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COP30 does little to save our planet

MOTAHER
HOSSAIN

he two-week COP30 summit,
I held in Belém-Brazil's city

near the Amazon-failed to
ignite any real hope for protecting the
planet. The responsibility for this fail -
ure does not lie solely with the host
country, Brazil, but also with indus-
trially advanced nations and the
United Nations, which is tasked with
safeguarding the world's forests and
climate. Just like previous COP con-
ferences, this one ended in yet anoth-
er repetition of disappointment. As in
the past 29 summits, COP30
remained shrouded in the same fog
of failure.

Despite grand declarations-reduc-
ing fossil fuel use and cutting carbon
emissions-the global event once
again collapsed under the weight of
unfulfilled promises. What's more
heartbreaking is that nations vulnera-
ble to climate change, including
Bangladesh, small island states, and
Indigenous communities of the
Amazon, saw their hopes crushed. It
wasn't only Indigenous peoples who
expressed despair; the entire planet-
exhausted by industrialization, capi-
talism, and rapid urbanization-felt
the disappointment. On Saturday, the
summit wrapped up loudly but with-
out any major agreement, ending in
deep frustration. Climate experts,
civil society groups, and international
media unanimously labeled COP30
as ineffective and fruitless.

Even delegations from vulnerable
nations, who arrived in hope, ulti-
mately called the conference "incom-
plete." On the summit's most crucial
agenda-halting fossil fuel use and
stopping deforestation-no decision
was reached. The world's powerful
fossil-fuel exporting nations strongly
opposed the proposals, forcing the
talks to collapse. In the end, COP30
concluded with only a nominal
agreement: financial assistance for
poorer countries affected by climate
impacts.

Brazil, the host nation, claimed
that COP30 would be a "turning
point" for global climate cooperation.
They urged nations to reach consen-
sus on the future of fossil fuels, cli-
mate finance, and emission reduc-
tion. COP30 president André Corréa
do Lago said, "This issue must not

divide us. We must reach an agree-
ment."

France's environment minister
blamed the failure on fossil-fuel rich
nations such as Saudi Arabia and
Russia, as well as coal-producing
countries like India, China, and sev-
eral emerging economies, for refusing
to accept language aimed at ending
fossil fuel use. The COP28 agreement
in Dubai in 2023 promised steps to
transition away from fossil fuels, but
the failure to implement this fueled
deep frustration. Thirty-six countries-
including wealthy, emerging, and
island nations-wamed Brazil in a for-
mal letter that they would not accept
any agreement without a plan to
phase out oil, gas, and coal. The
agreement that finally emerged
focused only on expanding financial
support for poorer nations.

Wealthy countries agreed to triple
climate finance by 2035. Ultimately,
the final COP30 agreement was
signed without any agenda on reduc-
ing fossil fuel use. On November 22 in
Belém, nearly 200 countries endorsed
a deal promising increased financial
support for vulnerable nations, but
the agreement made no direct men-

tion of limiting the very driver of
global warming-fossil fuels.

Talks went past the deadline,
extending 12 hours longer than
scheduled. A total of 194 countries
and territories agreed to the text.
While Brazil expressed hope that
future climate action would become
more coordinated, uncertainty deep-
ened as the United States did not
send a delegation. UN Climate
Secretariat chief Simon Stiell said that
despite divisions, nations managed to
reach a compromise, saying, "We are
still fighting." The discussions
revealed deep conflicts over fossil
fuels. Countries like Saudi Arabia and

Russia blocked efforts to outline
plans for reducing oil use. The final
agreement merely suggested begin-
ning discussions about gradually low-
ering fossil fuel use, without any firm
commitment. No measures were
included to prevent deforestation,
disappointing environmental groups
and even the host country.

Several neighboring countries-
including Colombia, Panama, and
Uruguay-criticized the negotiation
process. The European Union sup-
ported the agreement but expressed
serious concerns about its weakness-
es.

COP30's core goals were to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and
strengthen UN frameworks for vul-
nerable nations. The outcome shows
that while limited global coordina-
tion is possible, ambitious climate
action remains far out of reach.

During the summit, nearly 200
nations signed a narrow agreement.
Meanwhile, Indigenous groups
protested against forest destruction,
demanding an end to agricultural
expansion, oil exploration, illegal
mining, and logging on their lands.

Their demands went beyond fund-
ing-they wanted real protection of
land and livelihoods. Yet no meaning-
ful solutions emerged. COP30 ended
with mere symbolic discussions.

Throughout the conference, more
than 80 countries, alongside the EU
and the UK, demanded firm action
on cutting fossil fuel use. But oil-rich
nations like Saudi Arabia and Russia
refused, unwilling to risk their eco-
nomic interests. The disagreements
led to widespread chaos in the sum-
mit. COP30 president André Corréa
do Lago acknowledged that many
had hoped for bold action against cli-
mate change, saying he did not want

to disappoint them.

The decision angered countries
like Colombia, Panama, and Uruguay.
Controversy also erupted over the
summit's leadership. On the final day,
opposing countries were reportedly
not allowed to lodge objections. For
the first time in COP history, the
United States sent no delegation,
prompting many to believe that the
absence of the world's largest histori-
cal emitter influenced the summit's
outcome.

In a last-minute turn, the EU
rejected the draft agreement, claim-
ingit did nothing to advance global
emission reduction. The EU said the
proposal was too weak, while some
developing countries accused the EU
of being strict about fossil fuels but
failing to commit to increased cli-
mate finance. The EU's climate com-
missioner said the proposal was
"unacceptable." A negotiator from a
developing nation declared, "If there
is a path for fossil fuels, then there
must be a path for climate finance.”

Talks continued late into the night,
with the Arab Group-22 oil-rich
nations-declaring that any discussion

targeting their energy sector was
"unacceptable.”" Saudi Arabia warned
that targeting their industry would
lead to "collapse of negotiations.”

Earlier, nearly 80 countries
demanded a roadmap for phasing
out fossil fuels. Now, all hopes rest on
COP31 in Turkey, with the expecta-
tion that it will finally show the world
a path to saving the planet by reduc-
ing fossil fuel use.

The writer is an Editor,
Climatefournal24.com and General
Secretary, Bangladesh Climate Change
Journalist Forum (BCCJF)
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A National Education, Skills Master
Plan for AL, Robotics Era

here is 2 hard wuth

every serious Bangla-

deshi needs to swallow

before we talk about an-

ything else: owr only
real resource is our youth. Not
RMG. Not some mythical mineral
deposit wairing 1o be discovered.
Just our kids, millions of them. And
depending on how we train them,
they will become either our super-
power or our downfall.

The problem ig that the world
has quietly delivered its verdict on
our education system. Singapore
practically treats some of our uni-
versity degrees as decorative paper.
The US takes a polite 17,000 of our
students, while India sends the
population of an entire disurict.
Employers abroad whisper the
same thing: “They’re hard-working
but unprepared.”

And now, just as we are scram-
bling to catch up, the robotics age
is here 10 collect its dues. The
Gulf, our financial lifeline, is
openly experimenting with auron-
omous raxis, robor cleaners, smart
swveillance and automated ports.
They are not doing it out of spite
but because it is cheaper, safer
and faster. If we keep exporting
low-skill workers, we are prepar-
ing our youth for jobs that will be
eaten alive by machines. In 10-15
years, the Middle East will not
need Bangladeshi drivers or clean-
ers or generic “helpers”. So, the
question is not about how we send
more people abroad but about
how we produce people the future
actually needs.

China has already decided that
Al is the new literacy. They are
raising an Al-native generation
while we debate whether coding is
“too advanced for schools™, By the
time we finish arguing, their
twelve-year-olds will be using
tools that owr university gradu-
ates have not even heard of. Sin-
gapore, meanwhile, has turned
skills into a national religion.
They do not ask, “Does he have a
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respectable degree?” They ask,
“Can this person actually do any-
thing?” If the answer is no, that’s
it. Goodbye. Their refusal to fully
recognise many  Bangladeshi
degrees is not an insult. It is a clin-
ical diagnosis: “We have checked
your product. It does not meet our
standards.”

I spend a lot of time talking to
people in Washingron, New York and
various capitals. The pattern is the
same: everyonelikes our demograph-
ic story, everyone likes our resilience,
but no one is willing to pretend our
current education system is fie for the
Alandrobotics age.

If Bangladesh behaved like a
serious state, it would build one
thing above all: a national human
capital master plan for the Al and
robotics age. A real plan that says,
with numbers and timelines, how
many of our youth will become
technicians, welders, electricians,
or EV/solar specialists; how many
will become nurses, carcrs, or
allied health workers; how many
will become coders, data people, or
Al-literate  professionals; how
many will stay and run factories,
schools, farms, logistics, or crea-
tive industries; and how many will
go through structured pathways to
the US, Australia, Europe, Japan or
Canada. And it would start early
(Class 6), not after HSC when half
the damage is already done.

By 2030, every Bangladeshi
child should know what Al is and
how to use it, the same way they
know whart a calculator is. From
Class 5-6, they should be playing
with logic, basic coding, and
simple AI tools in Bangla and
English. By Class 8, they should
be able to ask an Al system to
summarise, compare, translate
and visualise information and
know when it’s wrong. By Class
12, a student on a tech wack
should be dangerous enough to
build things, not just consume
them. This is not about turning
every child into a programmer. It

is about making swre no child
walks into a 21st-centwry job
market with a 19th-century
toolkit. Withour Al literacy, our
youth will be competing for jobs
that Al itself is doing faster,
cheaper and betrter.

Dhaka will not save Bangla-
desh, but the districts will, if we
let them. Every district should
become a human-capital factory
with a permanent engine: a Coun-
selling Hub starting from Class 6,
telling kids and parents the truth
about jobs, countries and require-
ments; an Al and Digita] Hub that
helps every school hit the “Al for
all by 2030 target; and a Skills
and Migration Desk that knows
exacdy how many welders,
nurses, carers, technicians and
graduates that district can feed
into the world each year. This is
where the district-level nursing
model we have already discussed
becomes the template: district
quotas, language training, licens-
ing prep, and foreign hospital
partners., Copy-paste that logic
into trades, tech, logistics, and
hospitality.

If your teacher is underpaid,
undertrained, afraid of English
and terrified of Al no curriculum
reform will save you. We need 1o
treat teachers like we treat pilots
and surgeons. You cannot demand
a 21st-century student from a
20th-century teacher.

And if we don’t? Then robots
will slowly, silently and efficiently
take the jobs we still think of as
“ours™. The Gulf will stop needing
us. The world will stop noticing
us. And we will sit with our
degrees, our slogans and our
wounded pride, wondering why
no one warned us, Except they
did. Singapore already has. The
rest of the world is hinting. The
question is whether we are ready
10 listen.

The writer 45 the Co-Chair, Global
Bangladeshi Alfiance
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