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Essay Writing

How to write a good essay:

AMACIC] SAFIA S @ 6 (6 Tips 0> (el 2ei:

1) Analyse the question

9% @Hl key concepts @ & 203 €92 @45 content @CAIF AU @4 relation 51t @@t discuss, analyse,

define, compare ¥ evalute AT A (61 %2 3a e 2@

2. Define your argument
92 ¥ argument & 20 GT61 Define FAC® A 149 714 (F specific concept ¥ consider 41 2R G4

T informed position ST point of view SAZI?F FACS 2

3. Use evidence reasoning and scholarship

Evidence provides concrete information to support claim. @2 evidence @™ AUF specific examples,
facts, quotations, statistics and illustrations. Evidence W¥BItF argument @¥ Y connect FAIE T
reasoning 1 YEYTS WA WaSA 1 oAk (Il [T 0 (F (7 A%, AV (F9 T T4l
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4. Organize a coherent essay
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5. Write clearly
Spelling mistake =T &1, (767 FBIZ &4, vocabulary e eld AN select F4Ce (A, grammatical error
avoid F4Ce A

6. Cite Sources and evidences

Citations t® 2(30& 91 (OBIF (T T@d 90 Meo 204 492 evidence & 0% o @itz & 161
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Sample

0 Write an essay on Blue economy in Banglaesh: Prospects and Challenges|[3 gh BCS]

Blue Economy in Bangladesh: Prospects and Challenges

Bangladesh has enormous potential in the field of "blue economy," which refers to the sustainable use of
marine resources. The sector's prospects are enhanced not only by Bangladesh's geographic proximity to
water bodies, but also by the abundance of seafood and fishery products available for export.

What is "Blue Economy"?

The term "blue economy" refers to the sustainable exploitation of marine resources. It encompasses
traditional economic activities such as fishing, aquaculture, and tourism that are reliant on healthy oceans
and seas, as well as emerging industries such as biotechnology and maritime transportation. Gunter Pauli
coined the term "blue economy" in 1994.

Prospect in economy:
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We conquered the seas off Myanmar in 2014. As a result, our maritime boundary has increased to 1.4 times
its size in comparison to another part of the country. By 2030, if activities are conducted i at least four
areas within the territory acquired by Bangladesh as a result of the sea conquest, it is possible to earn
approximately 2.5 trillion US dollars annually. Oil and gas extraction, fishing extraction, port expansion,
and tourism are the four sectors. Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, and Thailand share a coastline of 145 million
people, with Bangladesh at the center. As a result of Bangladesh's enormous economic potential, there are
excellent opportunities to enrich the country's economy. Moreover, Bangladesh has adopted Delta plan -
2100, 1n which maritime has been given much priority.

Aquaculture and Fisheries:

Bangladeshi trawlers currently operate within 35-40 nautical miles of the coast. However, our economic
zone extends out to 200 nautical miles. There is a unique opportunity to bolster the country's maritime
economy by expanding its scope of operations.

Apart from fisheries, the Bay of Bengal is teeming with marine life, seaweeds, and shrubs. The Bay of
Bengal is densely forested with marine weeds. These weeds have the potential to be processed into
medicines for a variety of diseases. The most valuable of these weeds 1s spirulina.

Energy and Natural Resources:

Bangladesh has the same amount of natural resources above and below water. Additionally, the mineral
resources beneath the Bay of Bengal are believed to be unparalleled by any other sea or bay in the world. At
the bottom of this sea, mineral resources include approximately 17 different types of mineral sand. Zircon,
rutile, sillimanite, ilmenite, magnetite, garnet, kyanite, monazite, and lycoxine are the most common.

Bangladesh's Blue Economy Prospects:

Along with oil and gas, the bottom of the Bay of Bengal contains 13 locations where uranium-thorium sand
is more valuable than gold. Bangladesh obtained ownership of eight out of ten gas blocks from India and
thirteen from Myanmar as a result of the sea conquest. These blocks contain approximately 40 trillion cubic
feet of gas.

Tourism:

The global coastal tourism industry 1s booming, having grown steadily in recent years. Indeed, this accounts
for 5% of global GDP and 6-7% of total employment. These countries' economic benefits are significant,
with a combined 1/2 being Least Developed Countries (LDCs). Bangladesh's economic potential can be
enhanced by attracting more tourists, which will not only contribute to achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) but also to GDP growth.

Shipping;

90% of Bangladesh's external freight traffic is maritime. This dependence on maritime commerce means that
we may need to incentivize local shipping companies to maintain their current fleet size. Maritime transport
is critical to our country's long-term economic growth. That i1s why seaports and coastal shipping should be
prioritized to ensure that these services can continue for years to come.

Bangladesh's Blue Economy Challenges:

Our marine resources have the potential to make a significant contribution to poverty alleviation, food self-
sufficiency, and ecological balance, addressing the adverse effects of climate change, and harnessing the
multifaceted economic potential. However, it is critical to consider potential roadblocks.

Assuring the sovereignty of the entire coastal region while also ensuring the economic zone's security can be
difficult. Additionally, developing eco-friendly marine infrastructure for sea tourism can be a difficult task,
as we have yet to adopt world-class marine tourism. Protecting deep-sea and exclusive economic zone areas
from international smugglers, drug, human, and arms traffickers, piracy, and the drug menace can be
challenging if the government does not closely monitor these activities.

Future of exploration:
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Exploring and exploiting these sea resources through the use of appropriate technology, the economy of
Bangladesh can grow rapidly. Bangladesh gained a defined maritime zone in the Bay of Bengal after a long
time dispute settlement of maritime boundary with India and Myanmar.

In conclusion, Bangladesh must take some steps to ensure the blue economy's long-term development. It is
critical to provide reliable data and accurate statistics in order to attract investors and contribute to the
sector's development.

Précis Writing

Writing a précis
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Sample
1. Write a Précis of the following passage:
Cultural diversity is the quality of diverse of different cultures, as opposed to monoculture, as in the global
monoculture or a homogenization of cultures, akin to cultural decay. For example, before Hawaii was
conquered by Europeans, the culturally diverse Hawaiian culture existed in the world and contributed to the
world's cultural diversity. Now Hawaii has been westemnized, the vast majority of its culture has been
replaced with Western or American culture.
The phrase 'cultural diversity' can also refer to different cultures having respect for each other's differences.
The phrase 'cultural diversity' is sometimes misused to mean the variety of human societies or cultures in a
specific region, or in the world as a whole; but these phenomena are multiculturalism rather than cultural
diversity.
By analogy with biodiversity, which is thought to be essential to the long term survival of life on earth, it
can be argued that cultural diversity may be vital for the long term survival of humanity, and that the
conservation of indigenous cultures may be as important to mankind as the conservation of species and
ecosystem is to life in general. The general conference of UNESCO took this position in 2001 asserting in
article 1 of the Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity that cultural diversity is as necessary for
humankind as biodiversity is for nature. This position is rejected by some people on several grounds.
Firstly, like most evolutionary accounts of human nature, the importance of cultural diversity for survival
may be an untestable hypothesis, which can neither be proved nor disarmed. Secondly, it can be argued that
it 1s unethical deliberately to conserve less developed societies because this will deny people within those
societies the benefits of technological and medical advances enjoyed by those of us in the developed world.
In the same way, it is unethical to promote poverty in undeveloped nations as cultural diversity. It is also
unethical to promote all religious practices simply because they contribute to cultural diversity. Particularly,
there are some practices that are recognized by the WHO and UN as unethical such as female genital
mutilation, human sacrifice, etc.

[34th BCS]
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Title: Present World and Cultural Diversity (I3 4 ¢ sregfos fom)

Precis: In the era of globalization, cultural diversity has added a new dimension for the survival of life on
earth. It means neither necessarily the rejection nor adaptation of Western Culture. But it is a respect for
each other's culture. Primitive culture and religious beliefs should not be part of it. The heritage of one'
cultural identify should not be discarded or ignored.

Summary Writing
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Sample

1. Summarize the passage in your own words in 100 words: [40th BCS]

Home to over four million child workers, Bangladesh has been the subject of global concern regarding
children's rights and child labor. In a place where poverty is the cause of the everyday tribulations, it is not
possible to abolish this long-established system of child drudgery entirely.

= Bangladesh has been branded as a production house of child labour over the years.

A 2002-2003 UNICEF survey noted that children represent 16.6% of the total workforce. At the time there
were 3.2 million child laborers in Bangladesh among whom about 1.4 million children were doing
hazardous work. Countless children are engaged in strenuous work in industries such as tanneries, ship
breaking yards, tobacco factories, transportation, car workshops and construction, while others serve in tea
stalls, restaurants or do household chores.

= International communities are very much concerned about the fabulous number of child workers
living in Bangladesh.

In Bangladesh children work both in the rural and urban based industries; however the children working in
urban areas are subjected to dismal work conditions like unfixed wages, health hazards, no contracts etcetera
and are vulnerable to mental, physical and sexual hara ent. It is understandable in what circumstances the
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destitute families choose their children to work in order to make both ends meet. This situation is often
referred to as 'borrowing from the future for present consumption', since present needs blight the
development of the child in future. This creates an intergenerational transfer of poverty whereby the
downward spiral of exploitation and poverty is passed from adult to child.

= What is most horrifying is that almost all of them work under grim conditions like unfixed-wages,
health hazards, etc and they are vulnerable to mental, physical and sexual harassment.

The current situation of child rights in Bangladesh may fall short of international standards, but the
circumstances are supposed to be different in a country where about 38 million people live below poverty
line. In many cases children are the sole breadwinners for their family, which may comprise up to 4 5
members. Owing to severe pecuniary constraints and common social inclinations most children are forced to
give up their studies and start working in order to stanchion their families. As seen in the case studies
mentioned above, the major cause of children's entering the workforce is economic difficulties. As a result,
in Bangladesh where absolute poverty exists, 67% children are working on account of financial hardship.
Another factor contributing to child labor is the lack of awareness and tradition. As most of the people are
unaware of the concept of child labor and its pernicious effect, most parents do not object to their children
working, rather on the contrary, they encourage it.

= Of the factors that are directly responsible for it, poverty is the most crucial one that quickly drives
the parents to choose to send their children to work.

While all agree that child labor is a bane of a nation that needs to be addressed immediately, it is also an
impracticable idea to uproot it completely from a country like Bangladesh. Rather, attempts at decreasing it
should be the first course of action. Steps must be taken to reduce and eventually eradicate extreme poverty
through economic and social development. Furthermore, child-focused education and awareness are also
required. As many children drop out of school because of associated costs, such as transport and uniform
expenses, these can be subsumed within the school budget.

= Though it is not possible to eradicate this problem overnight, we have to take strict attempts to
abolish it gradually.

Another thing that can be done is raising awareness of child labor. This can be done by both the government
and NGOs through various means of awareness building. Educating the masses about the pitfalls of child
labor 1s necessary as most of them do not understand the concept. If they are able to realize the dangers and
disadvantages of sending their children to work instead of school, they will be less inclined to send them to
work.

= To eliminate these factors, raising awarness might be effective in Bangladesh.

Summary: Bangladesh has been branded as a production house of child labour

over the years. International communities are very much concerned about the fabulous number of child
workers living in Bangladesh. What is most horrifying is that almost all of them work under grim conditions
like unfixed-wages, health hazards, etc and they are vulnerable to mental, physical and sexual harassment.
Of the factors that are directly responsible for it, poverty is the most crucial one that quickly drives the
parents to choose to send their children to work. Though it is not possible to eradicate this problem
overnight, we have to take strict attempts to abolish it gradually. To eliminate these factors, raising
awareness might be effective in Bangladesh.

Paragraph
P! basic paragraph YT AT ALPIA(L sentences AT 5SS =IAT ATFTC: the topic sentence, three supporting
sentences, and a concluding sentence. But the secrets to paragraph writing lay in four essential elements. These are
being explained below
Unity(Sentences 91019 JPON)Unity in a paragraph begins with the topic sentence. Every paragraph has one single,
controlling idea that is expressed in its topic sentence, which is typically the first sentence of the paragraph. B0 |
Paragraph 2 e IS BISAIC W@ ATPC, Supporting sentence el central idea 49
SETCTHAT AN PRC AP0 GFel IAY IR AL, WA AR 998 Al [0 O HJA0 ot |
FEOT HIF STC STYHNAPT 50T BFA | BT NG paragraph I 61 SILASEC BT GO (Drive) PAC O
Qﬁ_[eﬂa“f PN 4] O[dA LﬂBﬁ)_[ WAL Topic sentence =T Fiﬁﬁ
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Order(Sentence JeTC:T STGINT=Id PIN)Order refers to the way you organize your supporting sentences. SN |
Chronological order, J09(d ¢, 4l 3w I[Fend N ER flfhldzw‘l?lﬁ @“’THQTW choose PN N[ B, G3B0f |
solid paragraph Sgul uﬂﬁw structure ATPC| PG well ordered paragraph <49 YeTw[q AT WANTD
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438 GO ATG[ST STRTTY B

Coherence (Sentence 2JeT(::1d Wﬂaﬁi R ER[S] DGK| L‘Q’@)Coherence is the quality that makes your writing
understandable. Sentences within a paragraph need to connect to each other and work together as a whole.
SISOl SIFGLE SFTON ST BATY 26l Transition word JIIRIF BRI AR WA IB PY ATHRC
HIILO! APUC SQINLN Ol BAU SN Transition word JIIRIT FLOL AN YN BINP STANLS
(First,second, third); ?{211?11"215 AP (above, below) <l Wr(furthermore, in addition, Infact ) WI
ARIGIS, PO Paragraph FCAE ST, <56l ATNBGOTINIY Verb, Tense G2 point of view 318 OO Geyd
NFOINFT SAMI|

Completeness. (Paragraph ‘9 JIAIALMOI)  Completeness means a paragraph is well-developed. If all sentences
clearly and sufficiently support the main idea, then your paragraph is complete. W WAE A AN A GF
ﬂﬂriﬁ ARY 41 A9 Oy W] YP(, O[Rel Paragraph WHYALVI] ﬂaﬁﬁﬁ?aragraph YHHT Q1T
Gl ﬂaﬁﬁ“Topic sentence 4% Concluding sentence RNUISY ﬂﬁﬂﬁqﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁﬂ“Supporting sentence
ALAIGN| paragraph 44 Concluding sentence of wreE Topic sentence <P ‘Fﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ% P4l
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Sample
Suppose we are writing a paragraph about Alexander the Great

Now follow the procedure

Alexander the Great
» Start with a topic sentence that clearly identifies the main point(s) of the paragraph: Alexander the

Great was a successful ruler because his actions created long lasting effects on cultures that

continue to the present day.

Example (Think of an example that supports your thesis statement): One example of his legacy

was the creation of a Hellenistic society.

Explanation of Example (What does this specific example mean? Be specific. Expand your example

by providing additional important details):

» Hellenism was the combination of Greek, Persian, and Egyptian cultures. During this remarkable
time period, people were encouraged to pursue a formal education and produce many different
kinds of art. New forms of math, science, and design made a great impact on society.

» How does the example prove your thesis (Why is this example important? How does it support the
main claim of your thesis statement?):

» If this new way of life had not been as successful as it was, Alexander’s legacy would not be as
memorable and groundbreaking.

Concluding Sentence (Sum up the main argument of your paragraph in one sentence):

[/

v

Because he conquered many countries and blended together many different cultures, Alexander the Great
is widely recognized for his achievements and credited with being one of the greatest rulers in history.
Putting it altogether: Alexander the Great was a successful ruler because his actions created long lasting
effects on cultures that continue to the present day. One example of his legacy was the creation of a
Hellenistic society. Hellenism was the combination of Greek, Persian, and Egyptian cultures. During this
remarkable time period, people were encouraged to pursue a formal education and produce many
different kinds of art. New forms of math, science, and design made a great impact on society. If this new
way of life had not been as successful as it was, Alexander’s legacy would not be as memorable and
groundbreaking. Because he conquered many countries and blended together many different cultures,
Alexander the Great is widely recognized for his achievements and credited with being one of the greatest
rulers in history.
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Focus Writing
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Sample

Water logging problem in Dhaka City

The problem of waterlogging is not only for the people of Dhaka, but also for other big metropolitan cities

including Chittagong due to unplanned urbanization. However, the problem of waterlogging became

apparent in Dhaka and Chittagong cities due to rain. The residents of Dhaka are once again facing the

threat of severe waterlogging, as incessant rain has inundated many parts and major roads of the capital.
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Causes of water logging:

Structural causes are one of the main culprits behind the problem of water logging. Rapid urbanization,
unplanned digging of roads for maintenance purpose, unplanned and unsecured drainage system,
shrinking of natural drainage and wetlands due to unauthorized land filling and illegal construction over
canals is all contributing to water logging. Constant land grabbing is leading to the blockage of natural
filtration of rainfall, thus, adding to the problem at hand. Improper management is another major
contributor.

Therefore waterlogging is tacking place as different parts of the city remains inundated for several days.
Inadequate drainage sections, conventional drainage system with low capacity and gravity, natural
siltation, absence of inlets and outlets, indefinite drainage outlets, lack of proper maintenance of existing
drainage system, and over and above disposal of solid waste into the drains and drainage paths are
accounted for the prime causes of blockage in drainage system and water logging. In addition, seasonal
tidal effect and the topography of the city area are also causing waterlogging.

The government has failed to maintain any control over unauthorized and unplanned development that is
occupying canals and water bodies in and around cities. They do not even bother to supervise the digging
of roads during monsoon by WASA, Rajuk, City Corporation and other private developers. People of mega
cities like Dhaka, Chittagong and other populated cities have valid reasons to be worried as it is they who
suffer from problems caused by water logging. Even due to slight rainfall, roads sometimes become
unusable.

Effects of Water logging:

Disruption of traffic movement and normal life; damage of structures and infrastructure; destruction of
vegetation and aquatic habitats; loss of income potentials are the effects of waterlogging on city life. The
rain water becomes polluted as it mixes with solid waste, clinical waste, silt, contaminants, domestic
wastes and other human activities that increase the water born diseases. The stagnant rain water leads to
the creation of breeding sites for diseases vectors that becomes a hazard to health as well as being
unsightly and foul smelling.

The Bangladesh Institute of Planners (BIP) found in a study that at least 3,483 acres of water-bodies and
lowlands across the metropolitan area in Dhaka have been filled up in the last nine years and 36% of the
water-bodies in Dhaka had been filled up, violating the Detailed Area Plan (DAP) for the capital adopted in
2019. It also said that the parts of the city under the jurisdiction of Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkah (Rajuk)
had 100,937 acres of water-bodies and lowlands in nine years ago, but 22% of those--22,156 acres--have
been filled up since then, greatly contributing to the perennial water-logging issue.

Key to solution :

In order to eradicate this problem, natural drainage system has to be restored. Road construction and
other public facility based work should be undertaken at proper times and must be finished before the
arrival of the rainy season. Unauthorized filling of canals must be stopped, and those responsible must be
punished. The government should take proper measures to ensure these criterions are being fulfilled. It is
up to our honorable government to immediately address the problem and relieve the population of cities
such as Dhaka and others from the serious sufferings they have to endure because of water logging.

In conclusion, Management of drainage system of Dhaka City 1s presently a challenge for the urban
authorities because of rapid growth of population and unplanned development activities. Therefore, a close
coordination among urban authorities and agencies and cooperation between public and private sectors is
needed for effective management and sustainable operation of urban drainage system.

Argumentative Essay Writing

Introduction:

Q2TTR @ K (T4 @ HTF @FT0eA Y& I A Of STHESd Sa F900 T3 | (@ 9P 2054 & 1deT O AT
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Reasons & support:

Argument TF support F A T FACE G4 = e ML NG @04 o/8f Fme facts, statistics, real life
examples SFPITH 2RINE T4 FACC 20A | GUFGE (P 78 AT To41 Sogrel 91 @ATS AT A @A Foce Tmds T |
Apply “if............ then’ reasoning to relate the reasons back to the main position. Support your main claim.

Anticipate the opinion of rivals:

QI FAATHT e (FATS 204 | Y2 ATH ST Ifete fem ferss s ava ey Samares ey Sogee sare
EICH

Conclusion: The final word in your argumentative essay should explain the audience what to think/ do
based on both personal opinion.

Sample

Argumentative writing sample question:

Some opine that the commencement of Uber (a car ride hailing service) in Dhaka has increased the number
of vehicles in the congested city and worsened the traffic situation. Others opine that Uber has not only been
a solution to the woes of Dhaka city dwellers who have to depend on the abysmal public transport system
but has also brought new employment opportunities to the city.

With which of the above opinion do you agree? Support you views with reasons and / or examples from
your own experience, observations, or reading.

Answer:

The discussion whether the commencement of Uber in Dhaka has brought about congestion and worsened
the traffic situation or has been a blessing so far for Dhaka dwellers is a controversial one. In my point of
view, it is more sagacious to go for the latter one. A number of reasons are available to support my opinion.
These are discussed below.

To begin with, a city with more than 20 million people admits almost 47,000 people per square kilometer
offers no good experience for its people when it comes to travelling within the city. Uber is a blessing in this
regard as it is convenient and affordable.

In addition, there is a gap between our demand and supply for convenient transports in Dhaka city. In this
case, employment is created by offering the Uber services. A survey recalls that the gross income of a ride
share owner is almost tk. 60,000 a month. There is no denying that app-based ride services are bringing
some early benefits to the economy.

Furthermore, taking into consideration the average monthly income of different ride share service provides
and the estimated number vehicles currently involved in the business, we can estimate the size of the ride
share market in Dhaka at tk. 22 billion a year. It seems the market is going to expand further. Furthermore,
rickshaws have been the most popular mode of transport within the city with an estimation of close to
400000 rickshaws running easy day. The public transport is horrible and with such densely population, one
can’t expect to have smooth travel to any place within the city. It has been a struggle for people to go to
office from home and to corner back. In the hot humid city there are only a few air conditional bus services.
In this case, Uber plays a vital j role in facilitating a convenient and comfortable journey.

On the contrary, some opine that Uber cause traffic congestion as we are already over flooded with more
than 11 lakhs registered vehicles in our country. It 1s true that after Uber started operation, our vehicles have
been increasing day by day. Again, proper traffic system can alleviate our traffic congestion problem.

To sum up, from what has been discussed above, it is safe to conclude that after considering all the
advantages of Uber service, it has been a blessing for city dweller.

Amplification Of an Idea
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1. Procrastination is the thief of time
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[34™ BCS)

Or, Defer not till tomorrow what you can do today
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Amplification: Timely action is very essential in our life, because it prevents a great loss. If we take early
steps, it will take lesser amount of labour and we will get success easily. If we do not study our books much
before examination, we will not be able to pass. Similarly, if any small banyan tree grows in a building, we
need to uproot it immediately. Otherwise, it will destroy the building. If we do not solve a problem in time,
it will create a great disaster in future. Most people are lazy. They put aside their necessary tasks for
tomorrow. But time passes away. We do not think that the golden hour of our life is passing away. At the
same time, we are losing opportunities. Benjamin Franklin says, “Never leave till tomorrow what you can do
today". If you have a small tear in your clothes, you should mend it at once. If you do not do so, the tear will
get bigger and bigger. The job will take a longer time to finish. At one point of time, the tear will be beyond
repair. If a thing is not done in time, it becomes complex. We have a lot of duties to do in the short span of
our life. If we put aside our work, they will never be done in the future. Timely action removes our mental
burden and provides the opportunity to enjoy leisure. So we should be prompt in action and avoid any
necessary delay.

Summary Writing

1. Summarize the passage in your own words in 100 words: [40th BCS]

Home to over four million child workers, Bangladesh has been the subject of global concemn regarding
children's rights and child labor. In a place where poverty is the cause of the everyday tribulations, it is not
possible to abolish this long-established system of child drudgery entirely.

= Bangladesh has been branded as a production house of child labour over the years.

A 2002-2003 UNICEF survey noted that children represent 16.6% of the total workforce. At the time there
were 3.2 million child laborers in Bangladesh among whom about 1.4 million children were doing
hazardous work. Countless children are engaged in strenuous work in industries such as tanneries, ship
breaking yards, tobacco factories, transportation, car workshops and construction, while others serve in tea
stalls, restaurants or do household chores.

= International communities are very much concerned about the fabulous number of child workers
living in Bangladesh.

In Bangladesh children work both in the rural and urban based industries; however the children working in
urban areas are subjected to dismal work conditions like unfixed wages, health hazards, no contracts etcetera
and are vulnerable to mental, physical and sexual hara ent. It is understandable in what circumstances the
destitute families choose their children to work in order to make both ends meet. This situation is often
referred to as 'borrowing from the future for present consumption', since present needs blight the
development of the child in future. This creates an intergenerational transfer of poverty whereby the
downward spiral of exploitation and poverty is passed from adult to child.

= What is most horrifying is that almost all of them work under grim conditions like unfixed-wages,
health hazards, etc and they are vulnerable to mental, physical and sexual harassment.
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The current situation of child rights in Bangladesh may fall short of international standards, but the
circumstances are supposed to be different in a country where about 38 million people live below poverty
line. In many cases children are the sole breadwinners for their family, which may comprise up to 4 5
members. Owing to severe pecuniary constramts and common social inclinations most children are forced to
give up their studies and start working in order to stanchion their families. As seen in the case studies
mentioned above, the major cause of children's entering the workforce is economic difficulties. As a result,
in Bangladesh where absolute poverty exists, 67% children are working on account of financial hardship.
Another factor contributing to child labor is the lack of awareness and tradition. As most of the people are
unaware of the concept of child labor and its pemnicious effect, most parents do not object to their children
working, rather on the contrary, they encourage it.

= Of the factors that are directly responsible for it, poverty is the most crucial one that quickly drives
the parents to choose to send their children to work.

While all agree that child labor is a bane of a nation that needs to be addressed immediately, it is also an
impracticable idea to uproot it completely from a country like Bangladesh. Rather, attempts at decreasing it
should be the first course of action. Steps must be taken to reduce and eventually eradicate extreme poverty
through economic and social development. Furthermore, child-focused education and awareness are also
required. As many children drop out of school because of associated costs, such as transport and uniform
expenses, these can be subsumed within the school budget.

= Though it is not possible to eradicate this problem overnight, we have to take strict attempts to
abolish it gradually.

Another thing that can be done is raising awareness of child labor. This can be done by both the government
and NGOs through various means of awareness building. Educating the masses about the pitfalls of child
labor is necessary as most of them do not understand the concept. If they are able to realize the dangers and
disadvantages of sending their children to work instead of school, they will be less inclined to send them to
work.

= To eliminate these factors, raising awarness might be effective in Bangladesh.

Summary:
Bangladesh has been branded as a production house of child labour

Over the years. International communities are very much concemed about the fabulous number of child
workers living in Bangladesh. What is most horrifying is that almost all of them work under grim conditions
like unfixed-wages, health hazards, etc and they are vulnerable to mental, physical and sexual harassment.
Of the factors that are directly responsible for it, poverty is the most crucial one that quickly drives the
parents to choose to send their children to work. Though 1t is not possible to eradicate this problem
overnight, we have to take strict attempts to abolish it gradually. To eliminate these factors, raising awarness
might be effective in Bangladesh.

2. Summarize the passage in your own words in 100 words: [38th BCS]

Fifty years ago, before the poor had become class conscious, there were several subjects, such as economics
and imperial affairs, of which they were comparatively ignorant, In regard to these subjects they were
prepared to accept the opinion of those who had studied them all their lives. Today, owing to the distrust
created by class propaganda, we can count on no such acquiescence. An uneducated or untravelled person is
unlikely today to give credence to the advice or information provided by somebody whom he assumes to
belong to the capitalist class.

= Owing to the emergence of class consciousness among the poor these days, a sense of distrusts and
doubts about the opinions and information provided by the educated and knowledgeable persons of
the society pervades their minds.

He has been taught that the aim of the Conservative Party and its sponsors is to delude the noble worker and
to tell him lies. Thus the assertions of those who are really informed on a difficult subject are met by
derisive laughter; whereas the catchwords and headline stuff doled out by the party propagandists are taken
to be mcontestable truth and wisdom. This, since the days of Thersites, has been the familiar device of
demagogues. It is easier to laugh than to understand, easier to fester with suspicion of others than to glow
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with confidence. The proletariat always prefer the easier path, especially when they are assured that it is a
praiseworthy path leading directly to their own interests.

= Strongly enough, this class propaganda inhibits an uneducated or untravelled person to believe the
advice or information of an informative person who, to the eyes of the class propagandists, is an agent
of capitalist ideology.

Ages of acquiescence are always, so we are assured, followed by ages of denial; for several centuries
mankind will accept the established order and continue to live, generation by generation, according to the
old unquestioned pattern; then suddenly some ferment is introduced which sets the whole community
bubbling and the crust is destroyed.

= Thus, ages of acquiescence are being replaced with ages of denial when people discard and distrust
the established order of the society.

During these periods of negation it is customary for those who direct the revolution to teach the people to
deny and to distrust even the best and truest things that they are taught in the past; it is not only that they
must deride the ancient formulas, it is also that they must suspect of the very worst motives of any of those
who seek even to explain them.

= People from the West are more sharp to refuge to accept as truth statements and ideas than those of
the East.

Today we have on each side of the great divide examples of both systems. To the East, we have an area of
apparent acquiescence, in which many millions of men and women, who cannot all be stupid, accept as truth
statements and ideas that to rational beings are palpably false. To the West, we have many millions of men
and women, most of whom are intelligent and sentient, who refuse to accept as truth statements and ideas
that really can withstand the most searching examination. This contrast between the gullible and the
incredulous is an interesting, and to my mind, encouraging thing to observe.

= Interestingly enough, such incredulous minds are more fit to educate.

It suggests that those who believe everything that they are told are condemned to a mental stagnation that
can only end in decay; whereas those who refuse to believe anything, even when told by reputable
authorities, are doubtless being extremely silly, but are also very much alive. Those are the sort of people
whom it is worthwhile trying to educate. But by what means are we to inculcate the habit of responsible
thinking? Only, I suggest, by wily tact.

= Just a cunning tact is needed to inculeate the habit of responsible thinking in them.

Summary:
Owing to the emergence of class consciousness among the poor these days, a sense of distrusts and doubts

about the opinions and information provided by the educated and knowledgeable persons of the society
pervades their minds. Strongly enough, this class propaganda inhibits an uneducated or untravelled person to
believe the advice or information of an informative person who, to the eyes of the class propagandists, is an
agent of capitalist ideology. Thus, ages of acquiescence are being replaced with ages of denial when people
discard and distrust the established order of the society. People from the West are more sharp to refuge to
accept as truth statements and ideas than those of the East. Interestingly enough, such incredulous minds are
more fit to educate. Just a cunning tact is needed to inculeate the habit of responsible thinking in them.

3. Summarize the passage in your own words in 100 words: [37th BCS]

Hides and skins are the raw material of the leather manufacturer or tanner. When man first used animal skins
is not known. Skins, even when preserved by tanning, do not last as long as stone, pottery, metals and bones,
and our knowledge about the early use of skins in vague.

= Hides and skins are important raw materials that play a pivotal role to advance human civilization.

However, the numerous flint scrappers and bone or ivory sewing needles in our museums show that tens of
thousands of years ago, in the early Stone Age, skins were prepared and used long before textiles.
Nowadays, hides and skins are essential raw materials and important articles of commerce.

= At the very dawn of civilization, man learnt how to use animal skins.

Page: 12




Any animal skin can be made into leather, but the skin chiefly used come from cattle, sheep, goats, pigs and
horses. To a lesser extent the skins from dogs, deer, reptiles, marine animals, fish and birds are also used.
Snakes, lizards, seals, whales and sharks all contribute to the leather manufacture.

'Hide' 1s the trade word for the skins of the larger animals such as full grown cattle and horses; and 'skin' for
the smaller animals and immature larger animals, such as ponies and calves. Some skins are made into
leather after the hair or wool has been removed; but the skins of the fur-bearing animals and sometimes of
sheep, lambs and ponies are processed, or 'dressed', with the hair or wool still in place.

= The many flint scrappers and bone or ivory sewing needles kept in the museums bear the proof of
preparing and using skins in the early stone age long before textiles.

Most cattle hides come from South America, the U.S.A, and from Australia with smaller quantities from
East and West Africa, Central America and the Sudan. Sheepskins come from Australia and New Zealand,
and the best goat skins come from India, Pakistan, Ethiopia, Saudi Arabia and Nigeria.

There is usually a long interval between the flaying, or stripping, of the skin from the animals and putting it
into tannery for processing. If the flayed skins were left wet, they would go bad, just like meat; they must
therefore be preserved in some way.

= The hides and skins of numerous animals need a careful process of flaying or stripping and then
they go to tannery.

The commonest method is salting. This involves sprinkling the skins with salt on their inner side; or
immersing the skins completely in strong salt solution for some hours, after which they are drained and
sprinkled with solid salt.

= Salting and drying are two effective ways to preserve them from damage.

Another method is drying is to stretch the skins out on the grounds, or on frames and to dry them in the sun,
or even better in the shade. Beetles and other insects eat skins and must be kept away by the use of some
chemical such as D.D.T. The dried skins are called 'crust' leather and are sent in this farm to the tanneries for
the very complicated process of tanning. After tanning, only the middle layer of the skin is left to provide
leather as we know it. It 1s to the closely kmt fiber structure of the middle layer that leather owes its virtues
of flexibility, strength and elasticity, its resistance to rubbing and its unique power of allowing water vapour
and air to pass through it while resisting penetration by liquid water itself.

= After salting and drying, they are sent for the complicated process of tanning which ultimately
unfolds the middle layer of the skin to provide leather as we know it.

Summary:
Hides and skins are important raw materials that play a pivotal role to advance human civilization. At the

very dawn of civilization, man learnt how to use animal skins. The many flint scrappers and bone or ivory
sewing needles kept in the museums bear the proof of preparing and using skins in the early stone age long
before textiles. The hides and skins of numerous animals need a careful process of flaying or stripping and
then they go to tannery. Salting and drying are two effective ways to preserve them from damage. After
salting and drying, they are sent for the complicated process of tanning which ultimately unfolds the middle
layer of the skin to provide leather as we know it.

4. Summarize the passage in your own words in 100 words: [36th BCS]

Everybody is talking about reconstruction. Most people, when asked what spiritual quality is aptly needed to
rebuild-civilization, will reply 'Love'. Men must love one another, they say; nations must do likewise, and
then the series of cataclysms which is threatening, to destroy us will be checked.

= Tolerance holds the key to peace and world order.

Respectfully but firmly, I disagree. Love is a great force in private life; it is indeed the greatest of all things;
but love in public affairs does not work. It has been tried again and again: by the Christian civilization of the
Middle Ages, and also by the French Revolution, a secular movement which reasserted the Brotherhood of
man. And it has always failed. The idea that nations should love one another, or that- business concerns or
marketing boards should love one another, or that- a man in Portugal should love a man in Peru of whom he
has never heard- it is absurd, unreal, dangerous.
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= Tolerance might be unattractive yet it is very effective to keep stability in civilization. Tolerance has
replaced love for this reason.

It leads us into perilous and vague sentimentalism. "Love' is what is needed, we chant and then sit back and
the world goes on as before. The fact i1s we can only Nove what we know personally. And we cannot know
much.

= Previously, love was thought to be the driving force in rebuilding civilization.

In public affairs, in the rebuilding of civilization, something much less dramatic and emotional 1s needed,
namely, tolerance. Tolerance is a very dull virtue. It is boring. Unlike love, it has always had a bad press. It
is negative.

= But the futility of the idea became visible in the Christian civilization of the middle Ages or the
French Revolution.

It merely means putting up with people, being able to stand things. No one has ever written an ode to
tolerance, or raised a statue to her. Yet this is the quality which will be most needed after the war. This is the
sound state of mind which we are earnestly looking for. This is the only force which will enable different
races and classes and interests to settle down together to the work of reconstruction.

=1It is quite impossible that nations or individuals will exercise the same idea about love.

The world is very full of people appallingly full; it has never been so full before, and they are all tumbling
over each other. Most of these people one doesn't know and some of them one doesn't like; doesn't like the
colour of their skins, say, or the shapes of their noses, or the way blow them or don't blow them or the way
they talk, or their smell or their clothes, or their fondness for Jazz or their dislike of Jazz, and so on.

= The use of love in reconstructing society might create havoc.

Well, what is one to do? There are two solutions. One of them is the, Nazi solution. If you don't like people,
kill them, segregate them and then strut up and down proclaiming that you are the salt of the earth. The other
way 1s much less thrilling, but it is on the whole the way of democracies and I prefer it.

= Moreover, the Nazi solution of executing people of dissimilar ideology will only create trouble.

If you don't like people, put up with them as well as you can. Don't try to love them: you can't, you will only
straimn yourself. But try to tolerate them. On the basis of that tolerance, a civilized future may be bult.
Certainly I can see no other foundation for the post-war world.

= So, there is no other option left other than tolerance.

Summary:Tolerance holds the key to peace and world order. Tolerance might

be unattractive yet 1t 1s very effective to keep stability in civilization. Tolerance has replaced love for this
reason. Previously, love was thought to be the driving force in rebuilding civilization. But the futility of the
idea became visible in the Christian civilization of the middle Ages or the French Revolution. It is quite
impossible that nations or individuals will exercise the same idea about love. The use of love in
reconstructing society might create havoc. Moreover, the Nazi solution of executing people of dissimilar
ideology will only create trouble. So, there is no other option left other than tolerance.

S. Summarize the passage in your own words in 100 words: [35th BCS]

The Tk. 32.48bn Development Project Proposal (DPP) for Bangabandhu 1, the first satellite of Bangladesh,
is ready for being placed before the highest economic policy making body, Executive Committee of the
National Economic Council (ECNEC).

= Launching of Satellite 'Bangabandhu 1' is going be a great technological Landmark for Bangladesh.

The Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission (BTRC) has already finalised the proposal
from its end and would initiate buying @orbital slot" for the satellite once ECNEC gives approval. The
BTRC will purchase an orbital slot on 119 degree East from Intersputnik, a renowned Russian company, at a
cost of $28m (Tk. 217.7bn) with a single lifetime of 15 years.
= To implement this project, the government has decided to fund half of its costs from its own funds
and the other half will be provided by the foreign credits.
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Initially, the BTRC applied for a slot on 102 degree East to the International Telecommunication Union
(ITU). However, nearly 20 countries including the USA, Russia, France and Australia raised objections that
their satellite communication would be disrupted if Bangladesh was given that slot.

Out of the proposed DPP cost of Tk. 32.48bn, the government will bear Tk. 15.60bn from its own funds.

Of the Tk. 15.604bn the government allocated Tk. 6.91bn in the previous fiscal, Tk. 3.49bn for the ongoing
(2013-14) fiscal, and the remaining Tk. 5.02bn for the next (2014-15). The other half of the project cost, that
1s Tk. 16.883bn, will be funded by a supplier's credit from the Export-Import Bank of USA. Earlier, the
Export-Import of USA sent a proposal to the government through the BTRC for funding the project at less
than 2% interest.

= This satellite will be launched under Public-Private Partnership (PPP) scheme to ensure flawless
maintenance. Every year, Bangladesh has to pay a lot of money on satellite rents.

The government had decided to launch the satellite under Public-Private Partnership (PPP) scheme in order
to ensure impeccable maintenance after the launch. According to documents, the project commenced on July
1 this year and will end on June 30, 2016.

The telecom regulator has chosen Betbunia of Chittagong and the BTCL Staff College in Gazipur for setting
up two earth stations for the satellite. There will also be a maintenance office at the BTRC building.

= After the successful launch of this satellite, our country will not need to pay any rents.

Sources said after purchasing the orbital slot for the Bangabandhu 1, the government would try to book two
more slots in advance on 102 degree East and 69 degree East for lunching two more satellites in the future.
The government has also reportedly shown interest in purchasing the 135 degree East slot from the ITU,
although its location was far away from Bangladesh's coverage.

A single satellite will never be viable for business. We need to launch at least one more satellite for getting
benefitted and making profits," BTRC chairman Sunil Kanti Bose said.

Figures show that Bangladesh spends around $11m annually on satellite rents for running television
channels, telephones and radio connectivity.

= Besides, our country can earn a lot of foreign currencies by renting the unused portion to our
neighbouring countries.

A successful launching of the satellite 1s likely to bring $50m annually by renting out the unused portion to
neighbouring countries like Nepal, Bhutan and Myanmar.

Fifty countries in the world at present have satellites of their own. India and Pakistan are the only countries
in the subcontinent with satellites. Sr1 Lanka 1s also in the middle of a process for launching one of its own.
= After the project being completed, Bangladesh will enter into the rank of fifty satellites owned
country.

Summary: Launching of Satellite 'Bangabandhu 1' is going be a great technological Landmark for
Bangladesh. To implement this project, the government has decided to fund half of its costs from its own
funds and the other half will be provided by the foreign credits. This satellite will be launched under Public-
Private Partnership (PPP) scheme to ensure flawless maintenance. Every year, Bangladesh has to pay a lot of
money on satellite rents. After the successful launch of this satellite, our country will not need to pay any
rents. Besides, our country can earn a lot of foreign currencies by renting the unused portion to our
neighbouring countries. After the project being completed, Bangladesh will enter into the rank of fifty
satellites owned country.

Precis Writing
1. Write a Precis of the following passage:
Cultural diversity is the quality of diverse of different cultures, as opposed to monoculture, as in the global
monoculture or a homogenization of cultures, akin to cultural decay. For example, before Hawaii was conquered
by Europeans, the culturally diverse Hawaiian culture existed in the world and contributed to the world's cultural
diversity. Now Hawaii has been westernized, the vast majority of its culture has been replaced with Western or
American culture.
The phrase 'cultural diversity' can also refer to different cultures having respect for each other's differences. The
phrase 'cultural diversity' is sometimes misused to mean the variety of human societies or cultures in a specific
region, or in the world as a whole; but these phenomena are multiculturalism rather than cultural diversity.
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By analogy with biodiversity, which is thought to be essential to the long term survival of life on earth, it can be
argued that cultural diversity may be vital for the long term survival of humanity, and that the conservation of
indigenous cultures may be as important to mankind as the conservation of species and ecosystem is to life in
general. The general conference of UNESCO took this position in 2001 asserting in article 1 of the Universal
Declaration on Cultural Diversity that cultural diversity is as necessary for humankind as biodiversity is for
nature. This position is rejected by some people on several grounds.
Firstly, like most evolutionary accounts of human nature, the mportance of cultural diversity for survival may be
an untestable hypothesis, which can neither be proved nor disarmed. Secondly, it can be argued that it is
unethical deliberately to conserve less developed societies because this will deny people within those societies
the benefits of technological and medical advances enjoyed by those of us in the developed world.
In the same way, it is unethical to promote poverty m undeveloped nations as cultural diversity. It is also
unethical to promote all religious practices simply because they contribute to cultural diversity. Particularly, there
are some practices that are recognized by the WHO and UN as unethical such as female genital mutilation,
human sacrifice, etc.

[34th BCS]
Title: Present World and Cultural Diversity (385 v ¢ xgfes tafoa)
Précis: In the era of globalization, cultural diversity has added a new dimension for the survival of life on earth.
It means neither necessarily the rejection nor adaptation of Western Culture. But it is a respect for each other's
culture. Primitive culture and religious beliefs should not be part of it. The heritage of one' cultural identify
should not be discarded or ignored.

2. Write a Précis of the following passage:
Poor people spend a much bigger share of their overall spending on food than on energy. If the use of food crops
for bio-fuels increases, commodity prices mcrease, making these crops less accessible to the poor. It is estimated
that the rapid increase in global bio-fuel production will push global corn prices up to 41 per cent, oil-seeds
prices to 76 per cent, and wheat prices to 30 per cent by 2010. Thus, these price increases of foods will lead to
more expenses in food, and will also affect diet quality and nutrition level.
The rising prices can be successfully handled if crop yield is increased substantially. But what is more important
1s to frame a pragmatic bio-fuel policy to regulate ethanol production from trees and grasses. These steps will
have positive impact on the country's economic growth.

[33rd BCS]
Title: Proper Management of Energy and Food Production (%5 SeAmt ¢ =feq Soys qa=4)
Précis: The increase in the price of bio-fuel causes an increase in the price of the food crops worldwide. The
problem will be severe if there is a shortage of food crops and energy resources. Necessary and prompt steps
should be taken to find out alternative sources of bio-fuels to tackle this situation more successfully.

3. Write a Précis of the following passage:
Friendship is not a mere catchword or watchword but a feeling of goodwill and sympathy, love and affection
existing between two persons. It is a divine feeling which springs from similarity of tastes, feelings and
sentiments and even of ideals and ideology, sometimes from gratitude and often from close association and
observation. It soothes a man m lus distress, alleviates his suffering, sustains him m his misfortunes and helps
him brave the theories of life and make his life meaningful. Time may come and does come to one when one
cannot express one's feelings to one's brothers, sisters, parents, superiors and juniors. The feelings, emotions and
sentiments become too heavy and until and unless one who undergoes these cannot confide them to and only
friends to whom one can reveal one's secrets and feelings. But one should bear in mind that summer or fair
weather friends can do much harm and can lead one to be ruined morally, physically, and socially. So, right
choice 1s a must. A true friend 1s one who stands by his friend in danger, smiles away his grief, encourages him
in good and noble deeds, prevents him from wrongdoing and gives counsels to brave the theories of life. Such a
friend we need most and need to seek.

[3211d BCS]

Title: Friendship and Choice Friends (35 << 3% f745w)

Précis: Friendship refers to the existence of similar mental feelings between two persons. It helps a man to
overcome danger, encourages him in his success and makes his life meaningful. We should be very careful in
choosing our fiiends because there are some friends who come 1n the time of prosperity and leave in the time of
danger. So, choosing true friend 1s very important in our life.
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4. Write a Précis of the following passage:

Environmental pollution traps heat waves surrounding the earth gradually and thus produces Greenhouse effects.
There are multiple causes of this calamity. The destruction and burning down of the forests, traffic jam in the
streets, rapid growth of unplanned mills and factories, the use of manufacturing products and the use of
detergents, etc cause Greenhouse effects. Besides, overpopulation, air pollution, water pollution and increase of
temperature are also important causes for it. As our country is overpopulated we need more houses to live in.
Similar is the case with many other countries. For housing they need to cut trees. This causes natural imbalance.
Even the unplanned setting up of mills and factories pollute the air. Carbon dioxide is mainly responsible for
causing Greenhouse effect. This carbon dioxide is produced by burning fossil, burning wood as fuel in a large
scale. This increases surface temperature from 1.5° to 5.5° and result in Greenhouse effects. Bangladesh is one of
the most overpopulated countries in the world. The number of population is very high in comparison with her
land area. Her density of population per square kilometre is about 1,500. Climatologists predict that in the middle
of this century temperature may rise by 4°C. This can disastrously reduce food production, severely damage wild
life and cause the rise of sea levels. Consequently it will flood coastal areas damaging farmland and houses. It

may take a serious turn making Bangladesh go under water.
[31st BCS]

Title: Greenhouse Effect: Causes and Results (B TTea 20539 IR @ F=119+1)

Précis: Environmental pollution is the sole (4%@) reason of greenhuse effects. Causes behind this catastrophic
(fife®, w@rg®) problem are reckless (ta7tardr) destruction and burning down of the forest, traffic jam, rapid
growth of population, mcreasing use of detergents, air and water pollution, temperature rise, carbondixide, and
industrial waste. For this greenhouse effect the sea levels will rise and inundate the coastal (S*=_<l) areas.
Bangladesh will be the worst (*?/tota) victim of this greehouse effect.

5. Write a Précis of the following passage:
In ancient times people in Rome, Greece and Scandinavia believed that gods controlled (=) their lives and all
of nature. They tried to keep their gods happy by giving them gifts. When there were natural disasters (2rFe®
9#17), people thought that the gods were angry with them, so they tried to make the gods happy again. This is
how we got the idea that we could affect our fate by certain actions.
Many superstitions ($71<#/4) have been held by people for centuries (Jg=ref! 4ta). Yet there is little need for them
today, since people in many parts of the world don't believe that there are a lot of gods. We no longer try to make
the gods happy with gifts or to keep them from anger with certain actions. Somehow, though, many of the actions
contimue m modern times. We still have our superstitions.
In ancient times (&5 57=9) people thought that their gods lived on the tops of mountains (%$<). They therefore
believed that anything above them was nearer to their gods than they. Naturally, they thought that birds were
messengers (M9) from the gods. People also believed that birds carried their souls (<) to the gods when they
died. People still have (94 #%®) these superstition.

[30th BCS]

Title: Pervasiveness of Superstition irrespective of time, creed and caste (37w 7, 4, 3¢ &7 “figre)
Précis: Influence of superstition has been noticed in human life from the ancient to the present time. The ancient
people believed in many gods with distinguished powers and functions. They worshipped (#/&r =7) the gods to
relieve their sufferings caused by natural disasters. Although superstitious beliefs and practices have declined to
some extent in recent times, people still have superstitious beliefs.

6. Write a Précis of the following passage:

Love is a great force i private life; it is indeed the greatest of all things; but love 1n public affairs does not work.
It has been tried again and again: by the civilization of the Middle Ages and also by the French Revolution, a
secular (¥5€) movement which reasserted (<% %41) the Brotherhood of man. And it has always failed. The idea
that nations should love one another, or that business concerns or marketing boards should love one another, or
that a man in Portugal should love a man in Peru of whom he has never heard-it is absurd (%), unreal,
dangerous. It leads us into perilous and vague (i#) sentimentalism (GIserer). "Love what is needed', we
chant, and then sit back and the world goes on as before. The fact is we can only love what we know personally.
And we cannot know much. In public affairs, in rebuilding of civilization, something much less dramatic and
emotional is needed, namely tolerance (247) is a very dull virtue. It is boring. Unlike love, it has always had a
bad press. It is negative. This is the quality which will be most needed after the war. This is the only force which
will enable different races and classes and interests to settle down together to the work of reconstruction
(serefersier). [294:BCS]
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Title: Love and its inner meaning (STRFT «R & few =)

Précis: All recognize love as a great force in personal life. Love appeals to personal emotions and sentiments.
Love has no influence in public affairs. It cannot do with emotions of love for a single moment. Tolerance 1s the
virtue that can make we can build or rebuild a new civilization discrimination.

7. Write a Précis of the following passage:
The greatest of the changes that science has brought is the acuity ($l%el) of change; the greatest novelty the
extent of novelty. Short of rare times of greatest disaster, civilizations have not known such rapid alteration
(#fea$) in the conditions of their life, such rapid flowering of many varied sciences, such rapid changes in the
ideas we have about the world and one another. What has been true in the days of great disaster or great military
defeat for one people at one time is true for all of us now, m the sense that our ends have little in common with
our beginning. Within a lifetime what we learned at school has been rendered inadequate (S*i®) by new
discoveries and new inventions; the ways that we learn in childhood are only very meagerly (s&g<T) adequate to
the 1ssues that we must meet i maturity. In fact, of course, the notion of universal knowledge has always been an
illusion (79%), but it is an illusion fostered by the monistic (Staea™l) view of the world in which a few great
central truths determine in all its wonderful and amazing proliferation (&%) everything else that is true. We are
not today tempted to search for these keys that unlock the whole human knowledge and of man's experience. We
know that we are ignorant, we are well taught and the more surely and deeply we know our own job, the better
we are to appreciate the full measure of our pervasive ignorance. We know that these are inherent limits,
compounded, no doubt, and exaggerated by that sloth and complacency without which we would not be men at
all.

[22nd BCS]

Title: Scientific Change and Human Knowledge (&ifi& “ffés ¢ WIqrea s )

Précis: Science has introduced many changes in man's life. Although history has experienced several mishaps
and misfortunes, yet the rapid changes in life style, thoughts and ideas brought by modem science were unknown
to all. However, misuse of scientific inventions has caused immense suffering to man. Science has brought so
many changes that people experience new and issues everyday. Thus, none can acquire knowledge of everything.
developments Therefore, man has to recognize their ignorance as inherent and human.

8. Write a Précis of the following passage:
Writing letters 1s one of the important tasks for managers, business executives, teachers, students, professionals
and even for ordinary persons. Although telephone calls can substitute for letters. Letters are more advantageous
because they contam evidential (%=1 =%i4) value for recording facts and information to be shared by the writer
and the recipient. Value of letters will linger because written words have permanency. Good letters are
productive whereas bad ones are wasteful. Writers can produce good letters if they exercise care about the
content as well as the style of their letters. Clarity and conciseness of the content depend on the language and
tone used in letters. A poor letter with incomplete or incorrect facts may cause irreparable (e%«1) damage to the
writer. The writer should be careful about language to be used in letters because he has no scope to use his voice,
eyes and face to supplement (caisi <) his communication. However, letter writers need to writer letters in such a
way that these will not only be read with interest but these will also bring expected results.

[27% BCS]

Title: Significance of Letters (507 orear)

Précis: Letters are more important than all other means of correspondence m that they have evidential value and
last longer. Good letters are more significant and productive than bad ones. A bad letter may spoil the purpose of
correspondence and the image of the writer. So the letter writers should be careful about the style, content,
language, mood and tone of the letters.

9. Write a Précis of the following passage:

Long before the age of man, insects inhabited (79T %47) the earth a group of extraordinarily (S#=f{Fo1) varied
(ffo@) and adaptable beings. Over the course of time a small percentage of the more than half a million species
(zr=1fs) of insects have come into conflict (&=¥) with human welfare in two principal ways: as competitors for the
food supply and as carriers of human disease.

Disease-carrying insects become important where human beings are crowded together, especially under
conditions where sanitation (¥%j<<gl) is poor, as in time of natural disaster or war or in situations of extreme
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poverty and deprivation. Then control of some sort becomes necessary. It is a sobering (@@ Twa®ED) fact,
however, that the method of massive (51%%) chemical control has had only limited success, and also threatens to
worsen (S(qafe 96T/ </ F47) the very conditions it is intended to curb (efstarg w4r).
Under primitive (@) agricultural conditions the farmer had few insect problems. These arose with the
intensification of agriculture the devotion of immense acreages («%tsq 1c# #fe=17) to a single crop. Such a system
set the stage for explosive (I1%<) increases in specific insect populations. Single-crop farming does not take
advantage of the principles by which nature works; it is agriculture as an engineer might conceive it to be. Nature
has introduced great variety in to the landscape, but man has displayed a passion for simplifying it. Thus we undo
the built-in checks and balances by which nature holds the species within bounds. One important natural check 1s
a limit on the amount of suitable habitat (=1197) for each species. Obviously then, an insect that lives on wheat can
build up its population to much higher levels on a farm devoted to wheat than on one in which wheat is
intermingled (=1 arear) with other crops to which the insect is not adapted.

[25th BCS]

Title: Unwise human activity harms the eco-system and bio-diversity. (Vs SR FTe IR ISTEGH 8
-1 RYAE)

Précis: Nature has an mbuilt capacity for checks and balances. But man m their attempts at controlling the
harmful elements of nature adopt such mitiatives as destroys the ecological balance. So man should reconsider
the issue of controlling nature. The closer and friendlier man is to nature, the better it is for them.

10. Write a Précis of the following passage:

Every age and country has held views on the appropriate education for its young generation. Education often
emphasized (t&@ ¢7<d) much that is traditional, but it is always translated into contemporary (F=FT=f4%) terms to
help prepare the citizens for life in the 'modern' world. Education is typically centred on three aspects of a
person's life: his intellect (z3r5*/f), his body, and his morals. Sometimes, the development of his mind or intellect
1s stressed to the exclusion of other aspects. We may be in such a period now in most countries of the world,
when education in science and technology is viewed as the primary education of a man. In periods or places of
physical strife, the development of the body is seen as the primary necessity for mankind. The great periods of
exploration (w<Pi+) and migration emphasized man's physical nature. On the other hand, more tranquil times
and places encouraged the education of the citizens toward the spiritual life. Many of the great religious
movements and writings are the result of such education. Although education frequently includes much that is
traditional, it frequently reinterprets (#75/=) tradition to enable its men and women to meet the modern world on
its own terms.

[24th BCS]

Title: Different Aspects of Education (fr¥7 Rfewes fwe)
Précis: Education cover intellectual, physical and moral aspects of a man's life. It focuses on both traditional and
modern aspects of life. It reinterprets tradition to remove the spiritual crisis of modemn people. It explains

traditional views in contemporary terms. This is how education prepares the young generation for the modern
life.

Amplification of ideas

2. Actions speak louder than words
(TR C5TH PTG AFoq LOTIGP/ =)

[33ra BCS]
Amplification: Action is the key to success i life. There is no royal path to success other than action. Action
makes a man active and an active man is always engaged in one or any other types of action. An active man talks
less and works more because he knows that only words will yield to nothing. But sometimes, we can find a group
of people who like to spend their time only in talking rather than engaging (ficars S47) themselves in action. They
kill kings and ministers only with their words. Though they do nothing, they are very prompt to find fault with
other's action. Actually, in this way they want to conceal their inability and inefficiency (sw%er). When they are
called to prove themselves in work, they only make a mess of things and finally quarrel with their tools. These
types of people are burden not only to themselves but also to the society and the country. The worst thing of
these type of people is that they themselves do not engage in any action and they only blame their lot. But an
active man believes in action and works accordingly. A man of action knows that our life-span is limited and we
will have to perform and accomplish our duty within this short period of time. The truth is that time will go on
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whether we work or not. So, it is wise on the part of a man to accomplish (> ==20) his duties in time. An active
man knows that every moment 1s precious and tries to utilize it properly. In this way, he achieves every thing in
his life through action while those who only talk aimlessly remain as the empty vessels. An empty vessel (7«
sounds more than a full vessel and the people who talk much are really empty vessels who are worthless in deed.

3. A silver lining exists even in the darkest cloud
(HPICEE A ST (7T ST TH)

[33ra BCS]
Amplification: The expression comes from the fact that many dark clouds are lighter at the edges, appearing to
be white, or silver. All 'bad' things come with some 'good' attached to them. Out of every problem we face, we
can gain some advantages. This phrase renders one of hope and optimism (<) -1.e. though the skies are dark,
something good is still there. People sometimes say that every cloud has a silver lining to comfort somebody
who's being disappointed. They mean that it is always possible to get something positive out of a situation, no
matter how unpleasant, difficult or even painful it might seem. We can derive some benefit from every bad thing
that happens to us. "Every cloud has a silver lining" is an idiomatic expression in English meaning that there is
usually something positive to be found in every situation, even when it seems overwhelmingly (Sfegesea)
negative. Taken literally, it means that even when a cloud passes in front of the sun, it is still often possible to see
a glow around the edges of the cloud from the sun shining behind it. In life, the phrase is often used to encourage
people to keep going and make an effort to look for the good things that might have come out of a bad situation.
For instance, perhaps losing a job allows someone to go back to school or find a job they like better, which
would be the "silver lining" in that situation.

4. A Rolling Stone Gathers No Moss
(TSR #RCT AT 472 )

[30e BCS, 11t BCS]
Amplification: Although the existence of a rolling stone on earth seems to be impractical, the old saying 'a
rolling stone gathers no moss' 1s pregnant of meaning and contains significant lessons for our practical life. A
rolling stone moves from place to place leaving almost no chance for moss to gather upon it. The stone should
stay in one place for quite a long period. A tree which is shifted from one place to another, can never strike (S9re
%47) root to grow up and thrive. A man who changes his home or business pays huge price. Changes can bring
immense (7<) good for us. But frequent changes bring about a great disaster in life. One should be determined
to do anything to grab success. A man who often changes his profession cannot gather wealth, reputation (I+)
and honour. We all know that it is of no credit (3% to be a jack of all trades, but master of none. A student who

frequently shifts himself from one school to another cannot gather proper knowledge. To achieve assets, fame,
respect, knowledge and experience, one should stick to (t=Ttsi €i<l) a particular goal. People cannot trust the man
who always changes his decision. Nobody can depend on such a man. It is true that a man without one aim can
never be tolerant (&), enterprising, painstaking, hardworking and bold (371=). Such man is sure to fail in life.
Success always evades a man who 1s restless and does not have a fixed goal or destmation.

5. A Thing of Beauty is a Joy Forever

(P8 ST *MWS BeeT)

[32na BCS, 30t BCS]

Amplification: Man is the worshipper (7€) of beauty. We delight (%=#e =) in the sight of beauty. Our
mind becomes cheerful with the nspiration of beauty. We dream of beauty's acute sketch (?7%@) in the canvass
of heart (7@°t5). All beautiful things on earth have a great effect on the mind of man. They easily draw our
attention. Even the most practical man falls an easy prey (&%) to beautiful nature. Natural beauty evokes poetic
ideas 1n his mind. Nature has a dashing (&9<®) beauty. Man enjoys natural beauty from the sun, the moon, the
sky, trees, forests, oceans, birds etc. Ile gets heavenly pleasure (¥5@ =) from the murmuring sounds of rivers,
sweet notes of birds and steepy mountains and valleys. Natural beauty possesses healing power also. Natural
beauty can drive away the frustration (Ze™), sorrow, weariness (/%) of human life. Beauty does not remain
limited within time and space. It goes beyo all limitations and lives forever. It remains intact (%%<) with the
passage of time. We cannot measure the effect of beauty. But we can feel its intensity (FR%er) upon human
beings. Actually beauty is a constant (*T§%{4%) source of inspiration (Sgei@er) and joy for human being. Beauty is
eternal and so 1s the joy it provides.
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6. Patience is bitter, but its fruit is sweet
(TR T FT=)

[29m BCS]
Amplification: Everybody knows that patience (24%) is bitter (&%), but its fruit is sweet. The proverb (¢3%) has
cause and effect relationship (°7%). Patience means the capacity to remain confident, determined and strong in
tmme of anxiety, danger and pessimism (ZerIN). Patience 1s a great virtue of human beings. Animals do not possess
it. The impatient people need to learn from the wise saying. A man with patience gets success in every step of
life. An impatient (SP&¥) man fails in every step. An impatient man is very whimsical (4=t<%=1). He begins a
task and stops in the middle without any proper reason. He gives importance to emotion without caring about
reason. But to reach our destination, we should be stable (&#=1). We should continue to have steadiness
(sFrzen). The Holy Quran, the Bible and other religious scriptures teach us to be patient. Man who cultivates
patience will get rewards. But people are not willing to wait for a longer period of time. Man wants to enjoy the
fruit immediately (f). A good student will get good results if he studies hard. For this, he has to wait till the
publication of the result. Human beings are very passionate (St3%ie<<). They cannot control their passion (=t3%)

in need of time. On the spur of the moment (I2r$4 ©G¥), they make mistakes. They can avoid the mistakes if

they remain patient. If one remains patient at a critical moment, one is sure to reap the harvest thereof. So, we
can say 'patience bitter, but its fiuit is sweet.'

7. If winter comes, can spring be for behind?
(Fre qre1 78 & T AR #AA?)

[294 BCS]
Amplification: Winter symbolizes (2€/F%a) the present corrupted and evil time. Spring suggests (I7&T (7<)
the brilliant future. Summer follows winter. This 1s the endless cycle of nature. Winter 1s the season of extreme
cold, chill (Frrer) and snow ($9@). The leaves of trees fall off. So the nature looks bleak (&™) and bare
(gare=18). Winter is not at all comfortable to the people. As a law of nature, winter and spring come by turns. It
does not matter whether we like it or not. New leaves grow in trees when the spring starts. Beautiful flowers
bloom all around. We hear the sweet melodies of birds. Like nature, man's life has winters and springs. Man feels
gloomy when adversity (2fs3Tel) overtakes him. He loses hope and becomes a pessimist (Z7@r5amT). Like dark
clouds, chilly (=) winds and wintry weather, sorrow may come to one's life. But they are all temporary (S@3T).
Bad times will disappear soon. Misfortune (4=77) and difficulties may shake us. We know that day comes after
night. We should be optimistic (s™=mr) about life and should not loose our heart. We should always long for
(arrer =) better future. The dark night of injustice (Sif951) and sufferings will dawn and the brilliant (¥%g7) day
of peace and happiness will come. There goes a saying: weal and woe come by turns. So we should face our
difficulties bravely for a brighter future.

8. All that glitters is not gold
(PF5® AR GTIAT =F )

[28 BCS]
Amplification: Gold is a precious (3F79+) metal. Anything like gold may not be precious. It may glitter (geTgT
=4(), but it may not be as valuable as gold. Similarly, we cannot judge a man by his outward (<if&5®) look, because
surface appearance may be deceptive and false. Gold will always glitter. It is a natural feature of gold. But
anything that glitters like gold may not be gold at all. Brass glitters if we polish it. Beautiful ornaments may be
made with brass (e, frew1, weE it kFaqrg). But in due course of time, it will become faded (f%&). Similarly,
we should not like a man or woman by their outward beauty. Rather, we should consider their mental beauty. A
beautiful woman or a handsome man may be ugly m mind. But we tend to do otherwise. Consequently
(+wrfere), we pay the price. The world is full of virtuous (*1®) and cheats (2%a<). A villain (*1¥) may look like
a saint. A fool may pretend (== <) to be an wise man. A cruel man may disguise himself as (23 419 1) a
kind man. So we should judge a thing or a man considering their merits. The surface appearance (9= =) does
not reflect inner values. So we can say that all that glitters is not gold.

9. Charity begins at home

(TATTS 6T 27 _R/ | ¥4, ©CF o)

[28tn BCS]

Amplification: Man is a social being. There is no man who does not want a reasonable (FURPT%) society.
Unfairness (SPmgen) and disparity (T99%7) in society causes a lack of proper relation between the rich and poor. We
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should build up a healthy relation by helping our near and dear ones (=5 =I<%), Some people feel that this is not
the right thing. They are concerned (*%&f*8) more with other people. But they do not give importance to their
relatives. This does not sound good. We should remember that our family, friends and well wishers support us 1n
our bad and good times. So we should take care of them first and then others. If we do not do so, we will prove
ourselves ungrateful (w®). We find disparity (2997) in society only if the gap between the rich and the poor
becomes wider. Charity (Iw<el) is a consolation (7@ ) to the helpless. It helps the deprived people to lead at
least a decent (®m) life. People consider poverty as a great curse for them. So the role of charity is very significant
in alleviating poverty. Charity does a lot decrease the gap between the poor and the rich. Here the rich people
play the role of the host and the poor of the guest. In this way, the bond between the poor and the rich becomes

stronger. It would be wise to begin charity at home because our near and dear ones are the real well-wishers
(wers@#) and real friends of ours.

10. Sefence can be a blessing and also a curse

(e SR @ St o2 20 )

[276 BCS]

Amplification: Unmixed blessing on earth 1s hard to find. Everything has its merits and demerits and science 1s
no exception (Ifou™) here. So we see that science has two contrary (951<) aspects. Science is a blessing in its
real sense. It 1s also a curse. The wonders of modern science are too many to describe. The first wonder of
modern science is electricity. It has brought about a great change in human society. Science has changed our
outlook (¥f#=f*). Modern civilization is the contribution of science. Telephone helps us to send out messages
from one place to another. Radio helps us hear sound from any part of the world. Television combines («Ffae
%47) both the function of hearing and seeing. Penicillin, x-ray and ultra violet ray are also some blessings of
modern science. Science has overcome several fatal diseases. No doubt that science i1s like Aladin's lamp.
Science can bring about terrible disasters (2=%% qed) for the mankind. Invention of atom bomb has caused the
worst destruction (*7) of human civilization at Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan. The earth can be destroyed
only using fifty hydrogen bombs. Moreover, the world 1s facing a threat from geological and nuclear war. It can
cause a terrible (7<) destruction to human kind (¥7<&f%) at any time. So science can be a blessing and a curse
as well.

Focus Writing:

e

SDGs: Where is Bangladesh in achieving them?
LDC Graduation: Prospects and Challenges

4th Industrial Revolution

5G in Bangladesh

Communal Harmony

Middle-East Crisis

Role of Science and Technology in our Daily Life
Tele-medicine of Bangladesh

Online Banking

JRECACE SThote W '@ RITE e o=l @ e T
Enhancing the Capacity of Human Resources in Bangladesh: Necessity and Challenges”.
Future of E-Commerce in Bangladesh

Role of ICT in the development of Banking Sector
The necessity of conservation of environment
Importance of Good Governance in Banks
Adverse Effect of Technology on Our Daily Life
ST qpIefRe

afaie Saaree: P @ afofayer

The role of Commercial Bank in Developing Small and Medium Scale Industries

ARG '8 WACAa TG Giqel

Page: 22




Green economy: A solution for the future Dhaka
* qIRT-2TCeR I

*Ukrainian Crisis

*Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Tunnel
*Digital Bangladesh

*Evaluation of budget

*Mega Projects of Bangladesh

*Padma Bridge

e

*Expectations from the Eighth Five Year Plan
*Dhaka Metro Rail

AR ST G_R (Ff effiefpar

AR ST R AT TNt e 2204 O
R TSRS T IS A’

S+ TH IICHTIRG-: el T (EFING T Al

SDGs: Where is Banglad/esh in achieving them?
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as the Global Goals, were adopted by the United
Nations in 2015 as a universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure that by 2030 all
people enjoy peace and prosperity.
The accomplishment of Bangladesh so far:
SDG 1: END POVERTY
Reduction in poverty has slowed down to 1.2 percentage points during the period of 2010-2016 from 1.7
percentages points during 2005-2010. According to Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS),
Covid-19 has added 18.4 million to the existing poor. This addition and the slow pace of poverty reduction
have become a major challenge to end poverty in all its form by 2030.
SDG 2: END HUNGER
Even though food production in the country is well above the minimum required, according to UN Food and
Agriculture Organization, about 31.5 percent of the population in Bangladesh remains moderately or
severely food-insecure.. Bangladesh ranked 75th among 107 countries in the Global Hunger Index 2020—
revealing serious hunger problems.
SDG 3: HEALTHY LIVES AND WELL-BEING
Our entire healthcare system is overburdened, as the number of hospital beds is insufficient for regular
patients. Bangladesh's doctor-to-patient ratio is 5.81 per 10,000 people, the second-lowest in South Asia.
SDG 4: INCLUSIVE AND EQUITABLE QUALITY EDUCATION
Inequality between the number of rich and poor students, mostly in tertiary level of education, is high.
Online education 1s only available to the students living in the capital and in other metropolitan areas.
Furthermore, the disparity in literacy rate between males (73 percent) and females (68.9 percent) contributes
to a lower average salary of female workers than their male counterparts, which is demotivating many
female workers to work outside of their houses.
SDG 5: GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT
According to Brac, about 58 percent of women, who reported increased violence, said that it was due to the
pandemic-intensified poverty. The women labour dominated RMG sector is facing uncertainty, which is
resulting in layoffs and eventually may increase domestic violence, early marriage, immature pregnancy and

neonatal deaths.
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SDG 6: CLEAN WATER AND SANITATION

According to the Water Aid, four million people—one in every seven—do not have access to clean water
while over 50 percent of the population—over 85 million—does not have access to basic sanitation, with
2,000 children under five dying from diarthoea caused by dirty water and poor toilets

SDG 7: ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE, SUSTAINABLE AND MODERN ENERGY

Access to electricity has not grown at the same pace with electricity generation. 22 percent of rural areas are
still without electricity. Electricity generation increased sharply in the last decade, owing to fossil fuel, a
stark contrast to the global scenario where countries are dumping fossil fuels for renewable sources.

SDG 8: INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND DECENT WORK

The ILO-World Bank estimates that about 26.2 percent of the young are not in employment, education, and
training (NEET), which is far worse than the neighbouring countries. The limited employment opportunity is
holding back the rate of reduction in poverty. The unemployment rate in 2016-2017 was 4.2 percent.

The countrywide shutdown since March 26 has left the poor and vulnerable people battling hunger. The
photo was taken on April 20, 2020 at the capital’s Kamalapur area. PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

SDG 9: RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE, INDUSTRIALISATION AND INNOVATION
Bangladesh is the worst performer among four South Asian nations in providing logistics support as per the
Emerging Markets Logistics Index 2020. The cost of constructing a one km road is between USD 2.5-11.9
million in Bangladesh, whereas in India it is between USD 35,900-45,600, and USD 85,400 in Vietnam.
Capabilities can be enhanced through diversification, productivity augmentation, technological
advancements and increased competitiveness.

SDG 10: REDUCING INEQUALITIES

The differential impacts of the pandemic have accelerated polarisation between the classes. The inequality
will deepen, with further differentiated return on labour and capital due to erosion of income given the
preponderance of most of the labour force engaged in the informal sector and loss of employment in both
formal and informal sectors due to the pandemic. This would definitely cross the fault line of 0.50 from the
existing 0.32 in terms of the Gini coefficient.

SDG 11: SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES

Massive urbanisation is leading to about half the population living in urban areas by 2035. More than 60
percent of the urban population is currently concentrated mainly in Dhaka, Chattogram, Khulna, and
Rajshahi.. Dhaka ranks second worst in the World Air Quality Index, as of January 19, 2021, exacerbating
the health risks.

SDG 12: SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION PATTERNS

Sustainable consumption and production have remained a major challenge within the SDGs. According to a
study, food waste is now around 5.5 percent in rural areas; three percent during procurement and preparation
stages, 1.4 percent during serving, and 1.1 percent at the platesSDG

13: CLIMATE ACTION

The economic hardships resulting from increased frequency of natural disasters due to climate change and
Covid-19 are exacerbating people's misery, negatively affecting the resilience capacity of the people and the
economy as a whole, which may slow down climate action.

SDG 14: LIFE BELOW WATER

Water pollution i1s negatively affecting the habitats and breeding grounds of the aquatic flora and fauna.
Over-exploitation of fish is reducing the availability of many fish species on the one hand and the use of
illegal means such as pernicious nets and poisons are killing many of them on the other

SDG 15: LIFE ON LAND
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Bangladesh has one of the highest rates of deforestation in South Asia—with 2,600 hectares per year. The
increasing rate of industrialisation and urbanisation are damaging the habitat conditions of the species.
Besides, illegal hill cutting continues in different areas of the country disregarding the laws.
SDG 16: ENSURING PEACE, JUSTICE AND STRONG INSTITUTIONS
Bangladesh is being run, like other post-colonial countries, by intermediate classes which are interested only
in securing wealth by any means necessary at the cost of its istitution
SDG 17: GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Covid-19 crisis has dealt a massive blow to the revenue collection of the government. The increased foreign
aid from bilateral and multilateral sources, however, may have reduced the burden. In the face of Covid-19,
global partnership and cooperation has become more than ever a prerequisite for achievement of SDGs.
LDC graduation: Prospects and Challenges
Graduation from the Least Developed Country (LDC) group to developing country status is a milestone in
our development journey, and it will certamly improve Bangladesh's image globally. In the UN system,
countries are ranked as poor, LDC, developing and developed. The criteria on which these rankings are
made are Per Capita Income, Human Development Assets Index and Economic Vulnerability.
Prospects:
After satisfactorily achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), Bangladesh was included in the
LMIC group and its place there was confirmed in 2018. The second confirmation requirement has been met,
and the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) will make their recommendation in June 2021. This
will then be endorsed by the UN General Assembly m September 2021. Due to the pandemic, however, the
normal three-year period of transition will be extended by two years and our formal graduation to the status
of a Developing Country will be in 2026. We curently hope to enter the UMIC group m 2031, and the
Government's ambition is to reach Developed Country status in 2041.
Given the background of a poverty-stricken country in 1971-72, Bangladesh was able to join the group of
LDCs by 1975 and move forward due to its effective use of available foreign assistance in its early years,
increase in agricultural productivity, permitting the use of surplus labour for industries and services, gradual
move towards a market economy (but the public sector retaining "commanding heights") in the areas of
infrastructure development and promotion of services, promoting the emergence of entrepreneurial spirit
(such as the growth of the RMG sector), and human development measures (food security, health, education,
and moving towards reducing gender disparity).
Challenges:
We have to remember that worldwide, trade is a key tool of development that has led to globalisation.
However, after graduating to a Developing Country, we will have to face some challenges in this area. For
instance, we can no longer enjoy duty-free and quota-free export, and will face duties and reduced benefits
of export to countries in the European Union. Rules regarding trade-related intellectual property rights
(TRIPS) may also be tightened by importers of goods from Bangladesh. Terms of foreign aid (from
bilateral-multilateral sources) may become harder, and subsidy and cash assistance to exports may not be
acceptable by some importing countries. Sometime in the past, Bangladesh was an "International
Development Association (IDA) only" country, and we were also borrowing from the World Bank on harder
terms. After graduation, the benefits we enjoy of being IDA only country will also decline. Similar changes
will be taking place with other multilateral aid agencies. Bangladesh has to look for free trade agreements,
such as the one between Vietnam and the European Union. We will also have to make better and more
efficient use of our economic zones and export processing zones (EPZs), preferably with the diversification
of exports.
In the areas of economic management, our mixed economy system will have to continue with the public
sector taking the "Commanding Heights" for infrastructure development, implementation of fast-track
projects, and strengthening and expanding the public-private-partnership system. Additionally, the revenue—
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tax/GDP ratio needs to go up, and policy reforms and investments will also be needed for greater ease of
doing business. There must also be a focus on improving competitiveness, keeping in view competitive
advantages such as wage levels and the faster processing of investment proposals. Moreover, the
productivity of all sectors—agriculture, industry and services—must be increased.

Conclusion:

By taking proper actions regarding these issues, we can attract quality foreign direct investment (FDI), along
with growing private investment, which has been at a stagnating level for the past few years. Our investment
policy is supportive of FDI, and according to media reports, some South-East Asian and Middle Eastern
countries have shown interest in investing in Bangladesh, especially in the Special Economic Zones and
EPZs.

4th Industrial Revolution
The Fourth Industrial Revolution heralds a series of social, political, cultural, and economic upheavals that
will unfold over the 21st century. It is a term coined in 2016 by Klaus Schwab, Founder and Executive
Chairman of the World Economic Forum (WEF). Building on the widespread availability of digital
technologies that were the result of the Third Industrial, or Digital, Revolution, the Fourth Industrial
Revolution will be driven largely by the convergence of digital, biological, and physical innovations.
History of Industrial Revolution:
First Industrial Revolution occurred at the end of the 18th century, in 1784, when steam was harnessed for
mechanical production. The mvention of the first mechanized loom was a watershed. In 1870, mass
production powered by electricity was first introduced. The assembly line was invented and the industrial
sector speeded up exponentially, this marked the initiation of second industrial revolution. Third Industrial
Revolution began in 1969; advances in computing led to machine programming, which opened the door to
progressive automation. In essence, the Fourth Industrial Revolution is the trend towards automation and
data exchange m manufacturing technologies and processes which include cyber-physical systems (CPS),
IoT, industrial internet of things, cloud computing, cognitive computing, and artificial intelligence. The
Fourth Industrial Revolution marks the beginning of the Imagination Age.
Components of 4IR: The components to drive 4IR are given below:
» Cyber-physical systems: A cyber-physical system (CPS) or intelligent system is a computer system in
which a mechanism is controlled or monitored by computer-based algorithms. In cyber-physical systems,
physical and software components are deeply intertwined, able to operate on different spatial and temporal
scales, exhibit multiple and distinct behavioral modalities, and interact with each other in ways that change
with context
» Internet of things (IoT): The Internet of things (IoT) describes physical objects (or groups of such
objects) with sensors, processing ability, software, and other technologies that connect and exchange data
with other devices and systems over the Internet or other communications networks.
» On-demand availability of computer system resources: As the whole infrastructure of 4IR is driven by
computer resources, On-demand availability of computer is essential.
» Cognitive computing: Cognitive computing (CC) refers to technology platforms that, broadly speaking,
are based on the scientific disciplines of artificial intelligence and signal processing. These platforms
encompass machine learning, reasoning, natural language processing, speech recognition and vision (object
recognition), human—computer interaction, dialog and narrative generation, among other technologies.
The pros of the 4th industrial revolution:
1. Higher productivity: This happens with each industrial revolution and apparently productivity of each
industrial era goes up 50 times over the preceding age. In the next 5-10 years, it is estimated that
productivity will increase by 5-8%. This is mainly because of increased automation.
2. Improved quality of life:
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Technology has made possible new products and services that increase the efficiency and pleasure of our
personal lives. One Channel CEO, Bemard Ford, exemplifies this by mentioning how ordering a cab,
booking a flight, buying a product, making a payment, listening to music, watching a film, playing a game
and even controlling the lights and temperature in our homes can be done remotely. Not to mention that
soon we will have fully autonomous cars, or maybe we already do — depending when you are reading this,
and who knows what else.

3. New markets:

Klaus Schwab mentioned that a fusion of technologies that is blurring the lines between physical, digital,
and biological spheres will create new markets and growth opportunities. It will blend improvements from
several fields that were often previously separated, to create a new product or a new service. Not only there
will be more knowledge workers, but knowledge workers in new fields.

4. Lower barrier to entrepreneurship:

We can already see that with new technologies such as 3D printing for prototyping, the barriers between
inventors and markets are reduced. Entrepreneurs can now establish their companies and test various
products with lower start-up costs without the traditional time and cost constraints often encountered with
traditional prototyping methods. The typical barriers to entry are removed from the entrepreneurship
equation.

The cons of the 4th industrial revolution

1. Inequality:

It 1s all about who gets the benefits of these technologies and of the results they help produce. The reality 1s
that the largest beneficiaries tend to be the providers of intellectual and physical capital (shareholders,
investors, and innovators). Technology is one of the main reasons why incomes have stagnated, or even
decreased, for a majority of the population in high-income countries.Shocking, isn’t it? The demand for
highly skilled workers has increased while the demand for workers with less education and lower skills has
decreased and the part in between them will start to wear thin. So this could also lead to potential job losses.
Not to even mention that for developing countries there are technological and infrastructure challenges and
skill challenges that are not easy to overcome.

2. Cyber security risk:

When everything is connected, the risk of hacking data and tampering with it or using it for malicious intent
is now more prevalent. It is not as contained as before. ItOs more and more frequent that we hear the
dreaded news of a new data security breach. So often, in fact, that it does not shock us anymore. Not to
mention that it challenges the very nature of identity and privacy, especially with the increased use of data
analytics and machine learning.

3. Core industries disruptions:

We see this already. Taxis are competing against Uber and Lyft, Traditional television and cinema compete
with Netflix and YouTube, the hotel industry with Air BnB and any store is competing against Amazon.
This has ramifications in the type of services being offered and the model through which they are offered as
well as the jobs associated with them.

4. Ethical issues:

With improved AI genetic engineering, and increased automation, there are new ethical concemns and
questions of morality that already differ greatly from individual to individual. With access to more data
about an mdividual and a group of individuals, the risk of using 1t for personal gain and manipulation is even
greater. I think we all remember Cambridge Analytical data scandal in early 2018 when it was revealed that
Cambridge Analytical had harvested the personal data of millions of people’s Facebook profiles without
their consent and used it for political advertising purposes. Plus, this is only an example of those data
missuses that we know of.

Conclusion:
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So here we are on that edge of the 4th industrial revolution that radically impacts our daily lives. It can be an
era of economic and knowledge growth and improvements in the way we live and work, but we also need to
be weary of its disruption potential and find ways to mitigate these risks.

5G in Bangladesh
Mobile network technology is constantly being updated, like any other growing technology in the world.
And as part of this update, the fifth generation or 5G data network is revolutionizing the Internet worldwide.
Under the mitiatives of the Posts and Telecommunications Division and Teletalk Bangladesh Limited with
the cooperation of Huawei Bangladesh Limited, Bangladesh has entered into a new era of digital
connectivity as it joined more than 60 countries in rolling out 5G mobile internet connectivity.
Technical aspect of 5G:
5G is the successor to 4G LTE. This technology uses higher radio frequencies that are less cluttered, which
enables it to carry more information at a much faster rate. These higher bands are called millimeter waves.
This millimeter wave allows for lag free 4K streaming by increasing the internet speed dramatically. In the
brief inauguration program of 5G in Bangladesh, audience experienced AR/VR services, learned about
mnovative 5G use cases, and experienced 969 Mbps speed and 4~10 ms latency first hand. A game-
changing wireless mobile technology, 5G can provide up to 20 Gbps, ultra-reliable low latency
communications, and support for up to 1 million connected devices per square kilometer. It also facilitates
the availability of rural broadband via fixed wireless access, thereby reducing the digital divide.
Benefits of 5G: There will be a lot of benefits when the whole country is covered in the 5G network
infrastructure. Those are given below:
¢ With the rise of remote education trend during the COVID-19 pandemic, 5G is a great asset to teach
people in real time and in greater quality.
% 5G has an ultra-reliable low latency connection which can be a great help in implementing AR/VR
experience.
% The ed-tech industry will also grow due to the 5G Internet. The general public will make more use of
international platforms, including local ed-tech platforms.
% 5G technology can also play a groundbreaking role in the healthcare sector of Bangladesh, providing
medical services in rural areas of the country in an emergency situation through the healthcare platforms in
the country more quickly and efficiently.
% 5G-enabled technical equipment and machinery can bring more efficiency in the industrial operation
and maintenance of the countryOs shipping ports and RMG sector.
% 5G Technology will bring more efficiency to personal and commercial security and surveillance work.
Conclusion:
For the upcoming era of digital and innovative world, a superior network infrastructure is essential.
Bangladesh has partially achieved this goal by implementing 4G. But launching of 5G has marked the new

era of digital communication which will help greatly achieving the dream of a digital Bangladesh.

Bangladesh — A Country of Communal Harmony

“A house divided against itself cannot stand together” is an old saying and it holds true in the present
context of increasing communal disharmony in the society. These dividing forces weaken and mutilate the
society.There is no denying the fact that Bangladesh is a homeland of communal harmony. People of
different castes have achieved independence from foreign rule and become an independent and sovereign
country on 16 and creeds live here. The socio-cultural setup of this country is best suited to communal
harmony.

The constitution of this dear land safeguards secularism for all classes of people irrespective of caste, creed
and religion. Bangladesh has a rich cultural heritage.
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The constitution of Bangladesh, Article no-28. (1) The State shall not discriminate against any citizen on
grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth.

The constitution of Bangladesh, Article no-28. (3) No citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race,
caste, sex or place of birth be subjected to any disability, liability, restriction or condition with regard to
access to any place of public entertainment or resort, or admission to any educational institution.

The constitution of Bangladesh, Article no -41 ensures freedom of religion. The article no. includes:
every citizen has the right to profess, practise or propagate any religion; every religious community or
denomination has the right to establish, maintain and manage its religious institutions; No person attending
any educational institution shall be required to receive religious instruction, or to take part in or to attend any
religious ceremony or worship, if that instruction, ceremony or worship relates to a religion other than his
OWIL

Apart from religious festivals, the country shares the most common traditions and customs almost
everywhere other than hilly and tribal culture. The ethnic people have their own cultural heritage. The tribal
groups of people mostly living in the hilly areas celebrate their own socio-religious festivals. Being a
Muslim-majority country, Bangladesh believes in secularism since its inception. The Hindus, the Buddhists
and the Christians live in peace and amity. Truly speaking, Bangladesh is a model for other countries in
respect of communal harmony. In our country, communal harmony is the bonding of one community with
another.

Religious festivals are being observed with enthusiasm and due solemnity here. Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Adha
are the main festivals of Muslims. Eid-ul-Fitr 1s followed by month-long fasting. People of our country
observe these two religious festivals with religious fervour sharing their joys with one another. The country
takes a festive look on these occasions. Durga Pua is the greatest festival of the Hindus. It is an old festival
which 1s observed traditionally in our country. Through the observance of the religious festivals, people of
different caste, creeds and religions greet one another sharing a bonding of universal brotherhood. In fact,
Bangladesh 1s proud of its communal harmony.

Education should be reformed for this purpose. The textbooks taught in schools and colleges should be
suitably prepared so as to instil into the young minds the lesson of harmony, tolerance and mutual
understanding.Various other methods are adopted to bring about communal harmony: Propaganda is a
powerful weapon. This can be done through the press and the platform, the cinema, the radio and the
television.

Fostering the spirit of brotherhood and mutual trust is the most challenging task that our country needs to
accomplish. We have to make every possible effort to eradicate vestiges of communal hatred and prejudice.
One way of accomplishing this huge task in India is by promoting scientific temperament and removing the
cobwebs of caste and religious prejudices.

We, as responsible citizens, should continuously and ferociously guard our great secular heritage.
Communal differences should be nipped in the bud itself and not be allowed to rise and flourish. The
children should be taught to appreciate the diversity of the country. They should be taught to learn divergent
cultures and ways of living. Also, youths are the country’s power, whose participation is very important.
They are the strong forces in the movements, who recognise problems and solve them. Religious snobbery,
fanaticism and conservatism should be discouraged and scorned at.

It has attained the status of a non-communal country in the world. It is a democratic country. Freedom of
speech and freedom of movement are key to democracy. Democracy safeguards secularism. Last but not the
least, communal harmony and amity are the stepping stone to a free, liberal and democratic country.

A Quest for peace in the Middle-East: Recent Perspectives
The Middle East conflict, unbroken for more than 30 years, appears to set the Arab states - and behind them
the Palestinian people - against the State of Israel. The Arab states appear motivated above all by the desire
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to acquire sufficient political and economic autonomy to become worthy partners in the world capital system
from which they cannot envisage a divorce. In their pursuit of this objective, they constitute, according to
Zionist fears, a ‘deadlyO peril to Israel. But behind these immediate protagonists stand other forces whose
interests and strategies have a secondary effect on the actors in the forefront. These forces are the Arab
peoples. Western imperialism and the Soviet Union.

For more than six decades, the Arab-Israeli conflict has sent shockwaves through the Middle East. Since the
founding of Israel in 1948, there have been more than half a dozen wars, endless skirmishes along the
different borders, and numerous internal uprisings in the regionOs countries. Moreover, the Arab-Israeli
conflict, with the unresolved confrontation between Israel and the Palestinians at its epicenter, has
threatened to spill over into a global confrontation on more than one occasion.

Arab-Israeli wars, series of military conflicts between Israeli forces and various Arab forces, most notably in
1948-49, 1956, 1967, 1973, 1982, and 2006. The conflict between the Arab peoples and the expanding
capitalist West clearly does not date from 1947. It dates back to the very origin of the world capitalist
system. The long history of this conflict is riddled with defeats of the A rate world, from the 1 6th century to
1950. From the Capitulations granted by the Ottoman Empire, inaugurating the era of unequal treaties, to the
defeat of the Egyptian Pasha Mohamed Ali in 1840, from the conquest of Algeria from 1830, to the
occupation of Egypt and Tunisia in 1982 then of Morocco in I 911, to the division of the Middle East
between the British and the French in 1919, it is a long list of defeats. For the Arab peoples, partition of
Palestine in 1947 and Israel’s first expansion from 1948 are obviously in line with colonial European
expansion, and just a more modern example.

The Arab and African region is perhaps the empty belly of the entire world. The region at the moment seems
scarcely able to respond positively to the challenges of the crisis. The gross Euro-American neo-colonialism
to which Africa is subjected; its break-up into national states, manipulation by the authorities in situ of the
ethnic, religious and other heterogeneities make the continent extremely weak. In the Arab world, corruption
associated with oil revenues the illusory ‘compensatory factor of neurotic recourse to ‘specific character -
including religion - have deferred the unitary and socialist plan to the Greek calends. An uneasy balance of
marginalized regions abandoned to famine and despair (the Sahel for example) and poles of limited
‘prosperity, associated with oil or mining royalties and their redistribution, is not an impossible prospect.

Role of Science and Technology in our Daily Life
Many of us do not have pictures of our grandparents. The camera and mobiles were not used by the people
in those days. There were only options of studios to get our photos clicked. The scenario has abruptly
changed and today there is at least one smartphone in every house. The advancement in technology gave
birth to reduce this complexity. The things around us that make our life easier like refrigerators, television,
mobile, computer, geysers, ovens, electricity, clothing, food, etc. are possible by science and technology.
Smartphones have reduced the complexities up to great extent. We can pay online anywhere, make calls and
video calls, get information about anything, and click our pictures whenever required.
Technology as an Application of Science:
Science 1s the curiosity or thinking which comes into our mind after observation. The basic need is of
working on the idea striking to mind. This gives rise to the invention of new technology. Therefore
technology can be termed as the practical application of science. The terms science and technology are
interrelated and dependent on each other. For a new technology to be evolved, thinking and working on an
idea and knowledge is necessary. Science is the collection of facts and technology aids in verifying these
facts and knowledge.
Application of Science and Technologies in Various Sectors of Life:
In Daily Life - Everything we use i our daily life 1s a major contribution of science and technology. It has
made our life easier up to a great extent. Earlier the works which required more time is made simpler and
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gets finished in small time. Starting from brushing, cooking, washing, bathing, travelling, communication,
etc. involves less time to be finished.

In Teaching and Learning - The old method of studies involving the use of board, chalk, and duster have
been replaced by the smart class system. The pictures are also shown along with an explanation which
makes the study more understanding. Students can also attend online classes especially students of remote
areas who are unable to attend classes. They have been benefitted from the advent of computers and the
internet as a technology which is the gift of science.

In Agriculture - The old farming practices have been replaced by newer technologies. These technologies
have reduced the workloads of farmers. There are new methods of farming that can boost the yield. The
machines like harvesters, threshers, irrigation pumps, etc. have reduced work on the fields.

Genetically modified crops such as BT Cotton, BT Brinjal, and Golden rice, etc. designed to increase the
quality and productivity of the crops. The fields are monitored by GIS technologies. Some recent
technological developments in agriculture include sensors used in sensing moisture and temperature, photos
generated by GIS, artificial Intelligence by using Robots, etc.

In the Medical sector - Science and technology are boon for the sector of medicine. It has lead to the
development of cure and medicine for incurable diseases and increases the life span of human beings.
During earlier times there were no facilities for diagnosis and treatment leading to the death of many people.
Nowadays there are machines for detecting the disease and a cure 1s available to get the disease treated.

The biggest example is the deadly disease Cancer which has been a cause of many deaths but now there is
an availability of medicine to get relief from the trauma of the disease. There are different methods
developed to treat cancer in the early stages. The research for developing the cure for this deadly disease is
still going on.

In Communication - Technologies like mobile phones, laptops, fax, telephones, microphones, have been
invented by applying science. These advancements have made communication much smoother and faster.
The messages and mails require seconds to be transferred from one person to another. A person can contact
overseas and continue trade and development. The communication between our close ones and family
members can be continued without worrying about the distance.

In Transportation - The days have flown when there were very few means of transportation and people used
to travel for days to reach their destination. Nowadays there are several trains, buses, cars, bikes, air craftOs
for travelling and making our journeys shorter and interesting. Science and technology lead to the invention
of different means of transportation. Today we can reach any destination in India or the world securely
without any tension.

In Defence - Science and technological advancements have led to the development of numerous missiles,
aircraft, weapons used by a nation for protection. The DRDO (Defence Research and Development
organization) is an agency working under the ministry of defence involving 52 research laboratories. The
research work and development of new weapon technologies arise from here. Recently developed weapons
like torpedo Varunastra a water weapon have been designed by Naval Science and Technological
Laboratory, DRDO on 21 November 2020.

Science and Technology 1s Fostering Development in Space Too at the Fast Pace

The advent of science and technology in our daily life has made our life simpler and interesting. The
advancement of human beings from an early man and leading a nomadic life to the modem man of the
present is made possible by science. Today man 1s heading towards inhabiting the moon. The unrevealed
fact of space is resolving by the use of science and the development of technologies. Spacecrafts, satellites,
space stations have been invented which gives us a clear picture of space. Researchers and scientists are
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continuously working to unwind more facts about space. Chandrayaan-2, Mangalyaan, satellite launching
missions (PSLV-C40), etc are some great achievements of India.

Science and technologies have the utmost importance in the life of human beings. It has reduced the
complexities and improved our living standards. The main issue lies in using these technologies in a
negative way, which may lead to the destruction of the world. The best use of it will surely be a blessing for
the human race and development.

Tele-medicine of Bangladesh
Telemedicine is a system enabling a patient to consult a doctor electronically, over the phone or via video
call. Here, the doctor can advise and prescribe medicine upon inspection. Minor illnesses such as fever,
stomachache, headache and even symptoms of Covid-19 can be checked out by telemedicine. Despite the
applauding achievements in the health sector, the shortage of doctors is quickly becoming one of the most
pressing concemns for the country and has severely limited access to healthcare for all citizens. To solve this
problem, Tele-medicine can be a game changing asset.
Telemedicine services in Bangladesh: Shastho Batayon has been one of the busiest telemedicine service
providers in Bangladesh. According to Directorate General Health Services (DGHS), there are government-
issued telemedicine services in two specialized hospitals (BSMMU and National Institute of Cardiovascular
Diseases), three district hospitals (Shatkhira, Nilphamari and Gopalganj) and three sub-district hospitals
(Pirgonj, Dakope and Debhata) among many others. Praava Health, Tonic, Maya, Sebaghar, LifeSpring,
Synesis Health, Pulse Healthcare are amon many private organisations that serve an abundant number of
patients virtually every day.
Benefits of Tele-medicine: In Bangladesh healthcare system has improved by leaps and bounds over the past
few decades. The country has outperformed many of its South-Asian neighbors and has been applauded for
its achievements worldwide in reducing maternal, infants, and under-5 mortality rates (63% decrease in
child death rate over 20 years), increasing vaccination coverage and increasing life expectancy at birth.
Telemedicine contributed vastly regarding this matter. Some of the benefits of Tele-medicine are given
below:
*Tele-medicine has helped to treat more patients efficiently. As there are a lot of people who buy medicines
from pharmacies without any consultation, by talking to a certified doctor, people can get the proper medical
advice.
*Telemedicine has made medical attention virtually accessible to anyone in any corner of the country.
*In the rural areas where the number of doctors is very insignificant compared to the number of patients,
telemedicine can help patients consult doctors from anywhere.
sTele-medicine has also helped the elderly to be in constant touch with doctors without any hassle.
*During the times of Covid-19, the need for doctors has increased severely. Due to the lockdown and
contagious nature of the virus, physical visits to doctors have become difficult, but telemedicine has become
the solution for that.
*Telemedicine is beneficial for more than just sickness. This technology also allows individuals to ask
questions concerning their personal development, their children development and their nutritional needs. For
many, this 1s a life-changing experience that not only helps with illness but also expands the general
knowledge and understanding of people who did not previously have access to such education.
Limitation of Tele-medicine: Understandably, telemedicine is a mode of consultancy for only mild cases or
symptoms. For severe cases, it is always advised to get admitted to a hospital for the most effective
treatment. With the digitization of Bangladesh, the current heavy usage and the advantages of Tele-medicine
system, it can be hoped that the services of telemedicine will continue to grow and evolve even in the post-
pandemic era and continue to provide service all over the country.
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Online Banking
With the growth of internet and wireless communication technologies, telecommunications etc. in recent
years, the structure and nature of banking and financial services have gone for a sea change. Internet
banking or e-banking is the latest in this series of technological wonders in the recent past which involves
use of internet for delivery of banking products and services.
Many research emphasized that web is more important for retail financial services than that for many other
industries. Internet banking or e-banking is changing the banking and its structure and is having major
effects on banking relationships. Banking activity 1s now no longer confined to the branches where a
customer has to approach the branch in person, for withdrawing cash or deposit a cheque or request for a
statement of Accounts.
The first online banking system was created in 1980 in New York, and was adopted by four main banks;
Citibank, Chemical, Manufacturers Hanover and Chase Manhattan. The sector needed an innovation in
banking systems because of growing consumer demand for service improvements as well as fear of losing
market share. In the beginning, online banking was treated at private customers and small companies, to
help customers have casier access to their bank accounts, however, now 1t achieves a global reach through
the population.
In accessing a true internet banking, any inquiry or transaction is processed online without any reference to
the branch (anywhere banking) at any time. Thus providing Internet banking is gradually becoming a “need
to have” than a “nice to have” service.
The net banking is, therefore, more of a norm rather than an exception in many developed countries because
it 1s the cheapest way of providing banking services. Under this system, online banking is possible where
every bank customer is provided with a personal identification number (PIN) for making online transactions
with the bank through internet connections.
Types of internet banking:
Internet banking or e-banking falls into four main categories, from Level 1-minimum functionality sites that
offer only access to deposit account data—to level 4 sites highly sophisticated offering, enabling integrated
sales of additional products and access to other financial services—such as investment and insurance.
In other works, a successful internet banking solution offers:
1. Exceptional rates on savings, CDs and IRAS.
2. Checking Account with no monthly fee, free bill payment and rebates on ATM surcharges.
3. Credit card facilities with low rates.
4. Easy online applications for all accounts including personal loans and mortgages.
5. 24-hour account access.
6. Quality customary service with personal attention.
Objectives and Drivers of Internet Banking:
The internet has developed level playing field and thereby afforded open access to customers in the global
market-place. Internet banking 1s a cost-effective delivery channel for the modernized financial institutions.
In this system, consumers are embracing many benefits of e-banking, To have access to oneOs accounts at
any time and from any location through world wide web (www) is a convenient practice, which was
unknown a short time ago. Following are the six primary objectives or drivers of internet banking:
1. To improve customer acces.
2. To facilitate the offering of more services.
3. To increase customer loyalty.
4. To attract large number of customers.
5. To provide cost-effective services offered by competitors.
6. To reduce customer attrition.
Keeping objectives in mind, the internet banking facilities has been progressing at a rapid pace throughout
the world.
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Core of Online Banking:

In order to support internet banking facilities another new concept of banking i.e., core or anywhere banking
1s introduced. Initially introduced by the foreign banks, the same concept in new increasingly adopted by
public sector banks and also the private sector banks.

Under this concept of banking, bank customers who have an account with any select branch can easily
operate his account from different designated branches on the bank spread throughout the country.

Under this system, a customer can avail cash withdrawal, cash deposit, transfer of funds, inter-city and intra-
city transactions, collection of draft and cheques etc. facilities from any of such designated branches
conveniently irrespective of its locations,

Core banking concept has improved the standard of the banking services with the help of modem
technology. In present times, most of the public sector banks have already adopted this concept and started
extending these facilities to its customers gradually by including more and more of its important branches
under this category.

Security Precautions:

In order to make their bank account safe, one should follow certain security precautions, Customer should
never share personal information like PIN number, passwords etc. with anyone, including employees of the
bank. It is important that documents that contain confidential information are safeguarded

Customers are also advised not to provide sensitive account-related information over unsecured emails or
over the phone. He must take simple precautions like changing the ATM, PIN and online login and
transaction passwords on a regular basis. It is also important to ensure that the logged in session is properly
signed out.
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Write a short note on “Enhancing the Capacity of Human Resources in Bangladesh: Necessity and
Challenges”.

Human resources is used to describe both the people who work for a company or organization and the
department responsible for managing resources related to employees. But the concept of human resources
emphases the integration of human capital and human needs aspects of human resources in development.
There are various components of human resources such as health, education, environment, employment,
manpower development and science and technology.

The human resource is the basic raw material and the potent force to build up the nation. It is known that
entire people are the real wealth of a nation and considered them as human resources. All the development
mitiatives depend on people at large. But a large number of people are disadvantaged for not to be as a
skilled manpower. The overall development of a country will be absolutely impossible by neglecting the
development of human resources.

But there are some challenges of enhancing the human resources in Bangladesh. The main hindrances are
overpopulation, education, poverty, and malnutrition. Comparing with our given area, this country is
burdened with the huge number of population which is increasing day by day in an alarming rate. Our
resources are very scarce. This scarce resources are not sufficient enough to generate employment.

Lack of investment in the productive sectors in the another big reason for inefficient manpower in our
country. GDP to private and public investment ratio 1s very low comparing to the other developing nations.
Bangladesh is in the lowest position in attracting foreign direct investment. This does make our manpower
less unproductive as huge number of working force is awaking for job creation.

Another encumbrance of enhancing our human resources is lack of proper education. It is believed that the
education makes people perfect and produces them as an efficient working force. Lack of technical and
vocational education is the main reason for unemployment. The prevailing education system produces a lot
of clerk rather than produces self-employed individual. So conventional secondary and tertiary education
system cannot play role in enhancing the human capital of Bangladesh.

Poverty and malnutrition are the stumbling factors work behind producing unskilled manpower in our
country. Though huge number of people go abroad each year, but due lack of experience and skill, they are
forced to go back their origin which is very much humiliating for our country. People who go abroad should
be given proper training. As they are the main foreign currency earners, so the government should pay due
attention to them.
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Write an Essay on “Future of E-Commerce in Bangladesh”

E-commerce stands for Electronic Commerce. Trades that take place electronically/ virtually can be called
e-commerce. But in real terms, e-commerce 1s more than just purchasing and offering things over the
internet like through Bikroy & OLXbd. It is a wider term encompassing electronic trade of business and
information between computers of two or more organizations.

The vast majority of the e-commerce businesses within Bangladesh i1s consumer to consumer. But some
business to business and business to consumer trades have shown exponential growth prospects in recent
times. Some online sites are working behind this. Buying and purchasing is now a matter of just one click. If
you want to sell your articles, just take a picture of it and upload it onto the renowned site. It is not
impossible that it will take some few moments to be sold. There are some very popular online sites that
make possible doing online business. Clickbd is an online commercial center where anybody can offer or
purchase anything. Second in the queue is Bikroy.com, a site where consumers can purchase and offer
everything. They deliberately audit all advertisements that are, to verify that the quality conforms to the
standard norms. OLX is the name of the upcoming free online class fields. On it, users can post
advertisements with pictures with less hassle. Unlike other sites, it shows consumers advertisements on their
long range interpersonal social networking profile such as facebook.

Akhoni.com was established with a mission to create online market and increasing sales of their merchants
and create wonderful buying experience for their customers. Akhoni.com is the leading business to
consumer e-commerce site. It is an online retail that empowers anybody from anyplace in Bangladesh to buy
diverse items through on web. To buy on the web, anybody can use debit card, credit card, and mobile
payments or even pay money when accepting commodities.

But there are some challenges lie in this sector. E-commerce companies are constrained within Dhaka and
Chittagong. Although rural customers are more likely to order quality goods online, the delivery process is
particularly troublesome outside these two cities. So the concerned authorities should initiate new paths to
provide ordered good within the shortest possible time.

Write an essay on: Role of ICT in the development of Banking Sector.

Now-a-days banking is a way of life. Banking was not as much as easier as we are now availing. This has
been strode for a long time to reach its destination. Conventional way of banking made our life difficult,
uncomfortable and 1t was much time consuming. A transaction which took 1-2 hours now takes only 1 or 2
minutes with the help of information and communication technology made it possible to take minimum time
for a transaction. Technologies help banking system a lot by upgrading different types of gadgets, widgets
and installing modern instruments ATM booths, mobile banking, debit card, credit card, visa master card
etc. These banking tools made our wealth along with our life easier, comfortable and risk free. So modemn
banking system 1s convenient to our life. But it is a matter of concern for Bangladesh that nearly 90 percent
of the banks do not have full fledged Information Technology (IT) governance despite growing number of
banking activities being carried out through the IT system.

As the global economy leans increasingly toward internet banking, online transactions, cashless methods of
payment, IT development in the banking system is extremely necessary for both banks locally and globally.
With the help of online payment, it is now possible to withdraw money from any branch of the bank. So
people do not need to go the mother branch to cash out or encase money. Mobile banking made this sector
inclusive. Of late, mobile banking flourishes tremendously making the concerned authorities profitable
providing necessary pecuniary support to the people living in the remotest area. Several banks launch their
agent for banking which also expedites the development of the banking sector. According to a study
conducted by the BIBM, near about 80% people of Bangladesh are now more interested in mobile banking
for the small transaction as transaction is much more easier convenient and prompt to make. ATM cards
bring about revolutionary change in the banking sector. Traditional banking turns to be the most effective
modermn banking only by the dint of ATM cards given by the concerned banks. It helps people withdrawing
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money from any place and anytime as well. People were not able to draw cash money from traditional
banking system, but once ATM booth service get launched, people now from any corner of the country can
withdraw money from the bank account. They can also check their account balance, bank statement and
transaction history within a moment.

Debit and credit cards with updated payment system raises the number of people who use cards to buy or
sell any products. We had to go to the banks to avail loan to buy anything or for any purposes. But at the
arrival of credit cards drives traditional loan sanctions system out of the banking system. People can avail
loans through their respective credit cards within their given limit. But there are some curses of the ICT m
the banking channel some of which are stated as follows:

Bangladesh is lagging behind in ensuing IT infrastructure and cyber security due to non-implementation of
IT governance in the banks. It has been found that as many as 68 percent of banks in Bangladesh do not
have any IT governance framwork. Also, 78 percent do not have data leakage prevention system while 8
percent banks are yet to initiate the implementation of IT governance.

Hackers had breached Bangladesh Bank’s system and used SWIFT messaging network to request nearly $1
billion from its account. $81 million worth of the meticulous requests were eventually approved. This took
place due to cyber crime. The incident had shown how hackers can manipulate some of the most sound
networking systems in the world. The devices were used to scan the card and PIN, which were needed to
clone the cards. Once the card were cloned, they were used for further transaction in ATM booths, POS.
Thus cyber criminals keep themselves updated above the latest technologies and measures being taken by
the authorities in banking sectors. In this regard, the banking sector needs to thrive and reach a standard of
IT governance, which should be at par with global standard.

What are the current challenges of the banking sector in Bangladesh? Give your specific
recommendations on how to reduce non-performing loans.

Several challenges have been curbed the banking sector. Liquidity crisis, default loans, absence of good
governance in the banking sector is now a hot topic. Total defaulted loan is approximately 10 percent of
total advances. This is just horrible for the growth and development of the banking sector.

State-run banks are fervently rescheduling loans with a view to flattering their true financial health. In 2017,
Sonali, Janata, Agrani, Rupali and BASIC rescheduled loans amounting to about Tk 5,000 crore, in contrast
to Tk 3,300 crore a year earlier, according to data from the central bank. Janata regularised the highest
amount of loans: Tk 1,433 crore. As a result, the bank’s default loan ratio came down to 14.10 percent at the
end of last year from 16.14 percent in 2016. The bank’s other financial indicators though deteriorated during
the course of 2017. At the end of last year, it had a capital shortfall of Tk 161.48 crore, which was Tk 278
crore surplus in the previous year. Janata’s net profit too plummeted 1.6 times to Tk 96.77 crore in 2017
from Tk 260.55 crore from the previous year. Agrani rescheduled the next highest amount of loans in 2017:
Tk 1,288 crore. In 2016, it had rescheduled Tk 540 crore.

Defaulted and written-off loans have simultaneously been increasing the recent years on the back of banks’
failure to prevent scams. Many banks tend to write off large amounts of default loans in the final quarter of a
year to show a clean balance sheet. It is an unethical practice. The banks disburse the loans by taking
deposits from general clients, meaning the depositors’ money is not ultimately showed m the banks’
financial statements due to the practice. Written-off loans are like uncollectible loans - the recovery of such
loans 1s highly difficult. Banks’ writing off loans to clean up balance sheets 1s a common practice globally.
The recovery of such loans has become almost insurmountable as banks do not keep adequate collateral or
take proper documentation from borrowers. For instance, some unscrupulous borrowers kept the same
property as collateral in different banks. The disbursed loans have subsequently become defaulted and were
written off. But a strong judicial system will help banks recover the written-off loans from defaulters.
Recommendations for reducing non-performing loans:
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The non-performing loans of the state owned commercial banks and private commercial banks continue to
soar. According to the latest central bank data, the volume of the non-performing loans or default loans in
the banking sector 1s now Tk. 800 billion. Such non-performing loans of Agrani, Rupali, Sonali, Janata,
BASIC, BKB, RAKUB & BDBL stood at Tk. 491.12 billion at the end of March 2018 which is 14.88%
more than that of the previous quarter. Of the eight state owned commercial banks, Sonali Bank had the
highest amount of default loans at the end of March Tk. 143.05 billion. It was followed by Janata Bank and
Agrani Bank Tk. 970.2 billion and Tk. 567.6 billion respectively.

To get 11d of the bulk amount of non-performing loans in the banking sector, banks normally keep requisite
provisions against their unclassified and non-performing loans from their operating profits in a bid to reduce
financial risks. To expedite the loan recovery process, the bank should develop an in build capacity. The
banks may consider appoinment of loan recovery agents. But it will not work if the banks sanction a huge
amount of loan even after knowing that those loans would became classified. As many bank officials got
mvolved in major irregularities while sanctioning these loans, so it primarily seems impossible to get rid
from this loan default culture. But this bad culture cannot go on for the longer period. So the central bank
should give a strict timeframe to the banks to recover the amount from the defaulters. They should not be
allowed to rescheduled or restructure the loans if they fail to recover the amount within the given period.
Besides those above mentioned measures, the government should come forward to mitigate the non-
performing loans in the banking sectors. By this process, government should stop recapitalizing the banks
which are in danger as it has not brought any improvement in the bank’s financial health. All state-owned
public and private commercial banks should be forbidden from sanctioning fresh loans to habitual
defaulters.

Write a composition on the necessity of conservation of environment for the sake of mankind in not
more than 500 words.

Necessity of conservation of environment for the sake of humankind

Environmental conservation is important for many reasons, including protecting the ozone layer,
maintaining animal and human food chains, preserving potable water and making efficient use of non-
renewable resources. According to The Nature Conservancy, serious environmental damage often takes
years to manifest obvious symptoms. Environmental conservation seeks to prevent dormant damage through
measures such as proactive management and ecologically sustainable energy production.

All environmental conservation benefits humankind. For example, preserving the ozone layer reduces the
amount of ultraviolet radiation that reaches the surface. Ultraviolet radiation contributes to rapid aging and
skin cancer. It also causes rapid sunburns.

Food chain preservation is another important conservation focus area. Damage to a small or seemingly
mnsignificant ecosystem often has deleterious effects on many others. For example, if industrial runoff upsets
algae growth, it also impacts the creatures that rely on the algae for food. This, in turn, affects the natural
predators of the algae eaters. Before long, the entire food chain incurs hardship.

Fossil fuels are another topic of great interest to environmental conservationists. According to the
Environmental and Energy Study Institute, oil and natural gas are the overwhelmingly dominant sources of
energy throughout the world. They are nonrenewable and generate high levels of pollution. Harvesting fossil
fuels is often dangerous for the surrounding ecosystems also. For example, oil pipelines often destroy
important animal habitats. In the event of a malfunction or accident, submarine oil drlling and
transportation also pose significant threats to marine animals and the overall aquatic environment.
Environmental conservation does not just mean protecting cute animals on the other side of the world. It is
in fact essential to our own survival. If your response to anything to do with the environment is either ‘there
are more pressing issues’ or ‘“who cares?’ then it might be time to consider how important it really is.
Importance to agriculture: Agriculture depends on the environment and we depend on agriculture. This is
obvious in countries where the economies depend on agriculture but applies to all. A country’s wealth might
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come from something else but its population needs to eat. Conserving the environment and preventing soil
erosion, desertification, and flooding is essential. Unsustainable farming techniques not only impact natural
ecosystems but also ultimately make farming itself impossible.

Importance to fishing: While much of our food comes from agriculture, the oceans are also an essential
source. Communities worldwide depend upon seafood. Marine conservation is vital to protect human food
supplies as well as marine animals. Looking after the seas doesn’t just mean saving big, glamorous animals
from extinction, important as this is. At the moment there are serious conservation issues affecting the
oceans, including over fishing and pollution. The complex. interlinked ecosystems need conserving mn our
own self-interest. You might not be interested in saving the whale, but saving the human might strike a
chord.

Importance to climate: Human activities impact the climate, and this affects all life. Droughts, floods, and
extremes OF heat and cold, are caused by global warming, which is almost certainly linked to greenhouse
gas emissions. Some countries are already experiencing disastrous effects, while others it is just, for the
moment, inconvenient.

There are other, more local, climate changes also caused by not treating the environment with respect. For
example rainfall is affected by deforestation. Conservation of natural environments should be done not just
for their own sake, but also for that of the world as a whole.

Write an essay on “Importance of Good Governance in Banks”

Good governance is an indeterminate term used in the international development literature to describe how
public mstitution conduct public affairs and manage public resources. Governance i1s “the process of
decision-making and the process by which decisions are implemented (or not implemented)”.

Good govemnance in the banking sector is an important agenda of our country, especially in the present
context of the crisis in the banking sector. Transparency and accountability have recently become an issue of
greater concern with revitalized importance in the context of public and private responsibility of managing
banks. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has defined transparency as “an environment in which the
objectives of policy, its legal, institutional and economic framework, policy decisions and their rationale,
data and information related to monetary and financial policies, and in terms of agencies’ accountability, are
provided to the public on an understandable, accessible and timely basis” (IMF-1999). Transparency in
government operations 1s an important pre-condition for macro-economic fiscal sustainability good
governance, and overall fiscal discipline. Accountability, in the words of Messenger (1970), “is the product
of a process which means that an agent, public, or private, entering into a contractual agreement to perform a
service will be held answerable to perform according to agreed upon terms, within an established time
period and with stipulated use of resources and performance standard.” Transparency is necessary to ensure
accountability among the major group of participants in financial markets: borrowers and lenders; issuers
and investors; and national authorities and international financial institutions. Transparency and
accountability are mutually reinforcing. Transparency enhances accountability by facilitating monitoring
and accountability enhances transparency by providing an mcentive for agents to ensure that the reasons for
their actions are properly disseminated and understood. A perfect example is the Hallmark scandal of the
state-owned Sonali Bank Itd., which occurred due to the lack of both transparency and accountability. Both
the borrowers and the officials colluded in a non-transparent manner and siphoned off huge amounts of
public money. The people who were caught have not yet been subjected to administrative and legal actions,
in fact they got “perverse incentives” and the honest and dedicated people working in the same bank and
elsewhere are pushed back into inefficiency. As the saying goes, “Bad money drives away the good money.”
The transparency of financial statements of banks is secured through full disclosure and by providing fair

presentation of useful information necessary for making economic decisions to a wide range of users. In the
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context of public disclosures, financial statements should be easy for users to interpret. Whereas more
information is better than less, the provision of information is costly. Therefore the net benefits of providing
more transparency should be carefully evaluated by standard setters. The adoption of internationally
accepted financial reporting standards is necessary to facilitate transparency and contribute to proper
interpretation of financial statements. In the context of fair presentation, no disclosure 1s probably better than
disclosure of misleading information. Left to themselves, markets cannot generate a sufficient level of
disclosure (b). Here is the vital role of the accountants, as the bulk portion of useful financial information
used by the market participants are provided by the accounting information systems, where the preparers
(the employed accountants) provide information which is authenticated by external accountants on the basis
of International Accounting Standards (IAS) and International Standards of Auditing (ISA). An accountant
should not depend on numbers only; one should engage one’s own logic and judgment to analyze a set of
numbers.

With the view of strengthening good governance in the financial sector, especially in the banking sector,
Bangladesh Bank embarked on several financial sector reforms over the years. A large number of home
grown reforms have already been taken and some are underway. Bangladesh Bank attempted to strengthen
the legal framework of the financial sector, bring in dynamism, extend autonomy to the central bank, combat
money laundering offences, and stop financing for terrorism. There are several other prudential norms
already discussed in the previous section in relation to the Basel Guidelines and the guidelines of various
Acts of Bangladesh. One important aspect 1s the management norms, which concern the fit and proper test
for CEOs and directors of a bank, restrictions on the composition and functions of the Board of Directors.
Banks have been directed by Bangladesh Bank to include one independent director in the Board of
Directors, Audit Comittees for all banks were mandated with clear guidence, and TORs and an early
warning system (EWS) were introduced. The Core Risk Management Guidelines on five major risks were
introduced quite some time back and credit risk assesment by External Credit Assessment Institution (ECAI)
have been recommended for all commercial banks. However, in recent time we have seen that many of these
management norms are not followed by banks. There are several privately owned banks where a number of
family members are on the Board of Directors, which is contrary to the notion of good corporate
governance. Therefore one of the main challenges for the banking sector is to ensure good corporate
governance which will benefit the depositors, borrowers and investors; expand potential markets; broaden
ownership; create alternative financing options; accelerate growth; increase employment and help reduce
poverty in Bangladesh.

To balance the objectives of good governance and ensure compliance of regulations, three major steps are
necessary:

U a strong and independent central bank with more focus on core banking issues.

71 a well thought out set of prudential and management norms of the central bank that are not subject to
frequent changes due to external political/ administrative pressure, and

[ a system of prompt corrective actions for management of crises and for legal/ administrative actions
against persons responsible for crises in a particular bank or in the banking ‘system’ as a whole.

Prepare a write-up on “Adverse Effect of Technology on Our Daily Life”.
Since the Industrial Revolution of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, there have been many advances in

technology. The invention of the telephone, the cell phone, and the computer have greatly increased society's
ability to communicate, and automobiles have enabled more efficient transportation. Television and the
World Wide Web have provided entertainment for people of all ages. Technological inventions seem to have
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improved our way of life, but they have caused many side effects that have a negative impact on the world
as well. Although there have been many advances i technology in recent years, this technology has had a
harmful effect on social interactions, health, and the environment.

Technology has played a big role in the development of various industries, it has changed the banking
sector, changed education, changed the agricultural industry, changed the entertainment word, in has
restructured many businesses. The impacts of technology cannot be measured because it is still changing the
way we do everything. However, technology also has some negative impacts. Below I have listed some of
the impacts of technology in our lives both in a positive way and negative way.

1. Adverse Effect of Technology on Our Daily Life:

T Exposure to wrong data: Though technology has made learning so easy and cheap, students get exposed
to data which is not approved and many times they just copy and pastes this information they acquire online
without any deep research on whether the data is correct. This has increased on the level of misinformation
and failure of exams. My advice to students, is that, “Not whatever is published online is correct” analyze
the data and discuss with friends before submitting that data.

O Digital divide is on increase: As much as we're embracing technology in most developed countries, there
is a big group left behind and they might not even get closer to the way we use technology in the first world.
For example, the invention of e-wallet is a good technology, which will help you to pay for anything via
your iPhone, but as good as this technology may be, many countries in the third world cannot use the
service.

71 Lack or real life and friends: Yes, social networks and text messaging technologies have played a very big
role in connecting people more than before, but what is funny is that, the number of people who spend time
alone 1s increasing. You will find a person spends more time in the virtual world chatting with strangers
“virtual friends”, a user will have over 500 friends on a specific social network, but they have no real friends
in the real world, WHY? Because they spend most their time in the virtual world and give up on getting real
friends, which results into loneliness and cyber-sickness.

! Virtual Reality Technology “Sickness”. Now a days most airlines use this virtual reality technology to
train their pilots on how to react effectively in adverse conditions. So during this training, the pilot will be
presented with a challenge in a virtual reality form and they will be guided on how to overcome that task.
For example, many pilots are faced with bad weather, and defective engines. The pilot will be presented
with the same challenge in a virtual reality world and they get training on how to overcome the challenge.

[ E-cash is very easy to lose. As we try to replace cash money with e-cash, we are faced with a problem of
losing money very first. Why? E-cash is simply an electronic file, so this file can be interrupted across the
network and you will lose your money in a second. Today their so many hackers online monitoring these
electronic file transfers, though most merchants have formulated a trick of encrypting the files, but still these
hackers find their way and access the data. Another lop hole is the exposure of financial details to dangerous
people. Most of this information is stored on our computers. However, when you connect to internet, your
computer will be assigned with an IP address, and an experienced hacker can access your computer via your

[P and take advantage of all your financial details.
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“The role of Commercial Bank in Developing Small and Medium Scale Industries in Bangladesh.”
Small and Medium scale industries or enterprises (SMEs) play a pivotal role in the economic development
of a country. These industries are even more important for the developing countries like Bangladesh where
source of employment is weigh too fewer than the number of people seeking employment. So, the
emergence of SMEs has come as bliss for those people by providing alternate source of employment and by
making them financially independent.

Currently there are around 70 thousand SMEs employing approximately 200 thousand workers (75% to 85%
of the labor force) in Bangladesh.

Table: Definition of SME

Sector Fixed Asset other than | Employed Manpower(Max)
Land and Building (Tk.)
Small Industries Service 50,000-50,00,000 25
Business 50,000-50,00,000 25
Industrial 50,000-1,50,00,000 50
Medium Industries | Medium Industries | Service 50,00,000-10,00,00,000
Business 50,00,000-10,00,00,000 | 50
Industrial 1,50,00,000- 150
20,00,00,000

But the contribution of SMEs to GDP is only 20.25% in Bangladesh whereas it is 80% in India, 60% in
China and 69.50% in Japan. The reason of comparatively lower contribution of SMEs to GDP in our country
is the lack of necessary funds needed to establish, continue and expand SMEs.

While commercial banks are the major source of financing for SMEs here in Bangladesh, they often express
their reluctance to provide credits to SMEs for various reasons- lack of collateral, high risk of default, high
ratio of administrative costs are a few of them. To ensure the growth of SME sector. Bangladesh Bank has
instructed all the banks to disburse 20% of their loans to SMEs. To encourage the banks to follow this
instruction, commercial banks have been given the privilege of lower provisioning requirement against SME
loans: 0.25 percent against 1 percent for other sectors and 2 percent for credit cards.
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Commercial banks being the key player of financial system can play a pivotal role towards the development
of SMEs in our country.
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“Green economy: A solution for the future Dhaka”
The green economy is defined as economy that aims at making issues of reducing environmental risks and

ecological scarcities, and that aims for sustainable development without degrading the environment. A green
economy is defined as low carbon, resource efficient and socially inclusive. The term ‘green economy’ was
first used m 1989 in a report submitted to the UK government by a group of leading economic experts in
fog. Where classical and neo-classical economics have started and is still valid today. Today, the “green
growth” model towards a “green economy” has been applied in many developed countries. This is
considered a sustainable development trend because it not only stimulates the economy but also enhances
the quality of life and protects the environment.

Bangladesh, a developing country in South Asia, is the most fertile delta-region and identified as one of the
developing poor frontline country to suffer from the adverse consequences of the climate change. Especially
Dhaka is in the most dangerous situation. Besides, Bangladesh is a low-lying river urrigated country along
with vast Bay of Bengal Sea basin in south. Frequently the country is affected by floods, tornadoes, cyclones
etc. The rapid climate changes impact on the country’s ecology and make it imbalanced. So, it is high time
for Bangladesh to focus on green economy and apply it.

Green economy in Bangladesh would be the most potential tool for economic development and employment
generation for eliminating persistent poverty through environmentally benign activities. Green economy
would mmvolve undertaking actions towards low carbon as well as socially and economically equitable
inclusive sustainable economic development. In agriculture, forestry, transportation and energy sector
agriculture and natural resources management, there is scope for generating green employment through

green energy initiatives. Small workshops can proliferate in rural areas for repair and maintenance of solar
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lights and electrical products using solar energy. Rural transportation can benefit from pollution-free solar
rickshaws which have the potential to generate green employment for many people. Solar water pumps can
aid irrigation and generate employment.

Generation of power from rice husks can also contribute to employment generation. Setting up of biogas
plants would also help create various types of employment. In addition, green employment can also be
generated in the service sectors like water supply, sanitation, health, family welfare, low emission
transportation, etc. However, the overall policy planning relating to greening the economy has to be
conducted in regard to prevailing domestic and external realities faced by the country and its goals of
accelerated green economic growth.

Air quality in Dhaka city is catastrophic. Due to unplanned development, unabated pollution is affecting this
city. Nearly one million people are exposed to lead contamination of soil and air at an estimated 1.100
unsafe used acid lead battery recycling sites. This can cause cardiovascular disease, neurological damage,
and IQ loss in young children. Climate change further aggravates industrial pollution as some industrial belts
are exposed to sea level rise. Green economy can be the solution for Dhaka city. It will help to reduce all
environment related problems. Because of this, we will be able to get a better Dhaka city in Future.

The success of a green economy mainly depends on the best use of environmental or natural goods Green
economy is a different economic concept and it is very important in terms of Bangladesh. Now it is time to
onvert all the environmental hazardous works into environment friendly works which can keep environment

fresh for the next generation and similarly Bangladesh can be able to establish green economy.
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Ukrainian Crisis
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is the biggest military mobilization in Europe since World War II. Russia has
attacked Ukraine in what could be the start of war in Europe over Russia’s demands for an end to NATO’s
eastward expansion.
Background: Since the invasion of Crimea in 2014, Ukraine has been living in fear of war with Russia for
nearly eight years. Russia and Ukraine have been at odds for a long time, with Russia claiming Ukraine as a
part of its country and opposing Ukrains developing ties to the West. Russian President Vladimir Putin
wants to recapture the former Soviet Union Republic. He requested that the Ukrainian military put down
their weapons. Prior to its cessation in 1991, Russia and Ukraine were both members of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics (USSR), which consisted of 15 republics.
Genesis of the Conflict:
*The heat between Russia and Ukraine began to escalate out of control in early 2021. Volodymyr
ZelensKzy, Ukraine’s President hinted the US President Joe Biden to allow Ukraine to join the NATO
forces in January of 2021.
*This angered Russia, which started sending troops near its Ukraine border for “training exercises” in spring
last year and increased it during autumn. By December, the US began hyping up the deployment of the
Russian troops and President Biden warned of severe sanctions if Russia invaded Ukraine.
*Russia has demanded that the West gives a legally binding guarantee that NATO will not hold any military
activity in Eastern Europe and Ukraine. Vladimir Putin claims Ukraine is a puppet of the West and was
never a proper state anyway.
*This is not the first time tensions between Russia and Ukraine has reached a boiling point. Russia had
invaded Ukraine in 2014 when rebels backed by President Putin had seized large swathes of easterrn
Ukraine and have fought Ukraines army since then. At that time, Russia had annexed Crimea.
*Russia and Ukraine had signed the Minsk peace accord to halt the armed conflict in east Ukraine, including
the Donbas region. But as the conflict has continued, Russia says it is sending “‘peacekeepers” to the region
where the conflict is brewing. The West calls it a smokescreen by Moscow to occupy sovereign territory.
Consequences of The conflict:
1. Economic sanctions: When Russia’s full-scale invasion began, with Western democracies including US
and UK are imposing wide-ranging sanctions on key Russian sectors, businesses and individuals connected
to the Kremlin or who support the invasion. The United Nations, G7, EU, and other countries continue to
condemn Russian actions and support Ukrainian forces. In an emergency United Nations session, 141 of 193
member states voted to condemn Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and demanded that Russia immediately cease
its use of force in Ukraine. The United States has issued escalating sanctions on the financial assets of Putin
and Sergey Lavrov, Russia’s foreign minister, removing Russian banks from the global SWIFT financial
messaging system, and banning U.S. imports of Russian oil and natural gas. As a result, the Russian
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economy is expected to fall into a deep recession this year. The Institute of International Finance predicts
RussiaOs economy will contract by as much as 15% in 2022 because of the war. It also predicted a decline
0f 3% in 2023.

2. Reluctance to use Russian fossil fuel: The war has also accelerated Europe’s transition away from Russian
energy imports, putting a large dent in the revenue the country gets from its oil and gas business. The EU,
which imported around 45% of its gas from Russia in 2021, has pledged to reduce its purchases of Russian
gas by two-thirds before the end of the year, and the European Commission wants to stop buying Russian
fossil fuels before 2030. In the meantime, the U.S. 1s looking to step into the breach by supplying its own
liquefied natural gas to the region. The transition remains complex, however.

Current State of the Conflict: Direct negotiations between Russia and Ukraine have continued with Russia
announcing in late March 2022 that it would reduce military activity near Kziv and Chemihiv. Meanwhile,
Russian forces continue to combat the Ukrainian counteroffensive in and around major Ukrainian cities,
although the initial Russian invasion has appeared to slow several Russian long-range missile strikes have
caused significant damage to Ukrainian military assets, urban residential areas, and communication and
transportation infrastructure. Hospitals and residential complexes have also sustained shelling and bombing
attacks. Civilians in Marpol-a port city in southeastern Ukraine-have been facing an ongoing
humanitarian crisis with acute shortages of food, water, and heat. Russian forces have surrounded the city
for weeks with aerial bombardments that have killed hundreds of civilians.

When Russia invaded Ukraine, it was widely believed to have expected an easy victory over its neighbor,
but Ukraine has proven to be a much more formidable opponent than expected. But the war will create a
long lasting effect on the world economy and diplomacy even after the ending of the conflict.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Tunnel
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Tunnel (or Karnaphuli Tunnel) is an underconstruction underwater
expressway tunnel in the port city of Chattogram, Bangladesh under the Karnaphuli River. The tunnel work
1s completed and will be the first river tunnel in South Asia. It is expected to improve the Dhaka-Chittagong-
CoxOs Bazar highway network.
Technical Specification:
The length of the entire route is 9.39 kilometers (5.83 mi), with the tunnel making up 3.32 kilometers (2.06
mile) of the length, with a 4.89 km approach road alongside 740 m of bridges. The tunnel diameter will be
10.80 meters (35.4 ft.). The tunnel route will pass under the river close to the Navy College on one side and
the Korean Export Processing Zone (KEPZ) and Karnaphuli Fertilizer Company (Kafco) on the other. Some
13.9 mullion vehicles are expected to run annually through the tunnel by 2030, 32.9 million by 2050 and
50.5 million by 2062, according to an analysis of the feasibility.
Financials of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Tunnel: The cost of the project is estimated at USS$1.1B
or Tk 10,374 crore, of which The Exim Bank of China is providing Tk 5,913 crore at an interest rate of 2
percent, while the Bangladesh government is providing Tk 4,461 crore.
Economic Impact:
# Time and distance reduction:
According to the Bangladesh Bridge Authority (BBA), the tunnel will connect Anwara with the port city and
reduce 50-kilometre distance from the capital Dhaka and 15-kilometre from Chattogram to tourism capital
CoxOs Bazar. The government plans to expand the port city on both sides of the river as “One City, Two-
Town ModelO much like Shanghai in China. The city will reap a maximum benefit from the southern part
of Karnphuli River by utilizing the tunnel that would facilitate mobility as well connectivity.
# Accelerating growth of industries:
There are at least 75 small and large factories including garments, ship building, edible oil, fish processing,
steel and cement are in Karnaphuli area. The construction of new ones will create an industrial boom. The
economy on the south bank of Karnaphuli River i1s currently dependent on agriculture. Around 47 percent of
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land is used for agriculture while only 2 percent for industry. After the tunnel is open, some 27 percent of
the entire area will have possibility to be acquired for industrial development.

The Chinese Economic Zone in Anwara 1s under construction which is the first specialized Government-
toGovernment economic zone in the country with a cumulative area of 781 acres and which is likely to
create around 2,00,000 jobs. Over 60 enterprises from home and abroad have already expressed their interest
to invest nearly $280 million in the economic zone, according to the Bangladesh Economic Zones Authority.
As the tunnel is open, the industrial area on the south bank will be more than 70 percent as there will be an
opportunity to set up industries on 12,334 acres of land.

# GDP Growth:

The feasibility survey assumed a base 6 per cent GDP growth, which would increase by 0.166 per cent to a
total of 6.166 per cent over the next 50 years once the tunnel is open.

Conclusion:

The Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Tunnel is a technological and development marvel in not only in
Bangladesh but also in the whole south Asian region. It will be an important aspect of development,
contributing in the GDP, when 1t is opened. Such milestones will help Bangladesh overcome the challenges
of 4th industrial revolution.

Digital Bangladesh
Digital Bangladesh i1s a new world, a new concept, a new dream. Bangladesh 1s now resounding with the
aim of achieving digital Bangladesh. Our present prime minister, Sheikh Hasina, in their election manifesto
of 2008 declared to build up Bangladesh as a digital one by 2021. Since then this concept has become almost
a lip-word with the people of Bangladesh.
Meaning of digital Bangladesh: our life today is governed by the offshoots of science. Science has ushered
in a new era in the history of human civilization. Computer invention is the most determining factor in
respect. It has brought about a revolutionary change in the face of the global world. This change has been
possible through information technology (it) based on the computer-internet system. The microelectronic
system through which all sorts of information are collected. Assimilated, preserved, processed, and
transmitted is known as Oinformation technologyO. This information technology or computer and internet-
based Bangladesh 1s called a digital Bangladesh.
The Necessity in Bangladesh: Bangladesh is a developing country. We achieved independence in 1971
after the bloody liberation war. Science then began the campaign of building up the war-shattered
Bangladesh as a Bangla of gold. But it is a matter of great sorrow that we have not been able to cross just the
stage of a developing country even after the lapse of a long period of 38 years of liberation. No expected
development has yet been achieved. The main causes are laziness, lack of morality, tendency to make more
talks than work, lack of tendency to go ahead with the advanced technology, etc. The gradual connection of
the digital system 1n all the activities of Bangladesh, if possible, may give birth to a digital Bangladesh. This
perspective plan can be brought into reality only when the important places of the country can be brought
under control by setting us CCTV cameras based on the computer-election campaign through video
conferences as a part of her dream of building up digital Bangladesh. We can apply the digital system in the
following sectors of our national life.
Educational sector: education 1s the backbone of a nation. So we must put our first priority in the education
sector with a view to establishing a digital Bangladesh. We can make a video of the teacherOs lectures of
speeches and display them on the white screens before the learner. A learner can receive education sitting in
his house.
Medical sector: medical facilities are one of the basic needs of human beings. Modern science has given
birth to a new world in the field of medical treatment. If the internet connection can be spread widely, a
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patient can receive a prescription of medicine without appearing before a physician by paying offers through
the online banking system.

Agricultural sector: ours i1s an agro-based country. More than 80% of the people of our country are
dependent on agriculture for their livelihood. But they are ignorant of the more method of cultivation
whereas the developed countries of the world have championed these fields by using the boons of the
mechanized method of cultivation.

Administrative sector: most of the offices of our country are extremely sluggish in work and life in wait for
taking bribes by holding up workdays after days. We can make the administration dynamic, work-oriented,
and free from corruption by setting up CCTV cameras through the computer-internet system.

Security sector: security 1s a must in every sphere of our national life. No national can expect to advance
without having a well-founded security system. It can be made possible by setting up a CCTV camera
through a computer internet system. This system will help us detect the miscreant event after a long period
of their occurrence of mischiefs.

Buying and selling sector: buying and selling is our everyday matter. Every day we go to markets or
shopping malls to make a purchase of different essential things in our daily life. If the computer network can
be spread widely, we shall be able to make our necessary purchases by staying in our house. Not only in the
native land, can it be extended even to the foreign countries by making payments through credit cards.
Communication sector: Otransport is civilizationO —goes a wise saying. It is not possible to make all-
around development without having a good and dynamic communication system in the country. At present,
many a thing of communication affairs is Bering controlled through the computer-internet system. We can
also bring the whole country within the reach of our hands through this system.

Publication sector: we cannot think of publication books today without the help of a computer network.
The computer system has already been introduced in our publishing industry. Earlier, the booed took at least
two months to be published, now that blood can be published within two days.

Recreation sector: recreation sources are badly needed for the modern mechanized hard-field of recreation.
We can enjoy different sorts of amusements including different games and film shows. We can now know
the results of the games which are going on overseas within a moment through the internet.

Banking sector: computer network has given a new impetus in the banking sector. It has made the banking
sector mere dynamic than ever before. The online system has already been introduced in many banking
institutions. Now we no more need to carry cash money with us to the remotest regions of the country. If this
system can be introduced in all banking institutions in our country, Bangladesh will be able to step into a
digital one.

Setting up an online information center: the information services of different public and private sectors
can be made the reach to the door-step of the people by setting up online information centers. Then people
will be able to collect different data or information from this information center. Not only that they will be
able to know about the final institutional conditions and position.

In conclusion, we hope that we shall be able to turn our war-shattered country into a digital Bangladesh by
bringing about an all-around development through all-out efforts of people of all walks of life. We are very
hopeful to learn that the daily Jougantor and the Cambrian college have jointly taken a gigantic to set up
digital campus all over the country with the Slogan.

Mega Projects of Bangladesh
“Let’s use our resources to achieve universal sustainable development without spending resources on arms
races’-HPM Sheikh Hasina
As Bangladesh is on the highway to be graduated from LDCs, this leads the country to adopt the much-
talked mega project culture-- a tendency to combine multiple projects into one mega project. Bangladesh’s
success story, especially in managing funds for “big-ticket mega projects”, has been applauded worldwide.
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Mega Projects: To materialize the vision-2041 of becoming a developed country, Bangladesh is basically
planting seeds for sustainable future by prioritizing mega infrastructures as “fast-track projects”. Details of
these projects are given below.

Padma Multipurpose Bridge: The Padma Bridge is a multipurpose road-rail bridge across the Padma River
is constructed in Bangladesh. It is the largest bridge with a length of 6.15m in Bangladesh and the first fixed
river crossing for road traffic. It will connect Louhajong, Munshiganj to Shariatpur and Madaripur, linking
the south-west of the country, to northern and eastern regions. The total estimated cost of the whole bridge
right now 1s 3.86 billion dollar (Tk 30,193 crore) with high benefit to cost ratio. Construction began on
December 2014 and is completed by June 2022.

Dhaka Metro Rail: Dhaka metro rail, the first rapid transit system of Bangladesh, was inaugurated by the
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on 26 June 2016. The project will add five line and 6 routes. The total length
of Metro rail will be 128.741km. It can carry 60,000 passengers per hour. Total Cost of the project is
Tk21985.07 crore. Estimated completion year is 2024 (MRT line 6)

Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant: With the highest budget allocation, Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant is the
largest megaproject in Bangladesh. Upon completing this project, Bangladesh will also join the elite group
of 33 nuclear power generating countries globally. The Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission under the
Ministry of Science and Technology is implementing the project with technical help from the State Nuclear
Energy Corporation of the Russian Federation, Rosatom

] Start- November 2017 Rooppur 1

_1 Open Date: Rooppur 1- 2024. Rooppur 2- 2025

1 Cost- 1,13,000 Crore BDT

_I Capacity — 2400 MW

Dhaka Elevated Expressway: To reduce traffic congestion in Dhaka, the Bangladesh government has
already built several flyovers and is working on constructing Metro rail. Another project to alleviate traffic
congestion in Dhaka 1s the Dhaka Elevated Expressway, a 19.63-kilometer four-lane expressway from
Kutubkhali on the Dhaka-Chittagong Highway to Kawla in the Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport area of
Dhaka. Starting from the airport via Kuril, Banani, Mohakhali, Tejgaon, Magbazar, Kamalapur and
Sayedabad to Kutubkhali and join the Dhaka-Chittagong Highway.

O] Start- January 1, 2020

T End date- August 2023

01 Cost: 8,940 Crore

T Length- 19.73 km

Chittagong Cox’s Bazar Rail Link

The Chittagong-Cox’s Bazar Rail Link is one of Bangladesh’s ongoing fast-track projects. In addition to
being connected by road and air, the project will also provide rail connectivity to this tourist city. As a result,
it will increase the scope of Cox’s Bazar tourism as well as trade and communication. The 126 km single
line dual gauge track project will start from Dohazari in Chittagong, pass through Chandnaish, Satkania, and
Lohagarh Upazilas, Chakaria in Cox’s Bazar, Ramu, Cox’s Bazar Sadar, and Gundun Upazila in Bandarban
district via Ukhia Upazila.

Matarbari Coal Power Plant:

One of the ten mega projects in Bangladesh is the Matarbari Ultra Super Critical Coal-Fired Power Project
in Maheshkhali Upazila of Chittagong, mainly known as Matarbari Thermal Power Plant. The combined
generation capacity of the two units of 600 MW will be 1200 MW, which will meet the power demand of
Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar region. This power plant will play an essential role in meeting the demand of
Economic Zones and E.P.Z.s of the Government of Bangladesh in Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar areas. Coal
Power Generation Company Bangladesh Limited (CPGCBL) is executing a project worth BDT 51,855
crore. Japan International Co-operation Agency or JICA 1s mvesting around BDT 43,921 crore in financing
the project, and the rest of the project will be funded by the government.
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Matarbari Deep Sea Port

One of the ongoing mega projects in Bangladesh is Matarbari Deep Sea Port or Matarbari Deep Seaportt.
Initially, construction work was started at Matarbari Power Station to import coal, but now work 1s being
done for the commercial ports. The 18-meter-deep port under construction at Matarbari in Maheshkhali
Upazila of Chittagong will play an essential role in reducing the cost of importing and exporting goods.

71 Construction start: November 2020

O Cost: 17,77S crore

7] Container Capacity: 2.8 Million TEUs

O] Start date: 2020

1 End date: 2026 (Estimated)

Dhaka Airport Third Terminal

A 3rd terminal is currently under construction at Shahjalal International Airport in Dhaka. The terminal,
which has a capacity of 37 aircraft, is being constructed at the cost of BDT 21,398 crore. In addition, a
230,000-square-meter building is being built at the terminal, which will carry a total of 12 million
passengers. The “high-yielding mega projects” will act as an economic game changer, through revenue
generation for maintenance and capital accumulation for future funding, to take the growth rate to two-digit
number. It is expected that this mega projects will generate the growth and development required to
transform Bangladesh in such way that it can achieve its “Vision 2041’ with utmost efficiency.

Padma Bridge
The Padma Bridge is a multipurpose road-rail bridge across the Padma River to be constructed in
Bangladesh. When completed it will be the largest bridge in Bangladesh and the first fixed river crossing for
road traffic. It will connect Louhajong, Munshiganj to Shariatpur and Madaripur, linking the south-west of
the country, to northern and eastern regions. It is the long cherished dream of people of southern part of
Bangladesh as it creates an effective ifrastructure for road and rail network alike. It was maugurated on
June 2022.
Technical Specification: Padma Bridge is the most challenging construction project in the history of
Bangladesh. With 41 spans, 150m each, 42 pillars and 6150m total length it is going to be the largest bridge
in the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna river basins of country in terms of both span and the total length. The
length of pile is as 122m and a diameter of pile 1s 3m. The friction pendulum can withstand a level 9
earthquake in the Richter scale.
Financials of Padma Bridge: Initially, development partners and lenders expressed interest in lending for
the Padma Bridge project. Papers were signed to allocate 1200 million dollars from World Bank, 615
million from ADB, 430 million from Japan and 140 million from IDB. In 2010 expenditure of the bridge
was fixed at 2,972 million dollars or Tk 20,507 crore. In 2011 the World Bank stated that they found
credible evidence of corruption conspiracy and then refused to sanction the proposed loan. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina told the World Bank to prove this type of allegation. But WB failed to prove the allegation.
Due to the delay and false allegation of the World Bank, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on January 31, 2013
rejected the loan of the World Bank and announced the construction of the Padma Bridge with own funds.
This was a bold decision, a historical decision. Work on the Padma Bridge was maugurated in 2015. The
total estimated cost of the whole bridge right now is 3.86 billion dollar (Tk 30,193 crore) with high benefit
to cost ratio.
Economic impact:
» High Economic Return: The construction of the bridge will have a huge economic impact on the country.
In 2010, the bridge’s Benefit-Cost Ratio (BCR) was 1.6 per cent and the Economic Internal Rate of Return
(ERR) was 18 per cent. Add the cost of bridge construction, the BCR will be 2.1 and ERR 22 per cent.
According to ADB 1.9 percent property will be lessened. Around 2 crore new jobs will be created. It is
projected that the government will earn 4000 million US dollar in the next 30 years.
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» Time and distance reduction: Dhaka’s communication with 21 southern districts will be reduced by around
100 kilometer of distance and transportation time will be reduced by 2 to 4 hours. The direct connectivity
with the capital will help expand trade and commerce, ease supply of raw materials and industrialization.
Small and big industries will be set up in the 21 districts.

» Improvement of Agriculture: Agriculture will greatly improve. Farmers will get better commodity prices.
Production will increase.

» Growth of GDP: According to the bridge survey report, the economic impact of the bridge will help
increase the annual GDP of the south by 2.0 per cent and the overall GDP of the country by more than 1.0
per cent.

World Records of Padma Bridge: Even before the completion of the Padma Bridge, it has made 3 world
records. First one is its length of pile. It is the only bridge in the entire world with a length of pile as long as
122m and a diameter of 3m. Second one is its 10000 ton load capacity which can withstand a level 9
earthquake in the Richter scale. And finally, it has river controlling tender of 110 million US dollar with
Sinohydro Corporation, China, which is the highest in all over the world.

In conclusion, Bangladesh’s economic progress, GDP growth, and the gradual improvement of various
social indicators have gained international recognition. Bangladesh is working towards reviving the
economy from the fallouts of the Covid-19 pandemic; the Padma Bridge can help the country fulfill this
effort to a great extent. It can also contribute towards achieving sustainable development.
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Expectations from the Eighth Five Year Plan
The Eighth Five Year Plan (8FYP) of Bangladesh is going to be finalised and approved soon. The duration
of the Seventh Five Year Plan (7FYP) ended in June 2020. However, due to the Covid-19 pandemic the
8FYP has been delayed. The General Economics Division of the Planning Commission (GED) had to revisit
and revise the targets and strategies in view of the pandemic. Once the final 8FYP is approved at the
National Economic Council 1t will be implemented during 2021-25.
Available documents indicate that the 8FYP titled "Promoting Prosperity and Fostering Inclusiveness",
focuses on a pro-poor growth strategy. This strategy includes seven themes. These are labour-intensive,
export-oriented manufacturing-led growth, agricultural diversification, dynamism in cottage, small and
medium enterprises, modern services sector, ICT based entrepreneurship, and overseas employment.
Priorities, themes and strategies of the 8FYP are well-recognised. However, in the end, the implementation
of the plan is what matters. During the sixth five-year plan (6FYP) the actual average growth rate of gross
domestic product (GDP) was 6.3 percent. This increased to 7.1 percent during the 7FYP (2016-2020). As a
result, per capita GDP grew by 4.9 percent between 2011-15 (6FYP) and by 5.7 percent (provisional
estimate) during the 7FYP. Besides, progress has also been made in case of poverty reduction. However, a
number of objectives on macroeconomic management could not be achieved.
The 8FYP aims to have 8.5 percent GDP growth by 2025. There are also targets for many indicators
including inflation, public and private investment, employment, poverty reduction, revenue mobilisation,
allocation for Annual Development Plan (ADP), and sectoral performances including education and health.
During the implementation period of the 8FYP, the government will face a number of challenges. The four
specific ones are the following: Covid-19 pandemic, graduation from the least developed country (LDC)
category, the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and climate change
vulnerability. The development approach of the proposed 8FYP which has highlighted six core themes also
include these four. The achievement of the 8FYP targets will hinge on how effectively these challenges are
confronted.
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Firstly, Covid-19 has deteriorated economic and social conditions. The pandemic has put pressure on the
economy which has resulted in a rise in poverty and inequality. Informal workers, the urban poor, migrant
workers, small businesses and women are among the most affected segments. Therefore, while working
towards achieving the economic indicators, during the first phase of the 8FYP, policymakers will also have
to work towards controlling the pandemic and ensure health safety of the people. Without reducing the
health risks, economic objectives cannot be fulfilled since people are behind the wheels of the economy. We
do not know whether and when vaccines will be available to the entire population of the country. Even if
adequate vaccines are obtained, vaccination of the whole nation will take a long time. Therefore, those who
will remain outside the coverage of vaccination should be under strict health protocol till they are
vaccmated. Dedicated resources for both vaccination and strengthening medical facilities such as test and
treatment will be needed for this.

Secondly, Bangladesh will graduate from the LDC category in 2024. Therefore, Bangladesh will have to
prepare for a smooth graduation and minimise the impact of the removal of various trade benefits and
international support measures. In order to compete in the global market, the country has to improve on
social, environmental and labour related compliances.

Thirdly, at the end of the 8FYP, only five more years will be left for the implementation of the SDGs.
Bangladesh's achievement in many areas including poverty reduction, gender parity in primary education
and reduction in maternal mortality have come under threat due to the pandemic. Taking these
improvements back up to the pre-pandemic situation and then improving them further will be a humongous
task. This will not only require strong commitment and resources but also policy reforms in areas such as
education, labour market, gender, tax system, public expenditure, investment, international trade, and
accountability of the institutions.

Fourthly, despite Bangladesh's resilience to various shocks including natural disasters, dealing with the
impact of climate change will be beyond its capacity given the nature and scale of the impact. The
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has provided scientific evidence on this. Bangladesh
will have to negotiate at the global level to receive funds for climate change adaptation. During the 8FYP
period Bangladesh needs to invest in green energy, green building, green transportation and green
agriculture.

The 8FYP has a lot of significance compared to the previous plans since this is going to be initiated at a time
when Bangladesh will be celebrating its golden jubilee of independence. We expect that this plan will
achieve its targets much better than the previous plans. Let this plan also change the yardstick of
achievement from GDP growth to inclusivity and distributive justice.

Dhaka Metro Rail
Metro Rail is one of the most popular forms of public transport in many major cities around the world. The
first rapid transit system was introduced in London in 1863, which is now a part of the ‘London
Underground’. Dhaka Metro Rail, informally known as the Dhaka Metro, is an approved mass rapid transit
system under construction in Dhaka, the capital city of Bangladesh. The first Metro Rail known as Mass
Rapid Transit or MRT-6 starts from Uttara to Motijheel. The project was approved under the fast-tracking
method in the Executive Committee of the National Economic Council or ECNEC on 18 December 2012
and it was inaugurated by the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on 26 June 2016. The project will add to a total
five lines and six route. 1.e. MRT Lines 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6. The total length of the Metro Rail will be 128.741
km where the underground track is 61.172 km and the elevated track is 67.569 km.
Impacts of Dhaka Metro Rail:
Escape from Traffic Congestion
The traffic jam causes massive economic loss in Bangladesh. According to a study of BUET conducted in
2018, the traffic congestion of Dhaka city costs $4.4 Bn annually, which 1s more than 10% of the national
budget.If the value of wasted working hours is being taken into account, the loss becomes huge which
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creates a negative impact on the national economy. The Metro Rail project will save $2.4 Bn each year
which is equal to 1.5% of the national GDP. Apart from that, Metro Rail will ease the transportation for
more than 15 million people of Dhaka and speed up daily life, which will create a bigger positive impact on
the economy.

Employment

Metro Rail operation and maintenance will require a lot of manpower, which will create many job
opportunities in Bangladesh. every Metro Rail station will have an operating room, ticket counters, lounges,
waste management plant, prayer place, fire extinguishing system, escalators, lifts, and so on. The authority is
already publishing circulars to recruit new employees. Apart from that, the commercial hubs around the
stations will require a bunch of workforces to operate the business. All those employment will increase
financial activity and ultimately contribute to the national economy.

Businesses Around the Stations

Due to the Metro Rail, the transit system will increase, and numerous privately-held businesses will spring
up around the stations. Furthermore, because of the enhanced transportation infrastructure, new firms will
have the opportunity to flourish, while current businesses will benefit. Overall, these businesses placed near
stations and routes will contribute considerably to the country’s GDP.

Convenience and Safety

Metro Rail will be a convenient medium of transportation for the people of Dhaka. Because it will provide
an air-conditioned transportation facility with abundant passenger capacity, it will carry around 60,000
passengers per hour, and every 4 minutes, a train will be available at each station. Besides that, women often
face hurdles in using existing public transport. This includes long waiting hours during peak times, physical
or verbal harassment, shortage of seats, safely getting on or off the bus, and finding suitable transport. These
are some reasons why women are becoming more reluctant to use existing public transportation systems.
Thus, they will be more interested in traveling via Metro Rail. As a result, women’s participation in the
workplace will increase.

Technological Advancement

Metro Rail will infuse the population of our country into a new era of technological advancement. In foreign
countries, the Metro Rail and other public transportation mediums merged to create an advanced route
system for people to travel to their destination with just one payment card. In Bangladesh, the system has
already been developed in Metro Rail. The system can be gradually extended to all types of public
transportation. This will help bring digitization to the country’s transportation system as well as gradually
move towards a cashless economy.

Decentralization of Urban Population

The density of the population can be reduced from Dhaka city once the Metro Rail comes into operation.
People can stay outside the city by spending much less on house rent and come to Dhaka easily for office
and other purposes. For example, people living in Gazipur or Narayanganj areas can travel to the main city
within less than an hour once all the routes are complete. Every Metro Rail route has scope for expansion in
the future. So, the whole transit system can be expanded to nearby towns. People currently living in these
areas can also join the workforce of the main city without living there.

Impact on the Environment

All vehicles running on Dhaka’s streets rely on fossil fuels, which contribute significantly to environmental
pollution. In addition, substantial development initiatives are underway in Dhaka and its surroundings. As a
result, Dhaka has consistently topped the list of the world’s most polluted cities in recent years. Metro Rail
will positively impact the environment of the capital city. Air pollution of Dhaka is much more intense than
in many other megacities. Since Metrorail is ‘electricity powered’ and can carry more passengers per hour,
the propensity to travel in Dhaka by bus and other modes of transportation would decline.

The metro rail network 1s planned to expand to the adjacent districts of Dhaka with a view to reducing traffic
congestion and lessening migrating population pressure on the capital.
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