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TranscriptofLecture:
Preparing for2020 DoctoralOpportunities in
France

Sunday,26thJanuary,2020;18:30WAT

Lecturer:Dr(InView)MichaelAdebayo.
MichaelAdebayoisanEnvironmentalGeoscientist(specializinginPaleoclimatologyand
Paleooceanography).

Hegraduated with aFistClasswhen hecompleted hisBachelor’sdegreein Botany
(specializinginEnvironmentalBotany&Palynology)from theUniversityofLagos.

Moderator:ScholarLuqman.

TransmissionCrew:ScholarsAmusaMutiu,KehindeSalami,Halogen,Ugwu,AdekunleSamuel,
Kenny,Ajiboye,Ademco,OlowuMariam,Monsur,Etubi

Admin:ResearcherBankole&ISFM ScholarObasekoreHameed

LectureAgenda:
1.Lecturer'sOpeningRemarks.
2.WhatyouneedtoknowaboutapplyingforPhDscholarshipinFrance.
3.Questionandanswer.

Lecturer'sOpeningRemarks:

Hello everyone,mynameisMichaelAdebayo and it'sa pleasureto sharewith you some

informationthatcouldbeusefulinhelpingussecurescholarshipopportunitiesinFrance.

IthanktheISFteam forhavingme.

Now,straightintothediscussionoftheday.

Iwanttobelieveeveryonealreadyknowsthebasicssuchas:

● HavingagreatlyformattedCV.

● Beinginpossessionofyourtranscript.



Page|2

● Acreative/skillsbasedpersonalstatementorcoverletterdependingonwhichyouhaveto

submit.

● Sendingagoodcontactemail.

● MovingontothepeculiaritiesofsecuringascholarshipinFrance.

WhatyouneedtoknowaboutapplyingforPhDscholarship
inFrance

First,IwillwantyoutoknowthattheFrenchgovernmenthasanumberofjointscholarshipsthat

Nigerianscanbenefitfrom.

Someareinstitutionaljointagreement/scholarshipschemes(accessibleonlybystaffofsome

institutions)whileothersaremorepublic.

E.g.EiffelScholarship(Isharedthisinformationonhowtogoaboutthissometimesago).

However,WhenitcomessecuringindependentandfullysponsoredscholarshipsinFrance,it's

unlikelythatyouwillbeabletodirectlycontactsupervisorsasisthenorm whenlookingfor

supervisorsintheUSandCanadaforinstance.

It'snotentirelyimpossiblebutIttakessomeresearchandeffortstogettheiremailaddresses.

ThisisbecausethewebsitesofmostFrenchuniversitiesdonotmakeiteasyforyoutoreachout

toresearchersdirectly.

InthecaseofUSuniversities,allyouneedtodoisgototheirgraduateschoolwebsiteandcheck

thedepartmentyouwanttoapplyto.

Moreoftenthannot,youwillfindatabthatwilltakeyoudirectlytothepagecontainingthedetails

oftheirfaculties.

It'snotthecaseforFrenchuniversitieswhenyouareseekingindependentscholarshipsdirectly

withprincipalinvestigators.

Hence,yourbestbetistowaittillinstitutionsorresearchersadvertisePHDpositionsdirectly.

ThisisthesurestandmostcompetitivewaytoaccessscholarshipsinFrance.

Typically,therearethreewaystosourceforindependentscholarships.

(PleasenotethatIam nottalkingabouttheoneyouhavetogothroughfederalgovernment.I'm

talkingaboutindependentscholarships).

1.Writeresearchersdirectly(asyoudowhenlookingforsupervisorsintheUS).

Thechallengetothisisingettingtheemailsoftheresearchers.

However,ifyouarepatientandcalm enough,youcantaketimetolookfortheirpapersandhope

tofindonewheretheresearcherwasthefirstauthor.

Thatway,youcangettheemailandsendaninquirymail/expressionofinterestmail.

Donotforgettosendyourcvandtranscriptsonfirstcontact.
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Youmayalsobeluckytofindthatyourdesiredresearcherholdsanadministrativepositionor

majorpositionintheCNRS(that'stheNationalCentreofScientificResearchinFrance).

Thatway,youmaybeabletoeasilyfindtheiremail,butitcanbequiteastruggle.

2.Theotherwaytogettoapplydirectlytoadvertisedprojects(throughCAMPUSFRANCE)is

tovisit-

doctorat.campusfrance.org/en/phd/offers

ThankstotheimmenseeffortsbyCampusFranceNigeria,youarealsoabletodirectlyapplyfor

projectsbysearchingprojectsonthatwebsiteandapplyingdirectly.

Whilesomeprojectsadvertisedherearefullyfunded,somerequirethatyouhaveyourown

funding.

Inothercases,somerequiresomelevelofFrenchwhileothersdonot.It'sjustamix.Insome

difficultcases,someprojectsareonlyavailabletonationals/citizensofparticularcountrieseven

thoughthepositionisopentointernationalstudents.

Sothisalsocomeswithitsownchallengesbutit’salsoawaytosecuresponsorship.

AnadditionalpointImustmakeisthatthroughCAMPUSFRANCE,youcanalsogetfunding.

Whatyouneedtodoistogototheirofficetomakeinquiriesandexpressinterestinpursuinga

PhDinFrance.

Theyareabletocontactsupervisorsonyourbehalfandiftheyfindsomeoneforyou,theycanhelp

youthroughtheprocess.

Notmanypeopleareawareofthis.

IhavespokenwithDirectorsofCampusFranceandsoIknow thisisapossibility.Itcanbean

alternativeroute.

Ican'tfullyrememberthewholeprocessbutonceyouestablishcontactwiththem,theyareable

toadviceyoubest.

3.Applydirectlytoadvertisedpositionsbyuniversities.

Thisisarecommendedrouteasitreliefsyouofthestressofsearchingforemailsortravellingto

campusFranceofficeeverynowandthen.

Theprocessisquitesimple...

Theinstitutionputsupadvertisedpositions.

Yougettoapplytodifferentprojectsandnotjustone.SoIthinkit'squiteagoodroute.

TheMAJORchallengeyouwillfacewillbenavigatingyourwaythroughFrenchUniversitywebsites.

It'squiteahassletoeventuallylandonthepagewherethepositionsareadvertised.

Idon'tknow how itworksinallinstitutionsbutIhavetriedwithmanyenoughtocometothis

conclusion.

Soyoumustbepatientandunderstandthatyoumayhavetoclickonmanylinksbeforearrivingon

thepagefortheadvertisedpositions.
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Also,don'tbeinahurry.Readeverysentencebeforemovingon.

Asimplehyperlinkmaybeembeddedsomewhereyouwouldn'tnotice.Sincethewebsiteswillbein

French,IrecommendbrowsingwithChromesoyouareabletousethetranslator.

Onceonthepage,youareabletoeasilyseethetopicsandknowtheprojectsthatarewithinthe

limitofyourskills.

Forinstitution based applications,the mostvitalthing to note is the period ofproject

advertisement.

YoushouldbecheckingtheirwebsitestoknowwhentheywouldadvertisePhDpositions.

Iknowforacoupleofinstitutions(basedontheperiodtheyadvertisedlastyear).

Theseinclude:

1)UniversityofMontpellier-April2-May15.

2)UniversityofBordeaux-May

3)UniversityofRennes-April11.

4)Aix-MarseilleUniversity-April/May

Thesewerethedatescallforapplicationswereannouncedlastyear.

Itshouldn'tchangemuchthisyear.

Thebeautyofthisisthatdespiteit'sanApril-Mayadvertisement,resumptionisforOctoberthis

year.Sameyearapplicationisreallyagoodoneinmyopinioncomparedtoaoneyearwaittime

formostUSuniversities.

Allyouneedtodoistojustbookmarktheirwebsiteonceyouhavefoundthepagewherethe

opportunitieswillbeadvertised.

Intermsofremuneration,itdependsonwhoisfundingyourposition.InFrance,youwillfindalot

ofcompanies funding projects through laboratories.Otherwise,you can be employed by

institutions,orbefundedthrougharesearcher'spersonalresearchgrant.

Nonetheless,itwouldbeenoughforyoutosustainyourself.

Thankyouforthetimetoberesourcefultoyouall.

IwanttothanktheISFteam onceagainfortheopportunityandIusethisopportunitytoalsoinvite

membersofISFtomyFacebookcommunitywhereIinspireyoungindividualstodropamediocre

lifeforanexcellentlifethroughcoachingonpersonaldevelopment,relationship,andacademics.

Hereisthelinktojoin-www.facebook.com/groups/therenewedlifeacademy

Ilookforwardtohavingyoujoinus.

Iwillnowtakequestions.
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Questions&Answers

Q
1

Thankyou so much scholar,God bless

you.

Please,istherenoMScopportunitiesfor

people with conservation or biological

sciencebackground?

A
1

Well,from myresearchandinquiries,it's

likelytobeverydifficulttogetfundingfor

MscthanPhD inFrance.Moreso,most

mastersprogrammesaretaughtinFrench.

Idon'tknow ifit’ssomethingyouwillbe

abletocopewithatthispoint.

Ultimately,the mostimportantthing is

funding which isn'treadilyavailable for

MasterscomparedtoPhD.

YoucantrytheCampusFranceforthe

Mastersprogramme.Itmayworkoutfor

youbutIcanonlyhopeyouwillbeableto

dealwithteachingsandallinFrench.

English is mostflexible in PhDs than

Masters.ThoughIheardthatifthereisan

Englishspeakingstudentinaclass,the

lecturermaytrytospeakEnglish.

ButIhavenotfullyverifiedthis.

Q
2

1.IsitpossibletogetadirectPhDwithout

havinganMScinFrance?

2.DoeslearningFrenchhasanythingtodo

withbeensuccessfulinPhDoverthere?

A
2

1.No,it'slesslikelytogetapositionhere

withoutanMSc.Youwilldefendyourmsc

projectbeforeapanelifyouevermakeit

toaninterview.

2.Notatall,butitwillbehelpfultohelp

you integrateinto theculture.Moreso,

although some can speak English,they

feelmorecomfortablewithFrenchsoyou

willbe forced to learn the language in

ordertofullyenjoytheexperience.

Butitisnotarequirementaslongasyour

supervisorsunderstandandcommunicate

inEnglish,youaregoodtogo.

Q
3

Istheprojectalwaysforpeoplewillingto

pursuePhDaloneorsomelowerorhigher

degreeisalwaysincluded?

A
3

Itisforthosewhoarewillingtopursue

PhD.

I'venotseenanythingforlowerdegrees.

Again,CampusFrancemaybeusefulin

thisregard.

It'smainlyaPhDthing.

Q ThanksforthelectureSir. A IfitcomestoPhD,itisn'tprimarilyabout
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4 Myquestionis,whatarethechancesof

gettingtheScholarshipsifonecanspeak

French?

DotheyteachinEnglish?

4 yourFrenchspeakingability.

Itisfirstaboutyourcompatibilitywiththe

projectand ifselected by a potential

supervisortobethestudentontheproject,

it'saboutwhethertheCNRSselectsyour

supervisor's project for funding... And

afterwards,it'sabouthow youdefendto

thepanel.

Beingabletoornotbeingabletospeak

Frenchdidn'tmatterinallofthese.

Butcertainly,ifallgoesright,thenthatwill

beahugeplus.

Q
5

Doesitmeanthatmostmasterprograms

inFrancearetaughtinFrench?

A
5

Yes.Ibelievesofrom responsesIreceived

from askingquestions.

Hereisatypicalexample...

Youapplytoaproject.

Supervisorsselectandinterview students

theyfeelmaybegoodfortheirproject.

Heorshepicksonlyonecandidatetoput

forward.

Assuming the institution advertised 40

positions.

Allfortysupervisors willsubmitproject

summaryandstudentchoice(profile/CV

andmotivationalletter)totheinstitutions

doctoralCommittee...

Theywillthenselect20.

Soifyoursupervisorsthesisisn'tchosen,

bothofyouaredisqualified.Thatendsit

evenifyoureceivedpositivenewsfrom

yoursupervisoratfirst.

Thenforthe20,youwillhavetovieforthe

slotsavailable.

Probably10-12.

That’swherethelaboratorypanel(where

youareapplyingtowork)willalsodotheir

selectionamongthe20.
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Soattheend,only10-12studentsare

fundedfrom initial40.

Q
6

1.Whichmethod did youadoptforthe

opportunity of your present study in

France?

2.How could you manage such great

academic profile with social-leadership

worksandgamesespeciallytheNaruto,

boruto,marato,andallthetototos?

A
6

1)Ifollowedthelastmethod.Iapplied

directly to different projects on

institutionalwebsites.

2)"...and allthe to to tos"...thatwas

hilarious...

Basically,I've been doing this formore

than7years.Igrew intoknowinghow to

manage my priorities,time,and goals

whilst not compromising my physical

health,mentalhealth,sociallife,and

entertainmenttime.

It's a process thatcan be learned if

practisedcommittedly.
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