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Important Periods of

English Literature



The Old English Period: 450-1066

also called The Anglo-Saxon Period



The Middle English
Period: 1066-1500



Shorter Ages of The Middle English Period

1066-1350: The Anglo-Norman Period
1340-1400: The Age of Chaucer

1400-1485: The Dark or Barren Period




The Renaissance: 1500-1660

also called Early Modern Period



Shorter Ages of The Renaissance

1500-1558: Preparation of Renaissance

1558-1603: The Elizabethan Period (21 half Of 16th

century)

1603-1625: The Jacobean Period (1590-1616: age of

Shakespeare)



1625-1649: The Caroline Period
1649-1660: The Commonwealth Period

1620-1660: Puritan Period



The Neo-classical
Period: 1660-1798



Shorter Ages of Neo-Classical Period

( 1660-1700: The Restoration Period
age of poet John Dryden
(J 1700-1745: The Augustan Period
Pope Alexander’s age
) 1745-1785/1798: The Age of Sensibility
The Age of Reason/Transition

Dr. Samuel Johnson’s age



The Romantic Period

1793-1832

(Early 19t century)



The Victorian Period

1832-1901:

19t century



Shorter Ages of Victorian Period

1848-1860: The Pre-Raphaelites

1880-1901: Aestheticism and Decadence



The Modern Period

1901-1939:

15t half of 20t Century



Shorter Ages of The Modern Period
1901-1910: The Edwardian Period

1910-1936: The Georgian Period



The Post-Modern period

1939-Present



The Old English Period 450-1066

The Middle English Period 1066-1500
The Renaissance Period 1500-1660
Neo-Classical Period 1660-1798
Romantic Period 1798-1832
Victorian Period 1832-1901
The Modern Period 1901-1939

The Post-Modern Period 1939-Present
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Important Periods

e The Renaissance Period

e The Romantic Period

r—

e The Victorian Period




Have to Know

*Name of the important writers of all periods.

e A list of famous American, French, Russian,

Scottish, German & Indian writers.



‘The Restoration Period’ refers to [37 BCS]

a) 1560
b) 1660
c) 1760

d) 1866



‘Jacobean Period’ refers to

a)
b)
c)
d)

1558-1603

1625-1649

1603-1625

1649-1660

[38 BCS]



What is the romantic period?

a) 1550-1558
b) 1649-1660
c) 1798-1832

d) 1910-1936



The Old English

Period



S

Britain 400 - 500 CE
Angio-Saxon homelands

Angles, Sasions,
and Jules

(eany 400's)




Anglo-Saxon Period ( 450-1066)/ Old English Period
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* Anglo-Saxon poetry was influenced by Christianity

 Anglo-Saxon people were mainly warriors, hunters and travellers



450-1066

The Old English Period




Caedmon: First Known Poet in English Literature




Caedmon

* Father of English Sacred Song
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Caedmon’s

Hymn

AND MATERIAL ° CULTURE
IN THE WORLD OF BEDE Hymn Of

Caedmon

(Religious Poetry)




Most important works of Caedmon

Paraphrase



Paraphrase (*JI<ICFe)
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Other Works of Caedmon

* Genesis
e Exodus

e Judith



Cynewulf




Cynewulf:

The Fates of the Apostles
Author of P
Christ Christ

Elene



TF Bl WS

[<FeIC3

(@0 G

T CFIN ANRFA

- 3 &—

T'f"'

o — B
- -
D

P
Y ! A= .'

e

i
Ve



f@ % Qe g @il s JAdes [
{@% = Christ

JUlG| = Elene

«GERI = Juliana

o (FIf¥F = Phoenix






The last supper (Da Vinci)




Saint Venerable Bede

*First Historian in English Language
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CLASSIC REPRINT SERIES

VENERABILIS BED&
HisTtoria ECCLESIASTICA
GENTIS ANGLORUM

Ad Fidem Codicum Manuscriptorum
Recensuit Josephus Stevenson

il




King Alfred the Great:

King of Wassex

* Founder of English

Prose.

 He rearranged
education & compiled

the Anglo-Saxon

Chronicle.




Anglo Saxon Chronicle is the

Alfred the

first monument in the English

Great prose (3L It @i fowe)




Beowulf

- 3 AfRre @i s

* The earliest epic in England.
* It was written anonymously.

e There were two Parts
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http://itsonlyenglish.net/a-17-minute-history-of-english.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

King Hrothgar (Denmark) 43 &w f&3fid ¢




ATMS 91N Heorot (Hrothgar’s Palace)
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Beowulf (2nd
Part




he Middle

English Period:
1066-1500
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The Middle English Period @9 fod(G ©to

* The Anglo-Norman Period (1066-1340)
* The Age of Chaucer (1340-1400)

* Age of Barren or Dark Age (1400-1500)



Geoffrey Chaucer: The Morning Star of
English Literature/ Renaissance * Title:

Father of

5{%8« Tt Mmm

aueaw Bt o English Modern

ﬂt‘f Betrt pe refernblanmee '
r’”w" iﬁ&w Poetry




Geoffrey Chaucer

* He is treated as the [FirSE humourist in English Literature

* He was the first poet to be buried in 'Poets Corner of

Westminster Abbey

* He is the _of Middle English Period.
* He is the _of England.



Poets Corner of Westminster Abbey
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The Canterbury Tales

Chaucer’s

The Nun’s Priest’s Tale
famous

Works: . .
Troilus and Criseyde



The
Canterbury

Tales

21 Stories

- GEOFFREY CHAUCER

CAN
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TERBURY
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Canterbury Cathedral shrine of St Thomas Becket




‘grotfus and @ttsenbe

Troilus and

Criseyde

Rhyme Royal bn @coffm) @f)aucer

stanza
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RIME ROYAL—is a stanza consisting of seven lines in
lambic pentameter rhyming a-b-a-b-b-c-c. Itis
called so because King James | used it. Below is an
example from William Shakespeare.

A thousand lamentable objects there,

In scorn of nature, art gave lifeless life:

Many a dry drop seem’d a weeping tear,

Shed for the slaughter’d husband by the wife;
The red blood reek’d to show the painter’s strife,
And dying eyes gleam’d forth their ashy lights,

O O ™ ®™ > @ >

Like dying coals burnt out in tedious nights.
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GOLDEN CLASSIC PRESS

TROILUS AND CRISEYDE

GEOFFREY CHAUCER
<Tp—
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TROILUS AND CRISEYDE

GEOFFREY CHAUCER
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GEOFFREY CHAUCER

The Parliament

of Birds

» J.“wﬂ‘..

. : \U"

)
i

il
g L

;

o

*

[/

R 5

o

' J"‘.!".
e b2 Y

2

A

o

r |
&2
YAV

G



The Parliament of Fowls
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GEOFFREY CHAUCER
The House of Fame

Edited by
Nick Havely
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~ ANDTHE LEGEND OF

GOOD WOMEN
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William

Who will bell the

cat?

William Langland

Langland

www.idlehearts.com




Vision of Piers

Plowman:

.

Piers

Plowuman

A Modern Verse Translation
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(William Langland

Translated by Peter Sutton
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John

Wycliffe

THE COMPLETE WYCLIFFE BIBLE
OLD TESTAMENT, NEW
TESTAMENT & APOCRYPHA

John Wycliffe




John Wycliff

- Father of English Prose (<17re  ¢2t57 T

TP )

*He - The Holy -

* Morning Star of Reformation

* Evening Star of Scholasticism



, Le Morte d’'Arthur
Sir Thomas Malory

Morte D’ Arthur

Sir Thom







Dante

 The Father of Italian Language/The Supreme Poet
of Italy

* Famous Epic: The Divine Comedy

* Famous Poem: Inferno (means hell)



Famous

TheDivine

Eplc CO 7ie dy
Dante Ahghlerl f.




CIRCLES OF HELL IN DANTE'S INFERNO







THE Da VINCI CODE

DAN BROWN U/—% N
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Speculum Homms/

Speculum Meditantis

John

Gower Vox Clamantis

Confessio Amantis
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS OF
JOHN GOWER
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