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English BCS-এ এখন সাফল্যের ভিভি, ভিভয-ভযভখত কম্বাইন্ড িস্তুভত

BCS PRELI SYLLABUS

English Language and Literature
Total Marks: 30

PART- I: Language       Marks Distribution
A. Parts of Speech:        15
The Noun:
 The Determiner 
 The Gender
 The Number
The Pronoun
The Verb:
 The Finite: transitive, intransitive
 The Non-finite: participles, infinitives, gerund
 The Linking Verb
 The Phrasal Verb
 Modals
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The Adjective 
The Adverb 
The Preposition
The Conjunction
B. Idioms & Phrases:
Meanings of Phrases
Kinds of Phrases
Identifying Phrases
C. Clauses:
The Principal Clause
The Subordinate Clause:
 The Noun Clause
 The Adjective Clause 
 The Adverbial Clause & its types
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D. Corrections:
The Tense
The Verb
The Preposition
The Determiner
The Gender
The Number
Subject-Verb Agreement
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E. Sentences & Transformations:
The Simple Sentence
The Compound Sentence
The Complex Sentence
The Active Voice
The Passive Voice
The Positive Degree
The Comparative Degree
The Superlative Degree
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F. Words:
 Meanings
 Synonyms
 Antonyms
 Spellings
 Usage of words as various parts of speech
 Formation of new words by adding prefixes and suffixes

G. Composition:
 Names of parts of paragraphs/letters/applications
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PART- II: Literature         15
H. English Literature:
 Names of writers of literary pieces from Elizabethan period to the 21st Century.
 Quotations from drama/poetry of different ages.
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    BCS English Written
Full Marks: 200 Time Duration: 4 Hours

Part – A
Marks – 100

01. Reading Comprehension
 An unseen passage dealing with a topic relevant to our times will be set. Candidates will be 

required to answer :
(a) a number of thematic questions that will test their understanding of the passage. (30 marks) 
(b) a number of questions related to grammar and usage.    (30 marks)

02. Candidates will be required to write a summary of the given passage in their own words 
within 100 words.         (20 marks)

03. Candidates will have to write a letter relating to the thematic issue of the given passage to 
the editor of an English newspaper.      (20 marks)
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Part-B
Marks-100

01. Candidates will be required to compose an essay on a topic related to an issue of topical 
relevance. The essay must conform to the word limit set and must convey a candidate’s 
ability to express his or her ideas clearly and correctly in English as well as reflect and 
analyze a topic of contemporary interest.      (50 marks)

02. Translation from English into Bangla 
 Candidates will be required to translate a short passage from Bangla into English and another 

from English into Bangla.         (25+25=50 marks)
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SIMILARITIES & DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PRELI & WRITTEN SYLLABUS

Preliminary Written

Parts of Speech, Corrections, Words Comprehension: Answer to the question in own 
words written copying any sentence from passage.

Words Comprehension: Write the contextual meaning of the 
following words in English.

Corrections, Words Comprehension: True/False.

Parts of Speech Comprehension: Interchange of Parts of Speech.

Words Comprehension: Give an antonym for each of the 
following words. 

Parts of Speech, Corrections, Words Comprehension: Make sentence of your own with 
each of the following words of Phrases.
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SIMILARITIES & DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PRELI & WRITTEN SYLLABUS

Preliminary Written

Parts of Speech, Idioms & Phrases, 
Clause, Corrections, Sentence & 

Transformation, Words
Comprehension: Summary writing.

Composition Comprehension: Letter to the editor.

Parts of Speech, Clause, 
Corrections, Sentence & 
Transformation, Words

Essay writing

Parts of Speech, Idioms & Phrases, 
Clause, Corrections, Words Translation (Bangla to English + English to Bangla)
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SIMILARITIES & DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PRELI & WRITTEN SYLLABUS

Preliminary Written

English Literature -----------------------
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➢ The saying ‘Every cloud has its silver lining’ means:   [50th BCS]
 (ক) bad weather is often replaced by good weather
 (খ) clouds often have shining surroundings

(গ) every difficult situation has a more hopeful aspect though not apparent at the 
beginning

 (ঘ) clouds and sunshine go hand in hand

➢ What is the antonym of ‘percipience’?    [50th BCS]
 (ক) shrewdness (খ) dullness (গ) discerning (ঘ) astuteness

➢ Identify the incorrect spelling:    [50th BCS]
 (ক) diletante (খ) homonym (গ) cromulent (ঘ) accubation

BCS PRELI PREVIOUS YEARS’ QUESTION
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➢ A very large building in which aircraft are housed is called a/an-  [50th BCS]
 (ক) terminal (খ) aerodrome (গ) hanger (ঘ) hangar

➢ A synonym of the word ‘crepuscular’ is-    [50th BCS]
 (ক) nocturnal (খ) diurnal (গ) cathemeral (ঘ) twilit

➢ Which functions both as a transitive and an intransitive verb?   [50th BCS]
 (ক) sleep (খ) arrive       (গ) break (ঘ) die

➢ ‘To have a shot’ means:    [50th BCS]
 (ক) to open fire  (খ) to take a photograph
 (গ) to make try  (ঘ) to test a gun
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➢ Candidates are required to get ____ the centre before 09:00 AM.   [50th BCS]
 (ক) at (খ) to  (গ) in  (ঘ) into

➢ Which one is a coordinating conjunction?    [50th BCS]
 (ক) since (খ) lest (গ) as (ঘ) so

➢ Identify the sentence where ‘up’ functions as a noun-   [50th BCS]
 (ক) He turned the volume up
 (খ) Business confidence is on the up
 (গ) We live just up the road
 (ঘ) Our system should be up by afternoon
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➢ You will need a variety of skills, including leadership, endurance etc. ‘In this sentence the 
word including’ is a -    [50th BCS]

 (ক) conjunction (খ) gerund (গ) participle (ঘ) preposition

➢ The book that she recommended turned out to be very helpful. Here the underlined 
clause is a -     [50th BCS]

 (ক) relative clause  (খ) noun clause
 (গ) adverbial clause (ঘ) independent clause

➢ It is no good falling in love at first sight’. Here the word “falling” is a/an-  [50th BCS]
 (ক) participle (খ) infinitive (গ) gerund (ঘ) verbal noun
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➢ ‘Helena said I took the laptop home with me.’ Its indirect form is-  [50th BCS]
 (ক) Helena said that she took the laptop home with her 
 (খ) Helena said that she had taken the laptop home with her 
 (গ) Helena confirmed that she has taken the laptop home with her
 (ঘ) Helena told that she had the laptop taken home with her

➢ An element required in a paragraph for smooth flow of ideas is called a-  [50th BCS]
 (ক) transition sentence (খ) topic sentence
 (গ) supporting sentence (ঘ) concluding sentence
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➢ Identify the compound sentence:    [50th BCS]
 (ক) Either you do it or you will be fined 
 (খ) Unless you do it, you will be fined
 (গ) Do it or I shall fine you
 (ঘ) You have to do it, otherwise I will fine you
  

➢ What gender is the word ‘monarch’?    [50th BCS]
 (ক) masculine (খ) feminine (গ) neuter (ঘ) common

➢ ‘The villagers believed that he was an honest leader.’ Passive form of this sentence is:
     [50th BCS]
 (ক) He was believed to be an honest leader
 (খ) He was believed to have been an honest leader
 (গ) He has been believed to be an honest leader
 (ঘ) He was believed he was an honest leader
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➢ Which play is filled with nonsensical conversations, meaningless dialogues, and characters 
who often become forgetful?    [50th BCS]

 (ক) Pygmalion (খ) The Skin Game (গ) Waiting for Godot (ঘ) Candida
 
➢ In Gulliver’s Travels, which of these traits Swift does not show in his depiction of the 

land of the Lilliput?    [50th BCS]
 (ক) pride (খ) lies (গ) peace & wisdom (ঘ) silly rules
 
➢ Let me not to the marriage of true minds/Admit impediments, love is not love/Which 

alters when it alteration finds’. Lines taken from a sonnet by_____.  [50th BCS]
 (ক) Spencer (খ) Petrarch (গ) Shakespeare (ঘ) Donne
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➢ Which of these is not characteristic of English Romantic Poetry?  [50th BCS]
 (ক) Ordinary life
 (খ) Everyday language
 (গ) Expression of feelings rather than action or plot
 (ঘ) Inane and gaudy phraseology
 

➢ In which of these poems did Matthew Arnold express a pessimistic worldview, reflecting 
on a world full of conflicts and lacking in joy, evincing an implicit criticism of Victorian 
era's aggressive spirit?    [50th BCS]

 (ক) Scholar Gipsy (খ) Dover Beach (গ) Rugby Chapel (ঘ) Immortality

BCS PRELI PREVIOUS YEARS’ QUESTION



English BCS-এ এখন সাফল্যের ভিভি, ভিভয-ভযভখত কম্বাইন্ড িস্তুভত

➢ Poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful feeling: it takes its origin from emotion 
recollected in tranquility' is a statement ascribed to-   [50th BCS]

 (ক) Coleridge  (খ) William Wordsworth
 (গ) TS Eliot  (ঘ) IA Richards

➢ In William Shakespeare’s play As you like it, the Seven Ages of Man speech was delivered 
by-     [50th BCS]

 (ক) Oliver (খ) Orlando (গ) Jaques (ঘ) Rosalind
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➢ Which novel chronicles intense, destructive love fueling multigenerational cruelty & 
obsession?     [50th BCS]

 (ক) Jane Eyre  (খ) Emma

 (গ) Wuthering Heights (ঘ) Persuasion

➢ Themes like racial prejudice, oppressive power dynamics, unbridgeable gulf between 
Eastern & Western cultures, etc. are best exemplified in-   [50th BCS]

 (ক) Shadow of the Moon by MM Kaye

 (খ) Bhowani Junction by John Masters

 (গ) Kim by Rudyard Kipling 

 (ঘ) A Passage to India by EM Forster
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➢ Which of these works contains a defence of the right of freedom of speech and 
expression?     [50th BCS]

 (ক) Holy Living and Holy Dying (খ) Areopagitica 

 (গ) Religio Medici  (ঘ) A Free Man’s Worship

➢ The lines ‘A Book of Verses underneath the Bough,/ A Jug of Wine, a Loaf of Bread – and 
Thou/ Beside me singing in the Wilderness….’ are taken from a famous translation work 
by.     [50th BCS]

 (ক) Scott Fitzgerald (খ) Edward Fitzgerald 

 (গ) William Fitzgerald (ঘ) Gerald Fitzgerald

BCS PRELI PREVIOUS YEARS’ QUESTION



English BCS-এ এখন সাফল্যের ভিভি, ভিভয-ভযভখত কম্বাইন্ড িস্তুভত

➢ The killing of albatross in The Rime of the Ancient Mariner was indicative of-  [50th BCS]

 (ক) a trigger-happy Mariner

 (খ) the essential irrationality of man

 (গ) a superstitious Mariner

 (ঘ) the Mariner as a skillful fowler
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Read the text below and answer the questions that follow: [47th BCS]
Artificial Intelligence (AI) epitomizes a transformative leap in technological paradigms, delineating systems or machines imbued 
with the faculty to emulate human cognitive processes such as learning, reasoning and problem-solving. This intricate domain 
amalgamates algorithms, voluminous data and computational dexterity to undertake tasks historically reliant on human intellect. 
Its ubiquitous influence permeates industries, reconfiguring economic frameworks and societal dynamics, thus warranting a 
comprehensive appraisal of its merits and demerits.

The historical trajectory of AI commenced in the mid-20th century with seminal contributions from Alan Turing, who 
conceptualized machines intelligence via the "Turing Test". The discipline gained momentum at the 1956 Dartmouth Conference, 
where John McCarthy christened it "Artificial Intelligence". Process was intermittent, constrained by technological limitations, 
until the proliferation of advanced hardware and expansive datasets in the 21st century revitalized AI research.

Several luminaries and corporations have catalyzed AI’s evolution. Google harnessed its data troves to pioneer machine learning, 
while open AI, initiated by Elon Musk and Sam Altman, redefined natural language processing with ChatGPT. DeepMind, led by 
Demis Hassabis, showcased AI’s progress with AlphaGO's triumph over human Go champions illustrating its strategic 
sophistication. These endeavours have significantly augmented AI’s global prominence. In daily existence, AI chatbots have 
become indispensable conduits, particularly in education and research. Tools like ChatGPT, Grok and Bard provide real-time 
education of intricate subjects and aid in synthesizing extensive data sets for academic inquiries. Students leverage these 
platforms to enhance learning, while researchers utilize them to expedite literature reviews and hypothesis formulation.
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1. Answer the following questions in your own words. Copying from the above text may 
affect your marks. 5 × 6 = 30
(a) How does AI integrate various elements to perform tasks traditionally done by 

humans?

(b) Mention the key milestones in the historical development of AI.

(c) What are the potential negative effects of AI on human life?

(d) What is proliferation of AI? Who contributed to its proliferation?

(e) What do you understand by the term 'dichotomous native" of AI? Explain briefly.

(f) How does AI contribute to 'cultural ramifications'?
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2. Write the contextual meaning of the following words and phrases in English. (Words are 
underlined in the text.) 1 × 10 = 10
(a) epitomize
(b) technology-driven milieue
(c) ubiquitous influence
(d) appraisal
(e) intermittent
(f) harnessed
(g) indispensable conduits
(h) a sense of obsolescence
(i) sagacious
(j) synergistic efforts
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3. Mark the following statements as true or false according to the text. If false, provide the 
correct information. 1 × 5 = 5
(a) AI systems work in the same way as the thinking process of humans. 
(b) The initial development of AI was fast.
(c) Advanced AI tools leverage its users.
(d) Humans might give up creative thinking due to their dependance on AI.
(e) The advent of AI is postulated to accentuate psychological strain among the 

workforce.
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4. Change the following words as directed and make meaningful sentences with the changed 
words. 2 × 5 = 10
(a) Dissemination (verb)
(b) Dexterity (adj) 
(c) Delineate (noun)
(d) Permeate (adj)
(e) Ascendancy (v)
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5. Write a synonym or an antonym (as directed) for each of the following words. 1 × 5 = 5
(a) Attenuate (synonym)
(b) Augment (Antonym)
(c) Eschew (Synonym)
(d) Expedite (Antonym)
(e) Indispensable (Antonym)

6. Give a suitable title for the above passage. Write a brief summary of it in 100 words. Add 
your comments on the use of AI in 50 words. 3 + 10 + 7 = 20
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7. Write a feature for the post editorial page of an English daily expressing your opinions 
on the following with a forwarding letter to the editor. 20
a) Is AI a threat to humanity?
b) Do you think AI is a colonial tool?
c) Do we need to decolonize AI? How can we do it?  

8. Write 2 (two) essays in 500 words each, on the following topics: 25 + 25 = 50
a) Digital Divide: Causes and Consequences
b) Labour Migration as a Human Right.
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9. Translate the following passage into English: 25
গণতল্ের উৎস িাচীন গ্রীল্স অনুসন্ধান করা যায়, যযখাল্ন নাগভরকগণ শাসনাভিকার অর্জল্নর মািেল্ম সমাল্র্
সমতা ও স্বািীনতার িভতষ্ঠা ঘটান। এই ব্েব্স্থা র্নসািারল্ণর অংশগ্রহল্ণর উপর ভনিজরশীয ভিয, যা তৎকাযীন
সমাল্র্ একভট পভরব্তজন এল্ন যেয়। অথচ যেল্টা এই ব্েব্স্থাল্ক তীব্রিাল্ব্ সমাল্যাচনা কল্রভিল্যন, কারণ ভতভন
ভব্শ্বাস করল্তন যয, গণতে অভশভিত র্নসািারল্ণর এিাল্ব্ রাল্ে অভস্থরতা ও অিভতহত স্বস্বরাচার িভতষ্ঠা কল্র,
যা োশজভনক শাসল্নর তুযনায় ত্রুভটপূণজ। ভতভন উচ্চভশভিত ব্েভিল্ের যনতৃত্বল্ক িািানে ভেল্ত যচল্য়ভিল্যন, কারণ
ভতভন মল্ন করল্তন যয, ভশভিত যনতৃত্ব রাল্ের ভস্থভতশীযতা ভনভিত করল্ত পাল্র। ব্তজমাল্ন গণতেল্ক যকউ
যমৌভযক অভিকাল্রর িতীক ভহল্সল্ব্ গ্রহণ কল্রন, অপরভেল্ক যকউ ব্া রার্ননভতক দ্বন্দ্ব, েূনজীভত ও শভিসম্পন্ন
ব্েভিল্ের িিাল্ব্র িিান উৎস ব্ল্য অভিভহত কল্রন। তথাভপ, ভনব্জাচনমূযক িভিয়া, মত িকাল্শর স্বািীনতা ও
নোয়ভব্চার গণতল্ের উল্েখল্যাগে সুফয। তল্ব্ অভস্থর রার্নীভত, যিাল্টর অপব্েব্হার, সামাভর্ক যিোল্িে ও
অথজননভতক অসমতা এর িব্ীণ কুফয। অতীল্তর ত্রুভটসমূহ অভতিম কল্র গণতে ভব্ল্শ্বর যেষ্ঠ শাসন ব্েব্স্থা
ভহল্সল্ব্ িভতভষ্ঠত হল্য়ল্ি ব্ল্য মল্ন করা হয়, কারণ এভট র্নগল্ণর কতৃজত্ব রিা কল্র এব্ং কাভিত উন্নভতর পথ
িশস্ত কল্র। অভিকন্তু, এই ব্েব্স্থা র্নগল্ণর সল্চতনতা, ভশিাগত উন্নয়ন ও রার্ননভতক শৃিযার উপর
ভনিজরশীয, যা এর কাযজকাভরতা ভনভিত করল্ত পাল্র। অতএব্, গণতল্ের সুফয-কুফল্যর সামঞ্জসে রিা ও
িারাব্াভহক উন্নয়ন ভনভিত করা িল্য়ার্ন।
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10. Translate the following text into Bangla: 25
Philosophy represents a profound exploration of existence, knowledge, and moral principles serving as a 
foundation for intellectual discourse. It engages human mind in questioning the nature of reality, the 
validity of knowledge and the ethical boundaries of human action. Science, by contrast, emerges as a 
disciplined investigation of natural phenomena through meticulous observation and rigorous 
experimentation. The inception of scientific thought can be traced to philosophical curiosity, where 
early thinkers, such as the ancient Greeks, pondered the mysteries of the universe, thus laying the 
ground work for empirical study that would later define modern science, For instance, during the 
Enlightenment, thinkers like John Locke advanced rational inquiry which profoundly influenced the 
development of scientific methodologies. Similarly, the contributions of Immanuel Kant provided a 
critical framework that shaped modern scientific paradigms, integrating metaphysical considerations 
into scientific process. This intellectual synergy persists across eras, as philosophy offers ethical 
guidance and logical coherence to scientific endeavors, preventing them from veering into uncharted or 
unethical territories. Without this philosophical underpinning, scientific progress might lack depth, 
direction or moral grounding, potentially leading to unintended consequences. Hence, the enduring 
alliance between philosophy and science not only fosters innovation but also addresses existential 
dilemmas and ethical challenges, affirming philosophy's pivotal role in the evolution and refinement of 
scientific knowledge.
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