
GERMANYADMISSIONSCLASS

Date:MondayOctober1st,2018

Time:10pm Nigeriantime

Venue:Scholarshipenthusiasts(Telegram)https://t.me/joinchat/EtikNEFTMhao7q5erji4Rg

By:Udeh,PaschalChigozie(Ojena)asecondclassuppergraduateofElectronicEngineering

From theUniversityofNigeriaNsukka.CurrentlystudyingforanMScincommunicationsand

signalprocessingattheTechnicalUniversityIlmenau(Germany)

(ClassaimstoprovideinformationonhowtosecurepostgraduateadmissionandGerman

studentvisa).

ThesessionismainlyaboutstudyinginGermany.Alotofushavelittleornoideaabout

educationinGermanysoIhopethissessionwillthrowmorelighttowardsit

Firstly,I’llstartbyencouragingusalltokeepupthespiritofHardwork,persistenceand

hungertoachieveourGoalsbecausewithoutthezeal,wemightgiveupatsomepointdueto

thepresenceofchallengeswhichIsaconstantfactor.

Knowingaboutscholarshipsisonething,knowinghowtoapplyandbagoneisanother.

ThisgroupexposedmetoalotabouthowtomakeapplicationsforscholarshipsandIam

forevergratefultotheAdminsandallthathascontributedinonewayortheother.

I’llalsoencouragethosethathaveappliedseveraltimesovertheyearswithoutgetting

anythingpositivenottogiveup;thereisalwayslightattheendofthetunnel.Iappliedtoa

wholenumberofscholarshipsbutdidnotgetany.ItwasheartbreakingbecauseIalwayshad

thisnearsuccesssyndrome(eitherIgettointerviewstageforsomeorIam onwaitinglistfor

another).However,Inevergaveup.Likemyelderbrowillalwaystellme;“Ifyougiveupnow

thenallyourpreviouseffortwillbeinvain”.SoIurgeyouguystoalwayskeepuptheHardwork

nomatterthesetbackyouface.

ThelastandimportantadviceIwillgiveistobediverse.Asmuchasyoulookinto

scholarships,therearesomecountriesthatcangiveyouwhatyouwantwithlittleornocost.An

exampleisGermany.IneverknewabouteducationinGermanytillImetsomeoneonthisgroup.

TilltodayIremainthankfultohim forgivingmeinsightaboutstudyinginGermany.Onthisnote,

letusproceed.

Thesessionwillbedividedinto3mainsessionswithsub-sessions;

1.SecuringAdmission

 Applicationperiod

 Selectionschool



 Applicationdocuments

 Applicationprocedure

 Boostingyourchances

2.Finance

 Sponsorshipletter

 Blockedaccount

3.Interview

1.SecuringAdmissions

a.ApplicationPeriod

AdmissionintakeinGermanyforallschoolsiseitherinsummer(March/April)or

winter(September/October).Forsummerintake,theapplicationperiodisusually

betweenAugusts–Novemberwhileforwinterintake,theapplicationisbetween

JanuarystoMarch.However,thisperiodisnotstatic,itvariesforallschoolsbutthey

allusuallyfallwithinthisperiodsothebestwaytofindoutaschool’sapplication

periodistovisitstheschool’swebpage.Thisbringsustothesecondsub-section;

selectingschools.Mosttimesaswell,winterintakeishighlypreferredbecause

somemajorcoursesarenottakeninsummerascomparedtowinter

b.Selectionofschools

Themostpopularsitewhereyoucanseealistofschoolsandcoursesofyour

choiceiswww.daad.defrom thereyoucanseeabriefinfoaboutthecoursecontent,

requirements,applicationdeadlineetc.Furtherinfocanthenbefoundbyvisitingthe

school’swebpageonceyoudecideonwhichschoolyouwanttomakeapplications

toMindyou,althoughthereareeliteschoolsinGermanylikeTechnicalUniversityof

Munich(TUM),RWTH Aachenandthelikes,thereisnothinglikeoneschoolbeing

superioroveranotherinGermany.Thestandardofeducationandlevelofdifficultyis

sameeverywhere.Peopleevenfinditdifficulttograduatefrom schoolsheresowhat

shoulddriveyoutoapplytoaschoolisthecontentofcourseandnottheschool’s

ranking.AllGermaninstitutionsaretopnotch,highlyequippedandofhighstandard.

AlsobearinmindthattherearethreetypesofinstitutionsinGermany;

 TechnicalUniversities(TheTU’s),likeTechnicalUniversityofMunich

(TUM),myschoolTechnicalUniversityIlmenau(TUI) etc.

 UniversitiesofAppliedScienceswhicharealsocalledFachhochschule

(TheFH’s)likeFHKile,FHKolnetc.

 UniversitylikeUniversityofBerlin,UniversityofErfurtetc.



The1st(TheTUs)areusuallythemostdifficult.Alotofthem areresearch

orientedsotheyareadvisableforthosegoingintotheacademiclinelikePhDand

Professorlevel.TherearealsopracticalmodulesintheTUsthatcangiveuedge

ifyouwanttogointotheindustriallinebutitismoreinthisregardforthe2nd

whicharetheFHs

TheFHsaremorepracticallyoriented.Theyarelikethepolytechnicsweare

familiarwith.Itisalsoverydifficulttherebecauseoftheseriesofprojects

carriedoutconstantly.Butthenyougetafeelofpracticalexercisesespecially

from companies

Iam notsofamiliarwiththelastsetofinstitutionsbutfrom thelittleI

know,theyhavemorecoursesgearedtowardsarts,economics,socialsciences

etc.althoughallotherabovediscussedschoolsstillhaveamixofeverything.

Sobasically,knowwhatyouwantfrom aschoolbeforeyoumakeanapplication

Butgenerally,IwillalwayspickaTUaheadoftheothertwobecauseaTU

willgiveyoueverythingtheothertwohastoofferandevenmorebutthereverse

isnotthecase.

c. ApplicationDocumentsandrequirements

The1strequirementisCGPA.GermanCGPAsystem isthereverseofthatof

Nigeriai.e.5pointsinNigeriaisequivalentto1pointinGermany.Foryoutoapplyto

anyschool,yourCGPAonGermanscalemustbe2.5andbelowi.e.from 2.5to1.0or

onNigerianscale,from 3.0to5.0.Thedocumentsneededforeachschoolalsovary

butonageneralbase,youshouldhaveyour

 DegreeCertificate,

 Transcript,

 CV,

 IELTS,

 SOPAnd

 ReferenceLetter.

SomeschoolswaveIELTS,theymightjustrequireletterofproficiencyfrom your

undergraduateuniversitystatingthatyourdegreewastaughtinEnglishbutitisalways

besttohaveitwithaminimum of6.5.

TheformatforGermanCVistabularformat.

https://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/documents/curriculum-vitaecanhelpyouputyour

CVintabularformatforadmissionapplication.ItcanalsobedoneonMSwordbecause

someschoolsmightwantyoutouseeuropasswhilesomemightnotwant.Todo



tabularformatinMSword,justopenanewworddocument,insertatable,writetheCV

insidetherows&columnsthenhidethetableonceyouaredone.YouTubecanhelpyou

furtheronhowtodoit.Theessenceoftabularformatistoensureeasyaccess&

scrollingwhileviewingyourCV...Germanslikethingsinaswift&decentway

SOPisalsoveryimportantasweallknowalready.GermanMScprogramsare

consecutivesoinacasewhereyouwanttoapplyforsomethingslightlydifferentfrom

yourpreviousfieldofstudy,thestructureandcontentofyourSOPisveryvital.Wehave

heldseriesoflecturesonSOPsopleasepermitmenottogointomuchdetailsaboutit

d.ApplicationProcedure

Someschoolsrequireonlyonlineapplication(veryfew),somerequireonline+

submissionofcertifiedhardcopydocuments(usuallythecase)whilesome

applicationisdoneviaabodycalledUNIASSIST.

The1st(online)isself-explanatory.Forthesecond,afterapplyingonline,youwill

havetosendcertifiedcopiesofyourapplicationdocumentstotheschoolviacourier

service.The3rd(UNIASSIST),requiresapplicationfeeof75Eurosforfirst

applicationand15Eurosforsubsequentapplications(i.e.ifyouaremakingmore

thanoneapplication).Youapplytothem online,paytheappfeeandstillpostyour

hardcopydocumentstothem.

Afterreviewingyourdocuments,theywillgiveafeedbacktotheschoolifyoucan

beadmittedornot.

Onceagain,generally,itisfrom theschool’swebpageyouwillfindoutaboutthe

applicationsprocedureanddetails.Soonceyoufindyourschoolfrom daad.de,

proceedtotheschoolswebpageimmediately&findallyouneed

e. BoostingYoursChances

The1standsurewayistoapplytomanyschoolsaspossible.Itisdifficultto

secureadmissioninGermanysoitisalwaysadvisabletoapplytoasmanyschools

asyoucan.

AnotherwayistomakesureyouapplyforwhatisdirectlyrelatedtoyourBSc.

RegardlessofyourhighCGPAandotherqualifications,youcanbeturneddown

easilyiftheyarenotrelatedbecausealotofGermanprogramsareconsecutive.Let

megiveyouaclearexample.Ididanapplicationlastyearwithoneofmyfriend.I

graduatedwithaCGPAof4.25from ElectronicEngineeringwhiletheguygraduated

with3.8from ComputerScience.Webothappliedtosameschool,samecoursebut

hewasadmittedandIwasturneddown.IhadalldocumentsandrequirementsbutI

wastoldthatmytranscriptdidn’thaveenoughcomputersciencemoduleswhichwill

beneededfortheMSc.

Somosttimesitisnotjustabouthighgradesandhavingalldocuments,that’s

whyIalsotalkedaboutmakingnumerousapplicationsbecauseyounevercantell

whichschoolwilladmityouornot.Althoughthereisawaytosituationslikethis



whichisSOPandworkexperience.Ifyouwanttoapplytosomethingslightly

differenttowhatyoustudiedinBSc,orifyourtranscriptdon’thaveenough

prerequisitemodulesneeded,thenyouwillhavetobeabletoconvincethem inyour

SOPandthequalityworkexperienceinthenewlineyouwanttogo.

Afteryoumakeyourapplication,youwillhavetowaitforsomeweeksafterthe

applicationdeadlineisoverforyoutoknowtheoutcome.Justveryfewschoolsgive

admissiononrollingbasisi.eyouapplytoday,theyreviewyourapplicationandgetback

toyoualmostimmediatelybutmajorityoftheschoolswaituntilafterthedeadline.

Theproblem withthisisthatifyougetanegativefeedback,youwillhavetowait

tillnextyearornextadmissionintakebecauseallschoolshavethealmostsame

timelineforapplicationwindowsoifyoujustapplytooneschoolandgetturneddown,it

willbetoolatetomakeanyotherapplicationbecauseallotherschoolswouldhave

closedtheirswhichiswhyIinitiallysaiditisadvisabletoapplytomanyschoolsas

possibleoncetheappwindowopens

2.Finance

Onceyougainadmission,thenextthingtoconsiderisfinance.StudyinginGermanyis

tuitionfreebutyouneedtoshowameansofsustenanceforyourperiodofstudy.Thereare

2methodsacceptedbytheGermanembassy;

 SponsorshipLetter(SL)letterand

 BlockedAccount.

ForSL,youwillneedsomeonewholivesandworksinGermanytowritealetter

foryoustatingthathe/shecanlookafteryourfinancesduringyourentirestudyperiod.

Forblockedaccount,embassyrequiresyoutoopenanaccountinGermanyand

funditwith8800Euros.ThetwoGermanaccountssupportedforthisareFintibaand

DeutschBank.MoredetailscanbefoundontheGermanconsulatewebpage

https://nigeria.diplo.de/ng-en.Itiscalledblockedaccountbecauseyouwillhaveaccess

toonlyacertainamountpermonth(720Euroswhichwillbeusedtopayyourrent,

healthinsuranceandpersonalexpenses).Althoughthisblockedaccountof8800Euros

canlastjustfor1year(720x12=8640)andMScisusuallybetween1yearandhalf–2

years,thereistheavailabilityofstudentjobsthatcanprovidefundstoleadyouonyour

secondyear(studentsareallowedtoworkamaximum of20hoursperweek).Soyou

seewhystudyinginGermanyisatnocost ;notuitionfeesandtheblockedaccountis

stillyourpersonalmoneywhenyougethere.

3.Interview

Admission+Finance,visaisalreadyon60%level.Thenextisinterview.Youwilluse

youradmissionletterandconfirmationofbankaccountopeningtoapplyforinterview.The

beautyaboutthisGermansystem isthatyoudon’tevenneedtofundthe8800inyour

accountbeforeyouapplyforinterview.



Onceyougetadmissionandyouopenyouraccount,youcanusebothdocuments+your

internationalpassporttoapplyforinterview.Youcanevengoforinterviewwithoutfunding.

However,beforeyourvisawillbereleased,youwillhavetoshowthefunds.Therehave

alsobeencasesofpeoplethatgottheirvisareleasedwithoutshowingfunds.Trustme,

GermanstudentvisaisthemosteasiestIhaveseen.

TherearesomeotherdetailsabouttheinterviewwhichIcan’tgointonowbecausethey

arenotnecessaryatthemomentuntilyougettothatpointsowhoeveriswillingtotry

Germanycanalwayscontactmeoncehe/shegetstothisstage.I’lltellyoueverythingyou

needtoknowabouttheinterview.

Weeksafterinterview(couldtakelike3–6weeks),visadropssharply.

BonusPoints

TherearealsoprosandconsofstudyinginGermany.Onemajorproblem isthelanguage.

AlthoughtherearemanyEnglishspeakingtaughtcourses,thelanguageisneededfor

yourdaytodayactivitiesanditcanalsoprovideyouwithlimitlessopportunities.SoIwilladvise,

ifyouwanttocometoGermanyandyoustillhavetime,enrollforlanguagecourseandgetat

leastB1level.

TheadvantagesofstudyinginGermanyarenumerous;freeeducation,numerousjob

opportunitiesforeveryone(especiallyifyouareagoodspeakerofthelanguage),good

immigrationandafterschoolstaypolicy(aftergraduation,thegovernmentallowsyoutostay18

monthsinthecountrytolookforajob).

Althoughlanguagegivesyoumoreopportunities,therearealsomanyopportunitiesfor

Englishspeakers.Atleastifyoucan’tspeak,havequalityexperienceandskillsneededinthe

areaofjobapplication.

JobsarenumerousinGermanysoevenifyoustilldon’thavemuchpreviousexperience,

thereisstillsomethingforyouandonewaytoalsoenhanceyourexperienceisbyapplyingfor

internships.

TherearenumerousinternshippositionsforstudentsinGermanyandthebeautyofthe

educationsystem isthatyouarepermittedtotakestudyleaveanytimeyouwant.Somepeople

takethestudyleavesotheycandointernships.Youcanalsodointernshipsduringsummer

holidaysifyoudon’treallywantastudyleaveatthemoment.

WithoutmyabilitytospeakGermanandnotmuchpreviousworkexperienceIwasstill

abletogetaninternshippositionthissummer(from AugusttoOctober).Soyousee,Germany

canprovideyouwithallyouneedbothacademicallyandprofessionallyregardlessofwhatyou

haveatthemoment

Lastly,everywhereisgoodinGermanybutthereareplaceswithmoreopportunitiesfor

studentsthanotherplaces.Sowhenlookingforschools,considerthefollowingplacesinmind;



 NorthRhine-Westphalia(Koln,Dortmund,Essen,AachenBonn,etc.),

 Bavaria(Munichprecisely),

 Hamburg,Darmstadt,Frankfurt,Bremen,Berlin,StuttgartandsomeothersIcan’t

remembernow.


