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A Pivotal Period

The Fourth Plenary Session of the 20th
Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) was convened in
Beijing on October 20-23. Held as the
14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25) is con-
cluding and the 15th Five-Year Plan
(2026-30) is about to be implemented,
the main purpose of the session was
to formulate a document of recom-
mendations that outlines China’s
development priorities for the next
five-year period.

Formulating Five-Year Plans for
economic and social development is
a hallmark of the CPC’s governance.
Against the backdrop of multiple
uncertainties such as geopolitical
conflicts, rising protectionism and cli-
mate crisis, China’s Five-Year Plans,
bringing medium- and long-term
strategic stability and policy continu-
ity, have provided valuable certainty
for the world economy and have been
closely watched by the international
community.

The recent plenary session set
out the main objectives for economic
and social development during the
15th Five-Year Plan period and pro-
posed work plans to achieve them.
By reading the documents it adopted,
the international community can

gain an understanding of how China
will promote economic develop-
ment and choose its areas for future
investment. For instance, China has
prioritized high-quality development,
placed greater emphasis on new qual-
ity productive forces featuring new
economic models, new businesses
and new industries, emphasized co-
ordinated development and security
and steadily expanded high-standard
opening up, which provides global
partners with new, predictable,
available and feasible cooperation op-
portunities in areas of manufacturing,
trade, green development and digital
technologies.

The 15th Five-Year Plan period
will be a pivotal time in China’s
development, as it consolidates the
economic and social foundation built
over the last seven decades, transitions
to becoming an economy and society
driven by world-leading technology
and international cooperation, and be-
gins its final push toward its 2035 goal
of basically achieving socialist mod-
ernization. The next five years will
bring more opportunities than ever for
cooperation with China in areas that
deliver joint development and shared
prosperity. BR
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THIS WEEK

NEW CREW, NEW MISSION

Shenzhou-21 crew members (left to right) Zhang Hongzhang, Zhang Lu and Wu Fei. The trio was launched into low-Earth orbit on
October 31, set to replace the Shenzhou-20 astronauts who have inhabited China’s Tiangong space station since April.

For the next six months, the team will be responsible for the operation and maintenance of the space station. Their agenda in-
cludes undertaking 27 new scientific and application study projects, which will include research with mice. Tiangong, completed in
late 2022, orbits Earth at an altitude of about 400 km.
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Boosting Trade

VNHNIX

Visitors browse building materials at the second phase of the 138th edition of the Canton Fair in Guangzhou,
Guangdong Province, on October 27. Held from October 23 to 27, the event's second phase showcased household
goods, gifts, decorations, building materials and fumiture. Spanning an area of 515,000 square meters, the exhibition
featured 25,000 booths and over 10,000 participating enterprises.

Average Life
Expectancy

China aims to raise the average
life expectancy of its people to
around 80 years during the 15th
Five-Year Plan period (2026- 30),
Lei Haichao, head of the National
Health Commission, said on
October 24.

By the end of 2024, average
life expectancy in China had
reached 79 years, an extraordinary
achievement among developing
countries, Lei said.

According to Lei, China has es-
tablished the world’s largest health
service system, disease prevention
and control system, and medical
insurance system during the 14th
Five-Year Plan (2021-25) period,
making remarkable progress
in the country’s healthcare and
population development.

China has also weathered the
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once-in-a-century pandemic, and
continuously improved its people’s
average life expectancy over the
past five years, the official said.

Rural Roads

China constructed or upgraded
75,000 km of rural roads in the
first three quarters of the year,
completing 75.4 percent of the
annual target, according to official
data released on October 28.

The data was released at an
event themed on rural roads in
Quzhou City, Zhejiang Province,
highlighting the country’s
progress in strengthening rural
infrastructure.

Fixed assets investmentin
rural roads totaled over 2753
billion yuan ($38.8 billion) during
the period. By the end of 2024,
China’s rural road network had
reached 4.64 million km.

Easing Student

Burden

The Ministry of Education (MOBE)
on October 24 rolled out a set
of 10 measures aimed at further
alleviating the academic burden
on primary and middle school
students.

These measures encompassed
a series of strict regulations, includ-
ing imposing a cap on the total
amount of written school assign-
ments, cutting down the frequency
of daily exams, and ensuring exam
difficulty is kept at a reasonable lev-
el. The MOE encouraged schools
nationwide to designate one day
each week as a “homework-free
day.”

The measures are part of the
country's commitment to maintain-
ing strict oversight over subject-
based teaching during the nine-
year compulsory education period,

spanning from primary to junior
high school.

The MOE also pledged to
advance the reform of the junior
high school graduation exam in
a systematic manner. Schools are
required to organize at least one
educational activity each month
that focuses on health and safety,
oris aimed atimproving students’
psychological resilience. The MOE
further mandated the fullimple-
mentation of a daily two-hour
sports activities initiative, urging
schools and communities to make
nearby sports venues accessible to
students.

In addition, the measures
underscored the importance of
ensuring students have adequate
sleep and develop healthy Intemet
usage habits.

Special attention and care
should be extended to vulnerable
groups, such as children left behind
in rural areas by parents who work
in cities, orphans and children from
single-parent families, the MOE
emphasized.

The MOE also highlighted the
significance of fostering harmoni-
ous parent-child relationships
within families.

Bird Population

Growth
China has made remarkable

achievements in avian conserva-
tion, with stable population growth
observed in multiple endangered
bird species, according to a meet-
ing on migratory bird conservation
held from October 20 to 24

in Dongying City, Shandong
Province.

The four countries participat-
ing in the meeting, China, Japan,
Australia and the Republic of Korea,
share the East Asian-Australasian
Flyway (EAAF) and have along
history of cooperation on the
protection of migratory birds.

The routes that migratory
waterbirds traverse on an annual
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basis are known as “flyways.” There
are nine major flyways around the
world. The EAAF stretches from

the Russian Far East and Alaska,
southward through East Asia and
Southeast Asia, to Australia and
New Zealand and encompasses 22
countries.

Over the past five years, the
Chinese Government has been
consistently intensifying its avian
protection efforts. The number
of protected bird species in the
country has increased by nearly
50 percent over the period, with
394 species now designated as
key, nationally protected species,
and another1,028 categorized as
species with important ecologjical,
scientific or social value, according
to the meeting.

China has continued to
strengthen its protection and resto-
ration of migratory flyways, as well
asits construction of a monitoring
system. It has designated 1140
migration-route avian habitats as
“‘important,” and begun compre-
hensive protection and restoration
work on 821 key sites.

Chinese authorities have been
conducting a specialized cam-
paign to combat the illegal trade
of wildlife for six consecutive years.
Aimed at safeguarding ecological
security by stopping the illegal
hunting, trade and transport of
wildlife, it has resulted in a notable
drop in both wildlife crime and the

number of perpetrators.

Snow Leopards

The snow leopard population in
Huangnan Tibetan Autonomous
Prefecture, Qinghai Province, has
reached 59, the provincial forestry
and grassland administration said
on October 23, World Snow
Leopard Day.

The survey, based on data
collected in 2023 and 2024,
involved 111 ecologjical rangers and
deployed 200 infrared cameras
across the prefecture. Of these, 55
cameras captured snow leopards,
yielding 298 independent
detections.

Results indicated that snow
leopards inhabit approximately
3872 square km in Huangnan,
accounting for 21.74 percent of the
prefecture’s total area.

Experts emphasized that snow
leopards, which are listed as a first-
class protected species in China,
are aritical indicators of ecological
balance. Zhang Yu, head of the
administration’s wildlife protec-
tion department, said the survey
provides baseline data for future
monitoring and protection efforts.

New Xiaomi
Factory

Chinese tech firm Xiaomi launched
its first smart home appliance
factory in Wuhan, Hubei Province,

Painting the Palace

18

Aworker paints the wall of the Potala Palace during an annual renovation
of the ancient architectural complex in Lhasa, Xizang Autonomous Region,

on October 24.

on October 28, part of a major inspection and aerial logistics sys-
expansion of the tech giant's tems. This enables comprehensive
manufacturing footprint beyond visualization and data-driven
smartphones and vehicles. management across the entire

This new factory, focusing on
air conditioner production, is the
company’s third large-scale smart
factory after its auto and smart-
phone plants.

Spanning over 50 hectaresin
its first phase with a total planned
investment of over 25 billion
yuan ($352.8 million), the facility
integrates advanced technologies,
including Digital Twin, Al visual

production process.

The factory canroll outa
high-end air conditioner every 65
seconds, according to Shan Lianyu,
general manager of Xiaomi's
home appliance department. Peak
annual production capacity for air
conditioners is projected to reach 7
million units, with an estimated an-
nual output value of 14 billion yuan
($1.97 billion), Shan said.

Celebrating Chongyang

Festival

Volunteers make dumplings together with elderly residents of Gaobei
Village in Qiandongnan Miao and Dong Autonomous Prefecture,
Guizhou Province, on October 27, to welcome the Chongyang
Festival, which fell on October 29 this year. Also celebrated as Seniors’
Day in China, the festival highlights the public’s care for elderly

people.
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Digital RMB

Transactions

China’s digital RMB ecosystem
has been established in pre-
liminary terms, with cumulative
transactions reaching 14.2 tril-
lion yuan ($2 trillion) by the end
of September 2025, according
to the People’s Bank of China
(PBQO), the central bank.

The digital RMB pilot
program, which now covers 26
localities across 17 provincial-
level regions in the country, has
formed replicable application
models in fields
including retail and public
services.

A total of 332 billion trans-
actions had been processed by
the end of September, with 225
million personal wallets opened
on the digital RMB app.

The central bank has so
far established a digital yuan
international operations center
in Shanghai to oversee cross-
border cooperation and usage,
and a digital yuan operations
and management center in

Beijing, which is responsible
for system development, op-
erations and maintenance to
promote the currency’s broader
application, according to PBC
Governor Pan Gongsheng,
while addressing the Annual
Conference of Financial Street
Forum 2025 on October 27.
The digital RMB’s “dual-
center” architecture was made
public for the first time after the
official launch of the Shanghai
international operations center
in September.

Sci-Tech Growth
Tier
On October 28, the Shanghai
Stock Exchange (SSE) released
the names of the first group of
enterprises listed on a sci-tech
growth tier on the country’s
Nasdag-style Science and
Technology Innovation Board,
also known as the STAR Market.
The sci-tech growth tier
mainly serves technology-
based enterprises that have
made major breakthroughs in

key service technologies, with
broad business prospects, large
continuous research and devel-
opment investment yet are still
unprofitable, according to the
SSE.

This move came after the
China Securities Regulatory
Commission (CSRC), the
country’s securities regulator,
announced the setting up of the
sci-tech growth tier in June—
aiming to provide better support
for high-quality tech enterprises
that were not yet
profitable.

Li Chao, CSRC Vice
Chairman, said at a listing
ceremony on October 28
that the latest move marks
a solid new step forward in
the capital market’s support
for technological innovation
and the development of new
quality productive forces. New
quality productive forces refer
to the shift toward innovation-
driven growth, technological
advancement and high-quality
development in multiple sectors
of the economy.

Li noted that since June, the
STAR Market has been steadily
advancing reforms—including
the establishment of the sci-tech
growth tier and the pilot intro-
duction of senior professional
institutional investors and pre-
review mechanisms.

Logistics Costs

China’s social logistics costs
totaled 14.2 trillion yuan ($2
trillion) in the first three quarters
of the year, accounting for 14
percent of the country’s GDP
and maintaining their lowest
level since records began,
official data showed on
October 27.

The ratio remained un-
changed from the first half of
the year but decreased by 0.1
percentage point from the same
period last year, according to
the National Development and
Reform Commission.

China aims to cut the ratio
of social logistics costs to GDP
to around 13.5 percent by
2027 as it moves to improve
economic efficiency, according

NUMBERS

Foreign direct investment (FDI) in January-September
(All growth rates are y.o.y., $1=7.08 yuan as of October 30)
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to an action plan unveiled in
November 2024.

By 2027, the country
expects to optimize its goods
transportation structure further,
and to strengthen its national
logistics hub system and mod-
ern logistics services network,
per the plan, which was issued
by the general offices of the
Communist Party of China
Central Committee and the
State Council, the highest state
administrative organ.

Industrial Profits

Profits of China’s major industri-
al firms increased by 3.2 percent
year on year in the first nine
months of 2025, recovering at
an accelerated pace, accord-
ing to the National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS) on October 27.

Industrial irms with an an-
nual main business revenue of
at least 20 million yuan ($2.8
million) saw their combined
profits totaling 5.37 trillion yuan
($756 billion) during this nine-
month period.

The 3.2-percent year-on-

year growth recorded from
January to September was the
highest cumulative growth rate
since August last year, and also
represented an acceleration of
2.3 percentage points compared
to the January-August period,
indicating a trend of accelerated
recovery, NBS statistician Yu
Weining said.

From January to September,
profits of hi-tech manufacturing
enterprises increased by 8.7 per-
cent year on year, accelerating
by 2.7 percentage points com-
pared with the January-August
period, contributing 1.6 percent-
age points to overall industrial
profit growth, according to Yu.

In September alone, profits
of the hi-tech manufacturing
sector achieved growth of 26.8
percent, serving as a significant
driver of high-quality develop-
ment in industrial enterprises,
Yu added.

Installed Power
Capacity

China’s cumulative installed

power generation capacity

had reached 3.72 billion kw by
the end of September 2025, a
year-on-year increase of 17.5
percent, official data showed on
October 26.

Solar power generation ca-
pacity amounted to 1.13 billion
kw by the end of September,
surging 45.7 percent compared
to the same period last year, ac-
cording to the National Energy
Administration (NEA).

Wind power generation
capacity reached nearly 582
million kw by the end of
September, rising 21.3 percent
year on year, the NEA data
revealed.

In the first nine months
of 2025, China’s major power
generation companies invested
598.7 billion yuan ($84.3 billion)
in power generation projects, up
0.6 percent year on year.

During the same period,
investments in power grid proj-
ects totaled 437.8 billion yuan
($61.7 billion)--an increase of 9.9
percent year on year, the NEA
data showed.

THIS WEEK

New Operating
System

Huawei said the number of
devices running HarmonyOS
5 had exceeded 23 million
units as of October 22, the day
the Chinese technology giant
released its new-generation
HarmonyOS 6 operating sys-
tem.

The rollout of HarmonyOS
6 has commenced for over
90 first-batch device models, in-
troducing upgrades in fluency,
intelligence, privacy protection
and cross-device collaboration,
according to Huawei Executive
Director Yu Chengdong.

Key features include Al-
powered anti-fraud capabilities
and enhanced privacy protec-
tion, such as Al anti-peeping
technology.

HarmonyOS is a full-
scenario intelligent operating
system developed by Huawei,
which has now grown into one
of the world’s top three mobile
operating systems.

FDI in the Chinese mainland into

hi-tech sector
170.84 billion yuan

ﬁ =10 billion yuan
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CEECEECE

manufacturing sector
150.09 billion yuan

=10 billion yuan
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(&} £
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(Source: Ministry of Commerce)
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JAPAN

Protesters gather in front of the Prime Twelve “digital torchbearers” (content creators)
Minister’s Office on October 28, pose with Milano-Cortina 2026 Olympic and
voicing dissatisfaction with U.S. Paralympic Games mascots Tina and Milo,

President Donald Trump’s visit and along with newly unveiled podiums, during a
protesting against arms expansion ceremony marking 100 days to the opening of
and the weaponization of tariffs the games, at Palazzo Lombardia in Milan
on October 29

CUBA

Military school cadets hold up a portrait of commander
Camilo Cienfuegos during a ceremony commemorating
the revolutionary leader in Havana on October 28

8 BEIIING REVIEW NOVEMBER 6, 2025
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SPAIN

Sheep and goats are paraded through downtown Madrid
on October 19 during the Transhumance Festival, a celebration
of the local traditional practice of seasonally moving livestock

THAILAND

Moumers gather for Queen Mother
Sirikit at King Chulalongkorn Memorial
Hospital in Bangkok on October 25.
She passed away a day earlier
attheage of 93

A 6)
() ASEAN Ron
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MALAYSIA

The closing ceremony of the 47th
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) Summit
underway in Kuala Lumpur on
October 28, during which the
ASEAN chairmanship for 2026
was handed over to
the Philippines
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0 YOUNG PIANIST SHINES AT CHOPIN PIANO COMPETITION

Chinese pianist Wang Zitong, 26, took third place at the 19th International Fryderyk
Chopin Piano Competition in Warsaw on October 21, and also received the event’s
Krystian Zimerman Award for the best performance of a sonata.

Born in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region in 1999, Wang began learning piano at 3.
She is pursuing a master’s degree at the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston,
Massachusetts, under the guidance of Dang Thai Son, who won the Chopin competition in

1980.

Pianist Chen Sa, who served on the jury of the competition this year, said Wang has
developed a personal approach to handling soft and delicate tones and brilliant execution

of lively, agile passages.

First held in 1927 and organized every five years, the competition
features a repertoire solely from Polish composer Frederic Chopin
(1810-49) and is regarded as one of the world’s most prestigious music
events. It’s open to pianists aged between 16 and 30 from around the
world. This year’s top winner is 28-year-old Chinese American pianist

Eric Lu.

Redefining Dining
Rednet.crl
October 26

For a long time, fine dining belonged to
the world of Michelin-starred restaurants
and five-star hotels. In China, however,
luxury hotels have lately been taking to the
streets, selling gourmet dishes from curb-
side food stalls at everyday prices—and
discovering that better affordability can
actually yield more profit.

At the Nobel International Hotel in

“Itis notjust an expansion of economic
cooperation, but also a key step toward
helping the region to walk away from the
reliance on low-end manufacturing and
achieve high-quality development.”

Sun Xiao, Secretary General of the China Chamber of
International Commerce, on the signing of the China-ASEAN Free
Trade Area 3.0 Upgrade Protocol in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,

on October 28

10 BEIJING REVIEW NOVEMBER 6, 2025

Zhengzhou, Henan Province, street stall sales
can bring in nearly 40,000 yuan ($5.630) in a
single day. Another local venue, the Zhengdi
Olympic Sports Jianguo Hotel, has gone
even further: Its street stalls once pulled in
90,000 yuan ($12,700) in just two hours.

The move reflects not just a creative
business model but also a timely response to
broader policies aimed at boosting domestic
consumption. By pairing five-star culinary
standards with street-level prices, luxury ho-
tels are finding new relevance in a changing
market as they strive for deeper connectivity
with their local communities.
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The Taste of China

Lifeweek
October27

Wine is hardly new to China. The country’s
wine-making story stretches all the way

back to 7,000 B.C., when early settlers in
what is now Henan Province were making
wine out of wild grapes, rice and hawthorn.
In 1892, Chinese entrepreneur Cheong Fatt
Tze (Zhang Bishi) founded Changyu Pioneer
Wine Co. Inc., China’s oldest and largest
modern winery, through which multiple
internationally renowned grape varieties were

“We welcome the addition of Tianjin’s
second line to our global production
system, asit provides us with the
necessary flexibility and capacity to deliver
on our plan to assemble 75 A320 family
aircraft per monthin2027.”

Airbus CEQ Guillaume Faury, at a ceremony to launch the
European aerospace giant’s Final Assembly Line for A320 family
aircraftin Tianjin on October 22
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brought into the country.

Despite its early entry into China, wine
has long remained on the margins of its drink-
ing culture. According to a 2024 report by
China Alcoholic Drinks Association, beer
and baijiu, Chinese distilled liquor, together
made up 93 percent of the country’s total
alcohol consumption, while per-capita wine
consumption stood at just 0.5 liters a year—
ranking China 20th in the world.

That, however, may be changing. While
large domestic wineries struggle to compete
with imported labels, small boutique produc-
ers are steadily winning loyal followings.
Their rise reflects a broader shift in drinking
habits among young Chinese consumers,
who are turning away from business ban-
quets, where baijiu is the main staple, and
drinking less for business and more for their
own enjoyment.

Another trend that has fueled the
rise of these small wineries is the move
beyond imitation to exploration of what
a truly Chinese wine might taste like by
experimenting with unconventional grape
varieties and fermenting techniques. By
appealing to a generation that values taste
and authenticity, China’s boutique produc-
ers are not only finding their own space
in a market long dominated by foreign
brands but also beginning to redefine what
it means to drink Chinese wine.

“China has created a new form of
international cooperation. We need
this new form of cooperation among
countries, based not on the will of one
or two big powers, but on the
principles of win-win cooperation.”

Gyula Thurmer, President of the Hungarian Workers’
Party, commending China’s role in promoting multilateral-
ism through initiatives such as the Belt and Road Initiative,

BRICS and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, ina

recent interview with Xinhua News Agency

Progress and Protection

Economic Daily
October 24

In the early morning of October 20, a new
high-voltage power line in Nanchong,
Sichuan Province, came into operation—
an event that spoke as much about restraint
as about progress. The line, along with
six other transmission lines in the area,
was shifted 6 km from its original route
to protect migratory birds that traverse the
region each year.

When engineers discovered that the

birds’ migratory routes overlapped with the
electromagnetic range of the power lines,
they quickly reached a consensus with local
authorities to adjust the project’s design:
Transmission towers were lowered, warn-
ing lights and marker balls installed and a
700-meter buffer zone established around
wetlands—all to keep power lines safely
clear of the birds’ migratory paths.

This is not an isolated case. More and more
such projects signal a quiet shift in China’s
development model, that slowing down to take
care of environmental concerns may, in the
long run, prove the fastest way forward.

0 OLYMPIC CHAMPION SKATING PAIR RETURNS

China’s Olympic champions Sui Wenjing and Han Cong announced their return to pairs
figure skating with a bronze medal at the ISU Grand Prix Cup of China in Chongqing on

October 25.

Sui, 30, and Han, 33, clinched gold in pairs figure skating at the Beijing 2022 Olympic
Winter Games. Following the victory, Sui never fully left the sport and resumed formal
training at the end of last year with the goal of competing at the 2026 Olympics. Han an-
nounced in 2023 that he would withdraw from all competitions during the 2026 Olympic

cycle due to injury.

The pair, first formed in 2007 and once re-
nowned for their synchronization, announced their
comeback in June. The Cup of China was their first

competition since returning to the ice.

Sui and Han also won World Championships
in 2019 and 2021 and claimed the title at the Four
Continents Championships in 2012, 2014, 2016,

2017,2019 and 2020.

“Extreme precipitation is a critical factor
in risk management. Mid-latitude regions
should prioritize managing flood risks driven
by intensified rainfall, while high-latitude
and alpine regions need to address hazard

risks related to snow.”

Li Yupeng, first author of a recent study published in the journal
Advances in Climate Change Research, which shows that global
warming has modified the distribution of both solid and liquid
precipitation—leading to changesin the intensity and frequency of
extreme rainfalland snowfall
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THE POWER OF
PLLANNING

Landmark meeting sends major policy signals for the next five years
By Yan Yilong


http://www.bjreview.com

he Fourth Plenary
Session of the 20th
Central Committee
of the Communist
Party of China (CPC),
convened in Beijing from October 20
to 23, shed light on China’s 15th Five-
Year Plan (2026-30), a development
roadmap over the next five years.

As a crucial pillar of national gov-
ernance, China’s Five-Year Plans have
allowed the country to think long term,
act strategically, and sustain progress
across decades. This mechanism has
been a key driver behind what many

call the “Chinese miracle.” While this idea of strategic
planning was not originally conceived in China, the
country’s persistence in making the plans and remarkable
success in implementing them are unparalleled. This en-
during success is a defining feature of what’s often called
the “China model.”

Mainstream Western economics has long argued that
national-level planning is impractical, advocating instead
for planning at the city or enterprise level. However, this
perspective appears increasingly narrow when viewed
through the lens of China’s experience.

Over the decades, China has developed a new form of
planning that combines the market-driven principles of a
capitalist economy with the guiding hand of government
policy. This approach, in which the government’s ““visible

VNHNIX

Xi Jinping, Li Qiang, Zhao Leji,

Wang Huning, Cai Qi, Ding Xuexiang
and Li Xi attend the Fourth Plenary
Session of the 20th Communist Party
of China (CPC) Central Committee in
Beijing. The 20th CPC Central
Committee convened its fourth plenary
session from October 20 to 23

Editor’s Note: The Fourth
Plenary Session of the 20th
Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China,
convened in Beijing from
October 20 to 23, outlined
China’s development
roadmap for the next five
years. Beijing Review
spoke with Chinese and
international experts for
in-depth analysis of the
upcoming 15th Five-Year
Plan (2026-30), as well
as China’s achievements
during the 14th Five-Year
Plan (2021-25) period.

5, 66l

hand” complements the market’s “in-
visible hand,” creates a synergy that
has driven immense progress.

Many Western observers have
wondered how China has achieved
remarkable development so quickly.
The truth is, these accomplishments
did not happen overnight. They are
the cumulative result of one Five-
Year Plan after another, each building
upon the last in a continuous process
of accumulation. This continuity is a
key advantage of China’s long-term
planning approach. China’s strategic
direction has remained remarkably
stable. The Five-Year Plans provide
a rare form of certainty in China, in a
world of increasing uncertainty.

Dynamic planning
The upcoming 15th Five-Year Plan
period will coincide with a time of

strategic standoff between major global » »
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powers and profound instability in the
world order. In this context, dynamic
planning will be more important than
ever. The experience of the 14th Five-
Year Plan (2021-25) has proven that
even under the unprecedented shock
of a global pandemic and other volatile
external conditions, China can still
manage to meet its high-quality devel-
opment targets.

The key to maintaining resilience
lies, first and foremost, in combining
long-term planning with short-term
flexibility. The ability to make strategic
decisions at the right moment and dy-
namically adjusting the planning and
macroeconomic control is one of the
inherent strengths of China’s planning
mechanism.

The Five-Year Plans’ midterm
evaluation mechanism should be fully
utilized to make necessary adjustment
in response to changing circumstances.
In the past, this adjustment mechanism
was rarely activated. But in today’s era
of high uncertainty, it has become clear
that no plan can foresee all changes,
such as the sudden onset of a global
pandemic or the outbreak of geopo-
litical conflicts. Making the national
planning more dynamic is therefore
essential to mitigating future risks.

From an economic standpoint,
China’s growth has already been ex-
traordinary. The People’s Republic of
China has sustained rapid growth for
more than 70 years. Many believe this
surge began with reform and opening
up launched some four decades ago,
yet even before that period, China’s av-
erage annual GDP growth exceeded 6
percent. Having maintained high-speed
growth for over seven decades, the na-
tion is entering the 15th Five-Year Plan
period, during which it aims to sustain
medium growth for at least another
decade.

How can this be achieved? The
answer lies in the institutional strengths
of socialism. Historically, when other
nations reached a similar stage of
development, many turned outward
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through expansion, wars or shifting industries abroad,
leading to the hollowing-out of domestic sectors. China,
however, is pursuing a different path, one that leverages
the advantages of its socialist system and promoting inter-
play between an efficient market and a well-functioning
government.

Take domestic demand as an example. Market forces
alone are insufficient. China’s rapid rise within the electric
vehicle industry would not have been possible without the
government’s firm commitment to climate policy and top-
level strategic design. Addressing climate change is not
just an environmental necessity, but also a major driver of
economic growth.

Expanding domestic demand is a systemic endeavor
that involves employment, income distribution and social
welfare. One of the root causes of insufficient domestic
demand lies in the fact that many low- and middle-income
households have the desire to consume but lack the pur-
chasing power. Promoting common prosperity, at its core,
is about boosting their consumption capacity. Likewise,
projects such as urban renewal and the redevelopment of
old residential areas are not only tangible measures toward
common prosperity but also powerful engines for domes-
tic demand. Behind all these efforts stands the strategic
strength of the state.

New priorities

The recent plenary session laid out 12
major priorities for China’s next stage
of development. At the top of the list is
“building a modernized industrial sys-
tem and reinforcing the foundations of
the real economy.” This signals China’s
resolve to chart a new course. China
has realized more clearly than ever that
the real economy is the cornerstone of
its development. The message is clear:
The modern industrial system must be
built on the foundation of the real econ-
omy, with advanced manufacturing as
its core. Its manufacturing value added
now accounts for roughly 30 percent of
the global total.

The plenary session noted that it
is essential to promote the integration
of manufacturing and services. China
already has powerful manufacturing
capabilities, but it is equally important
to promote the fusion of manufacturing
and services. Rather than merely sell-
ing equipment, we must expand into

Students watch an intelligent robot perform a dance during the opening ceremony of a science and
technology festival in Urumgj, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, on October 13
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Visitors explore Al technologies powered by DeepSeek's large model in Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province,

on May 4

providing integrated services.

Equally vital is the integration of
manufacturing and the digital econo-
my. The rapid rise of China’s digital
economy rests on a solid foundation—
a complete and fully integrated real
economy system. This allows tech-
nologies like Al to be swiftly deployed
in real-world scenarios, from smart
vehicles to embodied intelligence. This
serves as the foundation for China’s
digital economy and the bedrock of its
innovation drive. A full industrial chain
gives China a unique edge in innova-
tion, so ideas can be quickly translated
into prototypes, manufactured, tested
and improved, creating a virtuous
cycle of “innovation-manufacturing-
reinnovation.”

China is now the leading trading
partner for most countries around the
world, and the cornerstone of this is its
real economy. Trade cannot flourish
without strong manufacturing capacity
to produce what the world needs.

Traditional sectors will be up-
graded through new technologies to
preserve their strengths; emerging
industries will be scaled up to form

new competitive advantages; and future industries, such
as embodied intelligence, controlled nuclear fusion and
quantum computing, will be strategically encouraged.
Even if these frontier technologies yield no immediate
payoft in the next five years, their early groundwork will
prove invaluable in the decade ahead. This is long-range,
evidence-based planning.

Beyond that, many of the new policy arrangements
also deserve close attention. Compared with the previous
plan, the 15th Five-Year-Plan will put more emphasis on
innovation-driven growth, industrial profitability and the
construction of a modern industrial system anchored in ad-
vanced manufacturing. This shows that China has reached
a new stage of development based on the foundation laid
during the 14th Five-Year Plan period. Its determination
to achieve modernization remains unwavering. Despite an
increasingly complex and uncertain international environ-
ment, China will continue to move steadily forward along
its chosen course.

The plenary session also set a long-term goal: By
2035, China’s per-capita GDP will be on a par with that of
a mid-level developed country. This suggests that China’s
economy will maintain steady and medium-to-high-speed
growth. As long as China maintains steady growth during
the next five years, the 2035 modernization target will be
well within reach.

Innovation is another highlight. The plenary session
stressed a “high-level self-reliance and self-improvement
in science and technology,” an upgrade from the previous

wording of “self-reliance and self-im-
provement in science and technology.”
This shift reflects a deeper ambition:
to seize the strategic opportunities of a
new round of technological and indus-
trial transformation and to secure future
development. This demonstrates the
central role of technological innovation
in driving the development in the next
five years. To achieve this, the ple-
nary session underscored the need to
reinforce education, science and tech-
nology, and human resources, to ensure
that innovation and the real economy
advance together in an integrated way.

Another noteworthy focus is the
emphasis on the people. The plenary
session devoted extensive attention to
improving people’s wellbeing—mak-
ing solid headway promoting well-
rounded personal development and
common prosperity for all, promoting
high-quality population development
and further improving people’s living
standards. The principle of “people
first” runs deep in Chinese tradition.
During the 15th Five-Year Plan period,
this centrality will be more pronounced
than ever.

Opportunities for all
China’s continued opening up pres-
ents vast market opportunities to the
world. Initiatives such as the China
International Import Expo are creating
more pathways for global products to
enter China.

In the Chinese market, businesses
are exposed to the world’s most dy-
namic industrial transformations and
cutting-edge business innovations.
Losing access to the Chinese market
means more than losing a massive
consumer base, for it also means miss-
ing out on the chance to participate in
the frontier of global industrial evolu-
tion. Many European businesses have
come to realize that their models and
products refined in China are globally
competitive.

Two features make the Chinese

market unique: the intensity of»»
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An aerial performance at the Seventh China Helicopter Exposition in Tianjin on October 16

competition and the speed of evolution.
In almost every field, multiple tech-
nologies and companies compete side
by side, pushing innovation forward.
Only by participating in the market
directly can one truly grasp the pulse of
industrial change. For example, several
European automakers, after limited
engagement during the COVID-19
pandemic, were astonished to find that
China’s electric vehicle industry had
leapt to an entirely new level upon their
return.

China’s industrial development
also provides critical support for global
industrial and supply chains. As the
world moves toward a more opti-
mized allocation of resources, a global
system of regional specialization is
gradually emerging. China remains
the country with a complete industrial
system, strong manufacturing capacity,
and a competitive cost-performance
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advantage. Through cooperation with China, countries
around the world can significantly improve their produc-
tion efficiency. In the ongoing restructuring of global
supply chains, China stands as a stabilizing anchor.

One of the major challenges facing the global green
transition is a shortage of green capacity, both in terms of
insufficient renewable energy and limited green manufac-
turing capability. China’s strong green manufacturing base
fills this gap, making a vital contribution to the world’s
shift toward smarter and more sustainable development.

Chinese innovation is injecting fresh momentum
into global growth. Across Southeast Asia, the Middle
East, Africa and Latin America, Chinese technologies,
products, and development models are accelerating local
modernization processes. The Belt and Road Initiative
is empowering countries in the Global South, enhancing
their endogenous development capacity.

China’s expanding foreign investments will continue
to unleash untapped potential. As Minister of Commerce
Wang Wentao announced recently, during the 15th Five-
Year Plan period, China will broaden two-way investment
cooperation, focusing not only on GDP, but also on Gross
National Income (GNI), emphasizing both the “Chinese

economy’’ and the “Chinese people’s
economy” (emphasizing the econo-
my’s focus on serving the needs of the
population). As Chinese enterprises’
international competitiveness grows,
they are contributing to the stability and
smooth operation of global production
and supply chains. The returns from
these overseas assets will directly con-
tribute to GNI growth.

Taken together, China is send-
ing a clear message to the world: A
stronger China will not export war or
conflict—it will export opportunities.
As it continues to pursue its own stable
development, China remains commit-
ted to growing alongside the world and
sharing the benefits of progress. BR

The author is a professor at Tsinghua University’s
School of Public Policy and Management. He

is also deputy dean of Tsinghua’s Institute for
Contemporary China Studies and a specialist in
research on China’s Five-Year Plans
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COMMUNIQUE OF THE FOURTH

PLENARY SESSION OF THE 20TH
CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHINA

(Excerpt)

Adopted at the Fourth Plenary Session of the 20th Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China on October 23, 2025

r- I -‘he 20th Central Committee
of the Communist Party of
China (CPC) convened its

fourth plenary session in Beijing

from October 20 to 23, 2025.

A total of 168 members and
147 alternate members of the
Central Committee attended the
session. Members of the Standing
Committee of the Central
Commission for Discipline
Inspection and leading officials
from other relevant departments
were present at the meeting in a
non-voting capacity. Some of our
primary-level colleagues and a
number of experts and scholars
who served as delegates to the
20th National Party Congress also
attended the meeting in a non-
voting capacity.

The Political Bureau of the
Central Committee presided
over the meeting. Xi Jinping,
General Secretary of the Central
Committee, delivered important
addresses.

Participants at the session listened to and dis-
cussed a report on the work of the Political Bureau,
presented on its behalf by Xi Jinping. They also de-
liberated over and adopted the Recommendations of
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China for Formulating the 15th Five-Year Plan for
Economic and Social Development. Xi Jinping made
explanatory remarks on the draft recommendations.

At the session, the Central Committee fully
affirmed the work of the Political Bureau since
the Third Plenary Session of the 20th Central
Committee. It was unanimously agreed that the
Political Bureau has secured notable progress
in the following respects: earnestly implement-
ing the guiding principles from the Party’s 20th
National Congress and the plenary sessions of the
20th Central Committee; adhering to the general
principle of pursuing progress while ensuring
stability; fully and faithfully applying the new
development philosophy on all fronts; implement-
ing the Five-Sphere Integrated Plan and the Four-
Pronged Comprehensive Strategy in a coordinated
way; balancing domestic and international impera-
tives; ensuring both development and security;
further deepening reform comprehensively;
delivering tangible results in high-quality devel-
opment; advancing socialist democracy and rule

of law; improving public com-
munication and cultural work;
ensuring the people’s wellbeing
and protecting the environment;
safeguarding national security and
social stability; launching a study
campaign for fully implement-
ing the central Party leadership’s
eight-point decision on improv-
ing work conduct and further
strengthening full and rigorous
Party self-governance; modern-
izing national defense and the
armed forces; carrying out work
related to Hong Kong, Macao
and Taiwan; pursuing major-
country diplomacy with Chinese
characteristics; and promoting
sustained economic recovery and
growth. As a result of these ef-
forts, China is now on the verge
of accomplishing the major objec-
tives and tasks of the 14th Five-
Year Plan. It was also noted that
we had recently commemorated
the 80th anniversary of the vic-

tory in the Chinese People’s War p»
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of Resistance Against Japanese
Aggression and the World Anti-
Fascist War. This occasion has
greatly lifted the national spirit,
inspired a strong sense of patrio-
tism among our people and further
pooled strength for our country’s
collective endeavors.

Participants at the session gave
a positive assessment of China’s
major development achievements
during the 14th Five-Year Plan pe-
riod (2021-25), which has marked
a momentous and extraordinary
period in our country’s develop-
ment. In the face of a complicated
international landscape and the
challenging domestic tasks of
advancing reform, promoting
development, and ensuring stabil-
ity, the CPC Central Committee,
with Comrade Xi Jinping at its
core, has united the entire Party
and Chinese people of all ethnic
groups and led them in meeting
difficulties head-on and forging
ahead with determination. This has
allowed us to withstand the severe
shocks from a once-in-a-century
COVID-19 pandemic, respond ef-
fectively to many major risks and
challenges, and secure significant
new achievements in the cause of
the Party and the country. With
China reaching new heights in
terms of economic strength, scien-
tific and technological capabilities,
and composite national strength,
we have made solid new strides in
advancing Chinese modernization
and gotten off to a successful start
on our new journey toward the
Second Centenary Goal.

It was pointed out that socialist
modernization can only be real-
ized through a historical process
of gradual and ongoing develop-
ment. It requires the unremitting
hard work of one generation after
another. The period covered by the
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15th Five-Year Plan will be critical in this process
as we work to reinforce the foundations and push
ahead on all fronts toward basically achieving so-
cialist modernization by 2035. It will thus serve as
a key link between the past and the future. In this
period, China’s development environment will face
profound and intricate changes.

At present, China remains in a phase of de-
velopment where strategic opportunities exist
alongside risks and challenges, while uncertainties
and unforeseen factors are rising. Our economy is
on solid foundations, demonstrating advantages in
many areas, strong resilience and great potential.
The conditions and underlying trends supporting
long-term growth remain unchanged. More and
more, we are seeing the strengths of socialism with
Chinese characteristics, China’s enormous market,
its complete industrial system and its abundant hu-
man resources all coming to the fore.

All of us in the Party must acquire a deep under-
standing of the decisive significance of establishing
Comrade Xi Jinping’s core position on the Party
Central Committee and in the Party as a whole
and of establishing the guiding role of Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics
for a New Era; become more conscious of the
need to maintain political integrity, think in big-
picture terms, follow the leadership core and keep
in alignment with the central Party leadership; stay
confident in the path, theory, system and culture of
socialism with Chinese characteristics; and uphold
Comrade Xi Jinping’s core position on the Party
Central Committee and in the Party as a whole and
uphold the Central Committee’s authority and its
centralized, unified leadership.

We must maintain strategic resolve and enhance
our confidence of success. We must proactively
identify, respond to and steer changes, demonstrate
the courage and competence to carry forward our
struggle, and dare to brave high winds, choppy wa-
ters and even dangerous storms. We must seize the
historical initiative to overcome difficulties, combat
risks and confront challenges, focus on managing
our own affairs, and write yet another chapter on
the miracles of rapid economic growth and long-
term social stability, opening up new horizons for
Chinese modernization.

It was stressed that in pursuing economic
and social development during the 15th Five-
Year Plan period, we must stay committed to

Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong
Thought, Deng Xiaoping Theory,
the Theory of Three Represents
and the Scientific Outlook on
Development, and fully implement
Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism
with Chinese Characteristics for a
New Era. We must thoroughly ap-
ply the guiding principles from the
Party’s 20th National Congress
and the plenary sessions of the
20th Central Committee.

To move toward the Second
Centenary Goal of building China
into a great modern socialist coun-
try in all respects and advance the
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation
on all fronts through Chinese mod-
ernization, we must implement the
Five-Sphere Integrated Plan and
the Four-Pronged Comprehensive
Strategy in a coordinated way.
Keeping in mind both domestic
and international imperatives, we
must fully and faithfully apply the
new development philosophy on
all fronts, move faster to create a
new pattern of development, and
adhere to the general principle of
pursuing progress while ensuring
stability.

We must continue to pursue
economic development as our
central task, with high-quality
development as our main focus,
reform and innovation as the fun-
damental driving force, meeting
the people’s ever-growing needs
for a better life as our fundamental
goal, and full and rigorous Party
self-governance as the funda-
mental underpinning for all our
efforts. We must promote higher-
quality economic growth while
achieving an appropriate increase
in economic output and make
solid headway in promoting well-
rounded personal development
and common prosperity for all.
All of this will allow us to secure
decisive progress toward basically
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achieving socialist modernization.

At the session, the Central
Committee established the fol-
lowing guiding principles for
economic and social development
during the 15th Five-Year Plan pe-
riod: upholding the Party’s overall
leadership; putting the people first;
pursuing high-quality develop-
ment; comprehensively deepening
reform; promoting interplay be-
tween an efficient market and a
well-functioning government; and
ensuring both development and
security.

The Central Committee also
set the following major objec-
tives for the 15th Five-Year Plan
period: significant achievements
in high-quality development; sub-
stantial improvements in scientific
and technological self-reliance
and strength; fresh breakthroughs
in further deepening reform com-
prehensively; notable cultural and
ethical progress across society;
further improvements in quality of
life; major new strides in advanc-
ing the Beautiful China Initiative;
and further advances in strength-
ening the national security shield.
Building on this, we will work
hard for a further five years to
see that by the year 2035 China’s
economic strength, scientific and
technological capabilities, national
defense capabilities, composite
national strength, and international
influence will all be markedly
stronger, that its per-capita GDP
will be on a par with that of a mid-
level developed country, that its
people will live better and happier
lives, and that socialist moderniza-
tion will be basically realized.

It was noted that we should
build a modernized industrial sys-
tem and reinforce the foundations
of the real economy. To this end,
we should keep our focus on the
real economy, continue to pur-

sue smart, green and integrated development, and
work faster to boost China’s strength in manufac-
turing, product quality, aerospace, transportation
and cyberspace. The share of manufacturing in
the national economy should be kept at an appro-
priate level, and a modernized industrial system
should be developed with advanced manufacturing
as the backbone. We should upgrade traditional
industries, foster emerging industries and indus-
tries of the future, promote high-quality, efficient
development in the service sector, and develop a
modernized infrastructure system.

It was stated that we should achieve greater
self-reliance and strength in science and technol-
ogy and steer the development of new quality
productive forces. We must seize the historic
opportunity presented by the new round of techno-
logical revolution and industrial transformation to
boost China’s strength in education, science and
technology, and human resources in a well-coor-
dinated manner. We should enhance the overall
performance of China’s innovation system, raise
our innovation capacity across the board, strive to
take a leading position in scientific and technologi-
cal development, and keep fostering new quality
productive forces. We should promote advances
in original innovation and breakthroughs in core
technologies in key fields, facilitate full integration
between technological and industrial innovation,
pursue integrated development of education, sci-
ence and technology, and talent, and advance the
Digital China Initiative.

It was noted that we should build a robust
domestic market and work faster to foster a new
pattern of development. Guided by the strategy
of expanding domestic demand, we should work
toward improving living standards while increas-
ing consumer spending and coordinate investments
in physical assets and human capital. We should
see that new demand drives new supply, that new
supply helps create fresh demand, and that positive
interactions are fostered between consumption and
investment and between supply and demand. All
this will help enhance the dynamism and reliability
of the domestic economy. To this end, we should
boost consumption, expand effective investment,
and eliminate bottlenecks and obstacles hindering
the development of a unified national market.

It was stated that we should move faster to
develop a high-standard socialist market econ-
omy and boost the momentum for high-quality

development. We should up-
hold and improve China’s basic
socialist economic systems, bet-
ter leverage the leading role of
economic structural reform, and
improve the macroeconomic gov-
ernance system. This will help
ensure steady and sustained prog-
ress in high-quality development.
We should stimulate the vitality
of all market entities, work faster
to improve the institutions and
mechanisms for market-based al-
location of production factors, and
make macroeconomic governance
more effective.

It was also stated that we
should promote high-standard
opening up and create new ho-
rizons for mutually beneficial
cooperation. We should continue
to expand opening up at the in-
stitutional level, safeguard the
multilateral trading system and
promote broader international eco-
nomic flows. We should advance
reform and development through
greater openness and seek to share
opportunities and achieve common
development with the rest of the
world. We should take the initia-
tive to open China wider, promote
the innovative development of
trade, create greater space for two-
way investment cooperation, and
pursue high-quality Belt and Road
cooperation.

It was noted that we should
accelerate agricultural and rural
modernization and take solid
steps to advance all-around rural
revitalization. We must con-
tinue to place issues related to
agriculture, rural areas and rural
residents at the top of our Party’s
work agenda. We need to promote
integrated urban-rural develop-
ment, continue to consolidate and
expand our achievements in pov-
erty alleviation, basically ensure

modern living conditions in rural »»
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areas, and secure faster progress in
building up China’s strength in ag-
riculture. We should enhance the
overall production capacity, quali-
ty, and performance of agriculture,
build a beautiful and harmonious
countryside for people to live and
work in, and ensure that policies
aimed at strengthening agriculture,
benefiting farmers, and achieving
rural prosperity deliver greater
outcomes.

It was stated that we should
refine China’s regional economic
layout and promote coordinated
regional development. We should
give full play to the synergies
between the coordinated regional
development strategy, major re-
gional strategies, the functional
zoning strategy, and the new ur-
banization strategy, improve the
distribution of major productive
forces, and ensure that key regions
play their role as growth poles.
Our goal is to develop a regional
economic layout and a territorial
space system that enable regions
to leverage their complementary
strengths in pursuit of high-quality
development. We should promote
more coordinated regional de-
velopment, boost interconnected
development between regions,
improve the development of ter-
ritorial space, move forward with
people-centered new urbanization,
and strengthen marine develop-
ment, utilization, and protection.

It was noted that we should in-
spire the cultural creativity of our
entire nation and foster a thriving
socialist culture. We must uphold
the guiding role of Marxism in
the ideological domain, remain
firmly rooted in the broad and rich
Chinese culture, and follow the
trends of information technology.
On this basis, we should develop
a socialist culture with Chinese
characteristics for the new era
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that has the power to guide, unite, and inspire our
people and enjoys strong international influence.
Tangible steps should be taken to build China into
a country with a strong culture. We should promote
and put into practice the core socialist values, make
effective moves to boost cultural programs, accel-
erate the development of cultural industries, and
extend the reach and appeal of Chinese civilization.

It was stated that we should work harder to
ensure and improve public wellbeing and promote
common prosperity for all. In line with the prin-
ciple of doing everything within our means, we
must ensure that public services are inclusive, meet
essential needs, and provide a cushion for those
most in need, while working to resolve the pressing
difficulties and problems that concern the people
most. The channels of social mobility should re-
main unimpeded, and living standards should be
further improved. We should promote high-quality
and full employment, refine the income distribution
system, develop education that meets the people’s
expectations, improve the social security system,
and facilitate high-quality development of the real
estate sector. We should also work to advance the
Healthy China Initiative, promote high-quality
population development, and take solid steps to en-
sure equitable access to basic public services.

It was pointed out that we should accelerate the
green transition in all areas of economic and social
development in an effort to build a Beautiful China.
We must unwaveringly uphold the principle that lu-
cid waters and lush mountains are invaluable assets
and put it into concrete action. Guided by our goals
of achieving peak carbon and carbon neutrality, we
should make concerted efforts to cut carbon emis-
sions, reduce pollution, pursue green development,
and boost economic growth. We must reinforce our
ecological security shields and strengthen our green
development drivers. We should press ahead with
the critical battle against pollution and the drive to
upgrade ecosystems, move faster to develop a new
energy system, work actively and prudently toward
peak carbon emissions, and accelerate the shift to
eco-friendly production practices and lifestyles.

It was noted that we should modernize China’s
national security system and capacity and advance
the Peaceful China Initiative to a higher level. We
must remain steadfast in pursuing a holistic ap-
proach to national security and follow a socialist
path of social governance with Chinese charac-
teristics to ensure that our society is both full of

vitality and in good order. We
should establish a sound national
security system, build up national
security capacity in key sectors,
enhance public safety governance,
and improve the social governance
system.

It was also noted that we
should work to achieve the cen-
tenary goals of the People’s
Liberation Army on schedule
and modernize national defense
and the armed forces. We should
act on Xi Jinping Thought on
Strengthening the Military and
carry out the military strategy for
the new era. We must ensure that
the Party exercises absolute lead-
ership over the people’s armed
forces, and the system of ultimate
responsibility resting with the
chairman of the Central Military
Commission must be imple-
mented. We are pursuing the new,
three-step strategy for moderniz-
ing national defense and the armed
forces. On this basis, we should
continue to enhance political loy-
alty in the military, strengthen the
military through reform, scientific
and technological advances, and
personnel training, and run the
military in accordance with the
law. We should simultaneously
carry out operations, boost combat
preparedness, and enhance mili-
tary capabilities, and accelerate
integrated military development
through mechanization, informa-
tization, and the application of
smart technologies. All this will
enhance our military’s strategic
capacity to defend our national
sovereignty, security, and devel-
opment interests. We should speed
up the development of advanced
combat capabilities, modernize
military governance, and con-
solidate and improve integrated
national strategies and strategic
capabilities.
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It was stressed that the whole
Party and all Chinese people
should be united in a concerted en-
deavor to fulfill the 15th Five-Year
Plan. We must use the Party’s
self-reform to steer social reform
and stay committed to strengthen-
ing full and rigorous Party self-
governance. We should see to it
that our Party becomes better at
providing political leadership and
theoretical guidance, organizing
the people, and inspiring society
while also improving its ability to
lead China’s economic and social
development endeavors. All this
will enable us to gather a mighty
force for advancing Chinese
modernization. We must uphold
and strengthen the Party Central
Committee’s centralized, unified
leadership, advance socialist de-
mocracy and rule of law, and fully
mobilize the initiative, enthusiasm
and creativity of the whole society
to advance Chinese moderniza-
tion. We should work for long-
term prosperity and stability in
Hong Kong and Macao, promote
the peaceful development of re-
lations across the Taiwan Strait
and advance the cause of national
reunification, and secure further
progress in building a community
with a shared future for humanity.

It was pointed out that study-
ing and implementing the guiding
principles from this plenary ses-
sion represent a major political
task for the entire Party and nation
both at present and in the period to
come. We must employ a variety
of means to organize study ac-
tivities, instructional lectures and
communication initiatives, so as
to make sure that the whole Party
and society acquire a thorough
understanding of the session’s
guiding principles. In effectively
implementing these principles,
we must stay firmly committed to

high-quality development, step up efforts to foster
a new development pattern, make solid strides to-
ward delivering common prosperity for all, better
ensure both development and security, and coor-
dinate our economic development endeavors with
work in all other spheres. This will ensure that we
lay a solid foundation for basically realizing social-
ist modernization.

It was stressed that to run the country well, we
must first run the Party well; only a Party that is
thriving can make our country strong. The more
effective our Party is in supervising and governing
itself, the better it will be able to provide guaran-
tees for our economic and social development. We
must have the resolve and tenacity to persist in the
always ongoing endeavor of Party self-governance.
In exercising full and rigorous self-governance,
we must firmly act on the Party’s requirements for
self-reform, devote sustained and consistent ef-
forts to improving conduct, and combat corruption
resolutely, thereby providing a strong guarantee
for fulfilling the major objectives for economic
and social development in the 15th Five-Year Plan
period.

Participants at the session carried out an analy-
sis of the present situation and the tasks we face.
It was highlighted that we must remain firmly
focused on accomplishing this year’s targets for
economic and social development. To this end,
we must continue to implement the decisions and
plans of the Central Committee through targeted
efforts. We must work to stabilize employment,
enterprise operations, markets and expectations
and keep the fundamentals of the economy stable,
so as to consolidate and strengthen the momentum
for economic recovery and growth. We should
ensure that our macro policies continue to play an
effective role and intensify their implementation as
necessary. We should fully implement assistance
policies for enterprises, press ahead with special
initiatives to boost consumption, guarantee the
three priorities including people’s basic wellbe-
ing, payment of salaries and normal government
functioning at the primary level, and defuse local
government debt risks through active and prudent
measures.

It was noted that we should take concrete steps
to safeguard the people’s wellbeing and unlock
potential through multiple channels. We should
devote greater efforts to stabilizing and expanding
employment while promoting stable employment

for key groups. We should ramp
up efforts to address wage arrears,
improve basic public services, and
work harder to resolve the press-
ing difficulties and problems that
concern the people most. We must
do a good job in post-disaster
recovery and reconstruction.
Appropriate arrangements should
be made for disaster victims to
ensure that their basic living needs
are met and that they have warm
shelter for the winter.

It was emphasized that we
must ensure workplace safety
and safeguard stability. We must
make sure that all responsibilities
concerning workplace safety are
fulfilled and that oversight sys-
tems are rigorously implemented,
and we must work with firm
resolve to prevent and mitigate
major and serious accidents. We
should strengthen whole-of-chain
supervision and administration of
food and drug safety. We should
intensify efforts to investigate and
resolve disputes and conflicts, take
a holistic approach to ensuring law
and order, and crack down on il-
legal and criminal activities of all
types in accordance with the law.
Furthermore, we should improve
public opinion guidance and ef-
fectively prevent and defuse risks
in the ideological domain.

At the session, a call was issued
to the whole Party, the entire mili-
tary and Chinese people of all ethnic
groups to rally more closely around
the Party Central Committee with
Comrade Xi Jinping at its core, work
hard together toward the goal of
basically realizing socialist modern-
ization, and continue to break new
ground in building a great country
and advancing national rejuvenation
on all fronts through Chinese mod-
ernization. BR

(Source: Xinhua News Agency)
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A PLAN FOR THE FUTURE OF
GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT

s China concludes the suc-

cessful implementation of

the 14th Five-Year Plan
(2021-25) and enters the decisive
stage of building a modern socialist
country, it does so with a powerful
legacy that has shaped its develop-
ment for more than seven decades.
Since the first Five-Year Plan
was launched in 1953, China has
continuously planned its national de-
velopment through strategic cycles,
adapting to domestic realities, global
changes and technological revolu-
tions. This long-term consistency
is not merely administrative, it is
civilizational. It reflects a governing
philosophy that sees development
as a disciplined process of continu-
ous improvement, guided by vision
rather than reaction. The achieve-
ments of the 14th Five-Year Plan—
rapid economic recovery amid
global headwinds, breakthroughs in
innovation, advances in green devel-
opment and improved livelihoods—
have laid a solid foundation for the
next phase. It is against this back-
drop that the 15th Five-Year Plan
(2026-30) emerges not as a simple
continuation, but as a transformative
blueprint designed to propel China
toward becoming a global leader in
innovation, sustainability and high-
quality development.

Shaping a global future

of modernity
The 15th Five-Year Plan represents
a critical strategic window during
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which China will move from consolidating its strength
to shaping a global future of modernity. It is explicitly
framed around one core mission: to firmly anchor
high-quality development as the primary task of the
nation. This signals a historic shift from quantitative
expansion to qualitative excellence, from industrial
catch-up to technological leadership and from do-
mestic revitalization to global standard-setting. The
plan outlines a cohesive strategic framework built on
innovation-driven development, modernized industrial
infrastructure, regional coordination, green transfor-
mation, reform and opening up at a higher institutional
level, and a deepened commitment to people-centered
progress.

At the heart of the plan lies innovation as the first
driving force of national rejuvenation. It calls for
strengthening national strategic science and technol-
ogy capabilities, with a strong focus on frontiers such
as Al, quantum information, life sciences, deep space
exploration and deep-sea technologies. China will
accelerate the construction of world-class research
infrastructure clusters and optimize its national labo-
ratory system to ensure breakthroughs in critical
bottleneck technologies. The plan sets an ambitious
goal of raising research and development expenditure,
further cementing China’s position among the world’s
top innovation-driven economies. It recognizes that
enterprises—not institutes alone—must be the prin-
cipal engines of innovation, advocating for deep
integration between research institutions, universities
and the private sector. Intellectual property creation
and protection is elevated to a strategic pillar, signal-
ing that innovation capacity will be both homegrown
and safeguarded.

The plan further lays out an ambitious agenda for
industrial modernization. Far from abandoning its
real economy base, China will deepen its manufac-
turing strengths by promoting high-end, intelligent
and green development. Traditional industries will
be upgraded through full-chain digitalization, while

strategic emerging industries —such
as biomanufacturing, new materi-
als, high-end equipment, aerospace
and marine technologies —will be
expanded at scale. Most notably, the
plan looks beyond today’s industries
to the future, with forward-looking
deployment in fields such as brain-
inspired intelligence, gene editing
and extraterrestrial resource utiliza-
tion. The integration of the digital
economy and the real economy is a
central theme. China aims to develop
a globally leading digital infrastruc-
ture, promote industrial Internet
applications, and foster a regulated
and vibrant platform economy. This
vision positions China not only to
participate in the fourth industrial
revolution, but to guide its evolution.

In the realm of green develop-
ment, the 15th Five-Year Plan
establishes a clear path toward
carbon peaking and advances the
transition to a carbon-neutral future.
It commits to a dual-control system
on carbon emissions in both volume
and intensity. The document calls
for the construction of a new energy
system with non-fossil fuels at its
core, expanded investment in renew-
able energy infrastructure and large-
scale adoption of clean technologies
in industrial, construction and trans-
portation sectors. It also emphasizes
ecological restoration and biodiver-
sity protection as integral components
of economic policy. This vision
places China among the world’s
leading advocates and practitioners
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of ecological civilization, demonstrating that sustain-
ability is not a constraint on development, but a driver
of future competitiveness.

Reform and opening up form another strategic
pillar. The plan does not view opening up merely
as the flow of goods or capital, but as a deeper inte-
gration into global systems of rules, standards and
governance. By committing to expand institutional
opening in areas such as regulations, management and
standards, China signals its intent to actively shape
the frameworks of international economic order.
The Belt and Road Initiative will be further aligned
with high-quality development standards, prioritizing
sustainable, technology-driven and innovation-based
cooperation. At home, reform will focus on creating a
high-standard market system, deepening factor market
reforms, optimizing the business environment and en-
hancing market confidence. Together, these measures
demonstrate that China remains open to the world,
but on a higher level defined by quality, resilience and
mutual benefit.

People-centered approach

A defining feature of the 15th Five-Year Plan is
its people-centered approach. The plan recognizes
that development is meaningful only when it im-
proves the lives of the people and advances common
prosperity. It seeks to strengthen employment poli-
cies, particularly for youth, recent graduates and
emerging occupational sectors. It aims to expand
the middle-income group through better wage
structures, social protections and public service ac-
cess. China’s response to demographic challenges
is articulated through proactive aging strategies and
the development of a “silver economy,” turning
challenges into new economic frontiers. Healthcare
reform will deepen to expand access to quality med-
ical resources and ensure regional equity. The plan
also emphasizes cultural development, recognizing
cultural confidence as a core strength of national re-
juvenation.

In the domain of governance, the 15th Five-Year
Plan elevates state capacity as an essential force
in modernization. It calls for improving law-based
governance, strengthening administrative efficiency,
enhancing national security systems and refining
mechanisms for social governance. It reinforces the
leadership of the Communist Party of China as the
central guarantee of successful implementation. This
linkage between strategic planning and governance
innovation demonstrates that China’s modernization
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The upper reservoir project of the Nanning Pumped-Storage Power Station, a
major national energy project under China’s 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25),
on October 25

model is not simply economic—it
is institutional and civilizational in
nature.

Forward-looking nature
What makes the 15th Five-Year
Plan particularly significant is its
forward-looking nature. It is not
merely a plan for the next five years;
it is a decisive chapter in China’s
100-year journey toward national
rejuvenation. By the conclusion of
this plan in 2030, China aims to be
on the cusp of realizing its 2035
goals of basically achieving socialist
modernization. This means that the
15th Five-Year Plan is the transition
point— from building a foundation
to completing the framework of a
modernized nation that is strong, in-
novative, green, culturally confident
and globally engaged.

On the international stage, the
15th Five-Year Plan sends a clear
message. It demonstrates that China
is not turning inward but seeking to
contribute more actively to global
prosperity and stability. As some

parts of the world struggle with
policy inertia, political polarization
and short-termism, China offers a
model of strategic consistency, long-
range foresight and people-centered
governance. The continuation of its
planning tradition into the 15th cycle
is a reminder that China’s rise has
never been accidental. It has been
guided, tested, adjusted and propelled
by one of the most sophisticated
planning systems in human history.
In this new era, China is not
only pursuing modernization—it
is helping to redefine it. Through
innovation, green development,
coordinated regional advancement,
reform and opening up, and common
prosperity, the 15th Five-Year Plan
represents China’s strategic blueprint
for global leadership. It is a plan not
only for China’s future, but for the
future of global development. BR

The author is president of the America China
Public Affairs Institute

Copyedited by G.P Wilson
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CHINA DOESN’T FAIL TO PLAN,
NOR DOES IT FAIL

aving reached the age of
reason during the first term
of the Ronald Reagan

presidency (1981-85), I distinctly recall
two lessons from that period that were
initially formative in my worldview,
despite what appears in hindsight to
be a fundamental contradiction. Both
came from my father directly and were
reinforced in various ways by other so-
cial and political forces then culturally
hegemonic in that Cold War milieu.

First, his frequent repetition of the
axiomatic expression, “One doesn’t
plan to fail, one fails to plan.” And
second, he was wont, after dinner, to
read aloud from whatever book had
caught his fancy, in this case, Milton
Friedman’s screed, Free to Choose
(1979). The book praised free-market
principles, lambasted government in-
tervention in the economy and inspired
Reagan’s famous quip, “Government
is not the solution to our problem; gov-
ernment is the problem.”

It might be said that this sentiment
still rings true in the White House
today, given the Donald Trump ad-
ministration’s decimation of the U.S.
government and the ongoing standoff
with Congress over funding, which
has left federal workers furloughed and
without pay, many increasingly seek-
ing assistance from food banks to feed
their families, while American citizens
go without public services.

The U.S. has indeed been in long
cycles of decline since the 1970s at
least, so it’s not surprising that it finds
itself returning in various ways to
discourses and practices that are not
merely symptoms of a system in crisis,
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but a system that normalizes cyclical crises to discipline
the working class and perpetuate political control by
economic elites. But whatever the underlying cause, the
political consequences are clear, as are their criticisms of
others. As a school kid, we were taught not only the fool-
ishness of government and government planning in the
U.S., we were taught to demonize the same wherever it
was practiced in the world, above all in socialist countries.

“One doesn’t plan to fail, one fails to plan.” In fact,
this quote is most commonly attributed to Benjamin
Franklin (1706-90), one of the most important and influ-
ential figures in American history, a polymath who aided
the American revolutionary war effort and helped solve
its initial Constitutional crises. Franklin’s original formu-
lation: “By failing to prepare, you are preparing to fail.”
Consequently, we might say there’s a bit of irony in the
fact that someone who is so famously connected to a pro-
planning sentiment would be one of the key architects of
a political system that was from the outset designed to be
self-limiting in its capacity to organize and plan, leaving
such work for the most part to local governments that
were more directly under the control of so-called civil
society.

This famous quote is also closely associated with
Herbert Spencer (1820-1903), a leading English polymath
working in philosophy, biology and the social sciences in
the Victorian era, who coined the term, “‘survival of the fit-
test,” which Charles Darwin would later adopt in his studies
of evolution. In fact, while there’s no record Spencer ever
wrote or uttered an equivalent phrase on failing to plan, it
is widely attributed to him because it aligns with his views
on individualism, self-reliance and the importance of fore-
sight. However, Spencer is recognized as founding what
scholars would later call Social Darwinism, believing
that social, economic and political competition weeded
out weak people, thereby leading to societal progress. He
developed this ideology to attack government welfare and
intervention.

As I'reflect on the recent Fourth Plenary Session of the
20th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China
(CPC), held in Beijing from October 20 to 23, and do so
as an American Marxist exiled in China, I’'m inclined to

reflect firstly on Franklin and Spencer’s
ideas and their continued resonance in
the United States. There is of course
something self-serving and likely dis-
ingenuous about their sentiments and
political positions.

It’s not uncommon for some ex-
ceptionally talented people to believe
they are superior to others, and it’s un-
equivocally the case that Franklin and
Spencer believed that of themselves in-
dividually, and likewise believed this of
their class, race and gender, with both
advancing misogynist and racist ideas.
Franklin owned slaves and Spencer ar-
gued pseudo-scientifically that women
and black people were biologically
inferior and less capable intellectually
or contributing to the management of
society.

While Franklin wrote admiringly
of Confucian philosophy he generally
considered Chinese people to be “noble
savages.” Spencer’s views were even
worse, broadly describing China as a
failed civilization, and the “Chinese
people as being deceitful and obse-
quious, lacking in individuality and
ingenuity, and industrious but in a ser-
vile way.” Unsurprisingly, this way of
thinking is still found in the U.S. lead-
ership today, given the recent noxious
quote from Vice President J.D. Vance
in defense of the U.S. trade war against
China and America’s ongoing efforts
to manipulate global currency and cap-
ital markets: “We borrow money from
Chinese peasants to buy the things
those Chinese peasants manufacture.”

In fact, while the People’s Republic
of China’s experiences with central-
ized planning included a number of
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ups and downs in the first 30 years
after its founding in 1949, which some
historians in the West still talk about
incessantly, the overall trajectory of
Chinese development was overwhelm-
ingly positive, and all the more so once
China reached a threshold that made
reform and opening up possible. What
other major country using the rubric of
centralized planning has accomplished
more in terms of human development,
social justice and national rejuvena-
tion than China has, not just in the past
seven decades but throughout all of
recorded human history?

Let us now bring this reflection to
a close by noting that the key outcome
of the recent plenary session was the
adoption of the Recommendations
of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China for
Formulating the 15th Five-Year Plan
for National Economic and Social
Development. This document sets the
blueprint for China’s development

Vessels under construction at the production base of Taizhou Sanfu Ship Engineering Co. Ltd. in

over the next five years, a period considered crucial for
achieving the broader goal of “basically realizing social-
ist modernization” by 2035, and will be voted on by the
National People’s Congress, China’s top legislature, in
March 2026.

The blueprint points especially toward building a
modernized industrial system. It promotes greater self-
reliance and strength in science and technology, moving
toward breakthroughs in core technologies like quantum
computing and biomanufacturing. In the meantime, to
further improve quality of life and make China less sensi-
tive to global demand fluctuations and trade wars, it aims
to expand domestic demand and increase household con-
sumption in sectors like health and culture. Furthermore,
signaling China will be source of continued growth for
the global economy, the blueprint also continues China
down the path of reform, opening up and global coopera-
tion, above all by continuing high-standard opening up
and global economic engagement, positioning China as a
stabilizer and engine for international growth and devel-
opment. Finally, the plan accentuates China’s continued
commitment to green development and green transforma-
tions, sticking with China’s carbon neutrality targets and
outsized efforts to fight global climate change.

Planning is what the key to responsible governance

..1

Taizhou, Jiangsu Province, on October 14

looks like. It’s one of the lynchpins of
China’s unapparelled success in bring-
ing wealth and wellbeing to its people,
including women, those of different
ethnicities and above all the poorest
of the poor. In these ways, China has
exemplified the lesson I and many
others were taught when we were
kids about the value of planning, but
it actually fulfills that wisdom in ways
that should humble Franklin, Spencer
and their ideological descendants who
persist in positions of power in the U.S.
today, and who seem to attack China
above all because China plans and they
don’t...BR

The author is a professor of politics and
international relations and director of the Center for
Ecological Civilization at East China Normal
University in Shanghai. He is also a senior research
fellow with the Institute for the Development of
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics at Southeast
University in Nanjing

Copyedited by G.P. Wilson
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THE GEOGRAPHY OF

n urban planning, there is a well-
Iknown “threshold theory,” which

suggests that development,
whether of a city, a region or an entire
nation, does not follow a smooth and
linear path upward; instead, progress
advances in stages.

After a period of rapid growth, with
changes in development environment
and technological bottlenecks, there
often comes a phase of adjustment and
stabilization, during which several tasks
must be undertaken: identifying shifts
in major opportunities, overcoming
key development obstacles, achieving
an effective transition between old and
new growth drivers, and reorganiz-
ing available resources in response to
changing circumstances. Once these
challenges are resolved, a new phase of
accelerated development begins.

China’s modernization follows this
law. The upcoming 15th Five-Year
Plan (2026-30) period will not be about
racing for speed or scale. Rather, it will
be about setting the rules, establishing
the standards, exploring pathways,
optimizing planning and ensuring
coordinated progress for high-quality
development. It will be a time for
China to strengthen foundations and
confront challenges head-on.

From coordination to
integration

Over the years, China has introduced
four strategies for guiding regional de-
velopment. Each once served a distinct
purpose — the Coordinated Regional
Development Strategy emphasized
balance, the Major Regional Strategies
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prioritized the creation of growth poles, the Functional
Zoning Strategy focused on differentiated governance,
and the New Urbanization Strategy centered on people’s
modernization and the leading role of cities in the process.

The emphasis on “giving full play to the synergies
between the four strategies” in the Recommendations
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China (CPC) for Formulating the 15th Five-Year Plan
for National Economic and Social Development aims to
create a more effective alignment between the forces that
drive growth and the spaces that carry it. The document,
adopted at the Fourth Plenary Session of the 20th CPC
Central Committee, held in Beijing on October 20-23,
establish the guiding principles and objectives for China’s
overall advancement over the next five years.

China is placing even greater emphasis on tailored
development based on each region’s distinctive natural,
economic and social resource conditions. Another focus
is the integration of regional economic layout and the ter-
ritorial space system. The former sets goals and standards
for development while the latter provides the physical and
environmental foundation for achieving them (such as
zoning and land use planning).

During the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25) period,
the emphasis of spatial planning has been on balancing
development and conservation, as China is still in a phase
of rapid urbanization and faces strong tensions between
large-scale construction and ecological preservation. In
contrast to our major progress in environmental protec-
tion and regulatory frameworks, the mechanisms that
sustain development have not yet played their full role.
Thus, the new priority is to optimize the spatial layout for
development.

A critical component of China’s regional coordina-
tion strategy in the new stage is boosting interconnected
development between regions. This has two main dimen-
sions: Developed regions should cooperate to achieve a
“one plus one is greater than two” effect, creating greater
efficiency, innovation and competitiveness through
synergy; cooperation between developed and less devel-
oped regions must be deepened. This involves not only

financial transfer payments but also
market-driven mechanisms that lever-
age their differences in prices, resources
and costs to promote industrial cluster-
ing and value-chain collaboration. The
goal is to maximize overall economic
efficiency across regions. (The finan-
cial transfer payment refers to the funds
allocated by higher-level governments
to lower-level governments free of
charge. It is an important policy tool
mainly used to solve the problem of
regional financial imbalance and pro-
mote the equalization of basic public
services between regions— Ed.)

The concept of “people-centered”
new urbanization is underlined in the
document of recommendations. When
discussing urbanization, whether in
terms of the urbanization rate or the
leading role cities play in driving social
and economic development, it ulti-
mately comes down to people.

In this regard, one of the tasks is to
ensure people who move to cities from
rural areas obtain household registra-
tion and access basic public services in
their place of permanent residence.

A truly people-centered urbaniza-
tion also touches upon how social
wealth created by urbanization is
distributed, specifically, increasing the
labor income share. The ultimate goal
is to raise overall national income, not
to concentrate wealth among a few.

Strategic mobility

Modern society is defined by mobil-
ity. The more primitive a society,
the more tightly people and land are
bound together. However, new op-
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portunities stem from the free flow
of factors of production, namely,
labor, capital, goods and informa-
tion. China has made remarkable
progress in this regard. From physi-
cal infrastructure to digital systems,
connectivity has advanced greatly
over the years. A unified national
market centered on the free flow of
goods is now largely in place.

The next step is to enable the
freer movement of other factors
of production, beginning with la-
bor. Within provinces, mobility
is already largely unhindered. In
more advanced regions such as the
Yangtze River Delta, policymakers
are exploring how to achieve seam-
less inter-provincial movement. The
ultimate goal is nationwide mobility.

Land use and resource allocation
will follow a similar trajectory. For
instance, can urban construction land
quotas be transferred freely between
resource-scarce and resource-abun-
dant areas? Today, such adjustments
are still largely limited within mu-

nicipal or provincial boundaries. The same question
extends to data resources. Breaking down ““data silos”
and enabling cross-sector data flow will also be key is-
sues during the 15th Five-Year Plan period.

During this period, China’s most advanced regions
are already moving into a new phase: developing
world-class city clusters. For most other regions, the
focus will be on cultivating smaller modern metro-
politan circles with distinctive strengths. As China
advances its strategy of global connectivity, a greater
number of strategic hubs will be further strengthened.

Another priority is strengthening strategic hin-
terland. As property and living costs rise in eastern
coastal regions, parts of the industrial chain are relo-
cating inland, where production and living costs are
lower. Many firms are building second or even third
manufacturing bases in inland regions. These regions
will play a crucial role in China’s next phase of eco-
nomic restructuring.

In recent years, China has also emphasized that
factors of production, investment and resources should
flow in line with the trends of population movement.
This marks a shift toward more differentiated and
adaptive policymaking, ensuring that both growing
urban centers and less-populated areas receive the
targeted support to achieve balanced and efficient
development.

Children play at a park
converted from old
factory buildings

and warehouses in
Shenyang, Liaoning
Province, on October 8

Urban popula-
tion increases and
decreases are part of a
dynamic system. For
ecological preserva-
tion areas, maintaining
smaller populations
and reducing human
pressure can itself
generate new value.

As China advances
toward its goals of peaking carbon
emissions before 2030 and achiev-
ing carbon neutrality before 2060,
carbon markets will become a major
new growth driver. Regions with
lighter industrial footprints, includ-
ing those with declining populations,
will gain fresh opportunities by
converting ecological resources into
economic assets through conserva-
tion and carbon trading.

In earlier years, China’s spatial
planning focused mainly on pre-
serving ecology and resources. The
15th Five-Year Plan shifts emphasis
toward strengthening the foundation
for development, ensuring that se-
curity and growth advance together.
Even amid global uncertainty, de-
velopment remains China’s core
priority. BR

The author is a professor at and director of the
Institute for Urban Governance and Sustainable
Development, Tsinghua University
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BENEFITS BEYOND BORDERS

The contribution of China’s Five-Year Plans to the global economy By Tao Xing

rom 2021 to 2024, during the
Ffirst four years of the 14th
Five-Year Plan (2021-25)
period, China’s economy grew at an
average annual rate of 5.5 percent,
higher than the global average. Its
contribution to global economic
growth remained around 30 percent,
playing a crucial role in stabilizing
the world economy.
Five-Year Plans, formally known
as Five-Year Plans for National

Economic and Social Development, are key guiding
documents for China’s medium-to-long-term progress.
They outline the country’s overall goals, key tasks and
policy orientations across all sectors over five-year
periods.

During the 14th Five-Year Plan period, global
cooperation has been increasingly undermined by pro-
tectionism and the normal functioning of the multilateral
trading system faces serious challenges. Despite these
difficulties, China has instilled confidence in the world
through its technological innovation and the sharing of
opportunities arising from its reform and opening up.

During the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25) period,
China’s economic growth: projected to exceed 35 tln yuan ($4.89 tln)

China remains the world’s second largest economy, the world’s largest manufacturing country,
the second largest consumer market and the country with the largest foreign exchange reserves.

2021-24

China’s average annual economic growth rate: 5.5 %

The world’s average annual economic growth rate: 3.9 %

China contributed an approximate 30 % of global growth each year

Global Innovation Index ranking

® China: 10th position in 2025, up from 34th in 2012

® The United States: 3rd position in 2025, up from 10th in 2012

® Germany: 11th position in 2025, down from 9th in 2012

® The United Kingdom: 6th position in 2025, unchanged from 2012
® France: 13th position in 2025, down from 11th in 2012

China’s 2.68% R&D intensity ranked 12th among major countries in the world in 2024,
higher than the average of European Union countries (2.11%) and approaching that of

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries (2.73%).

(Sources: State Council Information Office of China and World Intellectual
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Property Organization)

Driving global
innovation

China is one of the world’s fastest-
growing economies in terms of
innovation capacity. The country
has risen to the 10th position in
global innovation for 2025, up one
spot from the previous year, ac-
cording to a ranking released by
the World Intellectual Property
Organization in September. The
Innovation Scoreboard released by
the European Commission in July
showed that China’s score has in-
creased by 31.6 percentage points
since 2020 —a rise significantly
higher than that of Europe and the
United States. The annual report as-
sesses the innovation performance
of countries.

At the Mingde Strategic
Dialogue 2025, hosted by Renmin
University of China in Beijing
on October 17, John Ross, for-
mer Director of Economic and
Business Policy for the Mayor of
London, said China made a ma-
jor technological breakthrough
during the 14th Five-Year Plan
period. At the event, more than 30
Chinese and foreign representa-
tives from the international strategic
academic community exchanged
ideas under the theme Chinese
Modernization: New Drivers of
Globalization.

Ross told the participants that
China has transformed from a tech-
nological follower not expanding the
global technological frontier into a
technological leader in major indus-
trial sectors that, in turn, transforms
its relations with the world economy.
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Visitors sample beverages at the food and agricultural products exhibition area of the Seventh
China International Import Expo in Shanghai on November 10, 2024

The industries in which China
has already achieved technological
leadership are far from peripheral,
according to Ross. They include key
sectors such as telecommunications,
electric vehicles, solar panels, wind
power, pharmaceuticals and the
mass production of cameras for in-
dustrial control systems—as well as,
in certain areas, consumer Internet
services and Al. These fields will
continue to be decisive arenas of
global competition in the decades
ahead, he added.

For example, as the world shifts
from fossil fuels to renewable en-
ergy, a process expected to take
several decades, China has already
established technological leadership
in the critical industries that underpin
the transformation. This positions
China to further consolidate and
expand its role in the global techno-
logical landscape. “It is no longer
merely a producer of technologies
that can easily be replaced by other
countries, but rather a key provider
of indispensable infrastructure and

industrial systems—such as power supply and trans-
portation networks—that cannot be replaced,” Ross
said. “This places China, with its strong emphasis
on openness, even more centrally within the global
system.”

Shared by all

China is the top trading partner of more than 150 coun-
tries and regions. As of January, it has signed 23 free
trade agreements (FTAs) with 30 countries and regions
across five continents, while continuing to expand and
enhance its FTA network. During the 14th Five-Year
Plan period, the country has offered the world broader
and more diversified opportunities in markets, invest-
ment and growth.

In recent years, China has continued to share the
opportunities of its vast domestic market with the
world. For example, effective from December 1,2024,
China has given zero-tariff treatment for 100 percent
of tariff lines to all of the least developed countries
with which it has diplomatic relations, aiming to ex-
pand unilateral opening to these countries and achieve
joint development. Additionally, over seven editions
since its launch in 2018, the China International
Import Expo, the world’s first import-themed national-
level expo, held annually in Shanghai, has recorded
a cumulative intended transaction volume exceeding
$500 billion.

During the 14th Five-Year Plan
period, China has also steadily ex-
panded institutional opening up while
continuously improving its business
environment. The country has re-
moved all market access restrictions for
foreign investors in the manufacturing
sector. The pilot programs for opening
up service industries such as telecom-
munications, healthcare and education
have advanced steadily. By the end
of 2024, the cumulative number of
foreign-funded companies established
in China had exceeded 1.24 million,
with paid-in foreign capital reaching
20.6 trillion yuan ($2.83 trillion).

As of June, the China-Europe
Railway Express had surpassed
110,000 trips, with the cumulative
value of goods transported surpass-
ing $450 billion. The international
rail freight service currently reaches
229 cities across 26 European coun-
tries and over 100 cities in 11 Asian
nations. It is without a doubt a key
engine of Eurasian trade.

China’s modernization presents
tremendous opportunities for the
world, Uwe KluBmann, a senior
German journalist and historian, said
at the Mingde Strategic Dialogue,
adding that it offers global partners
the chance to collaborate in areas
ranging from technology to sus-
tainable development, the green
economy, and the digital economy —
helping all sides better benefit one
another and unlock greater potential.

China is entering a period of
profound transformation, striving
to shift its economy toward high-
quality development that drives
modernization through a stronger
focus on innovation and sustain-
ability. KluBmann told the event that
this aligns with the shared interests,
and he looks forward to seeing even
deeper cooperation in the future. BR

Copyedited by G.P. Wilson
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GREEN GAINS

China’s clean and low-carbon energy transition over the past five years By Ji Jing

ubstantial advancements have
Sbeen made in China’s energy

sector during the 14th Five-
Year Plan (2021-25) period, with green
energy now accounting for one third
of the nation’s electricity consumption.
Green energy is generated from natural
resources such as sunlight, wind or wa-
ter without producing any pollution or
carbon emissions.

At a press conference in Beijing
on August 26, Wang Hongzhi, head
of the National Energy Administration
(NEA), characterized these develop-
ments as “‘breakthroughs and historical
accomplishments,” positioning China
as a key facilitator of the global energy
transition.

The NEA data show the past five
years have been defined by rapid
green and low-carbon energy transi-
tion. Since the commencement of
the 14th Five-Year Plan, the share
of non-fossil energy in China’s total
energy consumption has increased by
1 percentage point annually, concur-
rently with a 1-percentage point annual
decrease in the proportion from coal.

Chen Li, chief economist of the
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Green Finance Research Center of China Huadian Corp.
Ltd., a major state-owned power producer, described this
trend in an interview with China Youth Daily as a pro-
found energy revolution, indicating a substantive leap in
China’s energy system from a coal-dominated model to
one emphasizing diversified and clean energy sources.

A green transition

As of July this year, China’s installed renewable energy
capacity had reached 2.17 billion kilowatts (kw), ranking
first globally. This includes 570 million kw of wind power
and over 1.1 billion kw of photovoltaic capacity, both
doubling the level from the end of the 13th Five-Year Plan
(2016-20) period. Importantly, installed non-fossil fuel
power generation capacity accounts for over 60 percent
of China’s total capacity. In 2024, the installed capacity
of new energy power generation surpassed that of coal-
fired power for the first time. New energy usually refers to
energy derived from new sources or produced with new
technologies, as opposed to those from conventional en-
ergy sources such as coal, natural gas and oil.

To build a diversified energy supply system, regions
across China are exploring innovative, locally adapted de-
velopment models. Yunnan Province, for example, draws
on its hydropower resources, with six of the nation’s top
10 hydropower stations by installed capacity located there.
Xizang Autonomous Region is developing photovoltaic
bases and high-altitude wind power, achieving over 50
percent new energy installed capacity by the end of 2024.

The Zhongning
converter station in
Zhongwei, Ningxia
Hui Autonomous
Region, on June 29.
The station is the
starting point of
the Ningxia-Hunan
. Ultra-High Voltage
Direct Current

g Transmission
Project

Crucially, wind and solar power
from west China are now consistently
transmitted to regions like the Yangtze
River Delta and the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, pow-
ering homes nationwide.

A groundbreaking green power
transaction between Shanghai and
Xizang, completed in September,
ushers in a new era in clean energy
connectivity. This historic deal delivers
7.85 million kw-hours of renewable
energy generated in Xizang directly
to Shanghai’s power grid, helping the
city reduce standard coal consumption
by 24,100 tons and cut carbon dioxide
emissions by 60,100 tons.

In an interview with China Youth
Duaily, Li Sheng, Director of the China
Renewable Energy Engineering
Institute, emphasized the paradigm
shift that has occurred in China’s en-
ergy supply system. “Before 2020, the
power industry generally considered
new energy as auxiliary. Now, it has
become the main force. . . the electricity
transmitted through the West-to-East
Power Transmission program is gradu-
ally shifting from being coal-dominated
to green electricity-dominated,” Li
said. This move aligns with the 14th
Five-Year Plan’s energy development
targets, which aim to increase the share
of non-fossil energy in total energy
consumption to approximately 20
percent.

Notably, in 2024, this proportion
reached 19.8 percent, representing an
increase of nearly 4 percentage points
from 2020. China’s West-to-East
Power Transmission program is an
initiative designed to transfer electricity
from resource-rich western regions to
economically developed eastern areas,
enhancing energy distribution and
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supporting economic growth.

Technological
innovation

Continuous technological innovation
is the engine powering China’s accel-
erated energy transition.

At the press conference, Wang
highlighted the 14th Five-Year Plan
period as a time of “greater break-
throughs in energy science and
technology.” This era has seen China
claim over 40 percent of the world’s
new energy patents, with key technol-
ogies such as photovoltaic conversion
efficiency (the ratio of the electrical
output of a solar cell to the solar en-
ergy input, expressed as a percentage)
repeatedly breaking world records.
The nation has also completed and
operationalized a series of landmark
projects, including the Baihetan
Hydropower Station in southwest
China, the indigenous third-gener-
ation nuclear power technologies
Hualong One and Guohe One, and
the world’s first fourth-generation
nuclear power plant, Shidaowan high
temperature gas-cooled reactor nucle-
ar power plant in Shandong Province.

Wang emphasized that these

Solar panels above a reservoir in Tieling County, Tieling City, Liaoning Province, on July 30

2

major national projects demonstrate China’s hard-core
strength in technological innovation.

Continuous cost reduction stands as a crucial result
of technological innovation. Li highlighted China’s role
in significantly lowering global renewable energy costs,
with wind power generation costs decreasing by approx-
imately 60 percent and photovoltaic power generation
costs by roughly 80 percent over the last decade due to
China’s innovations. “Overall, China’s technological
and industrial innovation continues to drive profound
changes in global renewable energy technology, not
only enriching the supply of new energy products glob-
ally but also accelerating the formation of new quality
productive forces in China’s energy sector,” he added.
New quality productive forces refer to the shift toward
innovation-driven growth, technological advancement
and high-quality development in multiple sectors of the
economy.

This commitment to efficiency is embedded in
national policy. The 14th Five-Year Plan targets a
13.5-percent reduction in energy consumption per
unit of GDP. According to the National Development
and Reform Commission, by the end of 2024, the
fourth year of the plan, China had already achieved an
11.6-percent reduction over four years, equivalent to
a reduction of 1.1 billion tons of carbon dioxide emis-
sions—nearly 50 percent of the European Union’s total
carbon emissions in 2024.

Looking ahead, as the 14th Five-Year Plan period
concludes and the 15th Five-Year Plan (2026-30) period
approaches, China has set ambitious new energy transi-
tion targets. In his video speech to the United Nations

Climate Summit 2025, held in New
York City in September, President
Xi Jinping announced that China
will, by 2035, increase the share
of non-fossil fuels in total energy
consumption to over 30 percent and
expand the installed capacity of wind
and solar power to over six times the
2020 levels, striving to bring the total
to 3,600 gigawatts.

“The new goal is not only a
strategic continuation of the domes-
tic ‘dual carbon’ process (peaking
carbon emissions before 2030 and
achieving carbon neutrality before
2060) but also a reflection of China’s
commitment and responsibility in
global climate governance,” Li said.
He expressed confidence that China
possesses the industrial foundation,
technological advantages and market
scale to achieve these new objectives.
“China has already built the world’s
largest clean energy supply system,
and a complete industrial chain,
leading technology and continuous
innovation capabilities will provide
a solid guarantee for future develop-
ment,” he added. BR
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OPINION CHINA-U.S.

Top-Level Talks

By Lan Xinzhen

Chinese President Xi Jinping meets with U.S. President Donald Trump in Busan, the
Republic of Korea, on October 30

n the morning of October 30, Chinese

President Xi Jinping met with U.S.

President Donald Trump in Busan,
the Republic of Korea (ROK). The two leaders
held in-depth discussions on the strategic and
long-term dimensions of China-U.S. relations,
as well as global governance.

Xi met with Trump shortly after arriving
in Busan to attend the 32nd APEC Economic
Leaders’ Meeting in nearby Gyeongju and to be-
gin a state visit to the ROK.

This was the first face-to-face meeting be-
tween the Chinese and U.S. presidents since
Trump began his second term in January. Against
the backdrop of growing differences between the
two countries in technology, security, ideology
and more, many political analysts considered
the meeting an important step toward enhanc-
ing strategic mutual trust between Beijing and
Washington.

34 BEIING REVIEW NOVEMBER 6, 2025

Cooperation benefits
both

Since President Trump’s reelection,
the two leaders have spoken on the
phone three times, exchanged letters
on several occasions and maintained
close communication. Under joint
guidance, China-U.S. relations have
remained stable on the whole, Xi
noted.

In recent years, China-U.S. rela-
tions have faced mounting tensions,
with the U.S. exerting pressure on
China across a wide range of fields.
Yet, despite these frictions, the over-
all relationship has remained stable.
The two sides have maintained
communication and reached basic
consensus in many areas, with bilateral

ties continuing to be mainly characterized by
cooperation.

This is largely due to the crucial role of head-
of-state diplomacy. As Xi emphasized, “Given
our different national conditions, the two sides do
not always see eye to eye with each other, and it
is normal for the two leading economies of the
world to have frictions now and then.”

“You and I are at the helm of China-U.S.
relations,” Xi said. “In the face of winds, waves
and challenges, we should stay the right course,
navigate through the complex landscape, and en-
sure the steady sailing forward of the giant ship of
China-U.S. relations.”

During their talks, Xi noted that the two coun-
tries’ economic and trade teams had recently held
a new round of consultations in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, where they reached a basic consensus
on addressing their respective major concerns.
This, Xi said, created the necessary conditions for
their meeting.

His message was clear: Mutual goodwill
and sincerity are essential for building un-
derstanding and deepening cooperation. The
progress made by the two countries’ trade
teams in Malaysia helped pave the way for
this high-level dialogue.

History has shown that China-U.S. coop-
eration benefits both countries. From Trump’s
policies and statements, it is clear that “inter-
est” and “advantage” are central to his political
doctrine. Yet pursuing U.S. interests should
not come at the expense of others. Resorting
to tariffs, protectionism and unilateral mea-
sures ultimately harms the U.S. itself.

For example, U.S. soybean sales have
plummeted in recent years, causing heavy
losses for American farmers—a direct conse-
quence of the Trump administration’s tariff
policies.

In an era of globalization, no country can
solve all problems on its own. On this point,
the U.S. Government must come to a clearer
understanding.
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Outcomes of China-U.S. Economic, Trade Talks in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

China’s Ministry of Commerce announced the results of the recent
economic and trade discussions between Chinese and U.S. delega-
tions held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on October 30.

According to a spokesperson for the ministry, the U.S. has agreed
to cancel the 10-percent so-called “fentanyl tariffs” and extend the
suspension of the 24-percent reciprocal tariffs on Chinese goods—
which include products from Hong Kong and Macao special
administrative regions—for an additional year. In response, China
will adjust its countermeasures to match these changes. Both sides
also agreed to continue extending certain tariff exclusion measures.

Additionally, the U.S. will pause for one year the implemen-
tation of a new rule introduced on September 29 that broadens
“entity-list” export restrictions to cover entities that are at least 50
percent owned by listed entities. In parallel, China will suspend
its relevant export control measures announced on October 9 for
one year and will refine specific plans as needed, the spokesper-

Section 301 investigation targeting China’s maritime, logistics and
shipbuilding industries. China, in turn, will suspend its corresponding
countermeasures for one year once the U.S. suspensions take effect.

Both sides also reached agreements on several other key areas,
including anti-drug cooperation regarding fentanyl, expansion of
agricultural trade, and the resolution of individual cases involving en-
terprises related to these key areas.

Furthermore, they reaffirmed the outcomes of the earlier Madrid
economic and trade talks, held on September 14. The U.S. made
constructive commitments in areas such as investment, while China
pledged to properly address issues related to TikTok.

China remains committed to working with the U.S. to uphold and
implement the critical consensus reached between the two heads
of state during their meeting in Busan, the Republic of Korea, on
October 30, where they engaged in in-depth discussions on China-U.S.
economic and trade relations and pledged to strengthen cooperation

son said.

in economic, trade, and other areas, the spokesperson added.

The U.S. agreed to pause for one year measures under its

Promoting global peace and

development

Xi emphasized that China’s development and
revitalization go hand in hand with President
Trump’s vision of “Make America Great Again.”
The two countries are fully capable of helping
each other succeed and prosper together.

This idea of shared prosperity represents
the right method for the two countries to
coexist—one built on mutual respect, equal-
ity, cooperation and win-win outcomes. In
today’s deeply interconnected world, humanity
has become a community with a shared future,
where the interests of nations are intertwined and
interdependent. Every country has the right to de-
velopment, but that pursuit must take into account
the broader interests of the global community,
rather than come at the expense of others.

Over the 46 years since the establishment of
diplomatic relations, China-U.S. cooperation has
yielded fruitful results, bringing tangible benefits
to both peoples. Even in times of heightened ten-
sion, new forms of exchange and collaboration
have continued to emerge, such as the China-U S.
Agriculture Roundtable, the Yangtze—Mississippi
River Regional Dialogue, the China-U.S. Bay-
to-Bay Dialogue and the China-California

Business Forum. Productive coopera-
tion between the two countries also
continues in areas such as urban gov-
ernance and climate change.

As Xi noted, China and the U.S.
should be partners and friends. That
is what history has taught us and what
reality calls for. He said he is ready
to continue working with President
Trump to build a solid foundation for
bilateral relations and create a favor-
able environment for both countries’
development.

As the world’s two major pow-
ers, China and the U.S. have a
profound influence on global stabil-
ity. A healthy, stable and sustainable
bilateral relationship serves the long-
term interests of both nations and
meets the shared expectations of the
international community .

Guided by the vision of building
a community with a shared future
for humanity, Xi has put forward the
Global Development Initiative, the
Global Security Initiative, the Global
Civilizations Initiative and the Global
Governance Initiative.

(Source: Xinhua News Agency)

During the meeting, Xi noted that President
Trump has shown great enthusiasm for helping
resolve regional hotspot issues, and China has
also been working in its own way to promote
peace and dialogue on various global challenges.

The world today still faces many difficul-
ties. China and the U.S. can jointly shoulder their
responsibilities as major countries, and work
together to accomplish more meaningful and
practical things for the benefit of the two nations
and the entire world, Xi said.

Trump responded positively, saying that the
U.S. and China have reached many important
consensuses and will reach even more in the
future.

China is the biggest partner of the U.S., and
with joint efforts, the two countries can get many
great things done for the world and have many
years of success, Trump said.

At a time of sluggish global economic re-
covery and rising geopolitical tensions, the Xi-
Trump meeting in Busan served as a stabilizer for
major-power relations and a response to global
uncertainty. It is also expected to inject positive
energy into global peace and development. BR
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30 Years of Cooperation for
Gender Equality

omen play an important role in cre-
ating, driving and carrying forward
human civilization. Advancing the

cause of women, therefore, is not the task of a
single nation but the shared responsibility of the
global community.

In 1995, the Fourth World Conference on
Women was held in Beijing. It adopted the
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action,
which laid out a blueprint for promoting gender
equality and women’s development.

Thirty years later, Beijing hosted the Global
Leaders’ Meeting on Women (GLMW) on
October 13-14, reaching yet another milestone
in the global pursuit of women’s growth and
development.

“Through steadfast devotion, a lasting fra-
grance remains.”

President Xi Jinping quoted this line in his
keynote address at the event’s opening ceremony.
The line comes from Zuoyouming (Motto) by
Cui Yuan, a Chinese calligrapher and philosopher
from the Eastern Han Dynasty (25-220). It con-
veys the idea that virtuous conduct and persistent
effort leave a lasting legacy —much like a fine
scent that lingers long after its source is gone.

By invoking this ancient saying, Xi called
on the international community to carry forward
the spirit of the 1995 Beijing World Conference
on Women, bear in mind the goal of building
a community with a shared future for human-
ity, accelerate the process of women’s all-round
development and work together to create a better
future for humankind.

The quote also reflects the progress China
itself has made in advancing women’s develop-
ment over the past three decades. Today, some
690 million women nationwide live a moderately
prosperous life. The average life expectancy of
Chinese women has risen to 80.9 years. In 2024,
women accounted for 50.76 percent of all higher
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education students in the country.
They now represent more than 40
percent of the national workforce and
more than half of all start-up founders
in the Internet sector.

In the new era, Chinese women,
more confident and energetic than
ever, are taking part in state and social
governance across all sectors, con-
tributing their strength and wisdom to
advancing Chinese modernization.

Meanwhile, China’s develop-
ment has provided both opportunities
and support for the advancement of
women globally.

China has partnered with
UNESCO to set up the Prize for
Girls’ and Women’s Education. It
has also launched a series of “small
and beautiful” public interest initia-
tives, including those to improve
maternal and child health and those to
boost school enrollment rates among
girls from low-income families. In
addition, China has been actively
promoting exchange and cooperation
among women worldwide.

However, United Nations reports
warn that more than 600 million
women and girls worldwide are still
trapped in wars and conflicts, some
2 billion still lack access to social
protection, and nearly one in 10 lives
in extreme poverty. There is still a
long way to go before global gender
equality is achieved, which calls for
stronger cooperation, swifter action
and enduring commitment from all
sides.

In response to these challenges,
Xi put forward four proposals at the

opening ceremony of the GLMW, calling for
joint efforts to foster an enabling environment
for women’s growth and development, cultivate
powerful momentum for the high-quality devel-
opment of women’s cause, develop governance
frameworks to protect women’s rights and inter-
ests, and write a new chapter in promoting global
cooperation on women.

Xi also announced that China will donate
another $10 million to UN Women over the next
five years and earmark a quota of $100 million in
China’s Global Development and South-South
Cooperation Fund for partnering with interna-
tional organizations on development cooperation
projects for women and girls.

The country will also launch 1,000 “small
and beautiful” livelihood programs with Chinese
assistance that take women and girls as priority
beneficiaries, invite 50,000 women to China for
exchange and training programs and establish a
Global Center for Women’s Capacity Building,
which is aimed at conducting cooperation with
relevant countries and international organizations
to cultivate more female talent.

We live in a world where the future of all
women is deeply interconnected. Therefore,
the global community should come together
to fully unleash that ultimate “she power,”
further advance the cause of women and write
a new chapter in the global story of women’s
development. BR

Scan the QR
code to watch
the video
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RCEP — An Engine of
Integration

r- I .1he Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) agree-
ment was signed five years ago on

November 15. Figures show that in the current

context of backlash against globalization, the

agreement is accelerating regional economic
integration and thereby demonstrating the re-
silience of multilateralism.

According to data from China’s General
Administration of Customs, in the first three
quarters of this year, the volume of trade in
goods between China and the other RCEP
members accounted for over one third of
China’s total trade volume. Figures from the
Korean Customs Service show that, in the first
three quarters this year, the trade volume be-
tween the Republic of Korea and other RCEP
members accounted for more than half of its
total trade volume. Similarly, the Ministry of
Commerce of Cambodia revealed, RCEP par-
ticipating countries became the country’s most
important trade market in the first three quar-
ters this year, contributing nearly two thirds
of the country’s total trade volume during this
period. These examples demonstrate the cen-
tral role RCEP is playing in trade, economic
integration and growth in the Asia-Pacific
region.

Five years ago, the 10 ASEAN countries,
together with Australia, China, Japan, the
Republic of Korea and New Zealand, jointly
signed the RCEP, which officially came into
effect on January 1, 2022. The agreement has
so far given birth to a free trade area with the
largest population, the most diverse member-
ship and the greatest development potential of
any in the world.

In the five years since the signing of
RCEP, as regional trade and investment have
continued to expand, the structure of the
agreement has been optimized. It is now a core

By Lan Xinzhen

platform for promoting economic
integration and stable growth in the
Asia-Pacific region.

Through tariff reduction,
cumulative rules of origin and sim-
plifying customs clearance, RCEP
has significantly promoted the ef-
ficient flow of intermediate goods
(products used in the production of
other goods or services) within the
region and fostered the stability of
industrial and supply chains. While
global import and export pressure
intensifies due to shifting U.S. tar-
iff policies, RCEP members have
seen their trade costs decline as a
result of the trade agreement.

China is the largest economy in
the RCEP and has always been an
active proponent of its high-quality
implementation, taking concrete
actions to safeguard the multilat-
eral trading system and build an
open world economy. China not
only plays an important role in

=
RCEP is now

a core platform for
promoting economic
integration and
stable growth in the

Asia-Pacific region

promoting trade and investment among RCEP
participating countries and strengthening
the stability of industrial and supply chains,
but also has achieved remarkable results in
fostering regional integration and boosting
regional economic growth. It has proactively
implemented the RCEP rules, expanded in-
dependent opening up, simplified trade rules
and improved its trade environment, providing
more favorable conditions for businesses from
RCEP participating countries to develop in the
Chinese market.

On September 25, the fourth RCEP
Ministers’ Meeting was held in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia. The meeting discussed
ways to strengthen RCEP implementation in
the current global economic environment to
support free trade and the rules-based multi-
lateral trading system. The international trade
situation in recent years has proved that as
long as we refrain from taking any measures
inconsistent with the obligations of the RCEP
agreement, maintain an open, free and rules-
based market, remove unnecessary trade
barriers and enhance trade and investment fa-
cilitation, RCEP will bring mutually beneficial
results.

At present, unilateralism and backlash
against globalization are posing unprec-
edented challenges to the process of regional
economic integration. All RCEP participating
countries should uphold multilateralism, fully
consolidate the momentum of Asia-Pacific
economic cooperation, adhere to openness
and inclusiveness, actively build a stable and
diversified cooperation platform, and continu-
ously explore the potential of regional free
trade cooperation. BR
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Toward a Fair and Secure
Global Cyberspace

By Xiao Junyong & Cao Tao

ecently, China’s national security
Rauthorities revealed a major cyberat-

tack launched by the U.S. National
Security Agency (NSA) against the National
Time Service Center at the Chinese Academy
of Sciences. Since 2022, the NSA has used
a range of hacking tactics, such as exploiting
system vulnerabilities and stealing credentials,
to wage attacks on the center. These opera-
tions aimed not only to steal sensitive data but
also to implant malicious codes designed to
paralyze critical systems. This poses a serious
threat to China’s cybersecurity.

This case is far from being isolated. In
2022, China’s Northwestern Polytechnical
University was targeted by the Office of
Tailored Access Operations (TAO), a cyber-
warfare intelligence unit affiliated with the
NSA. TAO deployed 41 customized cyber
weapons to carry out more than 10,000 mali-
cious attacks, stealing large volumes of high-
value technical data. In 2023, the Wuhan
Earthquake Monitoring Center was compro-
mised by a “backdoor” trojan program with
signatures consistent with U.S. intelligence
spyware. Then, in 2024, U.S. actors launched
another cyberattack against Chinese com-
panies in the communications and satellite
Internet sectors, infiltrating over 300 devices
and exfiltrating sensitive data.

These repeated incidents reveal a persis-
tent pattern of systemic intrusion and sabotage
by U.S. intelligence agencies in China’s
cyberspace. Confronting and responding ef-
fectively to such relentless “digital invasions”
has become one of China’s most urgent tasks
in safeguarding national cybersecurity.

Identifying cyber criminal
offenses

Under the framework of international law,
Article 2 of the United Nations Charter
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explicitly prohibits member states
from using or threatening force
against the sovereignty or security
of another country.

The key question in cyberspace
is: When does a cyber operation
amount to the use of force? While
the issue remains debated, the
Tallinn Manuals—drafted primar-
ily by experts from the U.S. and its
NATO allies—state clearly that a
cyber operation can be considered
a “use of force” if its scale and con-
sequences are comparable to those
of a conventional military attack.

The National Time Service
Center, which ensures the precise
timing that underpins China’s en-
tire economic and technological
system, plays a vital role similar

to a country’s nervous system. If such a fa-
cility were paralyzed, the effects would be
disastrous: Financial transactions could lose
time synchronization, power grids might fail
and satellite launches could be disrupted. The
resulting chaos would be indistinguishable
from the destruction caused by traditional war-
fare. Moreover, the U.S. reportedly deployed
42 specialized cyber weapons during these
attacks —far beyond the scope of ordinary
espionage—making it a clear violation of the
fundamental international legal principle that
forbids the use of force.

From a human rights perspective, these cy-
berattacks also infringe upon basic civil rights.
Public welfare relies on the stable functioning
of infrastructure systems; disrupting them can
lead to communication outages, transportation
paralysis and power failures—all of which en-
danger citizens’ daily lives. Additionally, the

Staff members of the Electric Power Research Institute of State Grid Chongqing
Electric Power Co. check equipment to protect it against cyberattacks in Chongging

Municipality on September 25
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An exhibition on cybersecurity in Kunming, Yunnan Province, on September 15.
Related activities were held during China Cybersecurity Week from September 15
to 21 across the country

unauthorized control of personal devices and
the theft of private information violate Article
17 of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, which protects individuals
from unlawful interference with their privacy.
Under Chinese law, foreign-led cyberat-
tacks targeting Chinese institutions constitute
criminal offenses. Although China’s judicial
authorities may face limits in directly pros-
ecuting individuals overseas, the government
has full legal grounds to impose counter-
measures, such as freezing related assets,
restricting the entry of involved personnel
and suspending cooperation with implicated
institutions, to safeguard national interests and
public security. The Anti-Foreign Sanctions
Law further empowers China to impose law-
ful, proportionate sanctions on entities whose
actions undermine its sovereignty or security.

Building a secure cyberspace
U.S. cyberattacks against China are unlikely to
cease in the near term. Faced with this persistent
threat, China must continue to strengthen its de-
fensive capabilities.

Technically, this means improving real-time
monitoring and emergency response systems
to detect abnormal activity and block attacks
quickly. At the same time, preventive measures
are essential: All software and hardware used
in key infrastructure should undergo full-cycle

security testing to identify potential
vulnerabilities or hidden ““backdoors.”
Internal management must also be
tightened to prevent insider risks
and ensure that device and data use
remain secure, thereby narrowing the
space for potential infiltration.

On the regulatory front, the world
needs clearer mechanisms to define
accountability in cyberspace. At pres-
ent, international consensus remains
weak, and even when some countries
establish domestic laws to address
cyberattacks, these claims often lack
global recognition. To address this
gap, three steps are crucial.

The international community
should explicitly define cyberat-
tacks on another country’s critical
infrastructure as unlawful acts under
international law.

An accountability framework
based on “damage and causation”
should be established, linking out-
comes such as system paralysis or
data breaches to specific cyber tools
and responsible entities. This would
help overcome the difficulty in trac-
ing and prosecuting.

Multilateral mechanisms, such
as those under the UN Group of

Governmental Experts on information security,
should be strengthened to create an independent
and multi-country review system, turning unilat-
eral claims into multilateral consensus supported
by evidence and shared rules.

When it comes to countermeasures, China’s
response must remain firm, evidence-based and
proportionate. Facing deliberate U.S. cyber intru-
sions, China’s actions are a legitimate exercise of
self-defense under international law. Any counter-
response must rest on solid evidence, including
the identification of attack routes, responsible
actors and verified damage. Moreover, China’s
countermeasures must adhere to the principle of
proportionality —matching the scale and impact
of the attack without overreach. If U.S. attacks
target specific sectors, China’s response should
focus correspondingly, avoiding harm to civilian
or non-military facilities.

It is important to build international under-
standing based on facts. China can do this by
turning specific cases of cyberattacks into shared
awareness across the global community, that the
United States’ record does not fully align with its
image as a “guardian of cybersecurity.” The key
is to present clear and detailed evidence, includ-
ing technical data, verified records and expert
analysis, so that the discussion is grounded in
facts rather than rhetoric.

Working through international platforms
such as the UN and by showing how such attacks
harm public welfare and violate privacy, China
can help rally broader support, especially among
developing nations, for stronger global coopera-
tion to protect critical infrastructure and promote
fairness and justice in cyberspace.

Confronting the growing challenge of
cyber threats requires more than just stronger
firewalls. It demands a shared commitment
to the rule of law and collective responsibility
in cyberspace. The digital world must not be-
come a “lawless frontier” dominated by power
politics. Only through equality, cooperation
and justice can true global cybersecurity be
achieved. BR

Xiao Junyong is executive director of the Center for Science,
Technology and Human Rights at the Beijing Institute of
Technology; Cao Tao is a research associate at the center
Copyedited by G.P. Wilson
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Across Oceans, Through Cities

Local cooperation for a sustainable China-U.S. future

he Seventh China-U.S. Sister Cities

I Conference was held on October 25-27 in

Hangzhou, capital of Zhejiang Province, under

the theme Closer Partnership for a Sustainable Future.

Over 180 representatives from 36 counties and cities in

28 US. states, alongside delegates from 26 provinces,

regions and municipalities in China, gathered to ex-

plore new opportunities for local collaboration and to

strengthen the friendship between the peoples of China
and the U.S.

This year, jointly organized by the Chinese
People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign
Countries (CPAFFC) and the People’s Government of
Zhejiang Province, the conference has, since its incep-
tion in 2014, become a key mechanism for promoting
China-U.S. subnational exchanges.

Links across the Pacific

Hangzhou holds a special place in the history of
China-U.S. relations. In February 1972, Hangzhou
was the second stop of U.S. President Richard Nixon’s
historic visit to China. While in the city, Premier Zhou
Enlai and Nixon discussed the details of the joint
communiqué and signed its draft version. The final
document, later signed in Shanghai and known as the
Shanghai Communique, laid the foundation for the
normalization of relations between China and the U.S.

In 1979, Hubei Province and the State of Ohio,
as well as Nanjing, Jiangsu Province and St. Louis,
Missouri, established the first sister province/state and
sister city relationships between the two countries,
marking the formal beginning of China-U.S. local co-
operation.

Today, there are 288 sister relationships between
Chinese and American provinces/states and cities,
yielding results that benefit both peoples. Hangzhou,
an important window of China’s openness, has estab-
lished sister city ties with Boston, Massachusetts, and
Indianapolis, Indiana. Since forming its partnership
with Boston in 1982, the two cities have deepened
cooperation in cultural exchange, education, economic
development, urban planning and youth programs. In
2022, Boston declared May 1 as Boston-Hangzhou
Day to honor this enduring friendship.
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By Zhao Wei

The conference featured themed forums on educational exchange, urban innova-
tion, sustainable development and case studies of sister city cooperation. Cultural
events, including a performance by the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra and the
live show Impression West Lake, reflected the shared commitment to enhancing
understanding through culture, building the future through education and driving co-
operation through innovation.

In his opening remarks, Yang Wanming, President of the CPAFFC, emphasized
that fostering friendship between the Chinese and American peoples is a great under-
taking that draws strength from local communities.

“Every city and every individual is a participant in and contributor to China-U.S.
relations,” Yang said. “The future of our bilateral ties must be built together, step by
step, by our peoples.”

He acknowledged the complex challenges facing China-U.S. relations in recent
years but stressed that the more difficult the situation becomes, the more vital it is for
sister cities to strengthen communication, mutual trust and cooperation.

In a video address, Xie Feng, Chinese Ambassador to the U.S., described local
cooperation as an important pillar of the bilateral relationship. He offered three pro-
posals: promote mutual understanding and respect to deepen friendship between the
two peoples; consolidate foundations to help stabilize and improve China-U.S. rela-
tions; and focus on cooperation to build a sustainable future for both nations.

“The gentle waves of Hangzhou’s West Lake and the surging tides of its Qiantang

The opening ceremony of the Seventh China-U.S.
Sister Cities Conference in Hangzhou, Zhejiang
Province, on October 27
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River,” Xie said poetically, “symbolize sister city relations of two countries, both
enduring in warmth and dynamic in vitality.”

A constant driving force

Robert Wagner, President of the Oregon State Senate, noted that his was the highest
level delegation to visit China since the pandemic, including bipartisan legislators,
business leaders and representatives from health and education sectors.

He recalled that in 1984, Oregon established one of the first sister-state relation-
ships with Fujian Province. In 2006, the Oregon legislature created the Oregon-
China Sister State Committee, the first such legal body in a U.S. state. On June 3
this year, Oregon reaffirmed this vision through the adoption of a Senate Concurrent
Resolution, reaffirming its commitment to strengthening ties with China.

“Its purpose is clear: to ensure that Oregon’s sister state relationship is nurtured,
respected and carried forward for many future generations. It’s not enough to just
forge these relationships. We must maintain and ensure that they endure,” Wagner
said in his address at the opening of the conference. “When our states and cities see
each other not just as trading partners but as neighbors and friends, our relationship
will truly thrive.”

‘Wagner and his delegation spent 15 days traveling across nine Chinese cities, tak-
ing in the country’s diversity and dynamism. It was his first visit to China, and as he
told Beijing Review in an exclusive interview on October 27, he “came in sort of as a
blank slate,” but left with impressions that were “very rich.” The experience, he said,
inspired him to encourage people back home to travel more and embrace different
cultures.

“The important thing for Oregon and our delegation being here in China is to let
people know that we want to build a relationship for the long term,” Wagner said. “We
want people in China to know that Oregon is eager to be a good partner in many dif-
ferent ways.”

Members of the U.S. delegation to the China-U.S. Sister Cities Conference make
woodblock prints, a form of traditional Chinese intangible cultural heritage, at Zhijiang
Cultural Center in Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province, on October 26
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Victoria Woodards, Mayor of Tacoma,
Washington, shared the 30-year friendship story be-
tween Tacoma and Fuzhou in Fujian Province. From
cultural exchanges to student visits, she said the part-
nership has benefited countless young people.

She recalled President Xi Jinping’s 2015 visit to
Tacoma, during which he invited 100 local students
to visit China, an experience she said “‘changed many
lives of students in Tacoma.”

“We look forward to the next generation of stu-
dents, entrepreneurs and leaders who will carry these
relationships forward. We want them to see the world
not as divided by oceans, but as connected by shared
opportunity,” Woodards said in her address.

At the closing ceremony of the conference, Chinese
and American guests witnessed the signing of nine
cooperative projects spanning sister-city partnerships,
business collaboration and educational exchange.

During the event, Shen Xin, Vice President of
CPAFFC, shared one of four congratulatory letters
received earlier that morning, which jointly signed by
councilmember Lisa Kaplan and Kevin McCarty, may-
or of Sacramento, capital city of the state of California.

The message highlighted the 40-year sister-city
relationship between Sacramento and Jinan, capital of
Shandong Province, describing it as a model of endur-
ing friendship and cooperation between China and
California. Sacramento, they wrote, would continue
to uphold the principles of mutual respect and mutual
benefit, deepen collaboration with its Chinese sister
cities and work together toward shared goals of peace,
stability and prosperity.

“Today’s in-depth discussions have helped us chart
a path of mutual respect, peaceful coexistence and win-
win cooperation among sister cities,” Shen said in his
address. “The agreements signed today strengthen the
powerful synergy of China-U.S. local collaboration, con-
tributing to deeper friendship between our peoples and
to the broader development of China-U S. relations.”

The conference also released the Hangzhou
Consensus, a call for people from all walks of life in
both countries to actively support and participate in
sister-city cooperation, especially in challenging times.
The consensus encourages deeper collaboration in
culture, education and youth engagement, fostering a
stable, healthy and sustainable future for China-U.S.
relations. BR

(Reporting from Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province)
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Navigating Change

Forum provides insights on international financial development

acing uncertainty in the global financial
Flandscape, the Annual Conference of

Financial Street Forum 2025, running
in Beijing from October 27 to 30, took on the
theme Global Financial Development in an Era
of Innovation, Transformation and Restructuring.
More than 400 participants from more than 30
countries and regions exchanged perspectives on
how to promote high-quality global finance and
called for innovation and restructuring, aiming to
build a more resilient, inclusive and sustainable
global financial system.

Eric Hong Fang, CEO of U.S.-based Skytower
Group Inc., an international project development and
investment company focusing on sustainable indus-
tries, was impressed by the vigorous discussions at the
event. “The focus was institutional opening up and
financially supporting sustainable industries, dem-
onstrating a strategy to empower innovation through
wider financial accessibility,” he told Beijing Review.

The conference was co-hosted by the Beijing
Municipal Government, the People’s Bank of
China (PBC), the National Financial Regulatory
Administration (NFRA), the China Securities
Regulatory Commission (CSRC), Xinhua News
Agency and the State Administration of Foreign
Exchange (SAFE).

Since its launch in 2012, the Financial Street
Forum has served as a barometer of China’s finan-
cial reform and development, and a platform for
China to contribute to global financial governance
and international financial dialogue.

Policy portfolio
On October 27, Pan Gongsheng, Governor of the PBC,
the country’s central bank, said in a keynote speech
that over the past year, the overall financing cost of the
real economy has remained at a historically low level,
creating a favorable monetary and financial environ-
ment for China’s economic recovery and the sound
operation of financial markets.

The PBC will continue to maintain a supportive
monetary policy stance, implement an appropri-
ately accommodative monetary policy and make
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By Li Xiaoyang
comprehensive use of various monetary policy tools to provide short-, medium- and
long-term liquidity arrangements, thereby keeping overall financing conditions rela-
tively accommodative, Pan said.

The bank will also accelerate the building of a comprehensive macroprudential
management system, prioritizing efforts in areas including strengthening the systemic
financial risk monitoring and assessment framework, he added.

Pan also announced plans for the digital yuan, highlighting that the PBC aims to
optimize the related management system, improve its positioning among different
measures of money supply and support the licensing of more commercial banks as
operators of digital yuan business.

The PBC suspended government bond trading at the beginning of this year, citing
the imbalance between supply and demand in the bond market and accumulation of
market risks. However, the bond market is generally operating well and the PBC will
resume open market operations involving government bond trading, Pan said.

Li Yunze, head of the NFRA, stressed that efforts will be made to enable the
financial sector to better serve the real economy in realizing sustained, healthy eco-
nomic and social development and to balance financial development and security.

Financial resources will focus on intelligent, green and integrated programs, sup-
port the upgrading of traditional industries and promote the growth of emerging and
future industries, Li said.

He also highlighted the need to create a new financial service model that inte-
grates both direct and indirect financing, combines investment in physical assets with
investment in human capital, aligns financing terms with industrial development and
facilitates interplay between domestic and international markets.

Wu Qing, Chairman of the CSRC, announced that new reforms of the ChiNext
Board, China’s Nasdag-style board for growth enterprises, will be launched. He said

K X ERTHRRS
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The opening ceremony of the Annual Conference of Financial Street Forum 2025 in
Beijing on October 27
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A media delegation visits the Shanghai Futures Exchange on September 12

listing standards will be set to align more closely with the innovation of enterprises
in emerging fields, while providing targeted and inclusive financial services for new
industries.

The CSRC will expand high-level opening up, enhance the protection of investor
rights and seek to improve the inclusivity, adaptability, attractiveness and competitive-
ness of China’s capital market, Wu added.

He also unveiled a plan to improve its system for qualified foreign institutional
investors (QFIIs). The plan focuses on improving market access, helping enhance
investment efficiency and expanding investment channels, in order to foster a more
transparent, convenient and efficient institutional environment for all types of foreign
investors. The QFII program, introduced in 2002, allows overseas institutional inves-
tors to move money into China’s capital account to encourage controlled flows.

Zhu Hexin, head of the SAFE, said the administration, as China’s foreign ex-
change (forex) regulator, will roll out new policies aimed at promoting innovative
growth in trade.

The SAFE will introduce policies for a cash-pooling program that integrates
domestic and foreign currency management for multinational enterprises, the man-
agement of funds among domestic companies listed abroad, and integrated forex
management reforms and innovations in free trade zones, Zhu said.

China has been promoting cross-border trade and the facilitation of investment
and financing, advancing the development of the forex market and creating favorable
conditions for entities to effectively allocate forex resources, he noted.

In 2024, the turnover of China’s forex market increased 37 percent compared to
2020, and its foreign-related balance of payments rose 64 percent, Zhu said.

The administration will enhance the capacity for forex supervision, risk preven-
tion and risk control, and promote the high-level institutional opening up of the forex
sector, he said.

Seeking certainties

In a video speech delivered at the opening ceremony of the conference, Kristalina
Georgieva, Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund, warmed about
risks related to surging equity markets around the world. She said much of the enthu-
siasm in the financial market reflects a strong global optimism about Al, and called for
prudence, vigilance and realism during the utilization of technology.

Pierre Gramegna, Managing Director of the
European Stability Mechanism, said in a video speech
that Europe, like China, believes in the benefits of
an open and multilateral world. He pointed out that
strengthening the global financial safety net and safe-
guarding financial stability are particularly vital in the
current global setting of geo-economic fragmentation
and uncertainty, urging cooperation to protect financial
stability.

As investors reassess risks and reallocate assets
globally, the stability offered by China is becoming an
increasingly important consideration.

According to Fang, the policies rolled out during
the conference signal great opportunities in the Chinese
market for foreign-funded enterprises like Skytower.
Over the past four decades, the company has supported
U.S. companies entering the Chinese market, and it is
helping Chinese companies invest overseas, especially
the Saudi Arabian market, while also facilitating re-
newed U.S. investment into China.

“We are witnessing a significant policy establish-
ment that will shape China’s development over the
next five years and beyond. A key challenge—and op-
portunity —is building strategic advisory and financial
service capabilities to support Chinese enterprises as
they go global,” he said.

In his remarks at the opening ceremony of the con-
ference, Vice Premier He Lifeng said China’s financial
system needs to advance risk prevention, strengthen
regulation, promote high-quality development and
push for high-standard opening up.

The 15th Five-Year Plan (2026-30) period will be
a key time for the goal of basically achieving socialist
modernization by 2035, and it will also be a key period
to promote high-quality financial development and
accelerate the push to become a country with a strong
financial sector, he said, adding that the sector should
be further involved in the implementation of the 15th
Five-Year Plan.

In the world today, changes rarely seen in a century
are unfolding at an accelerating pace, presenting both
challenges and opportunities in the international finan-
cial markets, He said, stressing that China is willing to
work with all parties to research global financial gover-
nance and advance reforms in the area, and contribute
to maintaining global financial stability. BR
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Obstacle World L
Championships

The Union Internationale de Pentathlon Moderne (UIPM) held its first

Obstacle World Championships in Beijing from October 23 to 26. The
global debut attracted more than 500 competitors from 30 countries and
regions. Modern pentathlon, comprising fencing, shooting, riding, running and
swimming, was introduced into the Olympics in 1912 by the “father of modern
Olympics,” Baron Pierre de Coubertin. The obstacle race was added to modern
pentathlon to replace horse riding as one of the five disciplines. To appeal to a
younger generation, UIPM announced in 2023 that obstacle-running would be
added to the Olympic program, with the 2028 Los Angeles Olympic Games slated
as the first games to feature the event. BR
(Text and photos by Wei Yao)

Copyedited by Elsbeth van Paridon
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1. Athletes compete in a qualifying
round of the men’s 400-meter race
on October 23

2. Gold medalist, Tiana Webberley
from the United States, silver medalist,
Katarzyna Jonaczyk from Poland, and
bronze medalist, Lotta Kokemohr
from Germany, on the podium at the
medal ceremony for the women'’s
400-meter race on October 24

3. Athletes compete in the women'’s
400-meter semifinal race on October 24

4. Chinese athlete Li Yigi (center)
competes in the men’s 400-meter
semifinal on October 24. He later
finished fourth in the final
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EXPAT’S EYE

‘A Beautiful New Day’

¥

Students pose at the No.2 High School of East China Normal University

rossing campus through the trees

in an early autumn breeze, with

freshly cut grass sticking to my
shoes, and the wet pendula of a weeping
willow sweeping across my shoulder,
and up ahead, I hear a girl singing, “It’s
stopped raining, everybody’s in the play,
and don’t you know, it’s a beautiful new
day.” That’s my classmate from Seoul,
and beside her, one of our teachers, a
Chinese man, who recently returned from
Rome, strumming a guitar.

Such a scene might strike you as being
completely out of step with what you’d
expect at a Chinese high school, and yet,
this is a new era for exceptional education-
al experiences, and just another “beautiful
day” at “Hua Er,” officially the No.2 High
School of East China Normal University.
This is the school I attend along with more
than 2,000 other students enrolled at the
Zhangjiang campus in Pudong New Area
of Shanghai. It’s one of our six campuses
located in the city, all under a unified man-
agement, sharing the same identity, model
and standards.

As one of 400-plus foreigners at
my school, I belong to the International
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Division. In fact, most of the students on
my campus are Chinese, and I interact
with them daily through shared course-
work and extracurricular activities, like
sporting events, including an annual track
and field meet and regular football match-
es. That said, most of the students in most
of the classes I take come from around the
world, hailing primarily from the Republic
of Korea and Japan, but also including
Americans, Russians, Cambodians, Thai,
among others, as well as a large contingent
of Italians who come each year through an
exchange program. While English is the
language of instruction in a few classes,
most of us advance into higher-level
courses conducted entirely in Chinese,
which is also the language we speak in
common, whether we’re gossiping over
lunch, arguing over fouls on the basketball
court, or working together to figure out a
tough physics lesson.

While the school has emphasized
internationalization, including admitting
foreign students and sustaining interna-
tional connections with institutions in
North America, Europe and Australia, it’s
done so while preserving Chinese values

and academic rigor. Perhaps contrary to
some international perceptions, Chinese
education has matured and followed a
progressive curve in its development, find-
ing better pathways to high performance,
creativity and innovation, eschewing
the old models of rote and repetition.
Consequently, while we’re well-known for
our strong exam scores, which remains a
baseline we all strive to support, we should
also be known as the school where kids
keep guitars and basketballs close at hand,
and where students form bands and teams
to play on and off campus. Above all we
should be known as a school devoted to
developing healthy minds and bodies, al-
ways ready to cooperate and compete.

Recently a group of seven of my
friends came home with me after school
to have a home cooked meal. Some live in
the dorm on campus, others live with their
parents or in group arrangements off cam-
pus. We enjoyed a little smorgasbord of
fresh salads with fruit, cheese and avoca-
dos, pan-fried salmon and bratwurst, spicy
Thai noodles and empanadas. Afterwards,
my father brought out a big chocolate cake
and we covered it with candles, singing
“Happy Birthday” for my grandma back
in America in five different languages. Her
eyes brimmed with tears of happiness as
she watched us online. Shengri Kuaile! A
beautiful day indeed! BR

Scan QR code to listen
to a podcast with the ‘.
author and his father on #% =8
education in China and 'y
the US. -

The author is an American raised in Shanghai and now in his
final year of high school
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