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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
Subject Code: 007 (COMPULSORY) Total Marks 100
Brief Description

International Affairs is a compulsory paper for candidates of competitive examinations under
the Public Service Commission, Bangladesh and applicable to both general and professional
cadre. This paper deals with conceptual issues and actors in the study of international affairs.
It starts with a basic understanding of international affairs, its nature and evolution. It focuses
on both conceptual and empirical issues in international affairs. Under this paper basic
concepts and theories such as power, balance of power, realism, liberalism/neo-liberalism,
foreign policy, security, trade, and environment will be addressed. The empirical focus of the
paper is on understanding bilateral and multilateral relations, processes, functions, and politics
of regional and global institutions. The paper is divided into two sections: conceptual and

empirical issues.
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Objective
The paper strives to understand a basic knowledge about international affairs. It aims to
examine whether the candidates are well equipped with the key concepts, perspectives and
theories for explaining global phenomena to deal with policy matters effectively. Another
purpose of the paper is to examine analytical capacity of the candidates about global issues
and events that are closely linked with domestic arena.

Proposed Distribution of Marks:

1. Short Conceptual Notes : 10 out of 12 10 x 4 =40

2. Analytical Questions: 3 out of 4 questions 3 x 15 =45

3. Problem-solving question 1 x 15 =15
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Section A: Conceptual Issues
Introduction to International Affairs: Significance of international affairs; meaning and scope of
international affairs; linkage between international affairs and international politics.

@kctors in the World: Modern state, types of state, sovereignty, non-state actors, international
institutions, relations between state and non-state actors.

Jower and Security: power, national power, balance of power, disarmament, arms control, geopolitics,
/) terrorism.

S

ajor Ideas and Ideologies: Nationalism, imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, post-modernism,
lobalization and new world order.

oreign policy and Diplomacy: concepts of foreign policy and diplomacy, decision-making process,
eterminants of foreign policy, diplomatic functions, immunities, and privileges.

ternational Economic Relations: International trade, free trade, protectionism, foreign aid, debt
risis, foreign direct investment (FDI), financial liberalization, regionalism, regionalization, North-
South gap, global poverty, MDGs.

Global Environment: Environmental issues challenges, climate change, global warming, climate
adaptation, climate diplomacy.
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Section B: Empirical Issues N
The United Nations System: The UN and its organs, importance and limitations of the UN, Reforms of
the UN, Role of the Security Council, UN Peacekeeping and peace-building functions, Human rights

agenda, Environmental agenda, International Court of Justice, and Women empowerment.
oreign Relations of Major Powers: USA, Russia, UK, China, France, Germany, India, Japan etc.

< /
\&"9 lobal Initiatives and Institutions: World Bank, IMF, ADB, G8, G-77, WTO, Kyoto Protocol, COP etc.

‘g‘ egional Institutions: SAARC, BIMSTEC, EU, ASEAN, NATO, APEC, OIC, AU, GCC.

Major Issues and Conflicts in the World: The Palestine Problem, the Arab Spring, the Kashmir Issue,
the Syrian Crisis, Persian Gulf Conflict, nuclear issue and Iran, the North Korean issue, territorial
disputes in Southeast and East Asia, Nuclear proliferation and other contemporary issues.

@olitics in South Asia: India-Pakistan relations, Bangladesh-India relations, regional integration, water
dispute, border problems and terrorism.

7. Bangladesh in International Affairs: Major achievements, challenges, future directions.
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Section C: Problem-solving

The candidates may be asked to come up with an analysis of a problem and its solution on

— -

any aspect of global develo;ir}ﬁnts and security isfues, such as trade, climate change, foreign

— —
\/

aid, arms proliferation etc.
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QI 2AneA IR 1 (@A -

» Thucydides ©i¥ The History of Peloponnesian War &3 St#¥ Cac2 “The strong do what they wish while
the week suffer what they must.”

QA DIECANS ey <7 1”7
FIfoen g Qi ToAm wces, @i qE Im aferd qey el Sifss e

JREIAMI FRPICTE TCT W02 Anarchical Society d s FITeH O | IABIAIW SN NG FiE T WAL A=A,
SIS, FRAAR Tofiw |

/&‘“

V09666775566

@ www.uttoron.academy

IEIF 9GS Fepy GHieey

WBIfeH [RIFEE-09




lererig|

NIRRT IS ey GIiceiy

TSI @is AEAToT Mo @R G FIZE ABHCP AFGIE Pl 21 IR AP g T @
AT & TS | EEoF FA@e (el e g (121 2fefe a8 wewiifos sfawe
G GiFiEe ey AP | AW AT 7S FT=4CF Thomas Hobbes «F TSI TCoI-

The condition of man is a condition of war of everyone against everyone. -Thomas Hobbes,
Leviathan. »/
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AEESF FoAF SACADAIT AF6! A& ©e FiESH A Game Theory | AGEGF FHFF ST AT
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AE TR afdeqw @fSE @eae FRT (o Rsfig @I TCTA T FEA | ATIONS T O
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TP TAIATSIG o1 7 TR G0 PR WbeT ATF A FIEDT TP FTAR WG-9BIR 92 S0 T 35 |
fafer w18 yere o AEAfeR, qLATeS @ AN Tl ¢ wmrda ToH fofe wra WwEIfeR AT @vad
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e oS! AT SItwe Mgy TH6 FIoT FFroy |

JIA ToTo YIe 20T SR AeEied HESER SRt ey Wee domes S | fof swefes Fesem
UG CCe enle FACRA | Qe BT

(i) ey WCwel (The balance of power system.)

(ii) WQI?T W el (The loose bipolar system)

(iii) <o fatwes W@ (The Tight bipolar system)

(iv) f9i ICes (The Universal system)

(v) &«iife 19fere WCeel (The Hierarchical International system.)

(vi) 9FF (B! TS (T he unlt veto system)
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CACRA | O e (rwe 2 Wiy AE AP AV SWIRACEH A Y9 ©iceTreIed fest Az 1 *Ifesirsy wewe

@V 28 *fermezd W& ey F [$8 Fa e 1 Aeqw M 2fere weg wikw ML Ree 98 NATO
Q32 Warsaw Pact 93 Wceo! IR [Kfog [fy ¢ vas 361 631
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S FCACR | SAd¢ A BN B (Immanuel Kant) O “Perpetual Peace: A philosophical
sketch” &3 FAYY G2 KA ATSq I |

Democratic Peace ®©Cgd W& 9G4 RGN “Democracies almost never fight each other” @,
NelfEgd AGAIR AETS Hrems W& YLa @O a1 Democracy + Democracy = Peace (or no
war) | SN FICHF WO, “[@HK O 982 Yo TolE 1l I EIRTE sided A Aared 27 | T Srid
Tofgs TIFN BOIF WY (FICT AP BT AFQR AP 1 AR ATSfF AMEAR T fearore
AP o® 203 I Feekfore gy alt *fesd a<g e Faa1”

Democratic Peace theory (F (F& I Y7o oft ©@ AACR | -
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T Q1 AL fer@ 2

(i) B (Dyadic) ©F: «2 wgCs, WelfEs AGTZ tefgs A8 TR ML e SIS
TSI G TCRF A A foie 2end 2lke TRl AT |
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TSANES AV YRR e Sieis FHeae #, GG S50 A The Clash of Civilization
™S fercae | oiq [Tt «tat W f=e1 The Clash of Civilization: The Next Pattern of Conflict.
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QGAT QFBGA W I, ALFod 8 (H7 (Fhee Fredl f[fen wifefefes wigete Sfaike vfo
Aol BRI AT FACI IR G TYFIF 792 [ qoifors fge $909 1 o Fepo «? aeas
g ee i Qo dtafes @b 8 TwelT e aFE TRFE FEa 1 fof§ T8 @,
“Economic regionalism may succeed when it is rooted in a common civilization” S8 wi<f(afos
(SIBSTH e o FACA M AeFhod IF0! @RH AF | 92 Fopoy faeretg ey feafbe fof
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FSJSiq FLA® ©§ (CLASH OF CIVILIZATION THEORY) /&8

@./911)‘61@: i TTERI-ACNFIA FAFho, A TN Hig-onferem ovea @O, BN qeid eFe
HLT 8 HAEGF FAHFRM (ATF T[S |
\/{ i sepet; Ty sffeqv @ soreraa efeffgaidl @3 #irorey “itwe favidres A1 =IC® qcacR

a6 % | QR GG FAPAR FAFRS, A BT OO R QAT BTe] R |
AN Fepet; Aot faor e dgien dferal 20k TN Forel | @8 ¥R &forarg FEreg o
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S Uikl [ekreriv] ¢ el (o] T 1<y 62 0oy RS,
O Tifceiige g e Il Q@RTA? oyey fIfFE]
D FAFIT @ AE W L F2 ovey e
o wifefefes F1§ (National State) IeTCe I JIAR? oeey e

o e efeie 3@ oifere=if& (Driving forces of globalization) Tl 17 [oeww RG]
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