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TranscriptofLecture[ISF7]:

SECURINGMANDELARHODESSCHOLARSHIP:AN

INSIGHTFULDISCUSSION
Friday,9thApril,20201.7:15pm WAT

Lecturer:

ScholarOchukoOghenechovwenMary

Moderator:

ScholarRidwan

TransmissionCrew:

ISF>ScholarsJustin,Hussein,AbdulMutolib,Oluwatobi,Paulotimi,Rasheed.

ASF>ScholarsHydrospecs,Paulotimi.

ISFM >ScholarHussein

ForemostResearchGroups>ScholarHydrospecs.

Twitter>ScholarLukgaf.

Telegram >ScholarEtubi(Telegram ChatLink)

BriefProfileoftheGuestLecturer

MaryOghenechovwenstudiedhumananatomyandcellbiologyatDeltaStateUniversity,Nigeria

foranundergraduatedegree.Muchlater,herconcernforcivilengagementsandsocialissuesled

hertofurtherstudyforProjectManagementinGlobalHealthattheUniversityofWashington’sE-

learningFaculty.

During her undergraduate thesis research,she worked on gender-based anthropometric

comparisonswhichinfluencedmydecisiontodelveintoforensics,toenableherpushforfull

focusongendered-based violence.Sheiscurrentlypursuing aMastersinForensicsatthe

UniversityofCapetownasaMandelaRhodesFoundationscholar(classof2020).Shesees

forensicsnotjustasacareerpath,butasameanstoteachvulnerablegroupstobeconstantly

proactiveandemotionallyintelligent.
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In2017,shetaughtlifesciencestofemaleundergraduatesattheSchoolofHealthTechnologyin

NorthernNigeria.Thismadeherdeterminedtosucceedinresearchanddevelopmentroles,as

wellasencourageyounggirlstostudySTEM subjects.Shehassubsequentlyaccruedthreeyears

ofexperiencementoringgirlsandprovidingcomprehensiveeducationatcommunitylevelsinrural

andperi-urbansettings.

MaryisavolunteeranddonorwithTotalGirlsandTheGladiesAfrica,reachingouttounder-served

girlsthroughactiveprogrammes.Sheisdrivenbyhercommitmenttoinvestinyoungpeopleand

onedayhopestowitnessasocietywiththehighestlevelofsocialempowerment.Shelovesto

playscrabbleandenjoysengagingfolkswiththegame.HerfavouritebookisAmericanahby

ChimamandahNgoziAdichie.

LectureAgenda

1.OverviewofMandelaRhodesScholarship

2.Howtoapproachtheessayquestions.

3.Applicationdocuments

4.Admissions

5.Benefits

6.Prompts

7.Question

OVERVIEW OFMANDELARHODESSCHOLARSHIP

Basically,theMRFrunson4corethemes.

 Leadership,

 Education

 Entrepreneurship

 Reconciliation(thiswillbereferredtoallthroughthelecture).

Thescholarshipawardfundspostgraduatesprogrammes(Mastersandhonoursonly)andrecruit

onlyAfricans.
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Withthisscholarship,youcanchooseanydisciplineandschoolofyourchoiceaslongasitsin

SouthAfrica.However,beguided.Alwaysthinkofapplicabilityofyourcoursechoiceespecially

towardssocialandglobalissues.

Apartfrom the financialempowerment/obligation,the MRF also runs series ofmandatory

Leadershiptrainingsandworkshopwithverynotableguestlecturers,partofwhichyougettotake

onalittlebitofcommunityprojects.

Lastly,theawardonlysponsorsAfricans.

AsfarasIknow,there'salittlebiasbasedonquotaforeveryclass.Sotheydotrytokeepa

balanceacrossthedifferentregionsandcountriesinAfrica.

Nowlet'slookattheapplicationdocsrequired.

 3recommendation/recommenders

 Apersonalstatement

 Anessay.

 Yourdocuments,transcripts,cvandcertificates.

Whenfillingthedocuments,itsokaytoputinyourcurrentcellphonenumbersandthatofyour

guardians.Justputinyourcountrycode.+234

Foraddress,youcanbrowseuptheuniversity/campusresidenceofwhateverschoolyouare

lookingat.Thesethingsarejustforthenow.

ESSAY

1.Foryourowngood,thinkoutsideofthebox.Don'tbelazy,standout.I'm sayingthisbecauseI've

beenprivilegedtoreviewessays,andit'ssurprisinghowpeoplewriteononlythesamepolarising

issue.

Iwouldrefrainfrom listingthem soasnottoshootourselvesinthelegs.

However,think!

Nigeriaisrichinhistory,indiversity,inculture,inreligion,inperceptions,intalents,infood.Think

ofpolitics,thinkofrepresentationsanddifferentbias.Thinkhard,doyourresearchandstandout!

Ifyoumostgocommon,dosoinauniqueway!
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2.Putyourselfinthepictureofwhateverissue.Howhaveyouviewedthis?whatdoyouthink?

howhaveyouoryourgroupsbeenaffected?

Don'tjustgoonlineandcopyandpaste.Personalisewhateverissue.

3.Getyourfactsright.

4.Makeitinterestingandpossiblyuseastoryformat.

5.Inthemostsimpleway,apolarisingissue(whichisamainfocusintheessaytobewritten)is

whateverthatiscausingadivideandleadstounfairtreatments,stereotyping,deprivationofbasic

rightsandsoon.

ADMISSIONAPPLICATIONS

1.Browse,sendmails(don’tbescared,theyrespond),askquestions.Knowwhatyouaregetting

into

2.Know thedifferencebetweenanhonoursandamasters.Dontmakeamistake.Peoplehave

comeinforhonoursafterdoingafiveyearbsccourseinNigeriabecauseofignorance.

3.Beproactive.Noadmissions,noscholarship!

4.GettingadmissionintheUKismucheasierthanSouthAfrica.Sostartnow.

5.DoyourresearchonwhichschoolsyouneedtopayforApplicationfees,whichonesrequire

SAQA

6.ResearchonSAQA(anevaluationandverificationbodyforforeignqualificationsinSouthAfrica)

ifyoudontknowaboutit.

Itwillhelpindecisionmaking.

CALCULATIONS

Calculatecorrectly.Itspercentages.

E.g,howmanypercentof5.0is4.0or3.8e.t.c

Forhighschool/WAEC,usethesubjectkeysandaggregate.

Simplygoonlineandaskhowtogradeyourwaecperformanceinpercentage.
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BENEFITS(THEICINGONTHECAKE)

1.S.Amightnotbeallyou'vedreamedof,butconsideritacloserstepthanwhereyouarenow.

2.The scholarship is fully funded.Everything included,flighttickets,study allowances,

accommodation allowances,monthlystipends,research grants,qualityeducation,leadership

training,asoundnetworkofscholars,Africanleadersandaffiliates.

Trustme,thesearerelativelygenerousamountsandbenefits!

FOODFORTHOUGHT/PROMPTS

Rememberthisgoingforward,yearsagotherewerenoscholarshipseminars,whatsappgroups

andYouTubesgivingtipshereandthere.

Noweveryonehaseasyaccesstowhatwouldhavebeenconsideredscarceknowledge

Soguysifyouwereworkinghard,workharder.

Thecompetitionjustgottougher,becausethenextguyknowsmostofwhatyouthinkareyour

strongpoints.

Wellitsonethingtoknow,itsanotherthingtoApplytheknowledge.Itsuptoyou.

Alltheverybestguys

Cheer!.

Question1

Thankyouforthelecturecanonetravelwithspouseandchildren?

Response

Sure.However,theMRFdoesn'tcoverfordependentsorspouse.Youcanonlydothatonyour

own.

Also,applicantsmustnotbemorethan30yearsold.

Question2

Thankyousirforthelecture.Oneofmyrecommendersdonothaveanofficialemail.CanIuseher.
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Response

Sendanemailtothecontactdetailthereinthisregards.Theyshouldgiveyouagoahead.

Ididsameinmytimeanditwasapproved.

Question3

CantheresearchgrantbeusedforprojectoutsidetheMaster'sstudy?

IstheresearchgrantautomaticwhenIgotthescholarship?

Response

Noitisnotautomatic.Youhavetoapplyforit.Itsaneasyprocessthough.

Youcanuseyourfundsforwhateveryouwantbutideallyitshouldbeforyourprojects.Sowhen

applyingyouwillhavetoprovidetheevidenceandabudgettojustifyyourapplication.

Question4

Arethereinterviewsbeforeselection?

Response

Sothescreeningprocessisin4stages,from thefirsttothird,youdonothingbuthope.

Whathappensisthatyourapplicationmovesfrom onereviewboardtotheother.Alongtheway,a

lotofpersonsaredropped.

Onceyougetthethefinalstage,youarethenshortlistedforaninterview whichisusuallya

physicaloneinCapetown(untilcovidhappened).

Question5

Canyougiveaninsightintothetotalnumberofscholarsselectedeveryyearandhowquotasare

distributedamongAfricancountries?

Response

Thenumbersvary.From 30to100.

In2018whenMandelawastechnically100,100scholarsweretaken.Thisisthehighestthusfar.
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In2019,alittleabove30weretaken.

In2020whichwasmyclass.54scholarsweretakenand6wereNigerians.10madeittothe

interviewsthough.Lastyearalittleabove30andonlyoneNigerian.Andthat'sbecausedueto

Covidalotofoldscholarsarestillinthesystem sincetheyhaven'tcompletedtheirdegrees.But

ontheaverageIwillsay35to50.

Question6

DoyoumeanthescholarshipboardwillflymetoCapeTownforaninterview?(normally,without

Covid-19).WillIbegivenstipendforsuchtoo?

Response

Yes.Nostipends,everyexpensewillbecovered.Feedingandall.AtNelsonMandela'sresidence

whilehewaspresident

Question7

Canyougiveaninsightintothetotalnumberofscholarsselectedeveryyearandhowquotasare

distributedamongAfricancountries?

Response

Thedistributionisbasedontheapplicationspercountriesalthoughtheyarereallynotverystrict

withthequota.Theyadvisepeoplefrom WestAfricacountriestoapplyasmostscholarsarefrom

theEastorSouth.Atthemomentthereareonlyabout26countriesrepresented.

Question8

CanIgetthescholarshipwitha2:1or2:2grade?

Response

Yes.Mightberarebutyes.Ihaveafriendwhogotinwitha2.2andnow she'sdoneandhas

securedanotherscholarshipregardless.Italldependsonyourpresentationandargumentaswell

asotherqualitiesyourpossess.
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Question9

Anypreferenceforfemaleapplicantswinningthescholarship?

Response

Aswithmanyotherscholarshipsandalsoconsideringthetimesweare,Imightsaymaybe.But

don'tbankonit.Ican'treallysay.Justbegoodandcompetitiveenoughsoyoudon'tbankon

gender.

AsfarasIknow,theMRFwillnotrejectaqualifiedMalecandidateforafemalethathasn'tputin

theeffort.

Question10

Thankyouscholarforthetips.MayIaskifitisnecessarytofindasupervisorbeforeapplyingfor

thescholarship.

Response

Admissionsareanindependentprocessfrom thescholarship application.So normallywith

admissions,ifyouaregoingforfullresearchyouwillhavetofindasupervisorandsecureyour

admission.

Ifyouraregoingforacombinationofcourseworkanddissertationthenitsjuststraighttothe

school.Justlikeyouwilldoforyourregularapplications.

Question11

Iam alittlebitconfusedaboutessay,isitaproposalyoumeanorwhat?2ndquestionisareweto

applydifferentontheschoolportalandscholarshipseparately.

Response

Onceyouaremakingyourapplicationsyouwillunderstandbetter,explainedtheessayswiththe

mindsetthat11daystogo,peopleshouldhavegottenfamiliar.Admissionsandapplicationsfor

scholarshiparedifferent.Butyouhavetostartadmissionsnowsoastomeetupshouldyouwin

thescholarship.Someonelastyearwonthescholarshipbutdidnothaveanadmission.Sothey

droppedhim.
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Question12

I'm currentlyinaplacewhereI'm unabletogetrecommendationletters.

HowdoIgoaboutthat?

Response

Youjusthavetolookforaway.Anybodycanrecommendyou.From yourschoolorworkplace.

Question13

Iwillliketoknowifit'samusttoreturntomycountryafterthemaster'sprogram?

Response

Noitsnot.

Question14

MyQuestionisfortheadmissionapplicationisthererequirementforSAQA

Response

Yes.Youcangetalloftheinformationontheirwebsite.

Question15

PlsitthereAgelimit?

Response

30yearsandbelow.

APPRECIATION❗

OnbehalfofthemembersandadminsoftheInternationalScholarshipForum (ISF),Iwillliketo

thankouramiableguestlecturerforyourinsightfulpresentationandkindgesturestonight.Your

answerstothevariousquestionsareindeedhelpful.Ibelieveeveryonethatfollowedthesession

keenlywillhavegainedalot.
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ThanksagainScholar@OchukoChovwen

ToallMRFapplicants,Iwishyousuccessahead.Goandshine❗

Tillweallwin

✍ Ridwan

For:ISFAdmins

_Endofthesession_

____________________________________


