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1. Translate the following passage into English. 25 marks
An unwinnable war
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Joe Biden has called time on America’s longest war.
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The decision exposes the limits of US power and
leaves an uncertain future
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Britain’s former prime-minister Harold Macmillan is
said to have told colleagues that the first law of
politics should be “never invade Afghanistan”.

IRC Wy, FSAEHT IS AYE YT WA ©lF
TRFNME IERE (@, Ao 944w [T zem T

“STFANBITT FACT AT Fed 7 |

It was a lesson that imperial Britain had learned the
hard way, following three separate casualty-strewn
incursions in the 19th and 20th centuries.
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After 11 September 2001, when al-Qaida radicals,
based in Afghanistan and protected by the Taliban
government, successfully attacked New York and
Washington, the lesson was quickly forgotten.
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Instead, the United States, backed by Britain and
Nato, launched a retaliatory campaign to destroy al-
Qaida and overthrow the Taliban.
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After spectacular initial success, marked by the
unexpected collapse of Kabul and massive bombing of
the al-Qaida presence in the eastern mountains, the
military campaign became overcommitted and, in the
end, even faced defeat.
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Western ambitions were long on idealised visions of
the postwar order, but short on a grasp of regional
realities and military capabilities.
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The Taliban regrouped and rearmed. Long attritional
years of civil conflict followed.
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This week, almost 20 years in, Joe Biden has decided
America has at last had enough of an unwon and
unwinnable war.
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He is bringing the troops home.
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America’s allies, including Britain, will now follow the
US through the exit door.
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In his televised address this week, Mr Biden
announced that nearly 10,000 US and Nato troops —
including 750 from the UK — will start pulling out
within weeks.
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All of them will be gone in time for the 20th
anniversary of the 9/11 attacks later this year.
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The president’s words were a valediction over what,
in the end and in spite of its achievements, has been a
failed campaign.
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“We cannot continue the cycle of extending or
expanding our military presence in Afghanistan,
hoping to create ideal conditions for the withdrawal
and expecting a different result,” the president said.
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He is surely right.
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Donald Trump had reached a similar conclusion from

a different, more isolationist standpoint, although,
unlike Mr Biden, without consulting his allies first.

(OIS B ¢ Ol Wama MY (@I gFR A 2ol

e fifees SR (A SRl G Praite etk g @i
3T G FE 7 |



BCS 0Oditi (01904-433500)

None of that will stop congressional Republicans
denouncing Mr Biden’s decision as reckless.

- (&1 qI30eE (@ PraeE (W 91 @ [eikEeea e @
Prare R AT 7 F0F QSE 1 |

The US president’s announcement exposes some of
the limits of 21st-century American power.
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It is true that, while the US has been engaged in
Afghanistan, education has blossomed across much of
the country, including for girls, who were largely
excluded by the Taliban.
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Life expectancy, now at 65, has risen each year.
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But these gains remain fragile and their future is
highly uncertain.
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When the Russian-backed Afghan regime collapsed in the
early 1990s, the Taliban were able to take back control
quickly.
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The same thing may happen after America’s departure 30
years later.
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Peace talks are continuing, but the Taliban will now have
less reason to treat them seriously.
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Mr Biden’s decision marks the death of a particular kind
of American hubris.
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New forms of warfare, increasingly technologically
ambitious and involving fewer ground troops than in
earlier wars such as Vietnam, were championed two
decades ago by the former US defence secretary Donald
Rumsfeld.
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They have not achieved the goals that he claimed.
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Winning this kind of war without major troop
commitments has not worked.
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Afghan opinion has been more divided and is marked by
greater hostility to the US than the simplistic western
assumptions of 2001 ever allowed.
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Regional hostilities have not been overcome.
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American public opinion has also become increasingly
hostile towards committing to the conflicts.
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The nation-building claims that were made about
Afghanistan and, later, lraq have been exposed as
unachievable.
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A lot of this was predicted and predictable when the
conflict was launched.
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But there is very little satisfaction to be drawn from
seeing it come to pass amid continuing uncertainty and
insecurity for so many Afghan men and women.
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Editorial
The Guardian
(15 April 2021)
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2. Answer the questions below. Do not copy any
sentence from the passage above. Write the answers
In your own sentences having your own wordings and
phrasing. 10 x 3 = 30 marks

a) What is the passage about?

Ans: The passage mainly deals with/ discusses the
end of the US war in Afghanistan. President Joe
Biden recently announced the withdrawal of all US
troops from Afghanistan this year. This article also
analyses the consequences of the longest war in
American history.

b) What was the experience of British Empire in
Afghanistan?

Ans: Britain fought three bloody wars with
Afghanistan in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
In none of the three wars did the British win
exclusively or ultimately. On the contrary, the British
forces suffered heavy casualties. From then on, the
British had learned that it was not wise to get involved
in the war in Afghanistan.

c) Who attacked Afghanistan for what reasons?
Ans: The United States launched a revengeful attack
on Afghanistan in 2001. Earlier, on September 11,
2001, al-Qaeda militants backed by the Taliban
government in Afghanistan carried out terrorist
attacks in Washington and New York. The US
government was furious at the invasion of
Afghanistan.
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d) Why has the US as well as its allies decided to

withdraw troops from Afghanistan?
Ans: The United States and its allies have decided to
withdraw troops from Afghanistan. Because even
though they had achieved spectacular success in the
early days of the war and were able to occupy
Afghanistan, they have not been able to permanently
eradicate Al-Qaeda and the Taliban from the country.
Rather, it has been in conflict with the Taliban and US
forces for years. So it has been decided to withdraw
US troops from Afghanistan in order to reduce the
casualties of more Western troops and reduce their
unnecessary war costs.

e) How does the US President’s declaration reveal
the limitations of American power in the 21st
century?

Ans: The US President's announcement of an end to
the war in Afghanistan inevitably points to the
limitations of US power. America is now recognized
as the world's superpower. But after a 20-year war
with a fragile country like Afghanistan, they did not
win. So it is clear to everyone that excessive military
spending and sophisticated weapons do not determine
the victory of a war. In this way, America's weakness
in the Afghan war has been exposed to the world.

f) In what areas did Afghan public life improve
during the US occupation in Afghanistan?
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Ans: The war imposed by the Americans in
Afghanistan has resulted in numerous deaths and
property losses. However, there are some positive
aspects of this war. Afghanistan's education system
was shrunk during the Taliban regime. Women were
deprived of education. But now the education system
for people of all walks of life, including women, has
expanded exponentially. In addition, the average life
expectancy of people has increased every year.

g) What may now happen in Afganistan after

America’s leaving 30 years later?
Ans: When the Americans leave Afghanistan, there is
a strong possibility that the Taliban leadership will
return. Because history testifies that soon after the
collapse of the Russian-backed Afghan government in
the early 1990s, the Taliban were able to regain control
quickly. The Taliban will also not show much interest
in any peace talks with the West, including the United
States.

h) Who do you think has won the Afghan war?
Ans: In his speech, US President Joe Biden himself
expressed deep dissatisfaction over the war in
Afghanistan. Sad but true is the fact that he could not
claim victory for America in this war. Although the
United States won the war temporarily, the Taliban
were not defeated. But at this moment, it is obvious
that that the Taliban have been victorious since the US
forces including bag and baggage finally withdrew
from Afghanistan on August 31, 2021.
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1) What did you mean by American hubris?

Ans: American Hubris refers to America's exclusive
arrogance. We see that America has been playing the
role of "big brother" all over the world in the
aftermath of the First World War and the Cold War.
It's pride and arrogance as the world's greatest
superpower was endless. America would not hesitate
to launch an aggressive attack against any country if it
went against USA interests. Its pride has been
shattered in the Afghan war.

J) Write a suitable title of the passage.

Ans: People's thoughts differ from one person to
another. Each person may think differently about what
the title of a passage will be. However, after a
thorough analysis of the entire passage, | think that a
suitable title may be:

‘An undefeated end to a long war"
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3. Write a summary of the passage within 100 words.
25 marks
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US President's declaration of the end to the US war in
Afghanistan is the key attention of the passage. The
US forces launched a war in Afghanistan in revenge
for the One-Eleven attacks. Although America saw
some victory in the beginning of the war, they could
not declare their victory in the end. Faced with
regional realities and military constraints, the US-led
coalition has decided to withdraw all troops. Joe
Biden's announcement indicates the limitations of US
power. At the same time, it proves that sophisticated
weapons and excessive warfare are not the ultimate
determiner for winning a war.

(Total words- 99)



