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Bangabandhu Tunnel transmuting Chittagong into ‘One City Two Town’

The country's maiden tunnel 'Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Tunnel' has been constructed under the
Karnafuli River to accomplish the port city of Chittagong a 'One City Two Town' model in the vogue of
Shanghai, China. The tunnel will assemble the two edges of the city by opening in December this year.
Well-known Chittagong will substitute if this tunnel is unfastened. River-hill and sea-estuary Chittagong
will get a neoteric look. Another Chittagong will be augmented on the other side of the river. Housing
system including trade and commerce will be expanded.

Like Shanghai in China, Chittagong will be a one city two town. The Karnafuli River divides the
commercial capital of the country, Chittagong. Although three bridges have already been built over this
river, it is not adequate for this salient region. In addition, the construction of a bridge over the Karnafuli
River generated a difficulty of siltation at the bottom, which posed a major threat to the port of Chittagong.
Although Chittagong metropolis is economically advanced due to the country's major seaports, Anwara on
the other side of Karnafuli endures dilapidated. The port was not swelled across the Karnafuli river due to
lack of road congruence.

To address this complication, the government took initiative to build a tunnel at the bottom without
constructing any new bridge at Karnafuli. The embryonic 'Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Tunnel' on
the Karnafuli River in Chittagong while accomplished, it will be the first tunnel under the river in South
Asia. The length of this path at the bottom of the river is 3.32 km. All the lane you will be under a masses of
water. Now it takes an hour to cross the path only five minutes to tunnel. The tunnel can be reached from
the tourist city of Cox's Bazar and Matarbari deep seaport.

If it is effectuated, it will revolutionize the road communication system in the region. The tunnel will
connect the salvation of the country's economy with the Dhaka-Chittagong highway and the Chittagong-
Cox's Bazar highway. Due to the tunnel, a bridge will be initiated between the commercial capital of the
country and the port city of South Chittagong. Urbanization, industrialization and port activities will be
lengthened on the south bank of Karnafuli river. Vast economic endeavor is going on in South Chittagong
including the economic zone around the tunnel project. The Korean Export Processing Zone in Anwara,
Chittagong the largest private sector fertilizer factory (Kafco), Chittagong Urea Fertilizer Factory Limited
(CUFL) and Chittagong Port are expanding their operations. Besides, a number of industries including coal
based thermal power plant and LNG station are being set up at Matarbari in Maheshkhali upazila of Cox's
Bazar with domestic and foreign investment. The 'One City Two Town' is being built in Chittagong
following the Shanghai City of China, mainly around the Karnafuli Tunnel which is going to open the
gateway to new economic possibilities. As a result, the way of living for the people of this region will swap.

The construction of the Karnafuli Tunnel will initiate massive employment and surge exports due to
industrial development, headway of tourism industry and easy communication system around the arena.
Thus, massive socio-economic advancement of the country including poverty alleviation will be
consummated. According to the DPP, if the project is implemented, the financial and economic IRR will be
8.19 percent and 12.49 percent respectively. In addition, the Financial and Economic Benefit Cost Ratio
(BCR) will be 1.05 and 1.5 gradully. As a result, construction of Karnafuli tunnel will have a great impact
on GDP.

Consequently, the construction of Karnafuli Tunnel modern communication system will be developed
between Dhaka-Chittagong and Cox's Bazar and connection will be established with Asian Highway.
Therefore travel time and cost will be reduced and the process of transporting raw materials and
manufactured goods from the eastern part of the country to Chittagong port, airport and northwestern part of
the country will be convenient. The construction of the Karnafuli Tunnel Project will have a significant
impact on the economic headway of the country, including the elimination of unemployment, subsequently
the simplification and modernization of industries as well.

Join Our FB Group Reshep's Career Care



The tunnel project will ensure a direct road link network with the mega project fleet around Matarbari, the
Chittagong Port Bay Terminal and the Bangabandhu Industrial City accomplished over a large area of
Mirsarai and Sonagazi in Feni. Besides, the country's first deep seaport is being built in the Matarbari area
of Maheshkhali in Cox's Bazar. Banshkhali is a coal based thermal power plant. There is an LNG station in
Maheshkhali and Anwara is a large economic zone. Bangabandhu Tunnel will play a revolutionary role in
communicating with these mega projects. If it is launched, there will be huge decisive innovations in the
development, investment, industrialization, and tourism and housing sectors in the greater Chittagong region
including the port city.

This tunnel will make a significant contribution to the national economy. The writer is former president of
Bangladesh Journalism Students Council (BJSC)Road Accident — a Menace to Development According to
the dictionary definition, an accident is an unforeseen, unimaginable and accidental event. But when certain
events happen again and again for the same reason, the reasons that are connected to the system or structure,
they are no longer accidental or unforeseen; so they are no longer common accidents, and become the result
of managerial or structural negligence. Accidents in which innumerable people are regularly injured or
killed on roads and highways of Bangladesh every day can no longer be termed as accidents.

These are accidents caused by mismanagement or negligence. Death due to negligence can also be
considered as death with negligence. Road accidents are not stopping in any way. Despite taking various
steps, road accidents are not decreasing in the country. It seems that now it has turned into an incurable
disease. Almost every day, one accident after another is happening on the roads of the country including the
capital. It has become now a long procession of death.

Many people are losing their lives prematurely and the injured are living a miserable life. There is no
guarantee that anyone will be able to return his or her home after going out of their home. It is shocking to
see the statistics of the increasing number of road accidents in the country. According to the report of the
Bangladesh Road Safety Foundation, there were 427 road accidents in the country in April 2022. 543 people
were killed and 612 injured in these accidents. Among the dead were 67 women and 81 children. A total of
206 people were killed in 189 motorcycle accidents, accounting for 37.93 per cent of the total deaths. 116
pedestrians were killed in the accident, which is 21.36 per cent of the total deaths. The driver and assistant of
the vehicle were killed by 87 people, i.e. 16 per cent. On average eighteen people were killed in road
accidents every day in April. A total of 431 people between the ages of 18 and 65 were killed in the accident
or 79.37 per cent. Another report of the same organization published in the media in 2022 revealed that
6,284 people were killed and 7,468 injured in 5,371 accidents across the country in 2021.

Among the dead were 803 students of different educational institutions. As a result, 13 per cent of those
killed in road accidents last year were students. According to media reports published at different times,
15,000 small and big road accidents happen in Bangladesh every year. According to the Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority (BRTA), about 30 people die in road accidents across the country every day. According
to its estimate, the number of deaths per year stands at 10,800. According to the World Bank, 12,000 people
die every year and according to the World Health Organization, 25,000 people die in road accidents every
year. A report released by the World Bank titled 'Delivering Road Safety in Bangladesh: Leadership
Priorities and Initiatives to 2030' stated that the death rate in Bangladesh has largely reached the highest in
South Asia. In Bangladesh, 102 people die in every 10,000 vehicles involved in accidents.

According to the Bangladesh Road Safety Foundation, there has been a sharp rise in accidents involving
high-speed vehicles, including trucks, and motorcycles. Mentally and physically ill drivers are recklessly
driving freight vehicles and reckless motor cyclists of minors and young people are getting themselves into
accidents and attacking other vehicles. Pedestrian casualties have also risen sharply. Just as pedestrians do
not follow the rules on the road, so do vehicles. As a result, the number of pedestrian deaths is increasing.
“In this alarming context, no effective government initiative is visible in controlling road accidents. There is
no interest among the concerned authorities in the implementation of 'The Road Transport Act-2018'. Road
accidents are happening mainly due to anarchy and mismanagement in the road transport sector. To improve
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this situation, it is necessary to formulate and implement sustainable road transport strategies. The political
will of the government is needed for this” said the president of Bangladesh Road Safety Foundation.

The Road Safety Foundation has made several recommendations to prevent road accidents such as
increasing initiative to create skilled drivers; the driver's salary and working hours must be specified; the
capacity of BRTA needs to be enhanced; ensuring uninterrupted application of traffic laws to transport
owners, workers, passengers and pedestrians; separate side roads (service roads) should be created for these
by stopping the movement of low-speed vehicles on the highways; road dividers should be constructed on
all highways in phases; extortion on public transport must stop; railways and waterways need to be
rehabilitated and expanded to reduce road congestion; formulate and implement sustainable transportation
strategies; Road Transport Act-2018 should be implemented without any hindrance. On the other hand, a
meeting of the Dhaka Ahsania Mission's Road Safety Project recommended that five behavioral changes in
road traffic could help reduce accidents. According to them, if the speed of vehicles is reduced by an
average of five per cent, then it is possible to reduce accidents by 30 per cent.

If the law prohibiting the driving taking of alcohol can be implemented 100 per cent, then the number of
deaths in accidents can be reduced by 20 per cent. Using a standard helmet can reduce the risk of accidental
death by 40 per cent and the risk of head injury by 70 per cent. Similarly, wearing a seatbelt reduces the risk
of death between the driver and the passenger in the front seat by 45-50 per cent and the risk of death and
serious injury among the passengers in the rear seat by 25 per cent. Safe seats for children are similarly
effective in reducing the risk of fatalities and deaths in road accidents, especially for 70 per cent of child
passengers, especially older children, and 54-80 per cent for older children. Increasing the awareness of
pedestrians or road users in road use will also reduce road accidents to a great extent. It is said that improved
transport and road communication system is essential for the development of the socio-economic condition
of a country. It is a prerequisite for socio-economic progress. That is, economic development and improved
transport and communication systems are inextricably linked. Also, the improved transportation system
carries the identity of civilization. Bangladesh has already become a developing country and is moving
forward to become a developed country by 2041. So it is an urgent need to stop road accidents and improve
the road and transportation system. Due to death and injuries caused by road accidents smiles on the faces of
thousands of people are getting gloomy every year. Because, regardless of the statistics and financial loss,
do we measure the pain of the parents, siblings, relatives or any family member of a person who dies in a
road accident? Can we pay the price of grief of a mother over the death of a child?

It is not possible to pay the price in any way. Therefore, it is important to consider this issue seriously and
take appropriate steps in this regard. Although many successes have been achieved in the country’s road
communication and transport system, more initiatives need to be taken to prevent road accidents. Regular
pedestrians and drivers need to be made aware to prevent road accidents.

Besides, regular mobile courts have to be conducted. Anyone who drives an unfit vehicle without a driving
license will have exemplary punishment. It seems that the time has come to pay special attention to the
prevent road accidents and saving the lives of people in our country. It is expected that the authorities will
take effective steps in this regard with the help of experts in this sector. The writer is a researcher and
development worker
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KGF Addressing the Effects of Climate Change
on Agriculture Bangladesh, a deltaic country

Having a large population in a small area, faces frequent natural disasters, according to IPCC, in terms of
risks of natural disasters, it is the 7th most vulnerable country in the world. As a consequence of global
warming, natural disasters like floods, cyclones, tidal surges, droughts, etc have been battering the country
for quite some time now. These natural hazards are causing huge losses in agricultural sectors and thus
impacting lives and livelihoods of people along with infrastructural damages. What should be the way
forward, what are the adaptation and mitigation options to cope with climate change impacts? The 2015
Paris Climate Agreement on carbon emission reductions has not been taken seriously by most of the
developed countries and, thus, the global temperature is on a steady rise inducing frequent natural
calamities. The poor and the developing countries continue to be the hardest hit. The average global
temperature in 2006 was 14.500Cwhich increased steadily to 14.700C in 2018. In Bangladesh, the average
annual temperature has increased by 0.64% in 2018 which is 10.2 times higher than the annual average
temperature increase rate (0.06%) in 1971. This increase in temperature impacted agricultural production
negatively. In order to overcome these adversities, innovative research to develop appropriate climate-smart
technologies are essential to maintain productivity sustainably. Krishi Gobeshona Foundation (KGF), a non-
profit organization committed to agricultural research and development (R&D) in Bangladesh. KGF has
been financially sponsoring and technically promoting R&D on climate change related issues in agriculture
since 2010.KGF established the Network for Climate Change in Agriculture (NCCA)platform in 2010 with
the goal of implementing and managing a research and development project in collaboration with the
National Agricultural Research System (NARS), agricultural universities, and Bangladesh Meteorological
Department.

Initially, under the leadership ofDr. Nurul Alam, Executive Director and supervision of Dr. Abdul Hamid,
Director (P&E), KGF, organized training programs on relevant subjects for about 120 professionals from
different institutes followed by specialized training on DSSAT, DNDC, InfoCrop, AquaCrop modeling, GIS
and remote sensing, R Program, etc.for assessing, forecasting and predicting the effects of temperature,
water availability and nutrient management on the growth and yield of crops under changing climate.
Recently, R&D work on livestock, fisheries and socioeconomicswas initiated and is on-going to assess the
impact of climate change on their life cycles and productivity. The initiative of KGF was helpful to form a
team of trained professionals from Bangladesh Rice Research Institute(BRRI), Bangladesh Agricultural
Research Institute(BARI) and Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Agricultural University
(BSMRAU)for formulating and execution of acoordinated project "Modelling Climate Change Impact on
Agriculture and Developing Mitigation and Adaptation Strategies for Sustaining Agricultural Production in
Bangladesh. "This project, in its first phase of 2015-2018, helped to build the capacity of agricultural
scientists of the country to assess, evaluate and quantify the impacts of various climatic elements on soil,
water and selected crops along with insect pests and disease incidences.

About 40 scientists worked for the project and successfully completed its first phase in 2018. In the
meantime, the project scientists have been able to effectively use different types of models for assessing the
effects of rising temperature and Carbon dioxide levels on the growth and development of rice, wheat,
mungbean, mustard etc., and have shared their findings in about 30 scientific articles published in reputed
national and international journals. A book was also published in 2020 for delineating adaptation and
mitigation strategies against climate change impacts on Bangladesh agriculture. A project proposal was
submitted for KGF funding for studying climate change impact on crops, livestock, fisheries and
socioeconomics which was deeply appraised by the current Executive Director of KGF, Dr. Jiban Krishna
Biswas and by Dr. Sheikh Mohammad Bokhtiar, Executive Chairman, BARC and Chairman ofKGF Board
who approved second phase of the project. The second phase of the project for three years began in
November 2020with the involvement of BARI, BRRI, BAU and BSMRAU. The progresses made so far are
remarkable which have been through the publication of 10 scientific articles in internationally renowned
journals.
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The project activities resulted in some tangible outputs- (i) increased rainfall in March, May, June, July,
August, September and October during 2021-2040 and 2041-2060, (ii) increased incidences of drought in
Rajshahiregion, (ii1) possibility of 5-30% reduction in transplanted aman rice yield if temperature rises by 1-
30C, (iv) about 2-23% reduction of Boro rice yield depending on temperature rises and varieties used, (V)
increased soil mineralization resulting in loss of soil organic matter, etc. Besides, rise in temperature
influences growth of flora and fauna, adversely affected milk and meat quality. Similarly, fisheries scientists
have found that differences in water quality and temperature affect the growth and reproductive capacity of
tilapia. Emissions of Green House Gas(GHG) and sequestration of carbon varied greatly depending on crops
grown and management practices. Carbonemission from crop fields, for example from irrigated paddy field,
could be 660 kg CO2 eq./ha depending on life cycle-based assessment. This emission can be minimized
following alternate wetting and drying (AWD) method. On the other hand, introduction of upland crop like
wheat and maize in rice-rice cropping system results carbon sequestration. For example, about 2109 kg
CO2/ha took place during wheat cultivation indicating that emissions from crop sector might not be a critical
issue, but we have to find out total scenarios. However, evidence of large-scale GHG emissions from
livestock rearing houses have been found.

Therefore, integrated research on GHG emissions needs to be intensified and strengthened. The agriculture
sector contributes about 13.5% of the GDP- still an important driver of socioeconomic development.
Unfortunately, this vital sector is the worst hit by global warming impacts. We have to develop management
options to cope with increased natural hazards for sustained food and nutrition security. The development
and dissemination of extreme temperature stress tolerant varieties with high yield potentials might play an
important role in future agriculture. There is no substitute to develop and use of appropriate models for
understanding the effect of climate change on crop-livestock-fish production, types of infectious disease
outbreaks in future. Research on cutting-edge technologies need to be continued, but funding from KGFis
inadequate and thus looking into the prospect of receiving fund from international donor agencies would be
a commendable endeavor.A policy decision can be taken to allocate funds from the Climate Change Trust
Fund through the Ministry of Agriculture.

Dr Shafring Akhtar, Or Shahring Akhtar is a Technical Specialist of Krishi bobeshona Foundation.
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Padma Bridge: The Door of Immense Potential
Opens for Country's Economic and Tourism Sector

Putting an end to all discussions, criticisms and speculations, our dream's bridge--the Padma Bridge was
finally inaugurated on June 25. The extent to which the Padma Bridge has brought benefits to the country
cannot be overstated. One of the new doors of tourism sector in the country was opened with the
inauguration of the Padma Bridge. There is no end to the interest of people in this kind of gray two-story
structure that stands in the middle of the rushing waters of the rapid river. People have different feelings and
excitement around the dream's bridge. The much-awaited Padma Bridge is a unique example of fulfilling the
dream of the people of the southern part of Bengal, as well as a new possibility of earning a living for the
people of that regions. The Padma Bridge connects the Louhajang upazila of Munshiganj with the Jajira of
Shariatpur district and the northeast with other districts in the south and south-west. And it will make a vast
contribution to social, economic and industrial development. The Padma Bridge has connected 21 districts
in the south and south-west of the country.

The Padma Bridge, a long-awaited dream of the people of this region, is now a reality. Along with Dhaka, a
new door will be opened in the economic sector of Mongla Port, Barisal, Kuakata, Payra Port, Khulna,
Gopalganj, Shariatpur, Madaripur and other districts in the south-west. As a result of the Padma Bridge,
about 30 million people in the south-west will be benefited directly. Regarding the role of the Padma Bridge
in the country's economy, the World Bank had earlier said that if the Padma bridge is implemented, the GDP
growth rate will increase by 1.2 percent. And every year poverty will be reduced to 0.84 percent. The
Padma Bridge is being considered as a very important infrastructure for the country's transport network and
regional development. The two banks of the Padma Bridge have already become tourist destinations.
Almost every day thousands of tourists visit the two banks of the Padma to see the aesthetic beauty. At
Mawa and Shariatpur, restaurants, resorts, hotels and motels have been set up.

Work is underway to establish a weaving village at Jajira in the landing point of the Padma Bridge. Many
well-known local companies are investing in these areas which will contribute to the socio-economic
development of the region. The people concerned in the sector are seeing the possibility of developing the
tourism industry in the south and south-west of the country with the launch of the Padma Bridge. They say
the Padma Bridge will change the tourism map of the country. As a result, the mangrove forest Sundarbans
and Sagarkanya Kuakata can be reached in the fastest time. The launch takes 12 to 14 hours to reach
Kuakata via Patuakhali. However, if we go through the Padma bridge, we can reach there in half the time.
With the inauguration of the Lebukhali Bridge in Patuakhali in October last year, the journey has become
easier.

As a result of the Padma Bridge, there is a huge potential in the tourism industry around Bagerhat including
the world heritage Sundarbans and the sixty-domed mosque. If the government and the forest department
take an integrated and effective action plan to make use of this potential, its speed will be further
accelerated. The precondition for the development of tourism is the development of security and
communication system. The Padma Bridge will revolutionize the communication system with the southern
part of the country and other regions. The bridge is expected to play an enviable role in the country's
economic growth. At present, one of the attractions of travel lovers is the Padma Bridge. This bridge can
also change the pace of tourism in the country. Meanwhile, travel agencies are also planning various travel
packages around the Padma Bridge. Traders from other parts of the country, including the capital, will be
able to transport goods in a short period of time and import and export through Mongla port will be dynamic
and export earnings will increase. Kuakata Beach (where sunrise and sunset can be seen), the small islands
of adjoining Mangrove Forest of Sundarbans can be made tourist attractions like the Maldives, and there are
lots of opportunities to develop wildlife tourism around the Sundarbans. It is possible to attract a large
number of international tourists if tourist centers like the neighboring countries India and Maldives are built
around the various chars in the southern part. The amount of time it takes to go from Dhaka to Cox's Bazar--
- Tourists will reach Kuakata and the Sundarbans in less than half the time if they go through the Padma
Bridge.The long-term plan calls for the launch of bullet trains with the Payra Seaport.
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If this is implemented, the communication system with other tourist destinations including Kuakata will be
further improved which will play a helpful role in attracting domestic and foreign tourists. Every year, 45
cruise ships sail from India via Cooch Behar-Chennai-Goa to neighboring Sri Lanka and Myanmar.
However, if these cruises can be attracted to the Payra Seaport, the number of international tourists will
increase significantly. The Padma Bridge will make Mongla and Payra ports dynamic which will make a
vast contribution to blue economy. Coastal areas of Bangladesh such as Kuakata, Mongla Port and Payra
Port are creating new areas for sea tourism.

Timely integrated initiatives in river-based and sea-based tourism will implement the goal of inclusive and
sustainable development as well as create employment opportunities, strengthen the national economy.
However, in order to attract international tourists, the Padma Bridge and the tourist attractions in the south
need to be digitally branded by making small promos. The Padma Bridge is our great achievement. Where
the whole world said that Bangladesh will not be able to build the Padma Bridge. Eventually, Bangladesh
has built the Padma Bridge with its own funds. It is a great example of the courage and ability of the Bengali
nation.

The Padma Bridge has opened now for traffic. There is a lot of potential around this Padma bridge. As to
build the Padma bridge, various industries will be set up in the surrounding areas---which was previously
unimaginable. And this will open the door to new possibilities in the country's economy. For this, the
country and country's economy will be prosperous. Besides, the question of pollution generally comes up as
a result of the development of industrial establishments. So we have to be careful of pollution. We have to
be vigilant so that the Padma is not polluted due to industrialization. Moreover, since the inauguration of the
Padma Bridge, various unwanted and unpleasant incidents have taken place. To avoid these unwanted and
unpleasant incidents, the Padma Bridge should be brought under surveillance like the round-the-clock
security system. The Padma Bridge is our place of pride. We have had to face many obstacles and
challenges in building this bridge. Overcoming all obstacles and challenges, we have finally succeeded to
build the bridge. This bridge is mine, yours and ours. And it is the responsibility of all of us to upkeep this
bridge and protect its dignity. Emran Emon is a researcher, journalist, and columnist.
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Intellectual trafficking: Bar to development

Intellectual or talent trafficking is an international affair that is an integral part of the human migration
process. Immigration or relocation of a large number of technically qualified or educated talents results in
intellectual trafficking. Talent trafficking usually occurs to avoid war, lack of opportunities, political
instability or risk of living. A country loses its most talented, knowledgeable, skilled and deserving citizens
due to intellectual trafficking. Nowadays, the tendency of Bangladeshi students to go abroad for higher
education is increasing and thousands of meritorious students from government and private universities
migrated abroad at one time frustrated as they did not get the desired job. It is learned that they are migrating
abroad due to lucrative benefits including scholarships. Most of the student destinations are industrialized
countries like USA, Canada, UK, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Australia, Japan, South Korea etc.

These countries offer scholarships and other lucrative benefits to Bangladeshi students but unfortunately
most of the students finish their studies and do not return to the country in time, among them are teachers of
many public and private universities. Concerned people complain that they do not return to the country due
to high employment, living conditions and quality of life in the countries they have migrated. However, the
biggest bar to the country's progress is not properly evaluating the country's meritorious persons. In fact,
when people from a country who are highly educated, well trained and able to make quality contributions in
their respective fields leave their country and go to another country to work permanently in the interest of
that country or use their talent, this is called talent trafficking. Every year a large number of students from
our country go abroad for higher education but they do not return to the country.

A huge amount of money is spent in the country for their education. For this reason, intellectual trafficking
has become a cause of concern for developing countries. Talent trafficking has increased at an alarming rate
in recent years. According to UNESCO's 'Global Flow of Tertiary Level Students', the number of students
who migrated abroad for higher education from Bangladesh in 2017 has crossed one lakh. The number of
Bangladeshi students in the United States alone is about 10,000 but sadly, about 80 percent of them never
return. If talent is smuggled in this way, the country will become incompetent while the government is
spending huge amount of money from the state treasury behind these meritorious students. But the
developed world is enjoying the benefits of intellectual trafficking. One study found that between 1960 and
1990, the USA and Canada alone adopted one million talented, skilled, technical and professional people
from the underdeveloped world. Several years ago, a survey in Bangladesh caused a great stir. The survey
found that 82 percent of the country's 15- to 29-year-old population prefers to migrate abroad. This survey
shows that a large part of the country assumes that a full assessment of their talents, creativity and
qualifications is not possible in this country.

So they choose to leave their homeland and go abroad to ensure the full use of their talents. According to the
2021 "Open Door Report on International Educational Exchange", the United States issued study permits to
8,598 Bangladeshis in the 2020-21 academic year, more than three times as much as in 2009. FACD-CAB
says the number of Bangladeshis receiving US scholarships will double in 2022. According to UNESCO,
about 24,112 Bangladeshi students migrated abroad in 2015 and this number has quadrupled in 2020. As
such, on average 70,000 to 90,000 Bangladeshi students migrate abroad for higher education in every year.
When looking for the causes of intellectual trafficking, it is seen that social, economic and political issues
are closely associated with intellectual trafficking. Many emigrate in the hope of a healthy and prosperous
life - but not all of our students leave the country in this hope. We often taunt them saying that they are
selfish and migrate abroad with the country's interests at stake. They are living happily abroad at the expense
of the country's money but that is not entirely correct. Many students in our country leave the country
disappointed. Many leave the country for a sick system. Many people are forced to live far away from their
country when they repeatedly try to get a job but do not get a job despite having talent. Again, there is no
difference between the job sectors in our country. We have opened many departments in the universities but
we have not been able to diversify our work. So many people go abroad without getting job opportunities.
After so many years of independence, without any improvement in science, we are going to face the fourth
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industrial revolution. Meritorious students from engineering universities are increasingly going abroad.
Because the workplace opportunities they need are not available in the country.

Effective measures are needed to stop genuine intellectual trafficking. Authorities of government and non-
government organizations of the country should be aware of the proper evaluation of meritorious people in
the country now. The meritorious students of this country should be engaged in the welfare of their country
through proper evaluation. Allocation to research sector should be increased. Scientists need to increase the
necessary facilities, including salaries. In every field of Bangladesh, arrangements have to be made to
respect and reward the talents, skills, experience, dedication and creativity. Different incentives can be given
if needed. Above all, the country needs to provide all the necessary facilities to utilize the talents of the
country so that their full use of talents is ensured and they can play a role in the progress of the country.

Md Zillur Rahaman, Banker and Columnist.
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