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GRAD SCHOOL

You mean oti ready lati Japa ☺? 

Zainab Saka.

zainababidemisaka@gmail.com
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Why the US?
The perspective of an international student…

o Funding x3

o Exhaustive School Options

o World-Class Education (Teaching + Research)

o Has the greatest number of  International Students in the World. 

o Cultural Diversity

o Employment Opportunities

……and many more
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Funding Opportunities in the US

Assistantships 

-Teaching

-Research

Fellowships

-No 
obligations 
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Funding 
Opportunities 

In the US

(contd..)

Egbe owo yi wa, emi lokan ☺.

o How do I know if  the program has funding?

o When to ask for funding?

o Do I need to apply for Funding separately or am I being 

considered for funding automatically?
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Application Requirements

….How strong is your application?

✓ CV

o Transcripts

o Standardized Tests (GRE, TOEFL/IELTS)

o Diversity Essay

o Writing Sample

✓ Statement of  Purpose

o Recommendation Letters

o Application Fees
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Building your 
Academic CV

o Education (Can Include Seminar, Thesis, CGPA &Ranking)

o Publications (if  any)

o Research Experience (if  any)

o Teaching Experience (if  any)

o Industrial/Work Experience

o Volunteer Activities

o Leadership Experience

o Awards and Honors

o Professional Memberships

o Educational Learning-MOOCs

o Conferences

o Skills; [Software/Equipment Proficiency][Hobbies][Language]
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Statement of Purpose
Every school has its own requirement & standard

…..Structure is very important.

5 Paragraph Structure Sample:

o What motivated you to pursue your field of  interest? The first paragraph is vital -PERSONAL

o What did you work on in your undergraduate and what competencies have you developed? Why are you 

interested in that field?- PAST

o What is your research interest and what tools can help you in solving or investigating it? How did it lead to 

your decision to apply to the school? Have you discovered a faculty of  interest whose work aligns with your 

interest? Link 2 to 3. -PRESENT

o What is your long-term goal? What have you done up to this moment that has prepared you for grad school-

FUTURE

o What will the program do for you? Does it help you achieve your goals? Why did you choose the school? 

Ranking? Be assertive and confident you are fit for the program. –HOPE & PRAISES. 

Tone=Convincing
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1st paragraph Sample: 
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Sending 
Emails to 

Professors

o The Subject is Important- e.g., “FALL 21 Prospective Graduate 

Student”

o Timing is important. i.e., Always be mindful of  time zones. 

o Read papers ahead to be familiar with research and how it 

aligns with your interests. 

o Keep it simple, not verbose. 

o Your prior work experience, skills, and previous research that 

align with the Professor’s research. 

o Attach your CV, transcript, and any other relevant document 

that helps your case. 

o Keep it strictly formal.

Note: There is no one-way guide to this, everyone can have a different approach and style of 

emailing professors. 
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Sample 1



z

Sample 2- Email to GC 
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Timeline Overview for Application 

Understanding the US Semesters 

FALL SPRING SUMMER

Starts in Mid-

August/Early September 

Starts in  January Starts in Late May/Early June

Applications are mostly 

open for Fall resumption. 

(Most/all)

Not all schools accept 

Applications for Spring 

semester

Fewer classes, Special programs, 

Internship period, etc. 

First Semester of  the year Second End of  Session

Most financial aids offered 

during this period 

Funding opportunities are 

lesser than in the Fall

------------
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Major Pre-
Application 

Tasks 

• Get your international Passport 

• Budget some money for application fees. 

• Identify target schools and their requirements. At least 7 schools. 

Classify them accordingly. 

• Attend graduate school webinars

• Contact all graduate coordinators for clarification on requirements you 

are unsure of. 

• Prepare for standardized tests (advisable depending on the school 

requirements or strength of  your application)

• Cold Emails to Professors. 

• Identify recommenders and stay in touch.

• Prepare your well-structured CV and SOP 

• Work on your LinkedIn profile. 

• Submit the application as early as possible. 
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18 MONTHS PLAN

March-May -Research Various Schools aligning with your intended Study. 

-Work towards getting your passport, Helps to keep you motivated

-Identify potential recommenders. Start preparing for Standardized tests. 

-Be in the right groups. 

-Build the right relationships. “Similar Goals”

June-August -Take as many practice tests as possible so you can take the test by or before August

-Apply for transcripts on time depending on schools. 

-Start working on your SOP

-Attend Grad Webinars

-Email Grad Coordinators

-Email Professors

September-

December

-Write, Rewrite, Review, Repeat “SOP” 

-Start Submitting Applications, most priority deadlines are between these months. 

-Keep Emailing Professors and Grad-Cords 

-Discover new schools through groups. 

-Apply to as many schools as you can. 

Stay in touch with recommenders
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18 MONTHS PLAN

January-

March

-Second Priority deadlines are usually in January/February. “Some deadlines go as far as 

March”. 

-Apply if  you missed a deadline or discover a school but always double check with Grad 

Cords. 

-Update intending PIs after submitting applications.

-Await decisions from schools.

-School Interviews (if  applicable) 

April-August -Request i-20

-Start Filling DS-160

-Create CGI Profile

-Pay SEVIS 

-Prepare for the Visa Interview

-Get Visa

-Book Flight

-Stay Safe lol.

August WELCOME TO AMERICA 
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Thank You for 
Listening. 

Zainab.


