
English Literature:

Literary Terms





Name of Writers  Which BCS and How Many Times

1. William Shakespeare 45th, 44th (3), 43rd(2), 41st (3), 40th(3), 39th, 37th (3), 36th(2), 35th(2)

2. George Bernard Shaw 44th, 41st, 38th, 36th(2), 35th

3. T.S Eliot 44th, 41st(2), 37th, 35th

4. Earnest Hemingway 37th

5. William Wordsworth 43rd,  36th(3), 35th

6. W.B. Yeats 43rd, 40th

7. S.T Coleridge 44th, 38th, 37th, 36th

8. Robert Browning 37th

9. Charles Dickens 41st, 39th, 36th(2)  

10. Thomas Gray 36th, 35th

11. Ben Jonson 37th

12. Jonathan Swift 38th

13. P.B Shelley 45th, 44th, 43rd(2), 37th 

14. Thomas Kyd 37th



Name of Writers which BCS and How Much

15. E M  Forster 41st, 36th

16. Thomas Hardy 45th, 36th

17. Toni Morrison 35th

18. Christopher Marlowe 41st, 40th, 35th

19. Alexander Pope 44th,  40th

20. John Keats 40th

21. William Blake 43rd

22. D.H Lawrence 41st

23. O’ Henry

24. George Orwell 45th, 

25. John Donne 40th, 38th

26. Alfred Tennyson 41st , 40th (2), 45th

27. Dylan Thomas 41st

28. H.G Wells 41st



Name of Writers Which BCS and How  Much

29. Harold Pinter 41st

30. William Makepeace Thackeray 41st

31. Boris Pasternak 42nd

32. John Milton 44th, 43rd, 38th

33. William Congreve 43rd  

34. Charlotte Bronte 43rd

35. Henry Fielding 44th

36. John Dryden 44th

37. Andrew Marvell 45th

38. Jane Austen 45th

39. Lord Byron 45th



• Figure of speech & Literary terms

•Age wise literary persons and works

•Master-piece works

•Proverbs & quotations



শুধু ককোন কবিতো/উপনযোস/নোটক 
কক বিখেখেন এটো পড়োখিো নোবক 
গল্প/কেক্ষোপট টোও পড়োখিো?



P2A is not herbal 

company!







ককখনো? 



The character, Elizabeth Bennett, appears in 

the novel----[45th BCS]

•Pride and Prejudice

• Jane Eyre

•Wuthering

•Tess of the D'Urberville



Clym Yeobright is the protagonist of the novel 

___   [45th BCS]

•David Copperfield

•Adam Bede

•A Passage to India

•The Return of the Native



Desdemona is a character in the following 

Shakespearean play:   [45th BCS]

•Macbeth

•Othello

•Hamlet

•King Lear



Figure of Speech 

(ভোষোিঙ্কোর) 



Figure of speech



He is cunning as a fox



The girl is like 

a rose.





Simile (উপমো)
•দুবট বভন্ন বিষখের মখধয তুিনো উপমো

•Like, as থোকখি Simile



Simile

• Simile is a figure of speech which makes an explicit 

comparison between two different/far-faced objects or 

actions with the help of as or like.

• অথথোৎ দুবট বভন্নরকম/বিজোতীে বজবনখসর িো কোখজর মখধয সুস্পষ্ট
তুিনো



Bangladesh 

team is as 

like as tiger.









মুেেোবন তোর

নতিৃন্ত পদ্ম সম এ িখক্ষ
আমোর

নোবমেো পবড়ি ধীখর।



মৃতুয কতো কেবিখসর

অখের মখতো

দ্রুতগোমী, িবধর



Metaphor



Metaphor (রূপক) 

দুবট বভন্ন বিষখের মখধয সরোসবর তুিনো



like / as/ as like as













•Sher E Bangla A 

K Fazlul Haque is 

the tiger of 

Bangla







?

•The mind is an ocean.

•The city is a jungle.



Camel is called 

the ship of 

desert.

•Is it simile 

or 

metaphor?



‘ও একটো িিদ’

‘ও একটু কম

কিোখে’



অবেে উবির পবরিখতথ ককোমি উবির

িযিহোর

Euphemism 





You are becoming a little thin on top.



Euphemism

•He is a special child.

•We don’t hire mentally challenged people.



যবদ সি সোগখরর জি কোবি হখতো
যবদ পৃবথিীর সি গোে বিেবন হখতো

আর সোরোবট জীিন যবদ বিখে কযতোম

তিু কতোমোর আমোর কেখমর কথো কিেো

কেষ হখতো নো……

Hyperbole



Hyperbole= অবতেখেোবি



Hyperbole Example

•I have told you million times.

•He is 900 years old.

•I ate the whole cow.



Hyperbole/exaggeration

•She shed an ocean of tears .

•All the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten 

this little hand. (Macbeth by William 

Shakespeare)



Epigram (সংবক্ষপ্ত িেন) 

• The epigram is a brief, sharp and witty statement, which express a striking 

thought.

• epigram হখে একটো সংবক্ষপ্ত, তীক্ষ্ণ, িুবিদীপ্ত িযোেযো যোর মোধযখম একটো আকষথনীে 
ধোরনো েকোে পোে

• "Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man; and writing an exact 

man“ -----"Of Studies" by Francis Bacon

• "A child is the father of a nation". ---William Wordsworth



Pun (কেষ)

• A joke exploiting the different possible meanings of a 

word or the fact that there are words which sound alike 

but have different meanings.

• Example:

-If a woman loses her husband, she cries for a 

second.







Paradox

• A paradox is a statement which is apparently self-contradictory 

but essentially true. - Paradox এর মখধয একটো স্ববিখরোধী িিিয থোখক 
বকন্তু কস - িিিয েকৃতপখক্ষ সতয। 

• কযমন, George Barnard Shaw তোর একটো নোটখক িখিখেন "Nine soldiers 

out of ten are cowards". এেোখন, সিোই জোখন সসবনকরো সিসমে সোহসী হে 
কোপুরুষ নে। বকন্তু জীিন িোেোখত সসনযরোও মোখে মোখে কোপুরুখষর মখতো কোজ 
কখর।



Paradox

•Cowards die many times before their deaths.

• I am nobody.

•There is no one so poor as a wealthy miser.

• Sweet are the uses of adversity.





Oxymoron

• It is a figure of speech in which two contradictory words or phrases are combined in a 

single expression, producing the effect of a condensed paradox.

• Simply, it means two contradictory words those are put together.

•  এই figure of speech এ দুবট পরস্পর বিখরোধী word িো phrase কক একই expression এর মখধয যুি করো 
হে। এটোও এক ধরখনর paradox.

• He is a wise fool.

• It is an example of cruel kindness.- এেোখন েথম িোখকয "wise" এিং "fool" ও বিতীে িোখকয "
"kindness" সমূ্পর্থ Monologue পরস্পর বিখরোধী েব্দ বকন্তু একসখি িযিহৃত হখে একবট expression সতবর
করখে।



Oxymoron

•পরস্পর বিপরীত ভোি

• synonym antonym পোেোপোবে থোকখি



•J. Farhana is regularly irregular in class.

•F. Nasrin is carelessly careful.

•This is an open secret.



Antithesis

• It is a figure of speech in which opposing or contrasting ideas 

are balanced against each other in grammatically parallel syntax! 

• অথথোৎ এই figure of speech এ পরস্পর বিখরোধী বিপরীতোথথক ধোরনোখক
grammatical structure িযিহোর কখর পোেোপোবে েবতস্থোপন করো হে। এই 
figure of speech এর মূি উখেেয হখে দুই িো তখতোবধক িিখিযর মখধয 
contrast সতবর কখর ভোরসোময রক্ষো করো! 



Antithesis 

Synonym antonym –দূখর দূখর



•Art is long, life is short! 

•God made the country; man made the town.

•েথম িোখকয art এর স্থোেীখতযর সোখথ মোনিজীিখনর 
ক্ষর্স্থোেীত্বখক তুিনো করো হখেখে এিং বিতীে িোখকয ঈের ও 
মোনুখষর সৃবষ্টর মখধয তুিনো করো হখেখে।



•United we stand, divided we fall.

•Man proposes, God disposes.

•To err is human, to forgive is divine.



Irony (িক্রোঘোত)

কেোোঁেো কমখর কথো িিো।

যো িিো হে অথথ তোর বিপরীত।



Irony

• It is a figure of speech in which a statement or a situation or an action which 

means the opposite idea of its surface meaning.

• অথথোৎ, Irony হখে যো িিো হে তোর উখটোটো িুেোে।

• Irony কত সোধোরর্ত বনন্দোখথথ েেংসোসূেক েব্দ িযিহোর করো হে। 

• Irony সোধোরর্ত িযিহৃত হে কোউখক পখরোক্ষভোখি ঘো কদওেোর জনয। এেোখন, েেংসোসূেক েব্দবটখক 
বিদ্রুখপর কখে উচ্চোরন। করো হে।

• The operation was successful (means unsuccessful), though the patient died.













Personification 

িস্তুগত ককোখনো বজবনস কক িযবির

মখতো িযিহোর / বিখিেনো করো



Personification

• It is a figure of speech in which the writer puts imaginary life 

into a life being or thing.

• অথথোৎ, কয figure of speech এ ককোন জন্তু, গোেপোিো, জড় পদোথথ িো 

অনয ককোন বকেুর উপর – মোনবিক সিবেষ্টয আখরোপ করো হে তোখক 

personification িখি।



•আকোে কোোঁখদ িোতোস কোোঁখদ, 

কোোঁখদ আমোর মন

কতোমোে ভোখিোখিখস কোোঁখদ
আমোর দুনেন।



Example 

The sky is crying.

The thirsty earth soaks up the 
rain.

The smiling season, the angry 
sun, the threatening sky, the 
happy period.



• "Beside the lake, beneath the trees,

 Fluttering and dancing in the breeze."

•এেোখন daffodils কক মোনুখষর সোখথ তুিনো করো হখেখে। মোনুষ 
কযমন নোখে কবি Daffodil এর নোেখকও মোনুখষর নোখের সোখথ 
তুিনো কখরখেন। So It's a personification.





Example 

Kith and kin

Willful waste makes 
woeful want.

Round the rugged rocks 
the ragged rascle ran.









•কোক কোখিো ককোবকি কোখিো

কোখিো কর্যোর ককে।



• ‘িোঙোবি ককৌখমর ককবি

কখলোবিত কর কিোিতী

জোনত নো যো িোৎসযোেন 

আর যত আখযথর যুিতী।’



Assonance (স্বর-সোদৃেয/স্বরোনুেোস)

The words do share the same vowel 

sounds but starts with different 

consonant sounds unlike Alliteration.



A host, of golden daffodils;

Beside the lake, beneath the trees,

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze



• “Those Lazy-Hazy-Crazy Days of Summer” (Hans Carste)

• “I recall Central Park in fall” (“Danke Schoen” Wayne Newton)

• “Rock Around the Clock” (Bill Haley and His Comets)

• “The rain in Spain stays mainly in the plain” (musical “My Fair Lady”)



Anaphora (আদযোিৃবি) 

The repetition of the same word or phrase at the 

beginning of successive clauses or verses.



Anaphora

• Anaphora means repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning 

of two or more I successive versus lines, clauses or sentences.

• Anaphora িিখত িুেোে কযেোখন ককোন েব্দ িো phrase একোবধকিোর িযিহৃত 
হে।

• Alliteration এিং Assonance কযেোখন শুধুমোত্র letter িো ির্থ বনখে আখিোেনো 
কখর কসেোখন anaphora একটো word িো েব্দ বনখে আখিোেনো কখর।



• Every day, every night, in every way, I am getting 

better & better.

• I want my money right now, right here, all right?



• So long as man can breathe, or eyes can see,

So long lives this and, and this gives life to thee".

William Shakespeare "Sonnet 18".



Onomatopoeia (অনুকোর) 

ধ্ববনর অনুকরখন েব্দ গঠন

Rhythm থোকখি



Example 

Jingle – jingle

Hiss – hiss

Caw - caw



Climax (েরম পবরর্বত)

• It is a figure of speech in which words, phrases or ideas are arranged in 

an ascending order. It is the peak of importance in a play or in a story.

• অথথোৎ,এেোখন কম গুরুখত্বর ধোরনোখক কিবে গুরুখত্বর ধোরনোে কপৌেোখনো হে। েথখম উখলে 
করো হে সিখেখে কম গুরুত্বপূনথ বিষেখক তোরপর আখে আখে কিবে গুরুত্বপূর্থ বজবনস উখলে 
করো হে।

• Example: I came, I saw, I conquered.- এেোখন আখে আখে গুরুখত্বর পযথোে িোড়োখনো 
হখেখে।



Climax

•কোবহনী িো নোটখকর েরম পবরর্বত

•Veni, vidi, vici



When 

climax 

happens?



Example 



Elegy 



Elegy

কেোকগোথো কবিতো

Poem of lamentation & mourning





Some Famous Elegy

Edmund Spenser- Astrophel 

John Milton- Lycidas

P.B Shelly- Adonis

Alfred Tennyson- In Memoriam







Dirge 
A song of sorrow and mourning









Ballad 





Blank verse 

No rhyming end



Epic 
Heroic deeds

Long story



Definition of Epic

•A long narrative poem that tells in grand style the 

history & aspirations of a national hero.

•A long narrative poem dealing with heroic themes 

and adventure.















Limerick 
A form of light verse of 5 lines







Sonnet 

A lyrical poem 
of 14 lines

Have octave and 
sestet



Parody (িযিকোিয)

•To copy the style of 

someone or something 

in a humorous way

















Allegory

ককোন গল্প িো কোবহনী কযেোখন
কল্পনো কখর বকেু িিো হে অথথোৎ
রূপক কোবহনী



Allegory (রূপকধমথী রেনো) 

• It is a literary form in which one story is told in the guise of another story. An 

allegory is a story of double meanings. Simply, it has a hidden meaning.

• অথথোৎ, এেোখন একবট েবরত্র, ঘটনো, পবরখিে িোরো অনয েবরত্র, ঘটনো, পবরখিে সৃবষ্ট কখর। এেোখন 
একটো বজবনখসর দুইরকম অথথ থোখক। এটোর মখধয একটো িুকোবেত অথথ থোখক।

• Example: Spenser's "The Faerie Queen" an allegorical poem in which the knights 

represent virtues of chastity and holiness. 

• Rime of the Ancient Mariner" is also an allegorical poem. Because here the poet 

wanted to teach us to show divine love all creatures of God.



Edmund Spenser- The Faerie Queen

William Shakespeare- The Tempest





Hymn

মোখন েিগোন িো ধমথীে গোন। মহোন
স্রষ্টোর েেংসো কখর কয গোন
পবরখিেন করো হে।



Ode (গীবতকোিয) 

It is a lyric poem that 

begins with grief or agony 

and ends with consolation.



•The Bard (Gray)

•Ode on the Mourning of Christ’s (Milton)

•Ode to a Nightingale (Keats)



Soliloquy (স্বগখতোবি)

•নোটখকর মখে ককোন েবরখত্রর একোবক কখথোপকথখনর মোধযখম

অনুভূবত েকোখের ককৌেি।

•নোটখক যেন ককোন েবরত্র বনখজই বনখজর সোখথ কথো িখি।



•A dramatic technique of speaking alone to give 

characters their own thoughts and feelings. 

•A monologue by a character talking to himself 

with no listener around.



Soliloquy

To be or not to be, That is 
the question. [Hamlet]

“Yet art thou still but Faustus and a man“
[Doctor Faustus]



Monologue

Speech or writing produced, and often performed by 

one person



Protagonist: The leading character of a play



Catastrophe: Tragic end of the play.





Homonym





Allusion

• It is a passing reference to a historical or fictional characters, places, events or 

literary works.

• অথথোৎ, কিেখকরো তোখদর রেনোে ককোখনো ঐবতহোবসক বকংিো সোবহখতয িযিহৃত কোল্পবনক েবরত্র, স্থোন িো 
ঘটনো উখলে কখরন এটোখকই allusion িখি।

• Example: Or snorted we in the seven sleepers den.

     "The Good Morrow" by John Donne

• এেোখন "seven sleepers' den" উদোহরর্বট Bible কথখক আনো হখেখে। তোই এবট allusion এর
উদোহরন।



Machiavellian 
character

•Cunning person

•Selfish person 



Euphemism means? 38BCS

A) Vague idea

B) Inoffensive expression

C) A sonnet

D) Wise saying



The repetition of beginning consonant? 37 BCS

A) Personification

B) Onomatopoeia

C) Alliteration

D) rhyme



Funny poems of five lines called? 37BCS

A) Limerick

B) Quartet

C) Sextet

D) Haiku



The comparison of unlike things using words 

like or as- 37BCS

A) Metaphor

B) Simile

C) Alliteration

D) Personification



The climax happens- [36, 35 BCS]

A) In the beginning

B) At the height

C) At the end

D) In the confrontation



A song embodying religious and sacred

emotions- 31BCS

A) Lyric

B) Ode

C) Hymn

D) Ballad



‘The child shows the man, as morning shows 

the day’- the sentence contains

A) Personification

B) Hyperbole

C) Simile

D) Allegory



Thank You


	Slide 1: English Literature: Literary Terms
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: The character, Elizabeth Bennett, appears in the novel---- [45th BCS]
	Slide 13: Clym Yeobright is the protagonist of the novel ___    [45th BCS]
	Slide 14: Desdemona is a character in the following Shakespearean play:    [45th BCS]
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: Figure of speech
	Slide 17: He is cunning as a fox
	Slide 18: The girl is like a rose.
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Simile (উপমা)
	Slide 21: Simile
	Slide 22: Bangladesh team is as like as tiger.
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29: Metaphor (রূপক) 
	Slide 30: like / as/ as like as
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39: ?
	Slide 40: Camel is called the ship of desert.
	Slide 41
	Slide 42:  অপ্রিয় উক্তির পরিবর্তে কোমল উক্তির ব্যবহার  
	Slide 43
	Slide 44: You are becoming a little thin on top. 
	Slide 45: Euphemism
	Slide 46
	Slide 47: Hyperbole= অতিশয়োক্তি
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