ALIAIB] A

3A-TFANED “OIEl AN “ES Sr@G (T

SR NI

G B @ YEAET SICHT S W SErsal
1 TN ST el ST SigaIgaEl S
wrareifs «az «ea T (et (emEs Grei—
HERE WICAGATS ST a0 a%) atate |

fove Tomerdn e wifafzfe guo g

8 A eiaE WTeE g | TR SEEE

e (GTE S NI CAEERTs A
Z1%% oF91 2a7 (Ut 93 T faaifbas w
WAL FACE Q3T S8 TIHE (4 TEE TS
a5l TR P % e (ST e
feice ata st coree) @ W gEaiE oA 9
HEEILGE Hefas Fwe @ % Swee e
Wi Wiors «re wrel wEe| 3 efsiEam
csTare Eifee, « gacaa A «fe et
WCEAGAIE G ST e 32 a6 A Fane
A & FHefe carerEEa o1 @iag
(SiEsrEfE ) T e =8 a7 e,
T wigE a9 [BEe e A |

& AT WHS YA @ AT TH)

SETGAIE G e pie aaib wwel e
7 TTE-SEE | ST w4 S S, T
& fortes wergsRlal SAsiiee Sen e SIE
T G|

&%ia G S fon autad G 3ol
FEEAY ALl 98 aree; g3 WyEeaTd
w1 > I ¢ <1 s HiEs eaE )| oFE
HEH Lo T #HE FYF @7 880 @iE SHAEE
B RIS WES B R (AL TG A oA |

wie-alE e S wine e =, guEbe
FE DGR Al S ] Fald S
TS TF R Wi e A 1A S
g 41 =yfE vEeg 7 g sfessfs fars =
A Al rEE @ am wrditee T s
fmmaeite wisfce a7 i geag 3 one
(Fre=ra s i raurss eenzga fFee),
o e g T R

A GATE LG TACS TR S GG,
ufws Frera, Toa, Fs e s, G
wWiEE @ AfEEAEe O Sl SEe S
wrafEs | (%A T SEEH WHG LT U ST
A (U WF 0 A, (A4 Cﬁt‘ﬂfﬂm‘fﬁ
(249 1% quLEA LA THANIA © YSUG T4
T4 @ W B 2l BIEE) |

TGP

A= AT W wEe o

AT BEIE GEaTE (7 A
Zafa wrwragce 1 sifEcaes, Eifbs uy
(EEAE g BLAF; 2036 FEAR (HY AEE
il o (@APres) A wismsie Tanae
g fediare G giue ey o2 pfea weem
A @ AR Le <rEIR0E WEe Tl
G AT AN FAS T | W
ToerTRET oA SR S o 3
i s 2elersg aame |

G SR A Y (e Fe

e @3 5l wem =) o Rifte @ e
fafem a1 zrafem, Gev =wen Ot @ 29Ee
A | SR Qe AIgE e
caferee cererferares T we Aokl a1
ol warsqwsnd pie fars crma aae S
w15’ Aifen Sesm e e S S

“igq9] G 95td 31 Hiea Bica o afoxsle
o A T | iy SSralee S E-uE
(0 *To1eL=Ta (af) /¥ 7y Al SF Hd G4
wrEEfes g =fe Ao (wRada)
Afqwiarng erElaeme Hie 54| e
CPFBIST BYTHEI @ TN el s
fumrsa (P15 arew, A aaih wefEs
sArgmeias wuaE 218 e s = Sve

-GG G SBR[
rda wary ) T o Avge Wa aE =fead
HUHH 9N FAE, 1THe TRANEH AT 99
ferg wFare o1 Tarwe, W (A e s Srare 1)
w72, witwa afeafes e weyeas wnfas 98 e
Trrae Terfafafooas 2o @ares @ st

® WA A G “awE AEE A

G (4% (e, BaTalE (ure Teie



%3 WA 408 FACR A6 a1«

BEI® 03¢~y AT

S NI O FZwifs 4wy, B!
@ BINGIGIS 26y, 25 @ 2AGier,
(21N (GFABGIZET, STHIET 7o G
HINEIfEN gol 981 (@rez)

e eiferavis, 5ra

BA® 200~ LEaT YU TH GAreed
sy q9Ie (@EUeiEs & ¢ *roI | «Fd
o1 B o e e 0 R (T R i
GRS ¥ g 88y @6 Wfdw
TEEd o5 @t 9w *ife g Sdfqgrad
fqern Widms W aeife Zae 7% a5
GgEIaa gaaE wfEE qo *1eied a5 @
S B “ef 91 S FUCE |

aeif Smgw g (3ffa)  srewE
CIAE “icf da@if@a Z@aism sfaed=
oEM FLArz| ©OCS WAl AW, HES
G LIGEA GUN HS W G 2 -GS
wifsE gy fafewm a1 2 ZEE vey @I
THAEE Y @M e, I SNeE
GLARLAG GBE FNR FAAR S WS 5o
*[B[24 | 91S TIGRLAT SR WA (NG LM
ZrafEs sy Wi b fafeaw wattaa wio

wEafa I Zufae 49w, B ¢
BITCIGTS #¢F, 95 ¢ AB&ars 75, (A
BHBIZH, SFIE oo @ BrefEas ge!
AW ATTE | SE YU 9iC 05 1F (APTFHZ

FhasiEgers sira aeif@ |

«afra vjoy a@ife Sae Carmfe S
IEd SEaF eFgdd T o[ oI
@ree| Aw fadma wse @y oe
GRS v @I SaArgd 24 9"
qrACE, 1 fersrEd W fga ol @I |

fifag s TgEEl, vefe wdawaa
G S WA A 2 2EE Wy @b
TAIEd Cofd M 9@ife ZRicg, 0 AeE
L9 G2 FAEE (BTH 2 WIS 8@ *1S[2%1
| @Y SIFAIECS 034 o q@ifa ae
oL (FIT TANHE, q1 5T q2(aa €32 T
QER S WSS w@ *ToIe* |

faern Wi aefv 4 Bl
belfe OdaRlad 49 A WA 9 @i
TANdE BNMGl 8 DWURIS ¥ @i
AR, T G5 LT S AW Gerird
8 WfF o Woied @M | GRfa A o
yo @IfS TATZA B! @ BIICRES %y a@i
TR, U1 91 I%ldd QS FAEE 68 & ¥
w(es (afe |

gorm gzaw Ure P efemers s
HIS A @ 4TS (ACE qSIT 2T LS @I
GG A7, Ul SNITE LT GB2 AN
G &3 S0 =2 & | TS 9 I
THANAA A efeareTs 6 3@ ) 9
CHGG QI BT L WIS L o1

599 TFEILA A A6 8 ABES A
AVICS AIS A = ZRCE 8% &I T,
ql WS WG 2 AT G S
WS $4 *To124 & | SrgEifa A ATE q
@ waEa #% ¢ “Bas Y4 a@=
TCACR | €S TAE GG SR *roie=T|

sj%es e 7@ 4re @ GHOEA
a0z @ I Tard, T S 99iad @ h
A THAAE © W 2y TR (&)
FRIfars a8@ =z v @b 9y =4
THICEA (@I (BHDIZA 7, &gfa 8 eI
b TS|

9 Yl beife TAaRiad Y9N AMS WA
o (@I TAEa prTIfaz gel, wo @b
TAltad fzafas 4ams, sa @b wwiad
#AITBS 997 @ 0q (@b TANFd LIF<E A
QI TR

@ e T g

IACACE “el ARG AACHra T ASE
JedZ| Hefe wdaRlad 9N AS NCA
cwibre aeife Atz ¢ @1 TATad %oy,
Tl WoE AfRET G2 AN THAE S
WS L8 *TIe (AP

Ao g2¢ amE wnfifcs AS TKH
AW AT e @ TAEd %65, =l
o 99 fzw osw @I TEE @ 7wl
THAE 9 @I THAE, i 3¢ @b
THAE @ (FWIEEHISA 8¢ (FIh THIad )
el e

-0 (G ) 1 S 1 R e 11 ot 4 5
Siferrag AeooA Rrmanzea 13 seiefe
THEH AN GZAF AE, GAGLAGE
HEFSE FEE (514 AMITEE (419 5ifzwl
FOWZ| @ BIS! Grerw FEhe wifzaet 30s
AMa— a3 *1gra g @l afovm g
GUCACTE G wee Twe Afaca facz)
ferdivtaa saes siersifas swaar oifos =&
G914 @Faw= feratd 4s e &40 98|

03/02/2026 Common Pg 13



The architecture of power

Why separation, not fusion, is Bangladesh's next political test

IMahbubur Rahman

n the autumn of 1990, a mass uprising
forced the resignation of Hussain
Muhammad Ershad. Power shifted
because public legitimacy evaporated.
Yet what followed was not institutional
rebirth. It was the restoration of party
dominance under familiar banners.
Bangladesh moved from one concentration
of authority to another, as if history were less
a system learning to regulate itself and more
a pendulum swinging between personalities.

For three decades thereafter, electoral
victories translated into executive
centralization. Party leadership and state
leadership fused in one person. The party
chair became the gravitational centre of
governance. Cabinet, parliament, and
bureaucracy revolved around that core.
When the leader appeared strong, the state
seemed stable. When the leader weakened,
the structure trembled.

The rivalry between the Awami League
under Sheikh Hasina and the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party under the Zia family
entrenched this architecture. Both camps
conflated symbolic authority with executive
control. Victory meant command over
institutions. Defeat meant marginalization
bordering on erasure.

The result was boycotts, confrontations,
politicized administration, and institutional
fatigue. Economic planning suffered.
Regulatory independence eroded.
Democratic credibility thinned.

The 2026 election has rewritten the
immediate balance of power. The BNP has
secured a decisive parliamentary majority
and now commands the next government.
The mandate reflects public appetite for
change after economic strain and prolonged
political concentration.

Yet electoral triumph does not answer
the structural question Bangladesh has long
avoided. Not merely who governs, but how
governance should be organised.

Tarique Rahman'’s centrality to the
BNP’s revival is indisputable. During years
of repression and exile, he preserved
organizational coherence and helped
engineer the party’s return. The victory is
inseparable from that continuity. Removing
him from party leadership would be neither
realistic nor strategically wise.

The deeper question is whether party
leadership must automatically convert
into executive government leadership.
Bangladesh’s history counsels caution.
When the same individual embodies
the ideological centre of a party and the
administrative head of the state, dissent
narrows, Cabinet autonomy contracts. Policy
risks becoming an extension of personality.
Institutional criticism is recast as personal
disloyalty. Accountability weakens.

Comparative politics suggests
alternatives. In the United Kingdom, four
prime ministers served between 2016 and
2022 under the same majority party without
systemic collapse. Party continuity coexisted
with executive turnover.

Germany formalized role differentiation:
A largely ceremonial Federal President and

an executive Federal Chancellor. Stability
rests on structure rather than permanence of
one individual.

Japan’s postwar history reveals decades
of single-party dominance with frequent
changes in prime ministers. Party durability
absorbed internal pressures while executive
leadership rotated.

Bangladesh is distinct in history and
political culture. Yet the structural lesson is
portable, Systems that distinguish symbolic
authority from executive responsibility
are more adaptable. They reduce political
temperature and create space for correction
without rupture,

Applied to the present moment, this
logic suggests a disciplined course. Retain
Tarique Rahman as the strategic nucleus
of the party, responsible for ideological
direction, organizational renewal, and long-
term political strategy. At the same time,

Political maturity is
measured not by how
tightly power is held,
but by how intelligently
it is structured

nominate a prime minister distinct from him,
someone whose legitimacy is anchored in
administrative competence and institutional
performance.

This does not diminish his influence.

It elevates it. As strategic architect rather
than daily administrator, he would shape
the party’s horizon without absorbing

the frictions of executive management.

The prime minister would govern within
constitutional parameters, accountable to
parliament and law, not to informal personal
hierarchy.

Such differentiation would signal
maturation beyond personality fusion. It
would reassure domestic constituencies and
international partners that governance will
be institutional rather than personalised. For
an electorate fatigued by concentration and
confrontation, it would indicate seriousness
about competence and stability.

The economic implications are
substantial. Bangladesh’s development
model depends on export manufacturing,
remittances, and macroeconomic stability.
Investors assess predictability. Credit
evaluations incorporate governance risk.
When authority is heavily personalized,
policy direction appears contingent
on individual survival. Risk premiums
rise. Separating party leadership from
executive authority introduces institutional
reassurance. It signals that policy
frameworks are process driven rather than
personality dependent.

Administrative benefits follow. A prime
minister distinct from the party chair
must build authority through cabinet
coordination, parliamentary engagement,

and bureaucratic management. That
necessity strengthens collective decision-
making and clarifies accountability. It
reduces the likelihood of parallel informal
power centres that distort governance.

Sceptics will warn that such separation
could be cosmetic, with real power exercised
elsewhere. That danger is genuine. The
model succeeds only if role differentiation
is operational and transparent. Empowered
institutions, clear chains of responsibility,
and visible decision-making processes are
essential. Without them, separation becomes
theatre.

Yet replicating the old fusion model
carries heavier risks. Concentrated authority
invites concentrated opposition. Governance
becomes synonymous with loyalty to
one individual. Institutional reform stalls
because reform unsettles entrenched
networks. Bangladesh has seen the costs of
that design.

The electorate today is younger, more
connected, and less deferential than in
the 1990s. Urbanization and an expanding
middle class have altered expectations.
Citizens increasingly demand pragmatic
solutions over symbolic dominance. A
leadership model that distributes authority
aligns more closely with these realities.

There is also a geopolitical dimension.
Bangladesh navigates complex relationships
with regional powers while remaining
integrated into global trade networks.
Strategic autonomy requires calibrated
diplomacy.

An executive leader with technocratic
credibility can manage external engagement
without every move being filtered through
domestic personality narratives. Meanwhile,
the party chair can maintain strategic
coherence at home,

None of this diminishes Tarique Rahman’s
importance. It reframes it. By remaining
the strategic nucleus rather than assuming
the executive helm, he positions himself
as builder of durable structures rather
than occupant of a transient office. The
prime minister would run the state within
institutional constraints, strengthening the
distinction between party and government.

Political maturity is measured not by
how tightly power is held, but by how
intelligently it is structured. Having won
decisively. the BNP now has an opportunity
rarely granted in Bangladeshi politics: To
redesign authority at the moment of triumph
rather than under duress.

Systems built around individuals can
rise quickly and fracture abruptly. Systems
built around differentiated roles move more
deliberately and endure. The choice before
the new government is not between strength
and weakness, but between fusion and
structure. Power fused commands attention.
Power structured commands longevity. e

Mahbubur Rahman is a strategic communications
expert with nearly two decades of experience working
across governance reform, public systems, and
development programming focused on the intersection
of political institutions, economic resilience, and
long-term structural reform. Views expressed are the
writer's own.
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It’s all about efficiency

What is going to happen to the US newspaper
industry is what has happened everywhere else
that national competition has happened

THE LAST WORD

] ) TIM WORSTALL

he Washington Post has
just fired one third of its
journalists. We can, if we
wish, look at this as a vile
hollowing out of that essential
counterparty to democracy, a free
press. We can even -- as varied
American politicians have been
-- demand that as Jeff Bezos, the
owner, is vastly rich then he should
just keep swallowing the losses and
stop complaining.

It’s also possible to look at the
underlying economics here and
suggest that Bezos hasn’t fired
enough journalists.

I know, this isn’t something anyone
else is saying, but then none of us who
make our living in journalism like to
see fewer of us being employed.

The uncomfortable truth is that
the underlying economics does,
over time, determine everything.
American newspapers are a good
example of this.

Back in history, newspapers
were monopolies. The sheer size
of the country, the slowness of the
transport system, meant that each
really big city had its own paper.
Which dominated its hinterland, as
far as the lorries could get the one
day’s printing before it was time to
turn around and get back for the
next day’s. The railway system is for
freight, not passengers, so national
distribution was impossible.

As local monopolies, the
newspapers controlled the revenue
from the classified ads, display ads
and, of course, the revenues from
people buying the paper itself.

Each amounted to about one third
of revenues and it was the classifieds
that really made the profit. The sale
of the newspaper itself really just
covered the cost of printing and
distributing it.

Then the internet arrives.
Facebook and Google make lesser
inroads to display advertising. And
of course no one is paying for the
newspaper any more -- it’s all online.
The geographic monopolies have
been broken because, well, geography
doesn’t matter on the internet.

The whole business has changed.
Sure, there will still be big national
newspapers. But they’re not
monopolies any more. So papers
cannot be run on the basis of being
monopolies, with huge numbers
of unproductive staff just because
they can be there. Competition is
acting like it always does on former
monopolies. Gutting them of the
fat and inefficiency that monopoly

allows.

What is going to happen to the
US newspaper industry is what has
happened everywhere else that
national competition has happened.
Lean organizations -- like this one
you're reading now, or like the UK
newspaper industry from a century
back when the railways were the
national distribution system -- and
only 10 or 12 of them too.

This also isn’t a point
just about newspapers.
When the underlying
economics changes,
then every organisation
that was formerly
sitting atop them then
those organizations
have to change too

Instead of a monopoly by area, there
will be those many fewer competing
with each other. The competition
demands both the many fewer and
the greater efficiency of those that
remain.

Now, we can say that thisis not
desirable. We can insist that we'd
prefer it some other way. But because
the underlying economics was as it
was, is now as it is, that’s the way it’s
going to be.

I've written for the Washington
Post, someone [ used to work with has
just been hired as a columnist there,
someone I greatly admire and have
copied has been a columnist there
for some years. I even used to read
the paper religiously when I lived in
Washington DC.

But none of those change the
basic and important point here. The
economics underlying American
newspapers have changed. Therefore
American newspapers have to change.

This also isn’t a point just about
newspapers. When the underlying
economics changes, then every
organisation that was formerly sitting
atop them then those organizations
have to change too. American
newspapers are merely an example of
this, e

Tim Worstall is a senior fellow at the Adam
Smith Institute in London.
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:Golam Mowla

Although the European Union’s
garment market recorded slight
growth throughout 2025, a clear
setback emerged in December,
the final month of the year.

The latest data from the Eu-
ropean statistical office Eurostat
show that in December 2025,
the total value of EU garment
imports declined by 2.27% com-
pared to December 2024.

On a full-year basis, the mar-
ket grew by 2.10%.

However, the December de-
cline indicates that demand weak-
ened toward the end of the year
and price pressure intensified.

Market analysts say whether
this slowdown is temporary or
long-term will depend on trends
in European consumer spending.

Bangladesh’s garment exports
to the European Union fell signif-
icantly in December.

Compared to December 2024, in

December 2025:

® Export value declined by
12.05%

= Supply volume declined by
0.61%

m Average unit price declined

by 11.50%

The notable point is that al-
though there was no major de-
clinein volume, the dropin prices
caused a major hit to total export
earnings. This means that while
supply remained nearly stable to
retain market share, buyers pur-
chased products at lower prices.

Industry insiders say Europe-
an retailers focus on inventory
adjustments in the final quarter
of the year. Reduced post-festi-
val sales and consumer spending
restraint affected the situation.
Asaresult, price pressure on new
orders increased.

According to the latest Eu-
rostat data, from January to De-
cember 2025, garment imports
into the European Union in-
creased by 2.10% to reach a total
of $90 billion.

This growth was mainly driv-
en by a 13.78% increase in import
volume (million kilograms). How-
ever, during the same period, the
average unit price (euro per kilo-
gram) declined by 10.27%, indicat-
ing price pressure in the market.

In this context, Bangladesh’s
garment exports to the EU also
increased. From $18.32 billion in
2024, exports rose to $19.41 bil-
lion in 2025, representing growth
of 5.97%.

Export volume increased by
10.20%, but the average unit
price declined by 3.84%.

However, some slowdown
appeared toward the end of the
year. Compared to December
2024, in December 2025 export
value declined by 12.05%, vol-
ume by 0.61%, and unit price
by 11.50%—indicating a recent
downward trend.

Other major exporting coun-
tries also recorded overall pos-
itive growth. China exported
garments worth $26.58 billion
to the EU, an increase of 1.17%
compared to the previous year.
The country’s export volume in-
creased by 11.64%, although unit
price declined by 9.38%.

This reflects China’s strategic
shift toward the European market
amid challenges in the US market.

India, Pakistan, and Cambodia
also maintained positive growth.
Vietnam achieved 9.66% growth,
exporting $4.38 billion, and its
unit price increased by 4.51%.

On the other hand, Turkey’s
exports declined by 10.73% to
$8.34 billion.

In this regard, former BGMEA
director Mohiuddin Rubel told
Dhaka Tribune: “Overall imports
in the EU market have increased,
but competition has intensified
due to price declines. In Bangla-
desh’s case, although volume in-
creased, actual earnings did not

grow as expected because unit
prices declined. The December
downward trend is a warning—we
must now focus more on high-
er-value products, skill develop-
ment, and market diversification.”

December data show three
cleartrendsin the European mar-
ket. First, buyers have adopted a
cautious stance instead of plac-
ing large orders. Second, price
competition has intensified.
Third, supplying countries have
been forced to offer discounts to
retain market share.

As a result, the average unit
price has declined rapidly. Al-
though unit prices fell through-
out the year, the decline intensi-
fied further in December.

China remains the top suppli-
er in the European Union market.
In December, it also faced price
pressure. Although it continued its
strategy of higher volume supply,
the average unit price declined.
This indicates that China also ad-
justed prices to retain market share.

Turkey’s decline was more
pronounced. Its export value fell
by double digits. Rising produc-
tion costs and falling behind in
price competition are believed to
be the reasons.

Vietnam, on the other hand,
managed to show relative sta-
bility. India and Pakistan main-
tained limited growth.

Overall, price pressure was
widespread across the European
market in December.

What is the message for
Bangladesh?
Bangladesh’s garment industry

Bangladesh’s RMG exports to
EU suffer setback

has long depended on its ability to
produce and supply in large vol-
umes. December data show that
even if volume remains stable,
total earnings can decline rapidly
when price pressure increases.

Production costs, especially
wages, energy, and raw material
prices, are rising. But when aver-
age unit prices decline in the in-
ternational market, industry prof-
it margins shrink. This can affect
new investment, technological
development, and employment.

Analysts say sustainable
growth cannot be achieved by
increasing volume alone. Greater
focus must be placed on increas-
ing unit prices through value
addition, improved design, di-
versified products, and quality
enhancement.

Outlook ahead

If the December slowdown is

temporary, the market may re-

cover in the new year. However, if

consumer demand remains weak

for a prolonged period, price

competition among supplying

countries will intensify further.

In this situation, Bangladesh fac-

es three major challenges—

4 Ensuring fair prices,

4 Controlling production costs,
and

@ Increasing participation in
higher-value products.

It is noteworthy that Decem-
ber 2025 data clearly indicate
that growth momentum in the
European Union garment market
has slowed and price pressure
has intensified.

The double-digit decline in
Bangladesh’s export value shows
that although market position re-
mains strong, income stability is
at risk.

The data were published by
Eurostat. Differences in data col-
lection methods among coun-
tries may exist, so direct compar-
ison with other sources may not
always be possible.

Overall, December figures
indicate that the European gar-
ment market is now being deter-
mined more by price competition
than by volume. For Bangladesh,
it is now essential to ensure sus-
tainable income through value
addition while retaining market
share. e
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Let women lead

This election failed women. We must now

work to change this

¥ Fariha Hossain

his election opened a real path for
democracy in Bangladesh and the
energy was visible everywhere.
From village tea stalls to city
discussions, people talked about policy.
They debated leadership and the future,
Democracy felt active, It felt grounded in
people’s daily lives.
Many of us are glad to see elected
leaders who speak about inclusion. But the
final numbers brought disappoi

low.

This mismatch should trouble anyone
who believes in representative democracy.

This result is also a broken promise.
The July Charter set a clear benchmark for
this transition. It asked polirical parties to
start with at least 5% women candidates
in parliamentary nominations. This was
meant to represent a political turning
point.

Yet, women made up less than 4% of all
candidates. Most major parties, including

Only seven wamen were elected out of
300 parliamentary seats. This is a very
small number and none of us can be fully
satisfied with this outcome,

The gap feels sharp because women
were highly visible throughout the
election. They campaigned. They
organized. They monitored polling.

They voted in strong numbers, Their
participation as citizens was high, yvet their
presence as elected representatives stayed

g ies to the charter, failed to meet
even this modest 5% target. This was the
charter’s first credibility test, and the
political parties failed it,

still, disappointment can be a starting
point. Today the number is seven, With
planning, it can become 70 in the next
election. This will not happen by chance. It
will only happen if we keep reminding our
institutions about this gap, We must stay
committed to structural change,

From the reform directions already in

circulation, five concrete promises can
directly support women’s leadership.

First, we need direct elections for
women’s reserved seats instead of indirect
nomination. Earlier dialogues argued that
direct elections give women real voter
accountability. It gives them political
legitimacy rather than just symbolic
presence.

Maost major parties,
including signatories to the
charter, failed to meet even

2}
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Second, we need a strict legal requirement
for nominations. The voluntary
commitments of the July Charter were
ignored, We need mandatory rules
Tequiring parties to nominate a minimum
percentage of women. Without binding
laws, parties often praise empowerment
in manifestos but give very few winnable
tickets.

Third, we must expand reserved seats
and link them to constituencies. Reform
discussions have suggested linking
women’s seats to defined geographic
areas. This ensures representatives answer

to voters, not only to party leadership.

Fourth, we need public campaign
finance support, Research shows that
lack of access to money is a strong barrier,
Women often lack the property and
informal funding networks that male
candidates use to buy influence.

Fifth, we need constitutional backing
for equal participation in oversight bodies.
Many women MPs sit on committees
but have limited influence. Rules should
require proportional representation in key
committees like finance, law, and public
accounts,

The problem is not only national. It
is global. Women's equal participation
is essential to achieving the bl

recent election analysis, parties often
treat financial viability as a prerequisite.
This creates a cycle where men dominate
because the system is designed around
male access to resources,

Can the government fix this alone? No,
Government action is necessary, but not
sufficient,

Folitical parties must change how they
finance and protect candidates., Their
manifesto promises must be tracked. The
media and civil society should publish
gender scorecards after every election,

Citizens also have power. We can
question nomination lists. We can support
capable women candidates openly. We can

hall that treat politics

Development Goals. Yet worldwide,
women still hold enly about 27% of
parliamentary seats. Very few countries
have reached parity. At the current pace,
equal representation may take decades.

Evidence shows that when women lead,
outcomes improve, From local councils
in South Asia to municipalities in Europe,
women leaders have been linked with
stronger delivery in water, childcare, and
social protection.

Representation is not only about
fairness. It improves decisions.

Bangladesh's own research explains
why progress is slow. Patriarchal norms
and male-dominated party structures
hold women back. As noted during the

[ ge social
as a male space, Change in numbers starts,
with change in culture.

Voter turnout in this election was
about 59.44%. That number can grow
when people see that democracy truly
includes everyone, A healthy demacracy
is measured not anly by turnout, Tt is
measured by who gets to lead,

Democracy grows through pressure.

It grows through participation and
accountability, The road is open. Now we
have to walk it with purpose. =

Fariha Hossain is @ development professional and
humanitanan, Her work focuses an social inclusion
and women's rights in Bangladesh. She can be
reached at Farihahossain du@gmail com




India-EU trade deal: a brief review

The European Union (EU) and India is signing free trade
agreement that both sides have hailed as 'the mother of all
deals’. The agreement came together after over nearly two
decades of intermittent negotiations and during a geo—
economic crisis triggered by United States President Donald
Trump's trade war. The deal between India and the 27-nation
EU covers about 2 billion people and represents a combined
market of nearly US5 27 trillion and about 25 per cent of the
global gross domestic product (GDP). It is expected to
significantly reduce tariffs for }ndla and the EU as the deal is
India's largest and most i and
covers goods, services and investments across the EU's
customs union.
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and
European Council President Antonio Costa were in New Delhi
as honorary guests for the Indian Republic Day and its annual
military parade and was joined by Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
In 2023, the EU withdrew its generalised system of preferences
{GSP) for India, expesing its exporters to higher tariffs. The
new deal, analysts noted, could give India an edge in several
sectors, including textiles, pharmaceuticals, machinery, steel,
petroleum products and electrical equipment.
Overall, the EU is giving India access to 144 services subsectors
while India is opening 102 subsectors to the EU, Incfudlﬂgm
the and telec
Negotiations to reach a trade deal between India and the EU
broke down in 2013 over New Delhi's reluctance to open its
automobile sector. Under the deal announced on Tuesday last,
however, New Delhi will open its domestic automobile market
to EU imports, slashing tariffs on most cars from the EU to 30
to 35 per cent, which are to be then phased down to 10 per cent
over several years.
HOW WILL THE DEAL BENEFIT THE EU: Indian tariffs on 30 per
cent of goods imported from the EU will fall to zero
immediately. Overall, tariffs on 96.6 per cent of EU goods.
expaorts to India will be eliminated or reduced, EU officials said.
The deal will save up te 4 billion euros ($4.74bn) a yearin
dutles on European products,
Besides the relaxation of tariffs on car imports from the EU,
existing Indian tariffs of up to 44 per cent on machinery, 22 per
cent on chemicals and 11 per cent on pharmaceuticals will, for
the most part, be eliminated.
Tariffs an EU aireraft and spacecraft will also be eliminated for
almaost all pmdu(u while lhose on opﬂu] medical and surgical
will b d for 90 per cent of products.
M.eanwhile spirits and wines imported to India from the EU,
currently tariffed at 150 per cent, will be cut to 20 to 30 per
cent for wines, 40 per cent for spirits and 50 per cent for beer.
India will also provide improved access for EU firms in financial
and maritime services, and both sides will simplify customs
rules and provide stronger intellectual property protections.
HOW WILL THE DEAL BENEFIT INDIA: The EU will scrap all
tariffs on 90 per cent of Indian goods, and within seven years,
that will be extended to 92 per cent of Indian goods.
Among those benefitting from zero tariffs immediately are
marine/seafood products, such as shrimp and frozen fish
(currently levied at up to 26 per cent); chemicals (12.8 per
cent); plastics and rubber (6.5 per cent); leather and footwear
{17 per cent); textiles (12 per cent); apparel (4 per cent); base

trade

For decades, Indian exports of garments, textiles, leather, and
Jootwear entered the EU facing substantial tariffs. The EU-India FTA
dismantles this constraint almost entirely

writes
Muhammad Zamir

THE ECONOMIC POWER PARTNERSHIP

Combined = 25% of Global GDP
Farging a partnership for open mar
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KEY PILLARS OF THE INDIA-EU FTA
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relations with the US president, India is one of the most heavily
tariffed countries by the US - at 50 per cent on goods - asa
result of Trump's trade war. Half of that is punishment for
India's continued purchase of Russian crude oil, which White
House officials said is financing the Kremlin's war on Ukraine.
EU tensions with the Trump administration have been building
as well, particularly over Trump's insistence that the US be
allowed to buy Greenland, which is a territory of EU member
Denmark.

This manth, Trump threatened additional tariffs of 10 per cent
= rising ta 25 per cent in June - against eight European
:uuntnes that had objem'.:l to Trurrlp sdemand to buy

Bath

stated that the island, which is politically part of Europe butis
geographically located in Morth America, is not for sale,

The EU is still subject to up ta 15 per cent tariffs by the US
unde ran EU-US trade deal signed last year. Experts said the

*

of the India-EU trade agreement has been

pedited, in part, in to this p from the Trump
administration.
The White House has already eriticised the agreement. US
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent lashed out at the EU over the
pact with New Delhi.
IMPACT ON BANGLADESH: With Bangladesh set to graduate
from LOC status in N ber 2026, and its p
to the EU market expected to erode after a three-year
transition pericd, the timing of this deal couldnotbe more

lie

UNPRECEDENTED GOODS SERVICES & DIGITAL FUTURE-READY
MARKET ACCESS TRADE BOOST MOBILITY & TALENT
Over 99% of Indian Ambitious Access in 144 Seamless Movement lor CBAM (Carbon Border
9 gain preferential entry Subsectors for Indian it shilled prafessionals, # i
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metals (10 per cent); and gems and jewellery (4 per cent).
There will be partial tariff cuts and quotas for about 6 per cent.
of Indian goods, bringing the EU's average tariff rate down
from 1.8 per cent to 0.1 per cent. Overall, 99.5 percent of
bilateral trade will benefit from some form of tariff concession.
India is still seeking improvements in tariff-free steel export
quotas, and the outcome of these talks is due by June 30 before
EU rules take effect on July 1. Under the deal as it stands, India
would be allowed to export 1.6 million tonnes of steel to the EU
duty-free, but this is only about half of what it exports
annually at present,

The EU has not granted India an exemption from its carbon
border adjustment mechanism (CBAM), which taxes "carbon-
intensive” goods - those that require large amounts of energy
to produce, such as steel, cement, fertiliser and electricity.
Only countries that are associated with the EU, such as Norway,
Iceland, Liechtenstein and Switzerland are exempt from these

The US remains the biggest overall trading partner for both
India and the EU. However, over the past decade, goods trade
between India and the EU has grown substantially, rising from
about $74bn in 2020 to $136bn in 2024-2025, making the EU
India's largest goods trading partner.

Indiais the EU's ninth largest trading partner, accounting for
2.4 per cent of its total trade, compared with 17.3 per cent for
the US and 14.6 per cent for China.

From 2019 to 2024, India-EU trade in services also grew with
Indian exports rising from $22.5bn ta $44bn while EU exports
increased from about $17bn to 534bn. The two mainly traded
in business consulting and IT services. Currently, India has a
favourable trade surplus with the EU of more than $15bn as its
exports of 575.85bn outpace imports of $60.68bn. EU exports
are heavy on machinery, transport equipment and chemicals
while India mostly exports chemicals, base metals, mineral
products and textiles. The two sides hope to increase that to

due to their participation in the EU emissions-trading system about $200bn by 2030,

orrelated agreements. Countries whose emissmns-u-admg The EU says about 6,000 European P inindia
systems are linked directly to the EU's, such as d, are vhile about 1,500 Indian comp havea presence in the EU.
also exempt. TENSIONS WITH THE US: Despite Modi having relatively good

fing. While trade of other
I:leyund" iglad scon:lol this one utmost
in ing how ions would

reshape in its most important export dmlnailun andwhat
that implies for preparedness, policy priorities, and the
sustainability of an export model built largely on preferential
margins rather than enduring competitiveness,
For decades, Indian exports of garments, textiles, leather, and
footwear entered the EU facing substantial tariffs. The EU-
India FTA dismantles this constraint almost entirely. For
instance, it would slash duties on footwear from 17 per cent to
zero, and apparel and textiles from 9-12 per cent to zera,
gthening India s ith

1 Biven the safeg i bedded in the
EU's d System of o5, there is a genuine risk
that even if Bangladesh qualifies for GSP+ after graduation, its
garment exports could still face full MFN tariffs, fundamentally
altering the competitive balance in the EU market.
The structure of exports to the EU differs sharply between
India and Bangladesh. In 2024, India exported about 580
billion worth of goods to the EU from a diversified basket
domlnaled I:;r engineering goods, chemicals, minerals,

als, and agricultural prod mth textiles and

apparel accounting for less than 10 per cent. Bangladesh's
exports, by contrast, ameunted to about $21.4 billion in FY25,
rnowtllin 90 per cent of which ﬂmefmm garments. Such
ladesh particularly vulnerable to
simdss in a single sector, with limited scope to offset losses
through diversification,

‘Muhammad Zamir, a former Ambassador is an analyst
specialised in foreign affairs, ng.hnn infnﬂnnmn and good

il.com
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How severe is the Chittagong Port deadlock?

l Golam Mowla

Chittagong Port, the country’s
principal gateway handling about
92% of Bangladesh’s trade, is
mired in disruption. When oper-
ations stall at this scale, the im-
pact extends beyond the port to
factories, export orders, foreign
exchange earnings and ultimately
CONSUITIETS,

Although limited operations
resumed after six consecutive
days of strike, normalcy has not
returned. Protests, administrative
actions and countermeasures have
deepened uncertainty. Containers
are piling up inside and outside
the port, ships are queuing at
outer anchorage, and discontent
among workers is intensifying.

ORIGINS OF DISPUTE
The crisis began on January 31 over
a decision to lease the New Moor-
ing Container Terminal (NCT) to
Dubai-based operator DP World.
Workers alleged the move was
made without meaningful con-
sultation. Tensions escalated after
several employees were transferred
instead of dialogue being initiated.
An eight-hour daily work stop-
page began last Saturday and soon
turned into an indefinite strike,
effectively halting vessel move-
ment—an unprecedented devel-
opment in the port’s history.
Though the program was sus-
pended for two days on Thursday
afternoon, operations took time to
restart due to tidal schedules, night-
time navigation limits and the cu-
mulative disruption. Ships strand-
ed at jetties were shifted during
high tide Friday morning, and ves-
sels waiting offshore were berthed.
Even then, truck queues at terminal
gates underscored the backlog.

CONTAINER CONGESTION,
SHIPPING DELAYS

According to port authorities,
more than 38,000 TEUs are now
stacked in the yards, including
over 29,000 full container load
(FCL) units tied directly to im-
port-export trade,

Export congestion is acute.
About 1,000 TEUs of export con-
tainers remain stuck inside the
port. Private inland container de-
pots hold 13,000-14,000 export
containers, with another 1,500 at
private depots and 1,750 awaiting
transfer to the Kamalapur Inland
Container Depot. Fresh export
cargo is arriving, but unresolved
backlogs are straining capacity.

The outer anchorage presents
the most visible sign of paralysis:
fuel and gas tankers, more than 50
container ships and over 100 bulk
carriers are waiting. Daily arrivals
are complicating berth schedul-

ing. Shipping sources estimate de-
murrage costs of $15,000-$20,000
per vessel per day, pushing cu-
mulative losses into hundreds of
crores of taka.

The readymade garments sec-
tor faces the heaviest fallout.
Several feeder vessels have de-
parted without scheduled export
containers, disrupting shipments
to Europe and the United States.
Khairul Alam Sujan, former di-
rector of the Bangladesh Shipping
Agents’ Association, warned that
clearing the backlog of over 14,000
export containers could take two
to two-and-a-half months., Be-
yond financial losses, he said, the
disruption risks damaging Bangla-
desh’s trade credibility and erod-
ing buyer confidence.

Production chains are also un-
der strain. More than 800 contain-
ers of raw materials belonging to
Pran-RFL Group are stuck at the

port. Delays threaten output in
plastics, electronics and other in-
dustries, while late food shipments
risk rejection by foreign buyers.
Business leaders describe the situ-
ation as a “double shock™—raw ma-
terials stalled on one end and fin-
ished goods blocked on the other,

BUSINESSES FRET, POLICY
TENSIONS

Importers and exporters in the
apparel sector have sought ur-
gent intervention from the Minis-
try of Shipping to restore normal
operations. Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters As-
sociation Acting President Selim
Rahman said any disruption at
Chittagong Port directly under-
mines supply chains and export
flows. The association cautioned
that failure to meet lead times
could result in immediate losses
and jeopardize future orders, af-

fecting export growth and foreign
CUTTENCY earnings.

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry noted that roughly
54,000 containers are stranded,
while businesses are incurring addi-
tional costs of Tk 10,000-15,000 per
container daily. With the port typ-
ically handling about 9,000 TEUs
per day, prolonged disruption could
trigger order cancellations, diver-
sion of cargo to competing coun-
tries and price hikes in the domestic
market. Ten leading business asso-
ciations jointly described the port
as the “heartbeat” of the economy,
warning that even a single day of
paralysis causes massive losses.

Amid efforts to defuse the cri-
sis, the port authority has written
to the Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion seeking asset investigations
into 15 employees linked to the
protests and requested travel
bans. The move has heightened
tensions. The Chittagong Port
Protection Council views it as a
setback to reconciliation and has
announced an indefinite strike
from 8:00am Sunday, extending
to outer anchorage operations.

The council’s four-point de-
mand includes cancellation of the
NCT lease to DP World, withdraw-
al of Chairman M Moniruzzaman,
reinstatement of transferred or pe-
nalized employees, and withdrawal
of cases against protesting workers.
Coordinator Md Humayun Kabir
called on all workers to join the
strike, declaring that no activities
would continue at outer anchorage.

Analysts say the standoff has
moved beyond a labour dispute or
administrative decision. It has be-
come a test of Bangladesh’s export
capacity, foreign exchange stabil-
ity and international commercial
reputation. e

.



Beyond law: The moral crisis of
Bangladesh's referendum

DR GOLAM RASUL

he most intense debate sur-
I rounding Bangladesh's ongoing

referendum centers on the neu-
trality of the interim government. Civil
society groups and constitutional
experts argue that by openly endorsing
a "Yes" vote, the government has violat-
ed the principle of neutrality. The inter-
im administration, however, maintains
that campaigning in favor of the refer-
endum is not legally prohibited; politi-
cally, they claim the right to take a posi-
tion, arguing that no legal barrier exists.
The Election Commission later clarified
that government officials and employ-
ees are prohibited from campaigning
for either "Yes" or "No," and that such
actions would constitute punishable
offenses.

Bangladesh's referendum is not only
a test of law-it is a test of trust. The
problem cannot be reduced to legal
interpretation alone. Even if the govern-
ment maintains formal legal neutrality-
meaning state officials refrain from
direct campaigning-that does not auto-
matically confer legitimacy on the refer-
endum. Political legitimacy is multidi-
mensional, resting on legal, democratic,
and moral foundations.This is the core
crisis of Bangladesh's referendum. To
understand why neutrality alone is
insufficient, the multidimensional
nature of legitimacy must first be
understood.

Legitimacy in politics is never one
dimensional. It rests on three interde-
pendent foundations: legal legitimacy,
democratic legitimacy, and moral legiti-
macy.

Legal legitimacy stabilizes institu-
tions. Max Weber showed that decisions
taken according to law and constitu-
tional procedure-such as a bill passed
by majority vote in parliament-achieve
formal validity. Yet legality does not
guarantee justice. Law alone cannot
sustain democratic authority.

Democratic legitimacy ensures par-

ticipation and representation. Jiirgen
Habermas emphasized that decisions
gain validity when citizens recognize
themselves as authors of collective
choices-through competition, delibera-
tion, and consent. Without participa-
tion, legality becomes hollow.

Moral legitimacy establishes trust and
justice. John Rawls argued that legitima-
cy reaches completeness only when
decisions are fair and protect the rights
of society's most vulnerable. Without
moral acceptance, authority collapses
even if it is lawful and participatory.

Together, these perspectives reveal a
simple truth: law stabilizes, democracy
legitimizes, morality sustains. Remove
any one of these pillars, and the entire
edifice of political authority begins to
crumble. History shows that legality
alone cannot sustain democracy. When
any layer of legitimacy erodes-legal,
democratic, or moral-political power
eventually crumbles.

In the United States, Richard Nixon's
1972 re-election was legally valid, yet
the Watergate scandal exposed systemic
abuse of power and moral decay. Public
trust collapsed, and Nixon was forced to

resign.

In India, Indira Gandhi's 1974 victory
in Rae Bareli was procedurally legal, but
allegations of electoral manipulation
and the subsequent declaration of
Emergency destroyed democratic legiti-
macy, suspending civil liberties and
trigeering a national crisis of authority.

Bangladesh's own electoral history
offers similar lessons. In 2014, the aboli-
tion of the caretaker system led to
opposition boycotts and the collapse of
electoral competition. In 2018, repres-
sion, intimidation, and widespread rig-
ging undermined democratic credibility.
By 2024, elections were effectively limit-
ed to ruling-party candidates, eliminat-
ing genuine representation altogether.
These experiences demonstratea con-
sistent pattern: legality without compe-
tition, representation, and trust pro-
duces authority without legitimacy-a
condition that inevitably generates
political instability. These cases reveala
universal pattern: when legality
becomes detached from participation
and justice, authority may persist-but
legitimacy collapses.

These same deficiencies now charac-
terize the referendum process itsell. The
National Consensus Commission
included participation from the BNB

which recorded formal dissent on mul-
tiple issues. Yet those dissenting views
were excluded from the final July
Charter. Left-leaning parties were simi-
larly marginalized. The resultis a
process that claims consensus while
structurally suppressing disagreement.

Representation within the Charter
process further exposes this crisis. Of 52
registered political parties, only 25
signed the July Charter. Among its 50
representatives, not a single woman was
included, and only one member
belonged to a minority community. A
process that excludes women and mar-
ginalizes minorities cannot credibly
claim the moral authority of consen-
sus.Such exclusion undermines the
inclusiveness of the process and weak-
ens its moral legitimacy.

The legitimacy crisis is most clearly
revealed in the structure of the referen-
dum question itself. Voters are not
asked to consider constitutional
amendments separately. Instead, the
ballot asks:

"Do you consent to the July Charter
[Constitution Reform Implementation
Order, 2025) and the reforms included
in its Schedule 17"

This forces citizens to accept or
reject an entire reform package
through a single vote. Schedule?l is not
confined to institutional reform. It
explicitly incorporates a fundamental
transformation of the state's constitu-
tional identity: the removal of secular-
ism as a foundational principle, its
replacement with "religious freedom,"”
and the simultaneous retention of
Islam as the state religion.

Citizens are asked to vote on institu-
tional reforms, while a redefinition of
the state itself is embedded within the
same package. This is the central moral
rupture of the referendum. Voters are
presented with the language of institu-
tional reform-bicameralism, judicial
independence, checks and balances,
administrative restructuring-while a
profound ideological transformation of
the state is embedded within the same
package.

Citizens voting on institutional
reforms are simultanecusly consenting
to a redefinition of the state's moral
foundation, often without explicit
awareness. This violates the principle of
informed consent. Consent without
clarity is not democratic consent; it is
procedural authorization without moral

legitimacy.What appears procedurally
valid therefore lacks both democratic
substance and ethical legitimacy.

The crisis deepens further with the
deliberate removal of the term secular-
ism from public debate, replaced by the
more ambiguous concept of religious
freedom. This linguistic shift transforms
a foundational constitutional principle
into administrative language. Yet secu-
larism and religious freedom are not
equivalent. Religious freedom can exist
only when the state remains neutral
toward all faiths. Without neutrality, reli-
gious freedom becomes a privilege of
the majority, while minority security
becomes structurally fragile.Religious
freedom without state neutrality
becomes freedom for the majority and
structural insecurity for minorities.

This referendum is therefore not
merely a constitutional reform process;
itis a form of moral camouflage-a struc-
tural concealment of ideclogical trans-
formation behind the language of insti-
tutional reform. It represents not simply
procedural bundling, but a deeper form
of democratic deception embedded in
decision-making architecture itself.
History teaches a consistent lesson:
where moral legitimacy collapses silent-
ly, political stability does not endure.

In democracy, moral legitimacy is not
optional-it is a foundational condition
of state sustainability. Bangladesh's ref-
erendum exposes a legitimacy crisis
with stark clarity. The exclusion of dis-
senting voices, structurally biased rep-
resentation, and the deliberate displace-
ment of secularism from the ballot have
together produced a deep rupture of
public trust. Behind the language of
institutional reform, an ideological
reconstruction of the state is being pur-
sued without transparent public con-
sent.A referendum without moral legiti-
macy is not reform; it is democratic
rupture.

The consequences of this crisis will
not remain confined to politics. It risks
straining social cohesion, unsettling
economic confidence, and gradually
eroding international credibility. Law
grants a state formal validity. Morality
sustains its endurance. Without public
trust, authority cannot last. Without
moral legitimacy, democracy cannot
survive,

The writer is a Professor, Department of
Economics, International University of
Business Agriculture and Technology
(TUBAT)



Eco-ENGINEERING FOR PEST MANAGEMENT
Protect crops, preserve nature

DR M ABD
MOMIN

est insect infestation in crop fields

has now become one of the major

challenges in agriculture. If we
consideraboutrice cultivation, problems
are mainly classified into two types: biot-
ic (biological) and abiotic (environmen-
tal). Biotic problems include various dis-
eases caused by bacteria, fungi, and
viruses, such as blast, brown spot, sheath
rot, and bacterial leaf blight (BLB).Insect
attacks are also a biotic factor and signif-
icantly reduce riceyield. Due to insect
infestation, rice yield decreases by about
15% in the Boro season, 24% in Aus, and
18% in Aman. On average, considering
all three seasons, rice production is
reduced by approximately 18% because
of insect-related damage.

Hundreds of arthropod species inhabit
the rice ecosystem and adopt diverse
strategies to complete their life cycles.
They function as herbiveres, predators,
parasites, pollinators, decomposers, and
contributors to nuirient cycling. Among
them, species that directly feed on rice
plants are identified as pests. Scientists
of the Entomology Division of the

Bangladesh Rice Research [nstitute
(BRRI) have identified 232 insect pests of
rice. Of these, about 20-33 species cause
economic damage to rice in
Bangladesh.These harmful insects are
naturally attacked by various predators
and parasitoids, which suppress their
abnormal population growth and help
maintain ecological balance.
Approximately 375 species of predators
and parasitoidsknown as beneficial or
"friendly" insects exist in rice fields.

There are different options for pest
management. Among these eco-engi-
neering, or ecological engineering is
most environment friendly and cost-
effective approach.Itis an approach that
integrates engineering principles with
biological technologies to manage insect
pests while conserving plants, wildlife,
and biodiversity. This method increases
food and shelter for beneficial insects
and helps maintain ecological balance.
In the rice ecosystem, cultivating nectar-
producing vegetables, fruits, and flowers
on the bunds (field margins) of paddy
fields to provide habitat and food for
beneficial insectsthereby controlling
harmful pestsis known as eco-engineer-
ing. Eco-engineering or ecological engi-
neering is a method that combines engi-
neering technologies with biotechnology
to control pests while conserving flora
and fauna and protecting biodiversity. As
a result, food and shelter for beneficial
insects increase, ensuring environmental
balance.

In the rice ecosystem, eco-engineering
refers to controlling harmful insects by
creating habitats and food sources for
benelicial insects through the cultivation

of nectar-producing vegetables, fruits,
and flowers on rice field bunds. For
example, marigold, cosmos, vegetables,
pulses, oilseed crops, hyacinth bean,
mung bean, sunflower, and similar flow-
ering plants provide shelter and nectar
for beneficial insects. Predators and par-
asitoids of major rice pests-such as
brown planthopper, green leathopper,
leaf folder, and stem borer-feed on nec-
tar from these flowers, survive, and sup-
press pest populations. Consequently,
rice can be produced without using toxic
insecticides, without any reduction in
yield.

Thus, by cultivating flowers on field
bunds to enhance natural enemies of
pests, rice production without insecti-
cides becomes possible in Bangladesh.
This pest management approach
through flower cultivation onrice field
bunds is known as eco-engineering.

At BRRI, Gazipur, scientists have
achieved success in pest control without
insecticides using the eco-engineering
approach. When colorful, nectar-rich
flowers (such as marigold, cosmos, sun-
lower, sesame, linseed, etc.) are cultivat-
ed on rice field bunds, natural enemies
of rice pestsknown as beneficial insect-
stake shelter in these plants, feed on
nectar, and reproduce rapidly.

Eco-engineering is not only environ-
ment friendly but also, it's an opportuni-
ty for farmerto get some additional
income. It offers farmers additional
income from flowers, pulses, and oilseed
crops grown on otherwise unused
bunds. Excessive insecticide use has
reduced beneficial insect populations in

nature. Research further shows that
refraining from insecticide application
for 30-40 days after transplanting rice
seedlings allows beneficial insect popu-
lations to increase, keeping pest damage
below the economic threshold level.

Rice farmers can cultivate nectar-pro-
ducing flowers (such as marigold and
cosmos) on bunds instead of using
insecticides. This will reduce production
costs and protect the environment from
the harmful effects of pesticides. In addi-
tion to nectar-producing flowers, com-
mercial flowers like sunflower can also
be used. Moreover, cultivating sesame,
climbing beans, and mung bean on
bunds can increase crop diversity, con-
serve beneficial insects, and generate
additional income.

As rice is the country's main staple
crop, the majority of pesticides are used
inrice production. Consequently, the
continuous increase in pesticide use
poses a serious public health threat to
the rice-dependent Bangladeshi popula-
tion. In this context, reducing the use of
pesticidesthrough eco-engineering by
the Bangladesh Rice Research Institute
represents a major milestone.However,
the main challenge to the widespread
adoption of this method lies in promot-
ing it at the field level and motivating
farmers to refrain from insecticide
use.The government should therefore
encourage this new innovation and sig-
nificantly increase research funding in
this sector.

The writer is an agriculturist, agri-jour-
nalist & senior communication officer,
Bangladesh Rive Research Institute (BRRI)



LDCs' key challenges decoded

Though the services sector has become a leading
source of growth and employment in the least
developed countries (LDCs), it has yet to provide
adequate, productive, and formal jobs. Instead,
service-centric jobs in these countries are clustered
in low-productivity and informal sectors, leading to
limited income gains.

These are some of the key findings of the Least
Developed Countries Report 2025, released by UN
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) last week. The
report seeks to answer the central question: 'Are
services the new path to structural
transformation?' To do so, it explored various
aspects of service-related economic activities in
LDCs and theirimpacts on the development journey
of these countries.

The United Nations (UN), in its System of National
Accounts, defined services as "the resultof a
production activity that changes the conditions of
the consuming units or facilitates the exchange of
products or financial assets." Simply put, services
are intangible economic activities provided by one
party to another. The activity usually involves an
act or experience and is consumed at delivery. It
cannot be owned, kept, or carried like physical
products. Services require human work, knowledge,
and engagement to address specific needs. Because
services span a wide range of activities across the
economy, they are sometimes difficult to define
precisely.

The report focuses on five core areas. First, despite
the growing role of services, average per capita
growth in least developed countries remained
weak. The report showed that average per capita
growth in LDCs was just one per centin 2024,
leaving them further behind other developing
economies.

Second, though services have absorbed a major
share of the growing workforce in these countries,
earnings remain low. There are 44 LDCs, including
Bangladesh, and services account for nearly half of
these countries' average gross domestic product
(GDP). Nevertheless, agriculture remains the
largest employer in LDCs, accounting for around
half of total jobs in 2023. Low productivity has
limited the potential of the services sector. Labour
productivity is the amount of output produced per
unit of labour, typically measured as output per
worker or per hour worked. The report calculated
the median real labour productivity in constant
prices using purchasing power parities (PPPs). It
showed that productivity in LDCs increased from
$5,430in1991to $8,579 in 2024, with a compound
annual growth rate of 1.4 per cent during the period
under review.

Fourth, despite tourism becoming the leading
export sector for LDCs and digital delivery services
rising, these countries are falling short of potential
gains. According to the report, tourism contributed
more than 5 per cent of GDP in most LDCs, although
high revenues do not automatically translate into
jobs or value retention. UNCTAD noted that the
dominance of travel and transport in LDC services
exports has created structural vulnerabilities. In
2024, travel accounted for 36.9 per cent of exports
and transport for 31.7 per cent, but LDCs' combined
share of global travel and transport exports was just
1.1 per cent, reflecting limited competitiveness.
LDCs' share in the global digitally deliverable
services trade was only 0.16 per cent in 2024. These
exports are concentrated in a few LDCs led by
Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Senegal, Nepal, Cambodia,
and Uganda.

Fifth, weak and inadequate data on the sector
continue to limit effective policymaking to tap the
prospects of the services trade. Trade in services is
generally defined as the exchange of intangible
products across borders, which can occur directly or
indirectly, and includes services embodied in traded
goods or provided through foreign investment in
affiliates. Unlike trade in goods, trade in servicesis
complex and sometimes difficult to measure.

The share of services in total global exports
increased to 22 percent in 2019-2023, from 18 per
centon average in 2005-2009. It stood at around

The Least Developed Countries Report 2025 is a timely
document to help Bangladesh and other graduating LDCs
prepare to cope with post-graduation challenges

writes

Asjadul Kibria

Least developed countries prioritize logistics

hubs

Rate of adoption of services sector hub frameworks among least developed

countries, percentage

Business process
outsourcing \
9%

Technology
21%
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Source: UN Trade and Developpment (UNCTAD) calculations based on publicly available national

development plans and strategies.

Note: Transportation refers to the physical movement of goods, while logistics encompasses the broader
management of goods and information flows across the supply chain (UNCTAD, 2021a). However, this
distinction is often blurred in LDC hub strategies. For the purposes of this chapter, maritime port-linked
strategies are referred to as logistics hubs, and dry port or road network strategies as transportation hubs.

24 per cent last year. In line with the global trend,
LDCs' services exports grew 13.5 per centin 2022-
2024 on average, according to UNCTAD. In nominal
terms, services exports by LDCs reached $52.1
billion last year, up from $12.1 billion in 2005.
During these two decades, LDCs' combined
merchandise exports increased to $274 billion from
$74 billion. Bangladesh was the top merchandise
exporter among the LDCs in 2024, according to the
World Trade Organization (WTQ), WTO estimates
also showed that Ethiopia was the largest exporter
of commercial services in 2024, followed by
Tanzania and Bangladesh. Trade in commercial
services is determined by subtracting government
goods and services from total trade in services. The
share of government services in total trade in
services is quite small.

QOverall, the UNCTAD publication outlined the
challenges facing LDCs and provided policy
guidelines to overcome them. Forinstance, it noted
that LDCs are increasingly adopting hub strategies,
meaning they are concentrating investment and
policy support in specific services or locations. It
found that LDC policymakers have prioritised

logistics hubs, followed by transportation and
technology hubs. Logistics covers the management
of goods and information flows across the supply
chain, while transportation refers to the physical
movement of goods. The report confined maritime
port-linked strategies to logistics hubs and dry port
or road network strategies to transportation hubs.
The UN agency also cautioned that hub strategies
may be costly and deepen debt vulnerabilities. At
present, around half of the LDCs are in debt distress.
Between 1994 and 2024, only eight countries
emerged from the LDC category. Now, four more
countries are in the final phase of graduation:
Bangladesh, the Lao People's Democratic Republic
and Solomon Islands are scheduled for graduation
this year; and Solomon Islands is scheduled for
graduation next year. As LDC-graduation appears
as acritical challenge for these countries, the Least
Developed Countries Report 2025 is a timely
document to guide these countries to thoroughly
examine their services sectors. It will also help them
prepare to cope with post-graduation challenges.

asjadulk@gmail.com




Right time for promoting light
engineering industry

The three-day Bangladesh Light
Engineering Expo 2026, only the
second of its kind, has brought to the
fore the sombre fact of the gap
between the country's capacity
development in this sector and the
potential it holds. Even the second
such exposition corroborates this
unmistakeable fact. But hereis an
engineering sector that boasts
50,000 units employing 300,000,
contributing 3.0 per cent to the GDP.
According to another source, the
number of small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) stands at 80,000
with a domestic market of over $8.2
billion. The sector also earns foreign
exchange to the tune of $795 million
and the projected earnings from
export are likely to reach $12.56
billion by 2030.

What is particularly remarkable is
the sector's growth without much of
a backing by the government policy.
Policymakers and political
leaderships cry hoarse about
diversifying the export basket and
they often eulogise the light
engineering industry for its potential
to be the next frontier of foreign
exchange earner after RMG, leather
industry and pharmaceuticals. The
kind of patronage RMG receives is
beyond the reach of any other
industry, let alone the light
engineering industry. Few small
industries can obtain government
loans because of collateral.

There is no denying the fact that this
country has no dearth of the kind of
inventive minds this particular
sector demands. Dholai Khal and
Jinjira Bazar show how they can
produce and supply the exact
prototypes of car parts and other
consumer goods on a mass scale. If
only their talent and skills were used
for designing and manufacturing
machinery and equipment suitable
for local conditions! Some of the
contraptions fashioned by a few of
the self-made technicians often
make screaming headlines.
However, words of encouragement
by representatives of the
administration are eloquent only to
prove hollow soon.

A tradition and culture develop only
if the techies' inventions are
recognised for further improvement
and mass usage. After all, light
engineering industry is considered
the 'mother industry' that supports
sectors like agriculture, automobiles
and manufacturing. By producing
diverse machinery, components and
consumer goods it actually provides
pace to development. With its
products, manufacturing,
assembling and repairing turninto a
tradition and culture so integral to
industrialisation and self-reliance
along with developing a capacity for
export in all such sectors.
Bangladesh's landscape and
ecosystem with its enormous
demographic size is suitable for light
engineering. Large-scale

The objective ought to be improvement in quality of products
within as short a time as possible if the industry has to
compete with rivals on international market

manufacturing is often capital-
intensive and is noted for high
energy consumption. On both
considerations of large investment
and requirement for enormous
amount of energy on top of the
spacious land areas required,
Bangladesh is not an ideal place for
developing many heavy industries.
Small and light engineering industry
can absorb unemployed youths at a
rate consistent with the yearly
emergence of job-seekers provided
that they receive proper education in
information, communication and
technical subjects along with skill
training.

This is exactly how the education
system in this country must opt for
technical orientation for the
majority of students instead of
turning them unemployed general
graduates. Only the highly talented
students should be allowed to
pursue higher education. Light
engineering industry with its
domestic demand and export
potential can change the production
base in such a way that will
ultimately help reduce the yawning
social divide and disparities in
wealth distribution.

If government policy is favourable
for developing the light engineering

suggests

Nilratan Halder

industry after the model of Chinese
industrial village, it will be easier to
realise the huge potential of not only
this sector but also of other allied
sectors. The agriculture sector has
started using power tillers, tractors,
rice transplanters, seeders, sprayers,
combine harvesters and other
machines and tools but they are
highly expensive. Some of these
machines and tools are simple and
local SMEs can be encouraged to
manufacture parts in different units
for an assembling plant to be set up
either in the public sector orin
public-private collaboration.
Similarly, some of the light
engineering units may manufacture
spare parts for the RMG and other
industries in order to enlarge and
diversify the production base. In this
connection the possibility of
producing jute poly bag known as
'Sonali bag' invented by Dr Mubarak
Ahmad Khan on a mass scalein
medium or large unitsin
collaboration with small units can be
explored. The smaller units can
produce cellulose from jute fibre and
play the role of suppliers of raw and
processed materials.

Production of Active Pharmaceutical
Ingredients (API) may need industrial
park as has been set aside in Gazaria,

Munshiganj but no such exclusive
location for a cluster of units is
needed in case of manufacturing
tools, equipment and consumer
goads. Such manufacturing
enterprises can be developed in rural
areas consisting of several villages in
a group. Thus the manufacturing
base can be decentralised in order to
distribute productive activities all
across the country. There lies the
beauty of distributing social and
economic justice to the doorsteps of
ordinary citizens and lessening
disparities. Experience shows that
the country's handicrafts, handloom
and many other indigenous
production bases including that of
brass metal and muslin once
flourished following this principle.
Happily, the country has recently gota
much needed legal instrument called
the Light Engineering Industry
Development Policy. Much will
depend on how it gets implemented at
the field level as it is time-bound. The
objective ought to be improvement in
quality of products within as short a
time as possible if the industry has to
compete with rivals on international
market. Then will the export
diversification be possible.

nilratanhalder2000@yahoo.com
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Hard tasks lie ahead for
the new government

SHAEKH AL TAMAL AND HAJRAT HANIA

Bangladesh powered by youth aspirations in

the aftermath of the uprising has now
reached its moment of truth. With the official
announcement of the results of the 13th National
Parliamentary Election, the BNP is set to form a sin-
gle-majority government, with Tarique Rahman
poised to become Prime Minister. His political
return has generated both renewed hope and deep
apprehension. The political, economic, and diplo-
matic arenas now present a rare opportunity for
neutral, forward-looking governance. The outgoing
interim administration, led by Dr. Yunus, has left
behind a number of policy frameworks that could
support national progress. Whether the new gov-
ernment builds upon them will be a defining test.

T he promise of building an inclusive

Time magazine has identified five major chal-
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require navigating a difficult and uncertain path.

After years of de facto one-party dominance,
Bangladesh now has an opportunity to revive gen-
uine multi-party parliamentary politics with a
strong opposition. The new government must be
prepared to engage dissent democratically, both
inside parliament and on the streets. The younger
generation demands a modern state-one that
enables their dreams rather than obstructs them.
Ambitious reforms must therefore be matched
with practical solutions to everyday problems.
Visible, credible steps are essential to restoring
public trust.

Containing inflation and bringing essential com-
modities within the reach of ordinary citizens must
be an immediate priority. Law and order have dete-
riorated; drug trafficking, extortion, and land grab-
bing remain pressing concerns, Without ensuring

“Containing inflation and bringing essential
commodities within the reach of ordinary citi-
zens must be an immediate priority. Law and
order have deteriorated; drug trafficking, extor-
tion, and land grabbing remain pressing con-
cerns. Without ensuring public safety, no develop-
ment indicator carries lasting meaning. Years of
hybrid governance have left institutions weak-
ened and politicized. Bureaucratic inefficiency
and entrenched corruption have hollowed out
administrative capacity. Even the interim govern-
ment, despite its intent, struggled against struc-

tural fragility”

lenges before the new leadership: healing the
nation, fixing the economy, resetting relations with
India and the United States, managing rising
Islamism, and addressing the question of students
and youth. In truth, how these challenges are han-
dled will shape not only the fate of Tarique Rahman
and his party, but the trajectory of the country
itself. From 2010 to 2024, Bangladesh was catego-
rized as a "hybrid regime” in The Economist's
Democracy Index.

After years marked by enforced disappearances,
extrajudicial killings, and political vendettas, nearly
50 million young voters have chosen the promise of
change. Parliament now reflects that generational
shift, with one of the youngest MPs aged just 26 and
several others under 30, The sacrifices made during
the July uprising-by youth, students, and citizens
from all walks of life-have culminated in this
moment. Delivering on those aspirations will
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public safety, no development indicator carries last-
ing meaning, Years of hybrid governance have left
institutions weakened and politicized. Bureaucratic
inefficiency and entrenched corruption have hol-
lowed out administrative capacity. Even the interim
government, despite its intent, struggled against
structural fragility. Administrative transparency and
accountability are now indispensable, The civil serv-
ice is the heart of the state-if it functions effectively,
the entire machinery of governance can be revived.

Implementing the "July Charter” in full is a moral
obligation of this government. The political reality
achieved through sacrifice and struggle must not be
betrayed. Reform is no longer optional; it is the
foundation of the nation's future. Likewise, corrup-
tion-deeply embedded across institutions-must be
confronted decisively. No matter how strong the
rhetoric, even minimal corruption can derail
reform.

Breaking market syndicates, stabilizing the cur-
rency, and restoring financial transparency are
essential for economic recovery. Freedom of speech
must remain inviolable. After years of resistance,
citizens expect genuine protection of their rights.
Media independence is not a luxury; it is a demo-
cratic necessity.

Currently, inflation in Bangladesh stands at
approximately 8.58 percent, contributing to sharp
increases in the prices of food and other essential
goods and placing significant pressure on citizens'
purchasing power. While inflation remained largely
in single digits over the past decade, recent years
have seen it rise into the higher single-digit range
multiple times, undermining overall economic sta-
bility. Unemployment has also increased at a con-
cerning rate. According to the latest survey, 4.63 per-
cent of the population is currently without employ-
ment-higher than previous figures and indicative of
a sustained upward trend in recent years. The pri-
mary drivers of this situation include rising living
costs, shrinking job opportunities, political instabili-
ty, and structural weaknesses within the economy;
all of which are narrowing income prospects and
constraining livelihoods across the country.

Modernizing education is equally urgent.
Technology, vocational skills, and productivity-
focused training must be prioritized. Rule of law
and education must remain insulated from partisan
influence. Enhancing the global standing of the
Bangladeshi passport would expand opportunities
for citizens abroad. Diplomatic relations must be
recalibrated on the basis of national interest, fair-
ness, and regional stability. Sovereignty along the
borders must be firmly protected-whether in deal-
ings with India or Myanmar. The Rohingya crisis
requires sustained regional and international
engagement. Bangladesh's diaspora and diplomatic
networks can be leveraged as economic assets.

Justice for the killings, disappearances, and polit-
ical violence before and during the uprising
remains a moral imperative. Ensuring non-discrim-
ination-regardless of ethnicity, religion, gender, or
political identity-is central to restoring legitimacy.
The objectives of the Safe Roads movement must
also be realized. Long-term trade strategies, trans-
parent review of interim agreements, and diversifi-
cation of export markets are vital for economic
dynamism.

Bangladesh is fundamentally agrarian and rural.
Reducing inequality in rural development and
investing in climate resilience-including large-scale
reforestation-are essential for future security. After
years of uncertainty, the public seeks stability and
the protection of personal freedoms. They expect
the government to uphold fundamental human
rights not as a slogan, but as a commitment. The
new government therefore carries not just power,
but a historic responsibility. If it succeeds,
Bangladesh can move toward a stable, democratic,
and promising future. If it fails, the sacrifices of a
long struggle may be called into question. The time
has come to translate promise into action.

Shaekh Tamal,is a journalist and Hajrat Hania is a
researcher and student, Department of Mass
Communication and Journalism, University of
Dhaka



REHABILITATION COUNCIL
A critical need for Bangladesh's
health workforce

DR MOHAMMAD
MIZANUR RAHMAN

angladesh's health industry

has come a long way in the

last twenty years. It has
added more services, improved
health indicators, and trained
more experts. But one important
part is still not completely devel-
oped: a Rehabilitation Council that
works and is engaged. The legisla-
tive structure for such a council
already exists, but it hasn't been
able to start working yet, which has
produced a regulatory vacuum that
impacts rehabilitation-related
fields more than others, notably
optometry. It is no longer a
bureaucratic choice to start the
Rehabilitation Council right now; it
is a national requirement.

What is the Council for
Rehabilitation? The Rehabilitation
Council is a government agency in
Bangladesh that is in charge of
overseeing, regulating, and devel-
oping health professions connect-
ed to rehabilitation. Its major jobs
are to register professionals,
accredit educational programs,
keep professional standards high,
make sure that ethics are followed,
and defend the public's interest.
Similar councils in many countries
are very important for making sure
that allied health professionals are
qualified, responsible, and respect-
ed in the national health system.

The Council in Bangladesh is
meant to include a wide range of
rehabilitation and allied health
professions, such as physiotherapy,
occupational therapy, speech and
language therapy, audiology, pros-
thetics and orthotics, medical
rehabilitation disciplines, and
optometry, among others. These
specialists are highly important for
full health care, especially when it
comes to treating chronic diseases,
impairments, injuries, vision prob-
lems, and recuperation after sur-
gery.

Bangladesh Needs an Active
Council Right Now Even though
there are laws in place, the lack of
an active Rehabilitation Council
has led to a number of systemic
problems: There is no professional
regulation, thus thousands of reha-

bilitation specialists are now oper-
ating without a single national reg-
istration system.

This makes it hard to tell the dif-
ference between certified practi-
tioners and those who aren't
trained or don't have enough train-
ing, which puts patient safety at
risk.Standards for education and
training are not standardised.
Without a single governing body;,
different schools have different
curriculum, clinical training hours,
and competency criteria.

The Central Role of Optometry
in Rehabilitation: Optometry is at a
very important crossroads of pub-
lic health, disability prevention,
and quality of life among all reha-
bilitation-related professions.
Vision impairment is still one of
the most common public health
problems in Bangladesh that may
be avoided. Uncorrected refractive
errors, binocular vision problems,
poor vision, and visual problems
caused by systemic disorders have
a big effect on children's schooling,
adults’ productivity, and the inde-
pendence of older people.

Optometrists do more than just
refraction they are also experts in
primary eye care and vision reha-
bilitation. They can do these
things: Complete tests of the eyes
and vision, Finding and fixing
problems with binocular vision,
refractive problems, and eye care
for kids Helping and testing people
with bad eyesight, Practice with
contact lenses, like special lenses,
Vision therapy and rehabilitation
for vision, Referring patients and
working with ophthalmologists
Even though optometry is very
important, it is not very well-
known or regulated in Bangladesh.

There are schools that teach
optometry, and every year, new
optometrists get their degrees.
They work in optical offices, hospi-
tals, clinics, and NGOs. But there is
no one official group that keeps
track of optometrists, sets the lim-
its of their work, makes sure they
keep learning, or stops people
from using the profession in the
wrong way.

Why the Rehabilitation Council
is Important for Optometrists Right
now: The Rehabilitation Council's
activation would make a big differ-
ence for optometry professionals
in a number of important ways:
Legal recognition and a profession-
al identity. If the Council were
doing its job, it would officially
recognise optometry as a regulated
rehabilitation profession. This
recognition is essential for profes-
sional integrity, mutual respect

among healthcare professionals,
and clear job descriptions within
the healthcare system.

Licensing and registering:
Mandatory registration will help
get rid of unqualified practice and
make sure that only certified
optometrists treat your eyes. This
makes patients safer right away
and makes the public more trust-
ing. The Council could set basic
standards for optometry educa-
tion, like how the curriculum is
organised, what the requirements
are for clinical training, what cre-
dentials the faculty needs, and how
the school gets certified.

This would improve the quality
of all optometry graduates in the
country.

Many people in Bangladesh are
disabled because they can't see,
have neurological problems, mus-
culoskeletal problems, speech and
hearing problems, or have been
hurt.

Rehabilitation specialists are
very important for lowering long-
term disability, dependence, and
medical costs. A well-regulated
rehabilitation workforce can: Make
it easier to find and help people
with disabilities early on, lower the
number of disabilities that could
have been avoided, make school
easier for kids with special needs,
support productive ageing and
participation in the workforce, and
make community-based rehabilita-
tion services stronger.

Getting your eyesight fixed and
rehabilitated on time can have a
big effect on education, jobs, and
traffic safety, all of which are
directly related to national devel-
opment goals.

There is no longer any reason to
put off or argue about starting the
Rehabilitation Council. It is a very
important step toward making
Bangladesh's health care system
better, keeping people safe, and
bringing the country up to world-
class standards. An active Council
gives optometrists hope for profes-
sional growth, ethical behaviour,
and making a real difference in the
health of the eyes of people in the
country.

Bangladesh can no longer afford
to ignore rehabilitation. And it
can't put off the Rehabilitation
Council any longer.

The writer is Assistant Professor,
Management and Science
University, Malaysia, and Adjunct,
Associate Professor, Ittehad College
of Health Sciences, Bangladesh



Trade deal with US raises many questions
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nthe eve of a 1elec-

mere | percentape point reduction in
tariffs, why would Bangladesh pledge
to reduce tariffs to zero on thousands
of product lines? The immediate
elimination of duties on approgd-
mately 4,50 categories of goods, fol-
lowed by phased reductions on more
than 2,000 additional categories, rep-
resents an extensive market liberal-
ization, Is this a balanced exchange,
or does it reflect asymmetrical bar-
gAining power at the negotiating
table?

& AlruC e

tion, the signing of a
Reciprocal Trade Agreement

remains heavily dependent on import
duties, If tariffs are reduced to zero on

(RTA) with the Unimd States is not avast range of products, a significant
merely a co i it shortfall is inevitable. How
raises fundamental quesuons about  will this deficit be addressed? By

the political use of state power, policy
priorities, and the eountry's long-
term economic direction, When an
interim or limited-mandate govern-

increasing value-added tax (VAT)? By
raising direct taxes? Or by resorting

to harrowing? Ultimately, the burden
will fall on ordinary eltizens. T polit-

Ment ¢ to an agr capa-

cal leadership fails to present these

hle of reshaping the nation’s
structure, agricultural policy, trade
halance, and geopolitical positioning,
the decision trinscends economics. It
becomes a test of political prudence,
legitimacy, and accountability.

-M:mrdlng 1o the government, the
TR
]

eienlnbt ty before the
public, it signals a mmb]lng deficit in
policy transparency.

The agricultural dimension is even
more sensitive. If the commitment to
open the market to 1.5, agriculoaral,
duir}' poullr}, and other products is

uqmrl potential, particularly in the
ready-made garment sector in the
1.5, market. However, publicly avail-
able information indicates that the
retaliatory tarniff imposed by the
Tnited States would decrease from 20
percent to 19 percent, The critical
question ks this: in exchange for a

fully imp d, Bangladesh's
marginal farmers and small-scale
producers will face direct competi-
tion Irm'n an egonomy churarlmmd
by sub subsidies, ad
lechnulngy. and superior productivi-
ty. Is the agriculiural sector of a
developing country prepared for
such competitdon? Could the hard-

won achievements in food self-suffi-
cleney over the past decades be put
at riskd

The potential import of genetically
maodified (GM] seeds and food prod-
ucts has also sparked debate. While
there is no global scientific consen-

to procure specific quantities of
goods from a parficular source, it
departs from pure market principles
and moves toward strategic depend-
ence, This could narrow future
aptions for aliernative energy part-
hips or diversified defi coop-
eration. A country’s foreign policy

arrangements without a clear public

subile but critical distinction between

late inevitably g contro-
versy,

Opposition political forces must
also confront their own responsibili-
ties. Those who criticize the agree-

and policy capliulation.
Ifa developmg country opens vast
sepments of its market In sxchange
for limited tariff concessions-while
exposing its revenue base, agricul-
ture, and dnmes‘lic 1ndus:r139 o

‘ment today must darify whether they

"Perhaps most concerning is the lack of transparency.
The rapid signing of such a consequential agreement
without full public disclosure of its terms runs counter to
democratic accountability. Long-term economic commit-
ments, undertaken without parliamentary debate, expert
review, and public consultation, rest on politically fragile

3 ”
foundations
sus on all aspects of GM technofogy,  rests upon balanced, multi- di.m:env would seek: to review or renegotiate it
the pertinent question remains: how  sional engag it Overdey e ifin power. [T the agreement includes
prepared are Bangladesh's biosafety  In one direction risks undermining ination clauses, withdrawal may

frameworks, research capacity, and
regulatory insttutions? I seed own-
ership becomes tied to multinational
patent regimes, to whar extent will
farmers retain autonomy?
Agricaltural policy is ot merely
about production; it is also about
sovereigniy.

Another widely discussed aspect of
the agreement concerns long-term
procurement commitments-ranging
from energy and agriculiural com-
muodities to aircrafl purchases, When
a trade agreement creates obligations

that balance.

Perhaps most concermning is the
lack of transparency. The rapid sign-
ing of such a consequental agree-
ment without full public discosure of
its terms runs counter to democratic
accountability. Long-term economic
commitments, undertaken without
parliamentary debate, expert review,
and public consultation, rest on
politically fragile foundations, Any
government particulardy one operat-
ing on the eve of an election must
recognize that entering into such

be legally possible with due notice;
under international law, including
the Vienna Convention l'mmework
challenges could also be cc

heightened y-the long-
term consequences may include eco-
nomic strain and political instability.
Feonomic declsions Inevitably gener-
ale social repercussions.

At this juncture, what is required is
not emotive sloganizing but political
candor. The government should pub-
lish the full text of the agreement,
present detailed estimates of poten-
tial revenue losses, and outline con-
crete strategies to safeguard agricul-
ture and demestic industry. At the
same time, opposition parties must
propose credible alternatives-demon-
strating how expanded access o the
U.5. market can be achieved while
preserving domestic economic
resilience.

A nation's economic policy Is not
the property of ary individual or sin-
gle ition; it is an inheri-

ed. In practice, however, the risks n'f
International arbitration, compensa-
tion claims, and dip}omaﬁc pressure
are significant. Political rhetric
alone is insufficient. Parties mist
articulate coherent and realistic poli-
cy positions.

Participation in the global rading
system is essential; there is litte dis-
agreement on that point. Yet there lsa

tance of furure generations. Whatever
the ultimate decision regarding the
Reciprocal Trade Agreement, it must
be gulded by natonal interest rather
than short-term political expediency:
Otherwise, history may pose a diffi-
cult question: in pursuit of limited
gains, did we compromise our long-
term policy autonomy?

The writer is a jourmalist



