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A motivation letter for a graduate school position is a document that explains your motivation, interests, and reasons for 

pursuing a specific graduate program. It is an important component of your application, providing insights into your 

personal and academic background, as well as your aspirations and goals. The motivation letter aims to convince the 

admissions committee that you are a suitable candidate for the program based on your qualifications, passion, and 

potential. 

When writing a motivation letter for a graduate school position, you typically include the following components: 

1. Introduction: Start by introducing yourself, stating the program you are applying for, and expressing your 

enthusiasm for the opportunity. 

2. Academic Background: Provide a summary of your academic achievements, including your previous degrees, 

coursework, and any research projects that are relevant to the program. 

3. Research Interests: Discuss your specific research interests and explain why they align with the program you are 

applying to. Highlight any experiences, publications, or presentations related to your research interests. 

4. Professional Experience: Describe any relevant work experience, internships, or projects that have contributed to 

your skills and knowledge in the field. Emphasize how these experiences have shaped your academic and career 

goals. 

5. Skills and Qualifications: Outline your key skills and qualifications that make you a strong candidate for the 

program. This may include technical skills, analytical abilities, critical thinking, communication skills, or any other 

attributes that are valued in the field. 

6. Future Goals: Explain how the graduate program will help you achieve your career goals and aspirations. Discuss 

how the program's curriculum, faculty, resources, and opportunities align with your long-term plans. 

7. Fit with the Program: Demonstrate your understanding of the program's unique features, such as its teaching 

methods, research facilities, or specific courses. Explain why you believe this program is the ideal fit for your 

academic and professional development. 

8. Conclusion: Summarize your main points, reiterate your enthusiasm for the program, and express gratitude for the 

opportunity to apply. End the letter on a positive and confident note. 

 

 

Remember to tailor your motivation letter for each specific program, highlighting aspects that are relevant to that 

particular institution and demonstrating your genuine interest in their offerings. 

By crafting a compelling motivation letter, you can effectively showcase your passion, qualifications, and dedication, 

increasing your chances of being accepted into your desired graduate school program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SAMPLE LETTER OF MOTIVATION FOR A GRADUATE PHYSICS APPLYING TO Dr. Moon’s LAB 

Subject: Application for PhD Position in Dr. Moon's Lab at the University of Ohio 

Dear Dr. Moon, 

I am writing to express my strong interest in the PhD position in your lab at the University of Ohio, as advertised on LinkedIn. 

With great enthusiasm, I submit my application, confident that my academic background, research interests, and skills make 

me an ideal candidate for this esteemed program. 

Introduction: I recently completed my Bachelor of Science degree in Physics at the University of Ikot Ntuen, Nigeria. 

Throughout my undergraduate studies, I was captivated by the fascinating world of Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD). 

The opportunity to join your lab and contribute to cutting-edge research in this field is incredibly exciting to me. 

Background: During my undergraduate studies, I delved deeply into theoretical and experimental aspects of physics, 

solidifying my foundation in fundamental concepts. I undertook coursework in Fluid Mechanics, Numerical Methods, and 

Advanced Mathematics, developing a strong understanding of the underlying principles of CFD. My final year research 

project, titled "Simulation and Analysis of Fluid Flow in Complex Geometries using Computational Fluid Dynamics," allowed 

me to apply CFD techniques to practical engineering problems. This project served as a catalyst for my passion for CFD 

research and its vast potential to solve real-world challenges. 

Experience 

To enhance my practical skills and gain hands-on experience, I completed an internship at ABC Engineering Services, where 

I contributed to the development of a CFD simulation framework for optimizing aerodynamic performance in automotive 

design. This experience sharpened my abilities in using software tools such as ANSYS Fluent and OpenFOAM. Additionally, I 

collaborated with a multidisciplinary team to analyze and interpret simulation results, honing my communication and 

teamwork skills. 
 

Skills 

I possess a strong proficiency in Python for Data Science and advanced Excel, skills that have proven invaluable in 

manipulating and visualizing large datasets generated from CFD simulations. Furthermore, my solid foundation in 

programming languages such as C++ and MATLAB allows me to implement numerical algorithms efficiently. With a keen eye 

for detail and strong analytical capabilities, I am adept at identifying trends, patterns, and anomalies in complex datasets. 

 

Why I am a Good Fit 

The research conducted by you on Computational Fluid Dynamics and its applications aligns perfectly with my research 

interests. In particular, I was impressed by your recent publication titled "Advancements in Turbulence Modeling for CFD 

Simulations in Aerospace Engineering" on Google Scholar. This work demonstrates your expertise in turbulence modeling 

and its implications for aerospace engineering design. I am excited to contribute to ongoing research in this area and extend 

the boundaries of knowledge under your guidance. 
 

The University of Ohio's renowned academic environment, state-of-the-art research facilities, and collaborative atmosphere 

further solidify my belief that this program is an ideal fit for my academic and research aspirations. I am confident that the 

interdisciplinary nature of the program, combining fluid dynamics, data science, and computational methods, will provide 

an enriching and stimulating environment for my intellectual growth. 
 

Conclusion: In conclusion, I am highly motivated to pursue a PhD position in your lab at the University of Ohio. My academic 

background, research interests in Computational Fluid Dynamics, proficiency in Python for Data Science, and experience in 

practical applications have prepared me well for this endeavor. I am eager to contribute to the ongoing research projects in 

your lab, advance the frontiers of knowledge in CFD, and work under your mentorship. 

Thank you for considering my application. I have attached my CV and academic transcripts for your 

 

 

 



 
SAMPLE LETTER OF MOTIVATION FOR A GRADUATE OF POL SCIENCE APPLYING TO Dr. SMITH’s  WORKGROUP 

Subject: Application for PhD Position in Dr. Smith's workgroup at the University of Arizona 

Dear Dr. Smith, 

I am writing to express my strong interest in the PhD position in your lab at the University of Arizona, in response to your 

recent advert for a Graduate Research Assistant (GRA) position on LinkedIn. I am eager to contribute to your research group 

and pursue my academic and research aspirations in the field of Peace Studies and International Diplomacy. I am confident 

that my academic background, research interests, and skills make me an ideal candidate for this esteemed program. 

Introduction: I am a recent graduate of the University of Ikot Ntuen, Nigeria, where I obtained a Bachelor of Science degree 

in Political Science. Throughout my undergraduate studies, I developed a deep passion for understanding the dynamics of 

peacebuilding, conflict resolution, and international diplomacy. The opportunity to join your lab and work alongside 

esteemed scholars in this field is incredibly exciting to me. 

Background: During my time at the University of Ikot Ntuen, I engaged in rigorous coursework that provided me with a solid 

foundation in political science, international relations, and peace studies. My academic pursuits fueled my curiosity in 

exploring the intricacies of diplomatic negotiations, conflict analysis, and peacebuilding strategies. I completed research 

projects on topics such as "The Role of International Organizations in Mediating Ethnic Conflicts" and "The Impact of 

Diplomatic Relations on International Security," which allowed me to delve deeper into the complexities of these areas. 

Experience: While pursuing my undergraduate degree, I actively sought practical experience in the field of peace studies 

and diplomacy. I interned at the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), where I supported initiatives aimed at 

fostering peace and sustainable development in conflict-affected regions. This experience provided me with valuable 

insights into the challenges and opportunities of implementing peacebuilding strategies in diverse contexts. It also enhanced 

my interpersonal and communication skills through collaboration with international teams and engagement with local 

stakeholders. 

Skills: I possess strong skills in statistical analysis, particularly with Excel, which I have successfully employed to analyze 

quantitative data in the context of political science research. I have a solid understanding of statistical methods and their 

application in examining social phenomena. Additionally, I am proficient in qualitative research methods, allowing me to 

conduct in-depth interviews, analyze textual data, and derive meaningful insights. 

Why I am a Good Fit: Your renowned expertise in the field of Peace Studies and International Diplomacy, as evidenced by 

your published research work, particularly your paper titled "Promoting Peace through Multilateral Diplomacy: Case Studies 

in Conflict Resolution" on ResearchGate, has greatly inspired me. This publication showcases your insightful analysis of 

diplomatic approaches to resolving conflicts, and I am eager to contribute to further research in this area under your 

mentorship. 

The University of Arizona's academic environment, renowned faculty, and the interdisciplinary nature of your lab make it 

an ideal setting for pursuing my research interests. I am particularly drawn to the collaborative research projects and the 

emphasis on empirical analysis and policy implications within your lab. The opportunity to work with like-minded peers and 

engage in intellectually stimulating discussions further solidifies my belief that this program aligns perfectly with my 

academic and professional aspirations. 

Conclusion: In conclusion, I am highly motivated to pursue a PhD position in your lab at the University of Arizona. My 

academic background, research interests in Peace Studies and International Diplomacy, proficiency in statistical analysis 

with Excel, and practical experience in the field have prepared me well for this endeavor. I am eager to contribute to ongoing 

research projects in your lab, advance the understanding of peacebuilding strategies, and work under your mentorship. 

Thank you for considering my application. I have attached my CV, academic transcripts, and a writing sample for your review. 

I look forward to the opportunity to discuss my qualifications further. 

Sincerely, 

Moses Udoisoh 



 
SAMPLE LETTER OF MOTIVATION FOR A GRADUATE OF ANIMAL SCIENCE APPLYING TO Dr. ZAIN’s  LAB 

Subject: Application for MS Position in Dr. Zain's Lab at the University of Arizona 

Dear Dr. Zain, 

I am writing to express my strong interest in the MS position in your lab at the University of Arizona, in response to your 

recent advert for a Graduate Research Assistant (GRA) position on LinkedIn. I am excited about the opportunity to contribute 

to your research group and pursue my academic and research aspirations in the field of Animal Nutrition and Biostatistics. I 

am confident that my academic background, research interests, and skills make me an ideal candidate for this esteemed 

program. 

Introduction: I am a recent graduate of the University of Ikot Ntuen, Nigeria, where I obtained a Bachelor of Science degree 

in Animal Science. Throughout my undergraduate studies, I developed a deep fascination with the intricate relationship 

between animal nutrition and overall health. The chance to join your lab and delve deeper into this field while working 

under your guidance is immensely appealing to me. 

Background: During my time at the University of Ikot Ntuen, I pursued a rigorous curriculum in animal science, focusing on 

courses such as Animal Nutrition, Feed Formulation, and Animal Physiology. These courses provided me with a strong 

foundation in understanding the principles of animal nutrition and metabolism. My academic journey also included research 

projects related to optimizing feed formulations for improved livestock production and studying the impact of different 

dietary components on animal health. 

Experience: To complement my theoretical knowledge, I actively sought practical experience in the field of animal nutrition. 

I interned at XYZ Animal Nutrition Services, where I collaborated with a team of experts to formulate balanced diets for 

livestock and conducted feeding trials to assess their impact on growth and overall performance. This experience enhanced 

my understanding of practical applications in animal nutrition and reinforced my passion for conducting research to improve 

animal health and well-being. 

Skills: I possess strong skills in statistical analysis, utilizing both Excel and Python. I am proficient in performing data analysis, 

developing regression models, and interpreting results to draw meaningful conclusions. With experience in both statistical 

software packages, I can effectively analyze large datasets, identify trends, and assess the impact of different nutritional 

factors on animal performance. 

Why I am a Good Fit: Your esteemed expertise in the field of Animal Nutrition, as evidenced by your published research 

work, particularly your paper titled "Impact of Dietary Micronutrients on Livestock Health and Performance" on 

ResearchGate, has greatly inspired me. This publication showcases your insightful analysis of the interplay between 

micronutrients and animal health, and I am eager to contribute to further research in this area under your mentorship. 

The University of Arizona's academic environment, state-of-the-art research facilities, and the interdisciplinary nature of 

your lab make it an ideal setting for pursuing my research interests. I am particularly drawn to the collaborative research 

projects within your lab and the opportunity to work with like-minded peers. The chance to explore advanced techniques in 

animal nutrition and biostatistics while contributing to scientific advancements further solidifies my belief that this program 

aligns perfectly with my academic and professional aspirations. 

Conclusion: In conclusion, I am highly motivated to pursue an MS position in your lab at the University of Arizona. My 

academic background, research interests in Animal Nutrition and Biostatistics, proficiency in statistical analysis with Excel 

and Python, and practical experience in the field have prepared me well for this endeavor. I am eager to contribute to 

ongoing research projects in your lab, advance our understanding of animal nutrition, and work under your mentorship. 

Thank you for considering my application. I have attached my CV, academic transcripts, and a writing sample for your review. 

I look forward to the opportunity to discuss my qualifications further. 

Sincerely, 

[Your Name] 

 



 
SAMPLE LETTER OF MOTIVATION FOR A GRADUATE OF ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE APPLYING TO Dr. ZHAN  LAB 

 

Subject: Application for PhD Position to Work with Dr. Zhan at the University of Arizona 

Dear Dr. Zhan, 

I am writing to express my strong interest in the PhD position in your research group at the University of Arizona, in 

response to your recent advert for a Graduate Research Assistant (GRA) position on LinkedIn. I am eager to 

contribute to your esteemed workgroup and pursue my academic and research aspirations in the field of Financial 

Modeling and Business Intelligence. I am confident that my academic background, research interests, and skills 

make me an ideal candidate for this esteemed program. 

Introduction: I am a recent graduate of the University of Ikot Ntuen, Nigeria, where I obtained a Bachelor of Science 

degree in Finance. Throughout my undergraduate studies, I developed a deep passion for the application of 

financial modeling and intelligence in making informed business decisions. The opportunity to work with you and 

engage in cutting-edge research in this field is incredibly exciting to me. 

Background: During my time at the University of Ikot Ntuen, I pursued a comprehensive curriculum in finance, 

focusing on courses such as Financial Analysis, Investment Management, and Financial Modeling. These courses 

provided me with a strong foundation in understanding the principles of financial markets, risk assessment, and 

financial decision-making. My academic journey also included research projects related to the development and 

evaluation of financial models for forecasting and optimizing investment strategies. 

Experience: To complement my theoretical knowledge, I actively sought practical experience in the field of 

finance. I interned at XYZ Investment Bank, where I worked closely with a team of analysts to conduct financial 

analysis, evaluate investment opportunities, and perform risk assessments. This experience enhanced my 

understanding of practical applications in financial modeling and sharpened my skills in data analysis and 

interpretation. 

Skills: I possess strong skills in statistical analysis, utilizing both Excel and Python. I am proficient in performing data 

analysis, developing financial models, and interpreting results to support decision-making processes. With 

experience in both statistical software packages, I can effectively analyze complex financial data, identify patterns 

and trends, and develop models to support strategic business decisions. 

Why I am a Good Fit: Your esteemed expertise in the field of Financial Modeling and Business Intelligence, as 

evidenced by your published research work, particularly your paper titled "Integrating Machine Learning 

Techniques into Financial Forecasting Models" on ResearchGate, has greatly inspired me. This publication 

showcases your insightful analysis of incorporating advanced techniques into financial modeling and forecasting, 

and I am eager to contribute to further research in this area under your mentorship. 

The University of Arizona's academic environment, renowned faculty, and the interdisciplinary nature of your 

workgroup make it an ideal setting for pursuing my research interests. I am particularly drawn to the collaborative 

research projects within your group and the opportunity to work with like-minded peers. The chance to explore 

advanced techniques in financial modeling, business intelligence, and machine learning while contributing to 

scientific advancements further solidifies my belief that this program aligns perfectly with my academic and 

professional aspirations. 

Conclusion: In conclusion, I am highly motivated to pursue a PhD position in your research group at the University 

of Arizona. My academic background, research interests in Financial Modeling and Business Intelligence, 

proficiency in statistical analysis with Excel and Python, and practical experience in the field have prepared me 

well for this endeavor. I am eager to contribute to ongoing research projects in your group, advance our 

understanding of financial decision-making, and work under your mentorship. 

Thank you for considering my application. I have attached my CV, academic transcripts, and a writing sample for 

your review. I look forward to the opportunity to discuss my qualifications further. 

Sincerely, 

[Your Name] 

 


