisable or preferable for him to 

leave right now or by a certain time.

"He had better be gone by now." 

– This implies that he should already have left by the present time 

and that there might be consequences or problems if he hasn't.



Dare

• Dare can be used in the following ways:

• as an intransitive verb (followed by an infinitive with ‘to’):

• He doesn’t dare to complain.

• as a transitive verb (with an object usually followed by an 

infinitive with ‘to’):

• Someone dared him to climb the tree.



Dare as as a modal verb (followed by an infinitive without ‘to’)

• No one dared speak.

• When dare is a modal verb, the third person singular of the 

present tense does not end in ‘-s’. 

• When dare is a modal verb, negatives and questions are 

formed without ‘do’, and the negative dare not can be 

shortened to daren’t in conversation and in informal writing:

• Dare he tell her the truth? He dare not/daren’t lie.



Dare Not

•We can add 'not' to the semi-modal 'dare' and make 

it negative.

•You daren't fight back because you know you'll 

lose. 

•She daren't go back home.



Need

• 'Need' is another verb in English which can be both a 

main verb and a semi-modal verb. 'Need' as a main 

verb means to require something and think 

something is important to have or to have to or to 

be obliged to do something.



•Alex needs to paint the walls.

•She needs to go to the hospital.



• In negative sentences, we use semi-modal 'need' to 

indicate that there is no obligation or necessity to do 

something. Semi-modal 'need' is used mostly 

in negative sentences. The term 'not' is directly 

added to need as a semi-modal.



•You needn't stay in a relationship just because 

you cannot break his heart.

•They needn't be here for the ceremony.



• Need, Dare : শিাষনা প্রষযাজন শনই বুঝাষত না-শবাধি বাষিয need এবাং 
সাহস/ধৃষ্টতা শদখাষনা বুঝাষত প্রশ্নষবাধি বাষিয Dare বষস। অতীষত িরার 
প্রষযাজন কছল না কিন্তু িরা হষযষছ বুঝাষত need not have + V3 বযবতত হয।

• You need not go to school. শতামার সু্কষল যাবার দরিার শনই

• How dare you say so? তুকম শিান সাহষস এমন িথা বলষল?

• You need not have gone there. শতামার শসখাষন যাবার দরিার কছল না।



'used to'

•We use 'used to' to say that an action happened 

continuously, habitually, or frequently during a period in 

the past, but no longer occurs. When 'used to' is 

accompanied by the verb 'be,' it talks about an action 

that you are accustomed to doing it and it is no longer 

strange.



•Salma used to have long hair.

•We used to walk in the morning.



•Salma is used to working hard.

•Be used to = অভযস্ত



'Have to'

• 'Have to' are used in the present to say that 

something is necessary or should be done. 'Have 

to' is more common in American English. 'Have 

to' is used to talk about certainty, giving 

advice, annoying events, or obligations.



•We have to clean dishes as soon as possible.

•You have to sleep well to be ready for the exam.



Thank You
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