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Top 35 Figures of Speech 
 
1. Alliteration (AbycÖvm)              *(1, 5 Ges 8 bs GKmv‡_ wgwj‡q co–b) 

 

 The repetition of an initial consonant sound. The repetition can 

be put side by side. (GKB aŸwb ev aŸwb¸‡”Qi cybtcybt web¨vm‡K AbycÖvm e‡j| AbycÖvm 

mvaviYZ k‡ãi cÖ_‡g, gv‡S I †k‡l _v‡K|) †hgb- 

 "sleepy sun sank slowly over the sea"  

 KvK Kv‡jv, †KvwKj Kv‡jv, Kv‡jv Kb¨vi †Kk|  

 But a better butter makes a batter (বিঠো) better. 

 ‘Water, water, every where  

   Nor any drop to drink. 
 A big bully (মোস্তোন) beats a baby boy. 

 Pzj Zvi K‡eKvi AÜKvi wew`kvi wbkv|  - Rxebvb›` `vm| 

 I‡i wen½, I‡i wen½ †gvi, 

 GLb AÜ, eÜ K‡iv bv cvLv| - iex›`ªbv_ VvKzi| 
 

 

2. Allegory (iƒcKag©x iPbv ) 

A story or picture with two or more different meanings– a literal 

meaning and one or more symbolic meanings. The setting, 

characters, and things that happen inside an allegory are symbols 

for ideas or qualities. (iƒcK ej‡Z Ggb ai‡bi iPbv †evSvq, †hLv‡b †jLK Zvi 

†Kv‡bv we‡kl fve ev ZË¡‡K mivmwi cÖKvk bv K‡i Ab¨ †Kv‡bv evwn¨K NUbv, wPÎ BZ¨vw` 

Avov‡j †i‡L mgvšÍivjfv‡e e¨wÄZ K‡i _v‡Kb| Allegory A_© n‡”Q- Ab¨ wKQz eySv‡bv|) 

 

mvwn‡Z¨  Allegory Gi wKQz D`vniYt 

  Edmund Spenser – The Faerie Queene: The several knights in the 

poem actually stand for several virtues. 

  William Shakespeare – The Tempest: a fight between good and evil 

on a deserted island. 

  John Bunyan – The Pilgrim's Progress: The journey of the 

protagonists Christian and Evangelist symbolises the ascension of 

the soul from earth to Heaven. 

  Nathaniel Hawthorne – Young Goodman Brown: The Devil's Staff 

symbolises defiance of God. The characters' names, such as 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Pilgrim%27s_Progress
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Goodman and Faith, ironically serve as paradox in the conclusion 

of the story. 

  Nathaniel Hawthorne – The Scarlet Letter: The scarlet letter 

symbolizes many things. The characters, while developed with 

interiority, are allegorical in that they represent ways of seeing the 

world. Symbolism is also prominent. 

  George Orwell – Animal Farm: The pigs stand for political figures 

of the Russian Revolution. 
 

3. Allusion (c‡ivÿ D‡jøL/ Bw½Z) 

A short mention of a famous historical or literary person or event. The 

use allusions is not confined to literature alone. †Kvb weL¨vZ e¨w³ ev HwZnvwmK 

NUbv‡K c‡iv¶fv‡e Dc ’̄vcb Kiv| GQvov welq‡f‡` GKB e¯‘i wewfbœ `„wó‡Kv‡Yi `k©‡b †h 

†mŠ›`h© m„wó nq Zv‡K D‡jøL Aj¼vi/ Allusion ejv nq| D`vniY:  

   †n Zš̂x, †fvMxi Zzwi Kvgbvi ab 

       Zc¯^xq wefxwlKv, Kwei ¯^cb|  - k¨vgvc` PµeZ©x 

   -GLv‡b GKB ÔZš̂xÕ‡K Kvgbvi, wefxwlKvi Ges ¯̂cœ e‡j wewfbœ „̀wó‡KvY †_‡K  

    MÖnY Kiv n‡q‡Q|  

 Jamat-e-Islami is the Achilles’ Heel of BNP.  Here Achilles’ Heel means 

weak point. 

  “Don’t act like a Romeo in front of her.” – “Romeo” is a reference to 

Shakespeare’s Romeo, a passionate lover of Juliet, in “Romeo and Juliet”. 

  The rise in poverty will unlock the Pandora’s box of crimes. – This is 

an allusion to one of Greek Mythology’s origin myth, “Pandora’s box”. 

  “This place is like a Garden of Eden.” – This is a biblical allusion to the 

“garden of God” in the Book of Genesis. 

  “Hey! Guess who the new Newton of our school is?” – “Newton”, 

means a genius student, alludes to a famous scientist Isaac Newton. 

  “Stop acting like my ex-husband please.” – Apart from scholarly 

allusions we refer to common people and places in our speech. 

*Hymm (†ng): gv‡b ¯ZeMvb ev agx©q Mvb| gnvb mªóvi cÖksmv K‡i †h Mvb 

cwi‡ekb Kiv nq Zv‡K Hymm e‡j| 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nathaniel_Hawthorne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Scarlet_Letter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Orwell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Animal_Farm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Revolution
http://literarydevices.net/tag/shakespeare/
http://literarydevices.net/tag/romeo-and-juliet/
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প্যোনয় োেোে েোক্স:  

প্যোয়ডোেো বিক পুেোণ ময়ত প্রথম নোেী। অব ম্পোয়েে নেেতোেো যখন টোইটোনয়েে কোছ নথয়ক স্বগ গ 

বছবনয়়ে নন়ে, তোেও বকছু কো  িয়ে তোেো পৃবথেীয়ত নতুন প্রোণী সৃবি কেোে কথো ভোয়ে। এেং নে 

েোব়েত্ব নে়েো হ়ে এবিয়ময়থউে ও প্রবমবথউে নোয়মে দুই ভোইয়ক। এবিয়ময়থউে পৃবথেীয়ত নতুন প্রোনীে 
সৃবি কয়ে এেং তোয়েে ভোয় ো ভোয় ো গুন বেয়়ে নে়েো হ়ে। িয়ে প্রবমবথউে নেয়খ মোনুষয়ক নে়েোে মত 

নকোন বেয়েষ গুনই আে েোবক ননই। নে তখন স্বগ গ নথয়ক আগুন চুবে কয়ে এয়ন মেনেী  মোনুয়ষে 

হোয়ত তুয়  নে়ে । আগুন চুবে কেো়ে নেেেোজ বজউে প্রবমবথউে ও মোনে জোবতে উিয়ে নেয়গ বগয়়ে 
তোয়েে েোবস্ত নে়েোে জন্য, নহয়েথোেয়ক বেয়়ে একটি মোটিে ততেী নোেী েোবনয়়ে ননন, এেং যোে নোম 

নে়েো হ়ে প্যোয়ডোেো। প্রয়তেক নেেতোই অেেোন নেয়খয়ছ প্যোয়ডোেো নক গয়়ে তু য়ত, েেোই বকছু নো 
বকছু উিহোে বেয়়েয়ছ প্যোয়ডোেোয়ক। প্যোয়ডোেোয়ক ততেী কেোে জন্য ভোয় োেোেোে নেেী আয়রোবেবতয়ক 

নেয়ছ নো়েো হ়ে ময়   বহয়েয়ে, আয়রোবেবত তোয়ক নে়ে নেৌন্দর্য্গ- োেণ্য-আকোঙ্ক্ষো। হোবম গে তোয়ক 

নে়ে চোতুয গ ও দৃঢ়তো, এেোয়িোয় ো বনয়জ তোয়গ েঙ্গীত নেখো়ে এভোয়ে প্রয়তেক নেেতোই তোয়েে 
বনয়জয়েে নেেোটো বেয়়ে েোবজয়়ে নতোয়  প্যোয়ডোেোয়ক। েেয়েয়ষ নেেেোজ বজউয়েে 

স্ত্রী নহেো প্যোয়ডোেোয়ক উিহোে নে়ে নহেোে অনন্য তেবেিে নকৌতূহ । প্যোয়ডোেোয়ক নেেতোয়েে তেে 
নথয়ক উিহোে বহয়েয়ে িোঠোয়নো হ়ে এবিয়ময়থউয়েে কোয়ছ, তোয়ক ে ো হ়ে তোে ভোই এে কৃতকয়ম গে 

জন্য তোে ওিে নকোন েোগ ননই নেটো প্রমোণ কেোে জন্য বজউে এই উিহোে িোঠিয়়েয়ছ। 

এবিয়ময়থউয়েে ভবেষ্যৎদ্রিো ভোই প্রবমবথউে তোয়ক বনয়ষধ কয়েবছয় ো নেেতোয়েে নকোন উিহোে িহণ 

কেয়ত। বকন্তু প্যোয়ডোেোয়ক নেখোমোত্র তোে নপ্রয়ম িয়়ে যোন এবিয়ময়থউে। এবিয়ময়থউে-প্যোয়ডোেোে 

বেয়়েয়ত প্যোয়ডোেোয়ক নেেেোজ বজউে উিহোে নেন এক অপূে গ েোক্স বকন্তু বনয়ষধ কয়ে নেন এটি 

খু য়ত। যতবেন এটি েন্ধ থোকয়ে ততবেন ই সুয়খ-েোবিয়ত এবিয়ময়থউে ঘে কেয়ত িোেয়ে প্যোয়ডোেো 

এটোও েয় ন বতবন। নেেেোজ বজউয়েে বনয়ষধোজ্ঞো িেোস্ত হ়ে নেেেোণী নহেোে নে়েো উিহোে নকৌতূহ  

এে কোয়ছ। বেয়়েে উিহোে একেোে নেখয়ত প্যোয়ডোেো েোক্সটি নখো োমোত্র েোক্সেন্দী নেোগ-জেো-বহংেো-

নেষ-ন োভ-বমথ্যো ইতেোবে েে স্বগী়ে বনচুতো ছব়েয়়ে িয়ে মোনুয়ষে পৃবথেীয়ত, প্যোয়ডোেো যখন েোক্সটো 

েন্ধ কেয়ত িোয়ে তখন শুধু আেো েয়়ে যো়ে নেই েোয়ক্স। এভোয়েই পৃবথেীে প্রথম ও একমোত্র েে গগুয়ণ 

গুণোবিত স্বগী়ে মোনেী পৃবথেীে জন্য বনয়়ে আয়ে নোেকী়ে দুয়ভ গোগ। এবিবমবথউে ঘয়ে বেয়ে নেখয় ন, 
প্যোনয় োেো কোাঁেয়ছন। এেিে এবিবমবথউেয়ক নেখোয়নোে জন্য প্যোনয় োেো আেোে েোক্সটি খু য় ন 

এেং তখন নথয়ক একটি উজ্জ্ব  হোবে বনয়য় নেরুয় ো েোয়ক্সে েেয়চয়য় শুভতো, ‘আেো’। ‘আেো’ 

প্যোনয় োেোয়ক ধন্যেোে জোনোয় ো তোয়ক মুক্ত কয়ে নেয়োে জন্য এেং নেও চয়  নগ  মোনুয়ষে কোয়ছ। 

এই আেোই মোনেজোবতয়ক টিবকয়য় নেয়খয়ছ প্রোগগবতহোবেককো  নথয়ক। েক  অশুভে ময়ে একমোত্র 

আেোই েয়য়য়ছ যো েোাঁবচয়য় েোখয়ছ েক  শুভ েম্ভোেনোয়ক। 

 

https://bn.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%E0%A6%8F%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%A5%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%89%E0%A6%B8&action=edit&redlink=1
https://bn.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%89%E0%A6%B8
https://bn.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%89%E0%A6%B8
https://bn.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%AB%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF
https://bn.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B8
https://bn.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%A6%8F%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%B2%E0%A7%8B
https://bn.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%A6%B9%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BE
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4. Anecdote (†Kvb e¨w³ ev NUbv‡K †K› ª̀ K‡i †QvULv‡Uv AvKl©Yxq gRvi Mí) 
 

 A short and humorous (funny) story about a real event or 

person. An anecdote is a short and amusing but serious account, 

which may depict a real/fake incident or character. †hgb- 

 A mother tells her son a story about a family vacation when she 

was growing up. 
 

5. Anaphora                         *(GKmv‡_ 1, 5 Ges 8 bs wgwj‡q co–b) 

The repetition of the same word or phrase at the beginning of 

successive clauses or verses. †hgb- 

 “Every day, every night, in every way, I am getting better and 

better” 

 “My life is my purpose. My life is my goal. My life is my 

inspiration.” 

 “I want my money right now, right here, all right?” 

6. Antithesis (ci¯úiwe‡ivax kãvejx e¨envi ) 

The combination of contrasting ideas in balanced phrases. 

Antithesis, literal meaning opposite, is a rhetorical device in which 

two opposite ideas are put together in a sentence to achieve a 

contrasting effect.  

wKQz Common Antithesis Gi D`vniYt   

 Give every man thy ear, but few thy voice. 

 Man proposes, God disposes. 

 Love is an ideal thing, marriage a real thing. 

 Speech is silver, but silence is gold. 

 Patience is bitter, but it has a sweet fruit. 

 Money is the root of all evils: poverty is the fruit of all goodness. 

 You are easy on the eyes, but hard on the heart. 

mvwn‡Z¨  Antithesis Gi wKQz D`vniYt   

 

D`vniY # 1 

Alexander Pope in his “An Essay on Criticism” says: 

“To err is human; to forgive divine.” 

http://literarydevices.net/voice/
http://literarydevices.net/love/
http://literarydevices.net/root/
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D`vniY # 2 

The opening lines of Charles Dickens’ novel “A Tale of Two Cities” 

provides an unforgettable antithesis example: 

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age 

of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it 

was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season 

of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we 

had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going 

direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way.”  

(we. ª̀. 35Zg wewmGm wjwLZ cixÿvq GB AskUzKzi Bs‡iwR †_‡K evsjvq Abyev` G‡mwQ‡jv) 
 

D`vniY # 3  

In Shakespeare’s “Julius Caesar” we notice antithesis in 

characters of “Mark Antony” and “Marcus Brutus”. Brutus is portrayed 

as a “noblest of Romans” close to Caesar and a person who loved Rome 

and Caesar. Antony, on the contrary, is shown as a man with evil 

intentions of harming Caesar and taking charge of Rome. These 

antithetical characters highlight the conflict in the play. 
 
 

D`vniY # 4 

John Milton in “Paradise Lost” says: 

“Better to reign in Hell, than serve in Heav’n.” 
 
 

7. Apostrophe (m‡¤̂vab Aj¼vi) 

Breaking off discourse to address some absent person or thing, some 

abstract quality, an inanimate object, or a nonexistent character. †hgb- 

 Oh! Lift me as wave, a leaf, a cloud! (wc we †kwj)  

 Twinkle, twinkle, little star, 

How I wonder what you are. 

Up above the world so high, 

Like a diamond in the sky.  
                   (A well-known nursery rhyme “The Star” by Jane Taylor) 

 

 

8. Assonance (¯̂ivbycÖvm)→ 

 

The same vowel sound of the short vowel “-e-” repeats itself in 

almost all the words excluding the definite article. The words do share 

the same vowel sounds but start with different consonant sounds unlike 

alliteration that involves repetition of the same consonant sounds. Below 
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are a few assonance examples that are more common. (GKB ¯^iaŸwbi 

cybtcybt web¨vm‡K assonance ev ¯̂ivbycÖvm e‡j)      *1, 5 Ges 8 bs GKmv‡_ wgwj‡q co–b 

wKQz Common Assonance Gi D`vniYt   

 We light fire on the mountain. 

 I feel depressed and restless. 

 Go and mow the lawn. 

 ‘Alone, alone, all, all alone  

Alone on a wide, wide sea.’ (The Rime of the Ancient Marriner) 

 The engineer held the steering to steer the vehicle. 
 

mvwn‡Z¨  Assonance Gi D`vniYt 

William Wordsworth employs assonance to create an internal rhyme in 

his poem “Daffodils”: 
 

“I wandered lonely as a cloud 

That floats on high o‘er vales and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd, 

A host, of golden daffodils; 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.” 
 
 

9. Aside Ges Soliloquy Gi g‡a¨ cv_©K¨ 

An aside is a dramatic device in which a character speaks to the 

audience. By convention the audience is to realize that the character's 

speech is unheard by the other characters on stage. It may be addressed 

to the audience expressly (in character or out) or represent an unspoken 

thought. 

mvwn‡Z¨  Aside Gi D`vniYt 

In the play Shakespeare's Macbeth, Macbeth has the following aside: 

Time, thou anticipatest my dread exploits. 
Here is another example in the Shakespeare play Hamlet:  

A little more than kin, and less than kind. 

A soliloquy is a device often used in drama when a character speaks to 

himself or herself, relating thoughts and feelings, thereby also sharing 

them with the audience, giving off the illusion of being a series of 

unspoken reflections. If other characters are present, they keep silent 

and/or are disregarded by the speaker.  
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mvwn‡Z¨ Soliloquy Gi D`vniYt 

To be, or not to be: that is the question: 

Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to suffer 

The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, 

Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, 

And by opposing end them? 
                             (The most famous soliloquy in Shakespeare's Hamlet) 
 

10. Blank Verse (AwgÎvÿi Q›`) 

 A Blank Verse is a poem with no rhyme at the end but does 

have iambic pentameter. This means it consists of lines of five feet, 

each foot being iambic, meaning two syllables long, one unstressed 

followed by a stressed syllable. [Blank Verse n‡jv: AšÍwgj wenxb Avqvw¤̂K 

†c›UvwgUvi PiY m¤̂wjZ c`¨Q›`| evsjv mvwn‡Z¨ AwgÎvÿi Q‡›`i cÖeZ©K gvB‡Kj gaym~`b `Ë] 
 

11. Ballad (†jvKMv_v) 

 A ballad is a form of verse, often a narrative set to music. It tells 

a grave story through dialogue and action.  

MxwZ KweZvi Avw` iƒc wn‡m‡e wePvi Kiv nq Mv_v ev e¨vjvW‡K| BZvwjq kã Ballare †_‡K 

e¨vjvW (Ballad) k‡ãi DrcwË| Ballare A_© Ôb„Z¨ KivÕ| A_©vr KweZvi m‡½ b„Z¨ I 

bvUKxqZvi wgkÖ‡Y Mv_vi m„wó|M v_v KweZvq †cÖg, ag©, exiZ¡, ivRbxwZ, mvgvwRK cÖm½, 

nvm¨i‡mi NUbv ’̄vb cvq| GQvovI †jvKRxeb ev MÖvgxY Rxe‡bi cÖm½I Gi welqe ‘̄| G‡Z 

e¨w³ wKsev mvgwóK Rxe‡bi †e`bv KiæY Kvwnbxi cÖvavb¨ _v‡K| e¨vjvW‡K MxwZKvwnbx ev 

Romantic Folck Song-I ejv nq | 

Ballad Gi D`vniY: 

Bs‡iwR mvwn‡Z¨ IqvW©m&Iqv_©, nvwW©, †KvjwiR, KxU&m cÖgyL Kwe G RvZxq cÖPzi KweZv 

wj‡L‡Qb| John Keats’s “La Belle Dame sans Merci,” Thomas Hardy’s “During 

Wind and Rain,” and Edgar Allan Poe’s “Annabel Lee.” etc. evsjv mvwn‡Z¨ G RvZxq 

KweZvi DrK…ó D`vniY Ô‰ggbwmsn MxwZKvÕ| GQvovI iex›`ªbv_ Mv_v KweZv AbyKi‡Y Ô¯úk©gwYÕ 

ÔcYiÿvÕ, Rmxg D`&`x‡bi ÔbKmx Kuv_vi gvVÕ Ô†mvRb evw`qvi NvUÕ Mv_v KweZvi AZzjbxq wb`k©b|  

 
 

12. Couplet (wØc`x †køvK) 

 Two lines with rhyming ends. Shakespeare often used a couplet to 

end a sonnet. (Avi Rhyme n‡jvt Repeatition of similar ending sounds.) 

Shakespeare'i  myweL¨vZ Sonnet 18 Gi †kl ỳB jvBb †`Lyb:  

Shall I compare thee to a summer's day? 

Thou art more lovely and more temperate: 

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May, 

And summer's lease hath all too short a date: 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/archive/poem.html?id=173740
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/archive/poem.html?id=184087
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/archive/poem.html?id=184087
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/archive/poem.html?id=174151
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Sometimes too hot the eye of heaven shines, 

And often is his gold complexion dimm'd; 

And every fair from fair sometime declines, 

By chance or nature's changing course untrimm'd; 

But thy eternal summer shall not fade 

Nor lose possession of that fair thou owest; 

Nor shall Death brag thou wander'st in his shade, 

When in eternal lines to time thou growest: 

So long as men can breathe or eyes can see, 

So long lives this and this gives life to thee. 
 

13. Comedy (wgjbvZ¥K bvUK) 

Aristotle Gi g‡Z, A comedy is an imitation of men worse than 

the average; worse however, not as regards any and every sorts of fault 

but only as regards particular kind, the ridiculous.  
Rxe‡bi nvwm-Avb›` fiv nvj&Kv (light) w`KUv Avb›`Nb cwi‡e‡k wgjb-gayi Av‡e‡k 

bvU‡K wPwÎZ n‡j Zv‡K K‡gwW (comedy) e‡j| Gme bvU‡K bvqK-bvwqKvi wgj‡bi †h cÖk¯Í iƒc 

dz‡U I‡V, Zv-B K‡gwWi †mŠ›`h© I `xwß| K‡gwW I Uªv‡RwWi wewfbœZv †kªwYMZ bq- gvÎvMZ| K‡gwWi 

nvm¨i‡mi myiwU e„w× †c‡Z nvm¨µ‡g AkÖæR‡j cwiYZ n‡j ZLbB Zv Uªv‡RwW‡Z iƒcvšÍi n‡Z cv‡i| 

A_©vr gvbe-Pwi‡Îi †h †KŠZzKven w`KwU cxob K‡i bv, e¨_v †`q bv, eiÂ nvm¨im m„wó K‡i ZvB 

K‡gwWi DcRxe¨| K‡gwWi †kÖwYwefvM: K‡gwW‡K †gvUvgywUfv‡e K‡qK †kÖwY‡Z fvM Kiv hvq| h_v-  

(1) Kve¨ag©x K‡gwW: K‡gwWi welq hLb we¯§„Z Kíbvi RMr †_‡K AvüZ nq ev †h K‡gwW 

AZ¨waK Kíbv ev Av‡eMcÖeY, †m K‡gwW‡K Kve¨ag©x K‡gwW ejv nq| D`vniY- Shakespeare 

Gi Twelfth Night| 
 

(2) PµvšÍg~jK K‡gwW: †h K‡gwW‡Z cvÎ-cvÎxiv lohš¿g~jK AvPi‡Yi Øviv cÖwZcÿ‡K bv‡Rnvj 

Kivi ga¨ w`‡q bvU¨ cwiYwZ Awbevh© K‡i †Zv‡j- †m K‡gwW‡K PµvšÍg~jK K‡gwW ejv nq| G 

†kÖwYi bvU‡K PwiÎv¼b A‡cÿv AvL¨vbfvM iPbvi Ici †ewk ¸iæZ¡ †`Iqv nq| Dryden Gi 

'The Spanish Friar'. ÿx‡iv` cÖmv‡`i ÔRqkÖxÕ G †kÖwYfz³ bvUK|  
 

(3) msjvcag©x K‡gwW: K‡gwW‡Z hLb msjv‡ci cÖvavb¨ m~wPZ nh, ZLb Zv‡K msjvcag©x K‡gwW 

ejv nq| PwiÎmg~‡ni Awfe¨w³i ‡ÿ‡Î NUbv ev AvL¨vbfvM A‡cÿv msjv‡ci wewkóZvB †ewk 

Kvh©Kix nq| Shakespeare Gi As You like it, iex›`ªbv‡_i ÔwPiKzgvi mfvÕ G RvZxq K‡gwW|  
 

(4) Farce (dvm©) ev cÖnmb: G RvZxq K‡gwW‡Z PwiÎ m„wó I msjv‡ci cÖvav‡b¨i cwie‡Z© GKwU 

mvgwMÖK nvm¨imvZ¥K cwiw ’̄wZ m„wó Kiv nq Ges NUbv, PwiÎ cÖf…wZ me †ÿ‡ÎB m¤¢ve¨Zvi we‡kl 

†Kv‡bv eva¨evaKZv _v‡K bv|  

(5) Comedy of Humour (wnDgvi K‡gwW): G RvZxq bvU‡K A¯̂vfvweK I †ivgvÂKi 

cwiw ’̄wZ wbg©vY ev fvev‡e‡Mi AvwZkh¨ cwijwÿZ nq|  
 

(6) Comedy of Manners (K‡gwW Ad g¨vbvi&m ev DBU): G RvZxq K‡gwW‡Z mvgvwRK 

ixwZ c×wZ ev AvPvi-AvPiY Dc ’̄vcbvB gyL¨ welq| GLv‡b Av‡e‡Mi cwie‡Z© Pwi‡Îi eyw×e„wË‡K 

cÖvavb¨ †`Iqv nq| It is also known as Restoration Comedy. 
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14. Chiasmus: (evK¨vj¼vi) 

A verbal pattern in which the second half of an expression is 

balanced against the first but with the parts reversed. 

mvwn‡Z¨  Chiamus Gi D`vniYt 

D`vniY #1 

 “Love as if you would one day hate, 

and hate as if you would one day love.”  

– Bias (6th Century B.C.) 
 

D`vniY #2 

 “Bad men live that they may eat and drink, 

whereas good men eat and drink that they may live.” – Socrates (5th 

Century B.C.) 
 

D`vniY #3 

“His time a moment, and a point his space.”  
      (Alexander Pope, Essay on Man) 

D`vniY #5 

 “Do I love you because you’re beautiful? 

Or are you beautiful because I love you?” (Oscar Hammerstein, Do I 

Love You Because You’re Beautiful?) 
 

D`vniY #6 

 “In his face. Divine compassion visibly appeered, 
Love without end, and without measure Grace” (John Milton,  Paradise Lost) 
 
 

15. Elegy (GwjwR ev †kvKMxwZ) 
 

g~j wMÖK kã Elegeia Gi A_© n‡jv lament, †e`bvi AvwZ©| GB kã †_‡K 

Elegy k‡ãi DrcwË| Elegia ev Elegos †Kej †kvK A_© †evSv‡Z e¨eüZ n‡Zv bv| 

cÖvPxb wMÖK Ges j¨vwUb mvwn‡Z¨ GwjwRqvK (Elegiac) bv‡g 6+5 gvÎvq iwPZ GK ai‡bi 

KweZv cÖPwjZ wQj| mg‡qi weeZ©‡b GwjwR ej‡Z GLb †Kej †kvK KweZv‡KB †evSvq| G 

ixwZi KweZvq Kwei e¨w³MZ †kvK we‡kl ai‡bi †kvK KweZv|  

S. T. Coleridge Gi g‡Z, 

Elegy is a form of poetry natural to the reflective mind. It may 

treat of any subject, but it must treat of no subject for itself; but always 

and exclusively with reference to the poet. As he will feel regret for the 

past or desire for the future, so sorrow and love became the principal themes 
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of the elegy. Elegy presents every thing as lost and gone or absent and 

future. 

A famous example of elegy is Thomas Gray's Elegy Written in a 

Country Churchyard (1750). wMÖK Kwe weqb iwPZ Lament for Adonis we‡kl 

ai‡bi †kvK KweZv| Milton Gi Lycidus Ges Shelley Gi Adonis Ges evsjv 

mvwn‡Z¨ hZx› ª̀bv_ †mb¸‡ßi Ô22 †k kÖveY 1348Õ iex› ª̀bv‡_i KweZv¸”Q Ô¯§iYÕ, KvRx 

bRiæj Bmjv‡gi ÔwPËbvgvÕ, Rmxg D`&`x‡bi ÔKeiÕ G RvZxq KweZvi Abb¨ `„óvšÍ|  

 
 

16. Euphemism (kÖæwZKUz c‡`i cwie‡Z© †KvgjZi c‡`i cÖ‡qvM) 

The substitution of an inoffensive (harmless) expression for 

one considered offensively explicit. 
Euphemism Examples in Everyday Life 

     Euphemism is frequently used in everyday life. †hgb- 

 You are becoming a little thin on top (bald). 

 Our teacher is in the family way (pregnant). 

 He is always tired and emotional (drunk). 

 We do not hire mentally challenged (stupid) people. 

 He is a special child (disabled or retarded). 

mvwn‡Z¨  Euphemism Gi D`vniYt 
 
 

 

D`vniY #1 

   John Donne in his poem “The Flea” employs euphemism. He says: 
“Mark but this flea, and mark in this, 

How little that which thou denies me is;   

It suck’d me first, and now sucks thee, 

And in this flea our two bloods mingled be. 

Thou know’st that this cannot be said 

A sin, nor shame, nor loss of maidenhead; 

Yet this enjoys before it woo, 

And pamper’d swells with one blood made of two;         Euphemism Gi D`vniY 

And this, alas! is more than we would do.” 

In order to persuade his beloved to sleep with him, the speaker in 

the poem tells her how a flea bit both of them and their blood got mixed 

in it. This is a euphemism. 
 

D`vniY #2 

Examples of euphemism referring to sex are found in William 

Shakespeare’s “Othello” and “Antony and Cleopatra”. In “Othello”, Act 

1 Scene 1, Iago tells Brabantio: 
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“I am one, sir, that comes to tell you your daughter and the Moor 

are now making the beast with two backs.” 

Here, the expression “making the beast with two backs” refers to the act 

of having sex. 
 

D`vniY #3 

 “The Squealer”, a character in George Orwell’s “Animal 

Farm”, uses euphemisms to help “the pigs” achieve their political ends. 

To announce the reduction of food to the animals of the farm, Orwell 

quotes him saying: 

“For the time being,” he explains, “it had been found necessary to 

make a readjustment of rations.” 
Substituting the word “reduction” with “readjustment” was an attempt 

to suppress the complaints of other animals about hunger. It works because 

reduction means “cutting” food supply while readjustment implies changing the 

current amount of food. 

 
 

17. Hyperbole (AwZk‡qvw³) 

An extravagant statement; the use of exaggerated terms for 

the purpose of emphasis or heightened effect (ev Í̄‡ei †P‡q AwZiwÄZ K‡i 

ejv). A hyperbole is an extreme exaggeration used to make a point. It 

is like the opposite of “understatement.” Hyperboles are comparisons, 

like similes and metaphors, but are extravagant and even ridiculous. A 

boring story can come to life or become comical with the use of a 

hyperbole. Some examples of hyperboles include:  

 
 

wKQz Common Hyperbole Gi D`vniYt 

 “I’ve told you a million times.” 

 I am so hungry I could eat a horse. 

 This car goes faster than the speed of light. 

 That new car costs bazillion dollars. 

 That joke is so old, the last time I heard it I was riding on a 

dinosaur. 

 They ran like greased lightning. 

 He's got tons of money. 

 Her brain is the size of a pea. 

 He is older than the hills. 

 He is as skinny as a toothpick. 

 I have a million things to do. 
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Examples of hyperboles in advertising: 
 “adds amazing luster for infinite, mirror-like shine” (Brilliant 

Brunette shampoo) 

 “It doesn't get better than this” (Oscar Meyer) 
 

Example of hyperbole comes from "Hamlet" by Shakespeare: 

I loved Ophelia. Forty thousand brothers 

Could not with all their quantity of love 

Make up my sum. What wilt thou do for her? 
 

 

18. Irony (we`ªæc/ e¨vR ‘̄wZ) 

      The use of words to convey the opposite of their literal meaning. A 

statement or situation where the meaning is contradicted by the 

appearance or presentation of the idea. (wb›`v”Q‡j cÖksmv Ges cÖksmv”Q‡j wb›`v 

n‡j Irony/ e¨vR¯‘wZ Aj¼vi nq|) †hgb-  

(K) Ô†Q‡j fvj Z‡e g` cvb K‡i|Õ 

  - GLv‡b ÔfvjÕ Q‡j wb›`v Kiv n‡q‡Q|  

(L) ÔAwZ eo e„×cwZ wmw×‡Z wbcyY, 

       †Kvb ¸Y bvB Zvi Kcv‡j Av¸bÕ|   (fviZP› ª̀) 

- GLv‡b wb›`v”Q‡j cÖksmv ev ‘̄wZi e¨Äbv m„wó n‡q‡Q|  
 

wKQz Common Interesting Irony Gi D`vniYt 

 'The boy showed his merit by making twenty mistakes in ten 

minutes'. 

 My name is Ozymandias, King of king.  
 The name of Britain’s biggest dog was “Tiny”. 

 The butter is as soft as a marble piece. 

 “Brutus is an honourable man.”  

 He is a brilliant student because he failed in the exam. 
  

mvwn‡Z¨  Irony Gi D`vniYt 

  

D`vniY #1 

 “Go ask his name: if he be married. 

My grave is like to be my wedding bed.” 
(Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet”, Act I, Scene V.) 

Juliet commands her nurse to find out who Romeo was and says if he were 

married, then her wedding bed would be her grave. It is a verbal irony because 

the audience knows that she is going to die on her wedding bed. 
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D`vniY #2 

In the English drama “King Lear” written by Shakespeare, 

King Lear banished his youngest daughter Cordelia from his 

Kingdom; but in the end, she became his only shelter. 
 

D`vniY #3 

Irony examples are not only found in stage plays but in poems too. In his 

poem “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner”, Coleridge wrote: 

“Water, water, everywhere, 

And all the boards did shrink; 

Water, water, everywhere, 

Nor any drop to drink.” 

 
19. Litotes (GK RvZxq A_©vj¼vi hv‡Z bT_©K k‡ãi mvnv‡h¨ Zvi wecixZ 

m`_©K fvewU‡KB †Rviv‡jvfv‡e cÖKvk Kiv nq) 

 A figure of speech consisting of an understatement in 

which an affirmative is expressed by negating its opposite. 
Litotes, derived from a Greek word meaning “simple”, is a figure of 

speech which employs an understatement by using double negatives or, 

in other words, positive statement is expressed by negating its opposite 

expressions.  
 

A few examples of litotes from daily conversations: 

 They do not seem the happiest couple around. 

 The ice cream was not too bad. 

 New York is not an ordinary city. 

 I cannot disagree with your point of view. 

 William Shakespeare was not a bad playwright at all. 

 He is not the cleverest person I have ever met. 

 She is not unlike her mother. 

 A million dollars is not a little amount.   

 You are not doing badly at all. 

 Your apartment is not unclean. 
 

Examples of Litotes from Literature: 
 

D`vniY #1 

 “I am not unaware how the productions of the Grub Street brotherhood 

have of late years fallen under many prejudices.”  

        (Jonathan Swift,  A Tale of a Tub) 
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D`vniY #2 

 “Some say the world will end in fire, 

Some say in ice. 

From what I’ve tasted of desire 

I hold with those who favor fire. 

But if I had to perish twice, 

I think I know enough of hate 

To say that for destruction ice 

Is also great 

And would suffice.” 

                       “Fire and Ice” by Robert Frost 
 

20. Limerick (gRv`vi Qov) 

It is a humorous verse of three long and two short lines rhyming aabba. 

The third and fourth lines are usually shorter than the other three. GK 

K_vq, Limerick is a funny poem of five lines. 

GKwU Limerick Gi D`vniY: 

The limerick’s an art form complex 

Whose contents run chiefly to sex; 

It’s famous for virgins 

And masculine urgin’s 

And vulgar erotic effects. 
 

 

21. Lyric (MxwZ KweZv) 

A short poem with a song-like quality, or designed to be set to music; 

often conveying feelings, emotions, or personal thoughts. Lyric poetry 

is a formal type of poetry which expresses personal emotions or feelings, 

typically spoken in the first person. cªvPxb hy‡M, exYvev`‡bi m‡½ cwi‡ewkZ Mvb †K 

wjwiK ejv nZ| 
 

22. Metaphor (`„óvšÍ/iƒcKvj¼vi) 
 

An implied comparison between two unlike things that actually 

have something important in common. A metaphor is a word or phrase 

that is used to make a comparison between two people, things, animals, 

or places. Df‡qi g‡a¨ mvaviY ¸‡Yi D‡jøL bv K‡i, mgvb ag©hy³ `yB e ‘̄i mv „̀k¨ cÖ̀ k©bB 

Metaphor. GK K_vq: h_v, †hiƒc, †hgb (as, like) cÖf…wZ DcgvevPK k‡ãi 

cÖ‡qvM bv K‡i, ỳÕwU Am`„k wel‡qi g‡a¨ mivmwi Zzjbv Kiv‡K Metaphor/ `„óvšÍ 

e‡j| (Z‡e as, like, h_v, †hiƒc, †hgb cÖf„wZ DcgvevPK kã e¨envi K‡i `yÕwU Am`„k wel‡qi 

g‡a¨ Zzjbv Kiv‡K Simile e‡j- See at page 242)|  
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 †hgb:             

    (K)  Ôi½gvjv cy®úd‡j fvw½ c‡o Wvj| 

                                bvix ˆnqv †hŠeb, ivwLe KZKvj\Õ         -gqbvgZxi Mvb 

       GLv‡b Df‡qi g‡a¨ mv „̀k¨‡eva n‡jI Zvrch© wfbœ Ges †Kv_vI mv`„k¨evPK kã †bB|  
 

(L) Avgvq bv‡n †Mv, fvjevm ïay, fvjevm †gvi Mvb, 

    e‡bi cvLx‡i †K wP‡b iv‡L Mvb n‡j Aemvb|  

                            Puv‡`‡i †K Pvq, †RvQbv mevB hv‡P  

                           MxZ †k‡l exYv, c‡o _v‡K a~wj gv‡S|       - KvRx bRiæj Bmjvg 

 GLv‡b Kwe wb‡R‡K e‡bi cvwL, Puv`, †RvQbv Ges exYvi mv‡_ mivmwi Zzjbv Zzjbv K‡i‡Qb| 

 GLv‡b Dc‡gq- Ô†cÖwgKÕ (ÔAvgvqÕ k‡ã e¨wÄZ), Dcgvb- 'e‡bi cvLx', 'Puv`', '†RvQbv' Ges 

'exYv'| G ỳ‡qi g‡a¨ ev Í̄‡ei †Kv‡bv mv „̀k¨ †bB| wKš‘ Zv‡`i mvaviY ag©- †cÖwg‡Ki wb‡Ri cÖwZ 

bq, Zvi Mv‡bi cÖwZ fvjevmv; Avi Mvb †k‡l Mv‡bi cvLxi cÖwZ AvMÖ‡ni Afve- G ỳ‡qi g‡a¨ 

GKwU ~̀ivMZ mv „̀k¨ jÿ¨ Kiv hvq|  

wKQz Kid-Friendly Metaphors: 

 All the world's a stage. 

 Bangabandhu is the Himalays. 

 The curtain of night. 

 The snow is a white blanket.  

 The classroom was a zoo. 

 America is a melting pot.   

 Life is a roller coaster.   

 Their home was a prison.  

 His heart is a cold iron. 

 She is a peacock.  

 He is a shining star.  

 The alligator’s teeth are white daggers 

 The slide on the playground was a hot stove. 

 Her lovely voice was music to his ears.  

 Time is money. 

 My teacher is a dragon. 

 Tom’s eyes were ice. 

 The detective’s face was wood as he listened to her story. 

 She feels that life is a fashion show. 

 The world is a stage. 

 My kid’s room is a disaster area. 

 The children were flowers grown in concrete gardens. 

 Kisses are the flowers of affection. 
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 His words were cotton candy. 

 The cast on his broken leg was a plaster shackle. 

 Jane’s ambitions are a house of cards. 

 Her long hair was a flowing golden river. 

 Laughter is the music of the soul. 

 He is a night owl. 

 Maria is a chicken. 

 Her teddy bear was her best friend, never telling her secrets. 

 The peaceful lake was a mirror. 

 Terry was blue when his goldfish died. 

 The wind was an angry witch. 

 The ballerina was a swan, gliding across the stage. 

 Her angry words were bullets to him. 

 Your brain is a computer. 

 Jamal was a pig at dinner. 

 You are my sunshine. 

 The car was a furnace in the sun. 

 Thank you so much. You are an angel. 

 That coach is an ogre. 

 The kids were monkeys on the jungle gym. 

 The sun is a golden ball. 

 The stars are sparkling diamonds. 

 Those two best friends are two peas in a pod. 

 He is a walking dictionary. 

 Donations for the popular charity were a tsunami. 

 Necessity is the mother of invention. 

 My big brother is a couch potato. 

 The road was a ribbon stretching across the desert. 

 The teenager’s stomach was a bottomless pit. 

 I am so excited. My pulse is a race car. 

 The moon is a white balloon. 

 Her tears were a river flowing down her cheeks. 
 

Metaphor: Situation vs. the Real Thing: 

You may have often heard expressions such as: 

 He drowned in a sea of grief. 

 She is fishing in troubled waters. 

 Success is a bastard as it has many fathers, and failure is an 

orphan, with no takers. 
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23. Metonymy (evK¨vj¼viwe‡kl jÿYv) 

It is a figure of speech that replaces the name of a thing with the name 

of something else with which it is closely associated. (ক োন জিজনসের নোসের 

পজরবসতে এটির েোসে িজ়িত অন্য ক োনও নোসের ব্যবহোর) 
 

Metonymy, Synecdoche and Metaphor 

Metonymy is often confused with another figure of speech called 

synecdoche. They resemble each other but are not the same. Synecdoche 

refers to a thing by the name of one of its parts. For example, calling a 

car “a wheel” is a synecdoche. A part of a car i.e. “a wheel” stands for 

the whole car. In a metonymy, on the other hand, the word we use to 

describe another thing is closely linked to that particular thing, but is not 

a part of it. For example, “Crown” which means power or authority is a 

metonymy. 

Metonymy is different from a metaphor. A metaphor draws 

resemblance between two different things as in “You are sunlight and I 

moon” – Sun And Moon from Miss Saigon. Sunlight (and moon) and 

human are two different things without any association but it attempts to 

describe one thing in terms of another based on a supposed similarity. 

Metonymy, however, develops relation on the grounds of close 

associations as in “The White House is concerned about terrorism.” 

The White House here represents the people who work in it. 

 

Examples of Metonymy in Everyday Life 

 England decides to keep check on immigration. (England refers 

to the government.) 

 The pen is mightier than the sword. (Pen refers to written words 

and sword to military force.) 

 The Oval Office was busy in work. (“The Oval Office” is a 

metonymy as it stands for people at work in the office.) 

 Let me give you a hand. (Hand means help.) 

 

Metonymy Examples from Literature 

 

D`vniY #1 

 “Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears.”  

           (Shakespeare’s “Julies Caesar” Act I.) 
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Mark Anthony uses “ears” to say that he wants the people present there to listen 

to him attentively. It is a metonymy because the word “ears” replaces the 

concept of attention. 

 

D`vniY #2 

 “As he swung toward them holding up the hand 

Half in appeal, but half as if to keep 

The life from spilling.” 

         (From “Out, Out” by Robert Frost) 

In these lines, the expression “The life from spilling” is a metonymy that 

refers to spilling of blood. It develops a link between life and blood. The loss 

of too much blood means loss of life. 

D`vniY # 3 

 “But now my oat proceeds, 

And listens to the herald of the sea 

That came in Neptune’s plea, 

He asked the waves, and asked the felon winds, 

What hard mishap hath doomed this gentle swain?” 

         (from Lycidas written by John Milton) 

In the above-mentioned lines, John Milton uses “oat” for a musical 

instrument made out of an oak-stalk. Thus, “oat” represents the song that the 

poet is composing next to the ocean. 
 

24. Ode (†¯ÍvÎ):  

It is a lyric poem that begins with grief or agony and ends 

with consolation. †h cÖkw¯Íg~jK (Address) MxwZ KweZvq †Kv‡bv mygnvb ev Mv¤¢xh© 

e¨ÄK welqe ‘̄ ev Dcv`vb AvkÖq K‡i Kwe wewfbœ ai‡bi IR¯^x Q‡›` AvZ¥MZ Abyf‚wZi 

fveg~wZ© `vb K‡ib, Zv‡K Ode ev † Í̄vÎ KweZv bv‡g AwfwnZ Kiv nq| iex› ª̀bv‡_i Ôel© 

†klÕ, m‡Z¨b `‡Ëi Ôbg¯‹viÕ †gvwnZjv‡ji Ôiex› ª̀ RqšÍxÕ evsjv † Í̄vÎ (Ode) RvZxq KweZv| 

Bs‡iwR mvwn‡Z¨ Gray Gi The Bard, Milton Gi Ode on the Morning of 

Christ's, Keats Gi Ode to a Nightingale weL¨vZ † Í̄vÎ KweZv|  

 

25. Onomatopoeia (AbyKvi kã) 

The use of words that imitate the sounds associated with the 

objects or actions they refer to. Onomatopoeia is when a word’s 

pronunciation imitates its sound.  When you say an onomatopoeic 

word, the utterance itself is reminiscent of the sound to which the word 

refers.  Poets use onomatopoeia to access the reader’s auditory sense and 

create rich soundscapes.  It is one of many poetic devices dealing with 

the sounds of poetry.  Many people confuse onomatopoeia with 
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interjections; however, they are two different and distinct concepts. 

 Interjections are one of the eight parts of speech. An interjection is a 

sudden outburst of emotion or excitement, such as “ouch” or “wow.”   
 

wKQz Common Onomatopoeia Gi D`vniYt 

1. The sheep went, “Baa.” 

2. It is not unusual for a dog to bark when visitors arrive. 

3. Silence your cellphone so that it does not beep during the movie. 

4. Dad released a belch from the pit of his stomach. 

5. The bridge collapsed creating a tremendous boom. 

6. The large dog said, “Bow-wow!” 

7. Are you afraid of things that go bump in the night? 

8. My brother can burp the alphabet. 

9. Both bees and buzzers buzz. 

10. The cash register popped open with a heart warming ca-ching. 

11. The bird’s chirp filled the empty night air. 

12. The clanging pots and pans awoke the baby. 

13. If you want the red team to win, clap your hands right now! 

14. The cadets swelled with pride when they heard the clash of the 

cymbals at their graduation ceremony. 

15. The dishes fell to the floor with a clatter. 

16. Nothing annoys me more than rapidly clicking your pen. 

17. The bride and groom were not surprised to hear the familiar sound 

of clinking glasses. 

18. The horse’s hooves clip-clopped on the cobblestones. 

19. Those clucking chickens are driving me crazy! 

20. The dim-witted pigeon repulsed us with its nerve crawling coo. 

21. If you’re going to cough, please cover your mouth. 

22. The prisoner was terrified to hear the crack of the whip. 

23. We roasted marshmallows over the crackling fire. 

24. The two-year old crashed into the cabinet. 

25. The cabinet opened with a distinct creak. 

26. Dissatisfied with her work, Beth crinkled up the paper and threw it 

in the trash. 

27. The swamp frogs croaked in unison. 

28. The teacher heard the distinct crunch of ruffled potato chips. 

29. Jacob could not sleep with the steady drip-drop of water coming 

from the sink. 

30. The root beer fizzed over the top of the mug. 

31. The flag flapped in wind. 
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32. Did you forget to flush the toilet? 

33. Daryl gargled the mouthwash. 

34. The wounded soldier groaned. 

35. As Tom got closer, the dog began growling. 

36. Juan had a hard time hearing the teacher over his grumbling 

stomach. 

37. When Mom asked Tommy how his day went, Tommy just grunted. 

38. Vince gulped down the Mountain Dew. 

39. The patient sounded like he was hacking up a lung. 

40. If you have the hiccups, you should try drink a glass of water. 

41. The snake slithered and hissed. 

42. The wolves howled at the moon. 

43. The new pencil sharpener hummed efficiently. 

44. Someone is knocking on the door. 

45. That cat will keep meowing until you pet it. 

46. John was disturbed by the strange moaning. 

47. The cow aggressively mooed at the passing freight train. 

48. Janet murmured the answer under her breath.  

49. While lounging in the slop pile, the pigs oinked excitedly. 

50. The hail pattered on the tin gutter. 

51. When he saw the cheese, the mouse could not help but to 

peep excitedly. 

52. The lunch lady plopped a scoop of something on Kristen’s tray. 

53. Billy will cry if you pop his balloon. 

54. After eating the knight, the dragon let out a puff of smoke. 

55. Most cats purr if you pet them behind the ears. 

56. The kind man shared his bread with the quacking ducks. 

57. My favorite singers have raspy voices. 

58. Tim would have stepped on the snake had he not heard the rattle of 

its tail. 

59. The race-car driver revved his engine. 

60. Our peaceful dinner ended when the phone began ringing. 

61. I secretly ripped up the birthday checks that my grandmother sent me. 

62. The lion’s mighty roar could be heard across the Savannah. 

63. The earthquake rumbled the foundations of our house. 

64. He took off so quickly that his tires screeched. 

65. When Reuben saw what he thought was a ghost, he shrieked like a 

woman. 

66. I love the sound of bacon sizzling on a weekend. 

67. You could hear the slap echo across the valley. 

68. The thirsty dog slurped the dirty water from the puddle. 
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26. Oxymoron (wecixZvj¼vi) 

A figure of speech in which incongruous or contradictory terms 

appear side by side. (wecixZag©x ỳwU kã cvkvcvwk e‡m| †hgb- I see a wild 

civility.) 
 

Oxymorons from Everyday Life: 

 Open secret 

 Tragic comedy 

  Disgustingly delicious 

 Seriously funny 

 Awfully pretty 

 Foolish wisdom 

 Original copies 

 Liquid gas   

 Great Depression 

 Jumbo shrimp 

 Deafening silence 

 Pretty ugly 

 Pretty fierce 

 Pretty cruel 

 Definitely maybe 

 Living dzead 

 Cruel to be kind 

 Pain for pleasure 

 Clearly confused 

 Act naturally 

 Beautifully painful 

 Painfully beautiful 

 Walking dead 
 Only choice 

 Amazingly awful 

 Alone together 

 Virtual reality 

 Random order 

 Original copy 

 Happy sad  

 Run slowly 

 Awfully good 

 Awfully delicious 
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 Small crowd 

 Dark light 

 Light darkness 

 Dark snow 

 Open secret 

 Passive aggressive 

 Appear invisible 

 Awfully lucky 

 Awfully pretty 

 Big baby 

 Tiny elephant 

 Wake up dead 

 Goodbye reception 

 Growing smaller   

 Least favorite 

 True myth 

 Typically weird 

 Typically odd 

 Naturally strange 

 Weirdly normal 

 Unpopular celebrity 

 Worthless gold 

 Sad joy 

 Liquid food 

 Heavy diet 

 Noticeable absence 

 Quiet presence 

 Short wait 

 Sweet agony 

Oxymorn Gi D`vniYt 

 "I can resist anything, except temptation." - Oscar Wilde 

 "I like a smuggler. He is the only honest thief." - Charles Lamb 

 "And faith unfaithful kept him falsely true." - Alfred Tennyson 

 "Modern dancing is so old fashioned." - Samuel Goldwyn 

 "A business that makes nothing but money is a poor business." - 

Henry Ford 

 "I am busy doing nothing." - Oxymorons 

 "A little pain never hurt anyone." - Word Explorations 

http://www.netvert.biz/wordpower/oxymoron1.html
http://english.learnhub.com/lesson/4675-oxymorons
http://www.oxymorons.info/reference/oxymorons/oxymoron-quotes.asp
http://www.oxymorons.info/reference/oxymorons/oxymoron-quotes.asp
http://www.oxymorons.info/reference/oxymorons/oxymoron-quotes.asp
http://www.wordexplorations.com/oxymora-quotes.html
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 "I am a deeply superficial person." - Andy Warhol 

 "No one goes to that restaurant anymore - It's always too 

crowded." - Yogi Berra 

 "We are not anticipating any emergencies." - Word Explorations 

 "A joke is actually an extremely really serious issue." - Winston 

Churchill 

 "I like humanity, but I loathe persons." - Edna St. Vincent Millay 

 "Always be sincere, even though you do not necessarily mean 

it." - Irene Peter 

Difference between Oxymoron and Paradox 

It is important to understand the difference between a paradox 

and an oxymoron. A paradox may consist of a sentence or even a group 

of sentences. An oxymoron, on the other hand, is a combination of two 

contradictory or opposite words. A paradox seems contradictory to the 

general truth but it does contain an implied truth. An oxymoron, 

however, may produce a dramatic effect but does not make sense.  
 

mvwn‡Z¨ Oxymorn Gi D`vniYt 

 

D`vniY # 1 

 “Why, then, O brawling love! O loving hate! 

O anything, of nothing first create! 

O heavy lightness! Serious vanity! 

Misshapen chaos of well-seeming forms! 

Feather of lead, bright smoke, cold fire, sick health! 

Still-waking sleep, that is not what it is! 

This love feel I, that feel no love in this. 

Dost thou not laugh?” 

“Romeo and Juliet”, Act I, Scene I, written by William Shakespeare. 
 

We notice a series of oxymoron being employed when Romeo confronts the 

love of an inaccessible woman. An intense emotional effect is produced to 

highlight his mental conflict by the use of contradictory pairs of words such as 

“hating love”, “heavy lightness”, “bright smoke”, “cold fire”, and “sick health”.   

D`vniY # 2 

 “I find no peace, and all my war is done 

I fear and hope, I burn and freeze like ice, 

I flee above the wind, yet can I not arise;” 

In Sir Thomas Wyatt’s Petrarch’s 134th sonnet, 
 

http://www.wordexplorations.com/oxymora-quotes.html
http://www.wordexplorations.com/oxymora-quotes.html
http://www.wordexplorations.com/oxymora-quotes.html
http://philemonafrica.org/?p=190
http://philemonafrica.org/?p=190
http://philemonafrica.org/?p=190
http://philemonafrica.org/?p=190
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The contradicting ideas of “war…peace”, “burn ….freeze”, and “flee 

above…not rise” produce a dramatic effect in the above-mentioned lines. 
 

D`vniY #3 

 “The bookful blockhead ignorantly read, 

With loads of learned lumber in his head, 

With his own tongue still edifies his ears, 

And always list’ning to himself appears.” 

 “Essays of Criticism” by Alexander Pope  

D`vniY #4 

In Hamlet Shakespeare makes use of oxymoron in his plays to develop a paradox. 

“I will bestow him, and will answer well 

The death I gave him. So, again, good night. 

I must be cruel, only to be kind: 

Thus bad begins and worse remains behind. 

One word more, good lady.” 
In the above lines taken from “Hamlet”, he draws two contradictory ideas “be 

cruel…be kind”. The contradiction is understood in the context of the play. 

Hamlet wants to kill Claudius, the murderer of his father, who has married his 

mother. Hamlet does not want his mother to be the beloved of his father’s 

murderer. Therefore, he is of the view that this murder will purge her. 

 
 

27. Paradox (AvcvZ we‡ivax n‡jI mZ¨/ we‡ivavfvm) 

A statement that appears to contradict itself. (†hgb- That I may 

rise and stand, overthrow me and bend). Paradox can prove to be very 

revealing about human nature and the way that we speak. If someone 

says to you "I'm a compulsive liar," do you believe them or not? That 

statement in itself is a paradox, because it is self contradictory, which is 

precisely what a paradox is. At the most basic level, a paradox is a 

statement that is self contradictory because it often contains two 

statements that are both true, but in general, cannot both be true at the 

same time.  
†hLv‡b `ywU wel‡qi g‡a¨ cÖK…Z we‡iva †bB wKš‘ AvcvZ we‡iva Av‡Q e‡j g‡b nq, †mLv‡b 

we‡ivavfvm Aj¼vi (Paradox) nq| †hgb-  

fwel¨‡Zi jÿ Avkv †gv‡`i gv‡S mšÍ‡i- 

Nywg‡q Av‡Q wkïi wcZv me wkï‡`i AšÍ‡i| 

- †Mvjvg †gv Í̄dv| 
 

-GLv‡b Ôwkïi AšÍ‡iÕ wkïi wcZv Nywg‡q Av‡Q- G e³e¨ AvcvZ we‡ivax| wKš‘ ÔwkïB gvby‡li 

wcZvÕ G wPi mZ¨ e³‡e¨ AvcvZ we‡iv‡ai Aemvb|  
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Paradox Gi D`vniYt 

     Patience is bitter but its fruit is sweet.  

 Child is the father of man. (Wordsworth) 

 I know that I don't know anything. (Socrates) 

 There is no one so poor as a wealthy miser. 

 I'm nobody. 
 "What a pity that youth must be wasted on the young." - G B Shaw 

 Wise fool 

 Bitter-sweet 

 "I can resist anything but temptation."-Oscar Wilde 

 A rich man is no richer than a poor man. 

 Nobody goes to that restaurant because it is too crowded. 

 You shouldn't go in the water until you know how to swim. 

 If you didn't get this message, call me. 

 The person who wrote something so stupid can't write at all 

 Men work together whether they work together or apart. - Robert Frost 

 Be cruel to be kind 

 The beginning of the end 
 

mvwn‡Z¨ Paradox Gi D`vniY: 

 

D`vniY #1 

In George Orwell's Animal Farm, the words "All animals are equal, 

but some are more equal than others" are part of the cardinal rules. 

Clearly this statement does not make logical sense. However, the point of 

a paradox is to point out a truth, even if the statements contradict each 

other. 
Orwell is trying to make some sort of political statement here. Perhaps it is that 

the government claims that everyone is equal when that is clearly false, or 

perhaps it is that individuals have skewed perceptions of what it means to be 

equal. The interpretation is up to the reader to decide. 

 

D`vniY #2 

In Shakespeare's Hamlet, the title character states "I must be cruel to be 

kind." On the surface, once again, this statement does not seem to make 

much sense. Can an individual convey kindness through evil?  
However, Hamlet is speaking about his mother, and how he plans to ultimately 

slay Claudius in order to avenge his father's death. His mother is now married to 

Claudius, so of course this will be a tragedy for her. However, he does not want 
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his mother to be the lover of his father's murderer (unbeknownst to her) any 

longer, and so he believes the murder will be for her own good. 
 

28. Personification (e¨w³iƒc `vb) 

A figure of speech in which an inanimate object or abstraction is 

endowed with human qualities or abilities. (†Kvb Ro ev e¯‘MZ welq‡K 

Rxe ev e¨w³i ¸Yvejx Øviv g~Z© Kiv | †hgb- Let not Ambition mock their 

useful toil.) 
 

Common Examples of Personification 

 'Death, thou shalt not die.' 
 The wind whispered through dry grass. 

 The flowers danced in the gentle breeze. 

 Time and tide wait for none.  

 The fire swallowed the entire forest.  

 Lightning danced across the sky. 

 The wind howled in the night. 

 The car complained as the key was turned. 

 “The waves beside them danced’’  
  (from ‘I wandered lonely as a cloud’)  

 The avalanche devoured anything standing in its way. 

 Traffic slowed to a crawl. 

 The door protested as it opened slowly. 

 My house is a friend who protects me. 

 The moon played hide and seek with the clouds. 

 That book was so popular, it flew off the shelves. 

 My car’s headlights winked at me. 

 She is so beautiful the camera loves her. 

 The stairs groaned as we walked on them. 

 Winter’s icy grip caused people to shudder. 

 Our vacuum hums a happy tune while it cleans. 

 You need to cross over at the mouth of the river. 

 Time flies and waits for no one. 

 My flowers were begging for water. 

 The ivy wove its fingers around the fence. 

 The thunder was grumbling like it was angry. 

 Hail pounded the houses and streets. 

 The cactus saluted those who drove past. 

 The wildfire ran through the forest at an amazing speed. 

 When I didn’t make the team, my dream of being a star died. 
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Personification in Advertising  

 Oreo: Milk's favorite cookie  

 Nothing hugs like Huggies - Huggies diapers 

 Goldfish - The snack that smiles back - Goldfish snack crackers  

 Kleenex says bless you - Kleenex facial tissues 

 The car that cares - Kia  

 Unwrap a smile - Little Debbie snack cakes 

 Carvel - It's what happy tastes like - Carvel ice cream  
 

mvwn‡Z¨ Personification Gi D`vniYt 

 

D`vniY #1 

Taken from Act I, Scene II of “Romeo and Juliet”, 

“When well-appareled April on the heel 

Of limping winter treads.” 
There are two personification examples here. April cannot put on a dress, and 

winter does not limp and it does not have a heel on which a month can walk. 

Shakespeare personifies the month of April and the winter season by giving 

them two distinct human qualities. 
 

D`vniY #2 

Emily Elizabeth Dickinson employs personification in her poem “Have 

You Got A Brook In Your Little Heart”. 

“Have you got a brook in your little heart, 

Where bashful flowers blow, 

And blushing birds go down to drink, 

And shadows tremble so?” 
The bashful flowers, blushing birds and trembling shadows are examples of 

personification. 
 

D`vniY #3 

Katherine Mansfield wrote in her short story “How Pearl Button Was 

Kidnapped”, 

“Pearl Button swung on the little gate in front of the House of Boxes. It 

was the early afternoon of a sunshiny day with little winds playing hide-

and-seek in it.” 

It personifies wind by saying that it is as playful as little children playing 

hide-and-seek on a shiny day. 
 

D`vniY #4 

William Blake personifies Sunflowers in his poem “Two Sunflowers Move 

in a Yellow Room”. 
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“Two Sunflowers 

Move in the Yellow Room. 

‘Ah, William, we’re weary of weather, 

said the sunflowers, shining with dew. 

Our traveling habits have tired us. 

Can you give us a room with a view?” 
 

The flowers are depicting a human characteristic of weariness caused by the 

weather. In a human way, they make a request to the poet to put them in a room 

with a window with plenty of sunshine. 

 

D`vniY # 5 

Ten thousand (daffodils) saw I at a glance, / Tossing their heads in 

sprightly dance. / The waves beside them danced; but they / Out-did the 

sparkling waves in glee – 

"I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud" by William Wordsworth 

 

D`vniY # 6 

Humpty Dumpty 

Sat on a wall. 

Humpty Dumpty 

Had a great fall. 

    – Nursery Rhyme 

 

29. Pun (†kølvj¼vi/Ø¨_©K kã cÖ‡qvM) 

A play on words, sometimes on different senses of the same word 

and sometimes on the similar sense or sound of different words. A 

pun is a joke that makes a play on words. A pun, also called aronomasia, 

uses words that have several meanings or words that sound similar but 

have different meanings. (নযমন: A Farewel to Arms) *See at page 151 

GKwU kã GKevi gvÎ e¨eüZ n‡q wewfbœ A_© cÖKvk Ki‡j Zv‡K †køl Aj¼vi 

(Pun) ejv nq| GB Aj¼vi ¯̂vaxb I c„_Kfv‡e e¨eüZ n‡Z cv‡i Avevi Ab¨ Aj¼v‡iii 

mv‡_ hy³ ev GKvšÍ n‡qI e¨eüZ n‡Z cv‡i| †kø‡li ga¨ w`‡q e³v GKwU K_v GKevigvÎ 

e¨envi K‡i GKvwaK A‡_©i e¨Äbv m„wó Ki‡Z cv‡ib| cvVK ev †kÖvZv †mB e¨Äbvi mÜvb 

Ki‡eb| †hgb- 

  Ò†K e‡j Ck¦i ¸ß e¨vß PivPi, 

  hvnvi cÖfvq cÖfv cvq cÖfvKi|Ó - Ck¦i ¸ß 

1g A_© t Ck¦i- m„wóKZ©v, ¸ß- †Mvcb, cÖfvKi- m~h©| 

2q A_© t Ck¦i ¸ß- Kwe Ck¦iP› ª̀¸ß, cÖfvKi- msev` cÖfvKi cwÎKv|  
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mvwn‡Z¨ Pun Gi D`vniYt 

 A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion. 

 The flock of doves decided to stage a coo. 

 Peacocks are meticulous because they show attention to de tail. 

 Energizer Bunny arrested -- charged with battery. 
 

Fun Puns 

 She had a photographic memory but never developed it. 

 The two pianists had a good marriage. They always were in a chord. 

 The grammarian was very logical. He had a lot of comma sense. 

 Guerrilla warfare is more than just throwing a banana. 

 The cartoon animator felt imprisoned by his job. He could not 

free himself from his cel. 

 A pessimist's blood type is always B-negative. 

 Two peanuts walk into a bar, and one was a-salted. 

 Reading while sunbathing makes you well red. 

 
30. Satire (e¨½ag©x iPbv) 

    j¨vwUb kã Sature lans †_‡K 

Satire kãwU Drcbœ| Satire is a 

literary composition, in verse 

or prose, in which human folly 

and vice are held up to scorn, 

derision, or ridicule. AvPvi-

e¨envi, ixwZ-bxwZ ms‡kva‡bi D‡Ï‡k¨ 

Zxeª †kølvZ¥K fvlvq †h iPbv †jLv nq, Zv‡K e¨½ag©x iPbv (Satire) e‡j| †jvK 

wkÿv, †jvK-PwiÎ ms‡kvab I mgv‡Ri ỳb©xwZ-¯Lj‡bi Rb¨ G RvZxq KweZv 

DrK…ó PveyK| স্যোটোয়োয়ে থোকয়ে ত্রুটি-বেচুেবতে গোয়য় বচবন মোখোয়নো চোবুক। 

 Jonathan Swift’s 1726 novel Gulliver’s Travels is an 

example of satirical fiction.  
 D`vniY:  “The hungry judges soon the sentence sign, And 

wretches hang that jurymen may dine.”  
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31. Simile (wmwgwj, Dr‡cÖÿv/ my¯úó Zzjbvg~jK Aj¼vi) 

The comparison of unlike things using the words like or   

as known to be- simile. A stated comparison (usually formed with 

"like" or "as") between two fundamentally dissimilar things that have 

certain qualities in common. Dc‡g‡qi mv‡_ Dcgv‡bi mv „̀k¨ KwíZ n‡j Zv‡K 

Simile (Dr‡cÖÿv Aj¼vi) e‡j| mnR K_vq: As, like, h_v, †hiƒc, †hgb cÖf„wZ 

DcgvevPK kã e¨envi K‡i ỳÕwU Am „̀k wel‡qi g‡a¨ Zzjbv Kiv‡K Simile e‡j|    

     *See ‘Metaphor’ at page 226 

†hgb: K) mÜ¨viv‡M wSwjwgwj wSj‡gi †¯ªvZLvwb euvKv 

                      Avuav‡i gwjb nj, †hb Luv‡c XvKv euvKv Z‡jvqvi|      - iex› ª̀bv_ VvKzi 

 GLv‡b †hb kã e¨envi K‡i euvKv † ª̄v‡Zi mv‡_ euvKv Z‡jvqv‡ii Zzjbv Kiv n‡q‡Q| 

         L) ¶zavi iv‡R¨ c„w_ex M`¨gq / c~wY©gvi Puv` †hb Sjmv‡bv iywU|  -myKvšZ fÆvPvh©¨ 

                    GLv‡b †hb kã e¨envi K‡i Puv‡`i mv‡_ Sjmv‡bv iywUi Zzjbv Kiv n‡q‡Q| 

 M) †Zgwb †`‡LwQ Zv‡i, AÜKv‡iÑ e‡j‡Q †m, GZ w`b †Kv_vq wQ‡jb? 

                 cvwLi bx‡oi g‡Zv †PvL Zz‡j bv‡Uv‡ii ebjZv †mb|         -Rxebvb›` `vk 

       GLv‡b g‡Zv kã e¨envi K‡i cvwLi bx‡oi mv‡_ †cÖwgKvi †Pv‡Li Zzjbv Kiv n‡q‡Q|  
 

Simile examples that begin with “as”: 
 

 As big as an elephant 

 As black as coal 

 As blind as a bat 

 As bold as brass 

 As brave as a lion 

 As bright as a button 

 As busy as a bee 

 As cheap as dirt  

 As clean as a whistle 

 As clear as mud 

 As clear as crystal 

 As cold as ice 

 As cool as a cucumber 

 As cunning as a fox 

 As cute as a bug's ear 

 As dead as a doornail 

 As deaf as a post 

 As dry as a bone 

 As dull as dishwater 

 As easy as ABC 

 As fit as a fiddle 
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 As free as a bird 

 As gentle as a lamb 

 As hard as nails 

 As heavy as lead 

 As long as a month of Sundays  

 As happy as a dog with two tails  

 As difficult as nailing jelly to a tree 

 As loose as a goose  

 As mad as a hatter 

 As mad as a hornet 

 As nutty as a fruitcake 

 As old as the hills 

 As pale as death 

 As playful as a kitten   

 As pleased as Punch   

 As proud as a peacock  

 As quick as lightning 

 As regular as clockwork   

 As scarce as hen's teeth 

 As sharp as a razor 

 As sick as a dog 

 As silent as the grave 

 As slippery as an eel 

 As solid as the ground we stand on 

 As sour as vinegar 

 As steady as a rock 

 As stiff as a board 

 As honest as the day is long   

 As straight as an arrow  

 As strong as an ox 

 As stubborn as a mule 

 As sturdy as an oak 

 As sweet as pie 

 As tall as a giraffe 

 As thin as a rake 

 As tight as a drum 

 As timid as a rabbit 

 As tough as old boots  

 As quiet as a church mouse 

S= wmwgwj,     m= †gUv‡dvi 



Oditi Online Class (01904-433500) 33 

 

 As nervous as a long tailed cat in a room full of rocking chairs 

 As useless as a chocolate teapot  

 As plain as the nose on your face   

 As warm as toast 

 As welcome as a skunk at a lawn party 

 As white as snow 

 As wise as an owl 
 

Similes Can Also Start with "Like"  

 (Sing) like an angel 

 (Act) like an animal 

 (Eat) like a bird   

 (Fight) like cats and dogs 

 (Work) like a dog 

 Like a dream 

 (Soar) like an eagle 

 Like fingernails on a chalkboard 

 Like a fish 

 (Racing) like a frightened rabbit 

 (Have eyes) like a hawk 

 (Eat) like a horse 

 (Sleep) like a log 

 Like a moth to the flame 

 (Eat) like a pig 

 Like a pile of rocks   

 Like a rose 

 Like a screaming baby 

 Like stars 

 (Meandered) like a stream 

 Like two peas in a pod 

 Like a volcano 
 

 Well-known similes are: 

 “cute as a kitten,” comparing the way someone looks to the way 

a kitten looks 

 “as busy as a bee” comparing someone’s level of energy to a 

fast-flying bee 

 "as happy as a clam" comparing someone's happiness to the 

contentment of a clam 
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 "Life is like a box of chocolates, you never know what you're 

going to get." comparing the uncertainty of life to the uncertainty 

of choosing a chocolate from a box 

 I wandered lonely as a cloud. 

 My love is like a red, red rose. 

 They fought like cats and dogs. 

 My love for you is as deep as the ocean. 

 I am so thirsty, that my throat is as dry as a bone. 
 

32. Sonnet (m‡bU)  

Sonnet is a poem of fourteen lines using any of a number of 

formal rhyme schemes, in English typically having ten syllables per line. 

BZvjxq Ôm‡b‡UvÕ (Sonetto) kã †_‡K Ôm‡bUÕ k‡ãi DrcwË| hvi A_© sound, g„`y aŸwb ev 

Mvb| m‡bU GK RvZxq gb¥q KweZv| BZvjxq Kwe †cÎvK© (Petrarch) m‡b‡Ui RbK| evsjv 

Kve¨ mvwn‡Z¨ gvB‡Kj gaym~`b `Ë cÖ_g m‡bU iPbv K‡ib| Zuvi L¨vwZ ïay cÖeZ©K wn‡m‡eB 

bq, DuPz `‡ii m‡bU iPwqZv wn‡m‡eI| m‡b‡Ui cÖ_g AvU jvB‡bi ¯ÍeK‡K ejv nq AóK 

(Octave) Ges c‡ii Qq jvB‡bi Í̄eK‡K ejv nq lU&K ev lôK (Sestet)| cÖ_g AvU 

jvB‡b (Aó‡K) †h fve-Kíbvi Bw½Z Kiv nq, lU&‡K Zv cwic~Y©Zv jvf K‡i| 

Shakespeare m‡b‡Ui AóK I lUK wefvM ‡g‡b P‡jb wb| Milton Ges Wordsworth 

BZvwjqvb cš’vbyM| Milton †gvUvgywU K¬vwmK Q›` cÖ‡qv‡Mi cÿcvwZ wQ‡jb, wKš‘ Bs‡iwR 

m‡b‡U Av‡iK iKg wg‡ji cÖPjb †ewk †`Lv hvq - KLKL, MNMN, QQ (abab, cdcd, efef, 

gg)| Shakespeare Gi m‡b‡UB G ixwZ †ewk jÿ¨ Kiv hvq|  

 

33. Synecdoche (wm‡bK‡WwK/jÿYv) 

A figure of speech in which a part is used to represent the 

whole (for example, ABCs for alphabet) or the whole for a part 

("England won the World Cup in 1966"). A synecdoche is a type of 

trope, which is a figure of speech. When used in literature, a synecdoche 

will add to the visual imagery of the passage and enhance the reader’s 

experience.      
 

Difference between Synecdoche and Metonymy 

Synecdoche examples are often misidentified as metonymy 

(another literary device). Both may resemble each other to some extent 

but they are not the same. Synecdoche refers to the whole of a thing by 

the name of any one of its parts. For example, calling a car “wheels” is a 

synecdoche because a part of a car “wheels” stands for the whole car. 

However, in metonymy, the word we use to describe another thing is 
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closely linked to that particular thing, but is not necessarily a part of it. 

For example, “crown” that refers to power or authority is a metonymy 

used to replace the word “king” or “queen”. 

 

Synecdoche Examples from Everyday Life 

 The word “bread” refers to food or money as in “Writing is my 

bread and butter” or “sole breadwinner”. 

 The phrase “gray beard” refers to an old man. 

 The word “sails” refers to a whole ship. 

 The word “suits” refers to businessmen. 

 The word “boots” usually refers to soldiers. 

 The word “glasses” refers to spectacles. 

 “Coppers” often refers to coins. 

 

mvwn‡Z¨ Synecdoche Gi D`vniYt 

 

D`vniY # 1  

Coleridge employs synecdoche in his poem The Rime of the Ancient 

Mariner: 

“The western wave was all a-flame. 

The day was well was nigh done! 

Almost upon the western wave 

Rested the broad bright Sun” 
The “western wave” is a synecdoche as it refers to the sea by the name of one of 

its parts i.e. wave. 
 

D`vniY # 2 

 Look at the use of synecdoche in the lines taken from Shakespeare’s 

Sonnet 116: 

“O no! It is an ever-fixed mark 

That looks on tempests and is never shaken.” 
The phrase “ever-fixed mark” refers to a lighthouse. 
 

D`vniY # 3 

Look how Shelly uses synecdoche in his poem Ozymandias: 

“Tell that its sculptor well those passions read 

Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things, 

The hand that mocked them.” 
“The hand” in the above lines refers to the sculptor who carved the “lifeless 

things” into a grand statue. 
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34. Understatement (b~¨‡bvw³) 

A figure of speech in which a writer or speaker deliberately 

makes a situation seem less important or serious than it is. 

Understatement is way of speaking which minimizes the significance of 

something. When using understatement, a speaker or writer often 

employs restraint in describing the situation at hand and uses an 

expression with less emphasis or strength than would be expected.  

One very famous example of understatement occurred during a 

plane crash in 1982. After all four engines of British Airways Flight 9 

failed due to volcanic ash, the captain of the flight made the following 

announcement: “Ladies and Gentlemen, this is your Captain 

speaking. We have a small problem. All four engines have stopped. 

We are doing our damnedest to get them going again. I trust you are 

not in too much distress.” The situation at hand was clearly much more 

severe than “a small problem,” as the captain described it. 
 

mvwn‡Z¨ Understatement Gi D`vniYt 
 

D`vniY # 1  

“I´ll go with you and I´ll stay with you all the time. They just let 

the air in and then it´s all perfectly natural.” 

        (“Hills like White Elephants” by Ernest Hemingway) 
Ernest Hemingway was a king of understatement, and believed it was an 

extremely important aspect of writing well. In this famous short story of his, a 

couple is discussing the woman’s upcoming abortion.  
 

D`vniY # 2 

In Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Fin, 

[Aunt Sally]-  

“Good gracious, anybody hurt?” 

[Huck] “No’m. Killed a nigger.” 
 
 

35. Tragedy (we‡qvMvšÍK bvUK)  
 

wek¦L¨vZ gbxlx Aristotle Uª¨v‡RwWi msÁv wb‡ ©̀k Ki‡Z wM‡q e‡j‡Qb, 

“A tragedy is the imitation of an action that is serious and also, as 

having magnitude, complete in itself; in appropriate and pleasurable 

language;... in a dramatic rather than narrative form; with incidents 

arousing pity and fear, wherewith to accomplish a catharsis of these 

emotions.” kÖxkP›`ª `vm Aristotle Gi GB weL¨vZ msÁvwU‡K Gfv‡e Abyev` K‡i‡Qb-

ÔÔi½g‡Â bvqK ev bvwqKvi MwZgvb Rxeb Kvwnbxi „̀k¨ ci¯úiv Dc¯’vwcZ KiZ: †h bvUK 
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`k©‡Ki ü`‡q Dw`ª³ fxwZ I KiæYv cÖkgb Kwiqv Zvnvi g‡b KiæY- i‡mi Avb›` m„wó K‡i, 

ZvnvB Uª¨v‡RwWÕÕ|  

ÔAvZ¥Ø‡›Ø civf‚Z ev Awff‚Z gvbe Rxe‡bi KiæY Kvwnbx‡K mvaviYZ Tragedy 
ejv nqÕ- msÁvwU mgv‡jvPK kÖxkP›`ª `v‡mi| mvaviY A‡_© g„Zy¨, we‡”Q` ev ỳ:LRbK NUbvi 

ga¨ w`‡q †h bvUK †kl nq, Zv‡K Uª¨v‡RwW bvUK e‡j| Rxe‡bi my‡Kvgj weKv‡ki wecix‡Z 

†h Pig ỳtL, gg©vwšÍK R¡vjv, e¨_©Zv I Ac~Y©Zv Awbevh© n‡q I‡V Zv-B Uª¨v‡RwWi DcRxe¨|  

wMÖK Uª¨v‡RwW‡Z Rxe‡bi GB KiæY cwiYwZ wbqwZ wba©vwiZ, ˆ`e weo¤^bvi dmj| Avi 

†k·cxq‡ii Uª¨v‡RwW‡Z ¯^xK…Z fy‡ji `y‡f©vM we‡klfv‡e cÖKvwkZ| A_©vr Zuvi Uª¨v‡RwW‡Z 

gvbyl Zvi cZb ev g„Zz¨i Rb¨ wb‡RB `vqx wKš‘ wMÖK Uª¨v‡RwW‡Z g„Zy¨ AeavwiZ bq| 

wµ‡÷vdvi gv‡j©v Zvi Doctor Faustus (W. dm&Uvm) bvU‡K Ggb GK e¨w³i Rxe‡bi 

Uª̈ v‡RwW A¼b K‡i‡Qb, whwb ivRv ev ivRes‡kv™¢‚Z †KD bb| 
 

 

Gwi÷U‡ji g‡Z GKwU mv_©K Uª¨v‡RwWi ˆewkó¨: 
(K) Uª¨v‡RwWi bvqK n‡eb- An average type of personality. A_©vr †`v‡l-¸‡Y 

mvaviY gvby‡li g‡Zv n‡eb| AZ¨šÍ fv‡jv gvbyl ev AZ¨šZ Lvivc gvbyl Uª¨v‡RwWi bvqK 

n‡eb bv|  

(L) bvq‡Ki GKwU Tragic Flaw _vK‡e| A_©vr wZwb Ggb GK fyj K‡i em‡eb hvi 

d‡j Zvi Dci Catastrophe ev AvKw¯§K gnv ỳ‡h©vM cwZZ n‡e| Catastrophe 

ej‡Z tragic end of playI †evSvq| 

(M) GKwU mv_©K Uª¨v‡RwW‡Z Catharsis _vK‡e| A_©vr bvU‡Ki †k‡l `k©‡Ki g‡b 

bvq‡Ki Rb¨ Pity (KiyYv) Ges wb‡Ri Rb¨ Fear (fq) RvMÖZ n‡e|  

 
 

 

 

“Dream is not that which you see while sleeping; 

it is something that will not let you sleep.” 

(Ògvbyl Nywg‡q hv †`‡L Zv ¯̂cœ bq; 

¯^cœ Zv- hv gvbyl‡K Nygv‡Z †`q bvÓ) 

                                                                         -G wc †R Avãyj Kvjvg  

 

 
 


