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Chapter-11
Ethnic Groups in Bangladesh
)



Short Questions and Answers:
Short questions and answers
1- Where do the Mro ethnic people live ?
Ans. Mro ethnic people live in  the upazilas of Ruma, Thanchi, Lama and Alikadam of Bandarban District. Mros can be seen in the chimbook Hill, situated near the bandarban City.
2- How many nationalities are there in the hilly regions?
Ans. In the hilly regions are 11 nationalities.
3- Which minor races are there in greater Sylhet? 
Ans. In greater Sylhet, there are Khasi, Patro and Monipuri population.
4- Where do garo people live?
Ans. Garo  people live in the district of Greater Mymensingh, tangail and Netrakona and some places of Haluwaghat and surroundings.
5- How do Garo people like to identify themselves?
Ans. The garo people like to identify themselves as 'chikmandi' or hilly people.
6- What were Garo's houses called?
Ans. The houses of Garo people are Nokmandi.
7- Who is the head of the Garo's family?
Ans. The mother is the head of the family and the daughters inherit the ancestral property.
8- In which language does garo people speak?
Ans. The Garos speak in 'obeng' language.
9- What is the traditional religion of the garo?
Ans. The name of the traditional religion of the garo is 'Sangsarek.  
10- Wangala is a symbol of what?
Ans. Wangala is a simple of sun and is celebrated in the owner of God 'Sazlong', symbol of fertile fertile soil.
11- Who does inherit most of the prosperity of Khasi's family?
Ans. Traditionally the youngest daughter inherits the most of the property of the family.
12- How do Khasi people entertained their guests?
Ans. The entertain the guests with betel, bethel leaves and tea.
13- What do Khasi people do their occasions?
Ans. In all types of occasions like: puja Festival, wedding, drought, Heavy Rainfall, destruction of crops, funeral. they arrange festivals of dance and song.
14- What do Mro call their house?
Ans. The Mros call their house as 'Kim'
15- What is the most delicious food of Mros?
Ans. The name of the most delicious food they eat is called 'Nappi'.
16- Where do tripura people live?
Ans. Tripura people live in the district of Rangamati, Khagrachori and Bandarban of Banglades.
17- How to Tripura people live?
Ans. Tripura people live in a collective group.
18- How many dafas are there in Tripura's Society?
Ans. There are total 36 dafas.
19- What is the main Festival of Oraon?
Ans. The main food of Oraon is rice.
20- Where do Khasi live?
Ans. Khasi people live in Sylhet, Moulavibazar, Srimangal and Habiganj district.
21- Which ethnic minors are matriarchal?
Ans. Garo and Khasi are matriachal ethnic minors.
22- Which ethentic minors are matriarchal?
Ans. Garo and Khasi are matriarchal ethnic minors
23- Who is the chief God of Khasi?
Ans. 'Ublei Nangthau' is the chief God of Khasi.
24- What is the name of Khasi's language? 
Ans. The name of khasi's language is 'Mon kheme'
25- What is 'Boishu'?
Ans. Boishu is the Tripura people's Festival which is celebrated on the last two days of the year and the first day of  New Year in the Bengali year.
26- Who are sometimes called Morang?
Ans. The Mros are sometimes called Murang ranked by the Bengali people.
27- Where do Garo people live?
Ans. majority of the people of Garo tribe live in the district of Mymensingh and Tangail.

Competency Based and Structured Questions:
Competency-based questions and answers
1- Recently you have visites the ethnic group of people of Bangladesh. Now write about the language, religion and  food of three of our ethnic groups.
Ans. The Garo People speaks in their native language which is a 'Achik'. Most  the Garo people are now Christians. They eat meat, fish, rice and different type of vegetables. Their specialty is cooking with the steam of soft bamboo.
The Mro language schools 'Mru'. most Mro are Buddhist. In the past, their traditional religion was 'Torai' with asect called 'karma'. The Brew eat rice, dried fish and metal. Their speciality is a kind of fish pasta called  'Nappi'.
There are two different groups of Oraon, who speak languages called kurukh and sadri. the main food of Oraon is rice. Their main god is called Dharmes, who is believed to be the creator of this univers.

2- Abul lives in Morhupur  of Tangail. One minor race is also living in that part of Bangladesh. The men cannot marry the woman of the same community in that group which religion above mentioned indigenous? Write five sentences.
Ans. Garo minor race is mentioned in the above stem. The name of the Garo  religion is 'Sangsarek. They would she different gods and goddesses. the name of their main God is Tatara Rabuga. They believe that the world was created by the order of this God. Besides, the Garo people worship gods and goddesses like Saljong or Sun, sosum or moon, goera or thunder, menn or soil... etc. 

3- Raihan went to Srimangol with his classmates. there he saw the culture lifestyle of Khasi. Write three sentences comparing the Garo and the Khasi. 
Ans. The khasi have matriarchal society. Their caln, tribe and lingeage are grown following the matriarchal ancestors. Traditionally the youngest daughter inherits most of the property of the family. They maintain a very plain and simple life that causes usually maintaine their livehood on farming. 
Three sentences comparing the guru and the khasi are as follows: 
The native language of Guru is 'Achick' where the native language of khasi is 'Monkheme'.
The present religion of Garo is Christian whereas the khasi worships several Gods. 
Garo woman traditionally wear dokband band whereas the khasi women wear kazim pin.

4- Rafiq is watching ethnic culture dance program on TV. He is enjoying the dance of 'Murang'. Who are Murang and how is their lifestyle?
Ans. The Mros call themselves 'Mro' or 'Marusa', but the Bengali people sometimes call them 'Murang'. They live in the upazilas of Ruma, Thanchi, Lama and Alikadam of Bandarban district. 
Social system: there are many groups of tribes in Mro Society. the head of the family is the father. They have village-based social organization. the Mros called their house as 'Kim'. Usually they build their houses with bamboo wall with straw roof along with bamboo platform.
Clothing: The cloth that all girls irrespective of the age, wear around their waist is called 'wanglai'. The men wear short white cloths.
Food habit: The main foods of Mros are: rice dry fish and various types of meat. The name of the most delicious food they eat is called 'Nappi'. 
Religion: Mros are generally Buddhists. Some of them are the forwards of Christian religion the name of their traditional religion is 'Torai'.

5- Few days ago Monir  visited Mymensingh. He noticed Garo's culture and tradition. Describe the houses of the garo in five sentences.
Ans. The Garo live in both hilly areas and plain land. In the part they used to build their house at the bottom of the hills or near the river banks. There houses were usually large and two fold long shaped. These houses were called Normandy. Now they make normal houses corrugated iron sheets or traditional houses that built in plain lands of Bangladesh.

6. Kaushal is from Mro ethnic group. Write the sentences to compare the Mro with the Garo and the Khasi.
Ans. Three sentences comparing the Mro, the Garo, the Khasi are given below:
1.  Religion: Religion of Mro Buddhist, Religion of Garo is Christian and the Khasi people worship several gods.
2.  Language: Language of Mro is Mru, Language of Garo is Achik and the language of khasi is  Mon kheme.
3.  Clothing: The Mro women wear wamgali, the Garo women wear dokbad and the Khasi women wear kazim pin.

7. Rima went to Srimangal with her classmates. There she saw the cultural life style of Khasi. Their main food is rice and meat. They like to dance and sing. Describe the Festival and Social system of Khasi. (Resedential Model School, Dhaka)
Ans. Rima went to Srimangal with her class mates. There she saw the cultural life style of Khasi. The Festival and Social system of Khasi are in the following
Festivals: The khasi like to dance and sing in every festivals. They celebrate their puja, weddings, festivals, drought and flood.
Social System: The social system of the Khasi is matriarchal. They are an agricultural society. They speak Mon Kheme Language. The main foods of the Khasi are rice meat, dried fish, honey. They welcome their guests with betel leaves nut and tea.

8. Imagine you have a friend who is Tripura. Their family is talking of leaving Bangladesh to join the Tripura society in India. How would you persuade them to stay in Bangladesh? Write five sentences.
Ans. I will try my best to convince my friendy to keep staying in Bangladesh by showing the positive sides of living here. I will say that in Bangladesh, there is no collision among communal groups. Everybody respect one another. Bangladesh government has taken many steps to develop the condition of indigenous people. Thus, I hope he will understand my words.

9. Imagine you have some friends who are from different ethnic group. Write five examples of their closing
Ans. Five examples of ethnic clothing.
	Ethnic Group
	Woman
	Man

	Garo
	Dokbanda, Dokshari
	Shirt, lungi, dhuti

	Khasi
	Kazim Pin (Blouse)
	Fungo Marung (shirt and lungi)

	Mro
	Wanglai
	Lengti (strip of cloth)

	Tripura
	Rinai, Risa
	Dhoti, towels, lungi and shirts

	Oraon
	Saree and blouse
	Dhoti, lungi, trousers and shirts



10. Different ethnic groups have different festivals. Write five examples of ethnic festivals.
Ans. Five examples of ethnic festivals:
Garo: Their traditional festival is Wangala.
Khasi: Puja, weddings, festivals in South and flood.
Mro: The Mro celebrate birthdays, weddings and deaths.
Tripura: New year celebration called Boishu.
Oraon: 'Fangua' which is celebrated on the last day of Falgun.


11. There are many ethnic groups in different parts of Bangladesh. Write five examples of ethnic food
Ans. Five examples of ethnic food:
Garo: meat fish rice and different types of vegetables.
Khasi: Rrice, meat, dried fish and  honey.
Mro: Rice, dried fish and meat. their specialty is a kind of fish paste called 'Nappi'.
Tripura: meat fish rice and different types of vegetables.
Oraon: rise, maize, wheat, fish, meat and variety of vegetables.

12. How can we show respect towards ethnic people? Give 5 ways.   (Saint Joseph Higher Secondary School)
Ans. We can show respect to the ethnic people by giving proper respect towards their cultures. We should preserve their language or different customs. We should remove disparity towards them from the state. We should preserve the environment in their area. We should give them prior opportunities to them regarding education, health and other fundamental needs of life.

13. Suppose you have a friend of an ethnic group. He/She came to visit your house. How will you behave with them l? Write five sentences. (Islamabad Collegiate School, Khulna)
Ans. I have a friend who is Tripura. He came to visit my house and my family received him with great welcome. I introduced him to our food habit and clothing. My mother served him some foods. He was also more interested in those.

Structured Questions and Answers:
14. Which religion do the Garo people follow?
Ans. The name of the Garo religion is "Sangsarek". They worship different gods and goddesses. The name of the main god is Tatara Rabuga. They believe that the world was created by the order of this god. Besides the Garo people worship God and goddesses like saljong or sun, sosum or moon, goera or thunder, menn or soil etc. They observe the religious rituals by dancing, singing and slaughtering animals. The Garo people have now changed their previous religious belief. Most of them have accepted Christianity.

15. Write briefly about the social system of Garo.
Ans. Garo society is matriarchal. This means the mother is the head of the family and the daughters inherit the ancestral property. On the other hand, the father looks after the family. After marriage he stays at the wives' house with the in law's and do the Family affairs. Although the matrilineal customs is prevailing but just like the Bengali Society, their cultural attitude and practices are changing.

16. Write about the Society of Khasi.
Ans. The Khasi is one of the main tribes of Bangladesh. The people of the Khasi tribe live in different localities of Sylhet, Moulavibazar and Habiganj districts of Bangladesh.
Social System: The Khasis have matriarchal society. Their clan, tribe and lineage are grown following the matriarchal ancestor. Traditionally the youngest daughter inherits most of that property of the family. They maintain a very plain and simple life. The Khasis usually maintain their livelihood on farming. But a sect of population, called 'Nar' or 'Tnar', who subsist by cultivating betel leaves. Apricultue is also important part of their livelihood.

17. Describe the festivals of Tripuara.
Ans. The festivals of Tripuara: Tripuara people live in districts of Rangamti, Khagrachori and Bandarban of Bangladesh. But most of them live in the district of Khagrachori. Tripura people live in a collective group. Tripura people follow many ritualistic occasions in the eve of bearth, death, wedding and other programs. They celebrate 'Boishu' on the last two days of the year and the first day of New Year in the Bangali year.In this occasions, they visit villages, and the young girls wear flowers on their ears, display nicklaces, made of money, use beads necklace and 'Kuchibala' in hand and get involved in joyful festivals. The most attractive part of 'Boichu'.
Festival is the 'ghoroya nritya'. The children of Tripura love to play with that type of seed called 'khila' (gila) or 'sukui'.  They call it 'sukui thunmung'. They also play ha-du-du and dariyabanda.

18. What do you know about the religious beliefs of Tripura?
Ans. Tripura people live in the districts of Rangamti, Khagrachori and Bandarban of Bangladesh. But most of them live in the district of Khagrachori.
Religion: The Tripura people of Chittagong hill tracts are the followers of orthodox religion. They observe the druga puja of Hindu religion. They also adore some of their own gods and goddesses. For example, they worship 'ker' for the betterment of all village people. 

19. Why should we be respectful towards all the ethnic group of people?
Ans. There are different types of indigenous people in the world. Besides, in different parts of the world there are some tribes of people with special characteristics. The are such ethnic people in Bangladesh also. These groups of people are called ethnic groups. From ancient times these ethnic people have been living in the land inherited from their forefathers. The are conscious to protect their social culture and heritage. They have their own language and some special characteristics which are different from those of other groups of people. There are some such ethnic groups of people in Bangladesh, for example, Chakma, Marma, Saontal, Garo, Khashia, Monipuri, Murong etc. We all should be respectful towards all these ethnic group of people to establish peaceful Bangladesh.














Fill in the Gaps:

Extra for Practice: Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word/words
	· Saontals live in the north and --- regions of Bangladesh .
· Garo people live in the districts of greater --- Tangail and Netrakona.
· Garo society is ---.
· There are different kinds of --- in the world.
· Most of the --- minor race people live in Mymensingh and Tangail districts.
· Those who live in hills are called ---.
· The Khasis worship different ---.
· The language of the Khasis is ---.
· The Garo take their --- identity from their ---.
· Khasis worship different ---.
· The name of the Garo religion is ---.
· The Mros are the --- largest tribe of hilly region.
· The traditional religion of Mros is ---.
· The name of the main festival of Garo is ---.
· --- are the 4th largest tribe of hill region.
	· The head of the Mro family is ---.
· Tripura people call their group as ---.
· The Tripura people of Chittagong Hill Track are the followers of --- religion.
· The most attractive part of boishu fest is the ---.
· Name of the chief god of Khasi is ---.
· The main festival of Oraon is “fagua” which is celebrated on the last day of ---.

Ans.  
1.  North-west;  2.  Mymensingh;  3. matriarchal;  4.  nations;  5.  Garo;  6.  Achikmandi;  7.  gods;  8.  Mon Kheme;  9.  Family lineage, mother;  10.  gods;  11.  Sangsarek;  12.  4th;  13.  Torai,  14.  Wangala;  15.  The Mros;  16.  father;  17.  data;  18.  orthodox;  19.  Ghoroya nritya;  20.  Ublei;  21.  Falgun











One Word Questions
Matching’s/ Fill in the Gaps 


1. Rana Burman celebrates ‘Boishu’ festival. He is a 
 Ans. Tripura 

2. Champa Barua’s traditional food cooked with bamboo shoot. Which ethnic group 
Champa belongs to? 
  Ans. Garo 

3. Jharna’s family celebrates a festival during October or November. it is dedicated to the sun and their god Sazlong. What is the name of this festival? — 
  Ans. Wangala 

4. An ethnic group’s main God is Ublei Nangthau. Which ethnic group is it? 
  Ans. Khasi  

5. Rashid going to Srimangal with his parents came to know about ‘Kazjim Pin’, blouse and Lungi. Who wear these dresses? 
  Ans. Khasi women 

6. Soumya is a part of ethnic group of Bangladesh and his religion’s name is “Torai”. Which ethnic group Soumya belongs? 
  Ans. Mro

7. One of the friends of  Nahin is a member of an ethnic group. ‘the name of their language is Kokborok and Umoy. Nahin’s friend is- 
  Ans. Tripura  

8. Like Tania her Niro friend’s main food is rice. But they have another special food. 
What is it? 
 Ans. Nappy  

9. Their main god is Dharmes, main festival is ‘fangua’. Which ethnic group is indicated 
here? 
  Ans. Oraon 

10. Ratul belongs to an ethnic group of Bangladesh. Their village council is headed by a Mahato. Which ethnic group Ratul belongs? 
  Ans. Oraon 
11. How many groups of Oraon are there in Bangladesh? 
 Ans. Two  

12. Which minor race is known as Achikmandi ?
 Ans.  Garo

13. What is called the house of Garo? 
 Ans.  Nokmandi 

14. Which religion do the Mro people follow? 
  Ans. Buddho  

15. What was the original religion of the Garo?
  Ans. Sangshrek
  
 16. Where do the Khasi mainly live in? 
  Ans. Sylhet
 
17. Which indigenous group lives in Mymensingh, Netrokona, Tangail and Jamalpur? 
 Ans.  Garo 

18. What is the name of the religion of Garos? 
 Ans.  Sangshrek  

19. What is the name of language of Khasi? 
  Ans. Mon Kheme 

20. Who is the chief god of  Khasis 
 Ans.  Ublei Nangthau

21. What are the Garos called? 
 Ans. Achikmandi

22. What kind of dress the Khasi women wear ? 
 Ans. Lungi    and  blouse 

23. Sazlong is the symbol of- 
 Ans.  Fertile soil  

24. Who consider their father as god and adore him? 
 Ans. The Khasi

25. Oraon people are dependent on- 
 Ans.  farming  
26. Which is the biggest festival of Tripura? 
 Ans.  Boishu 

27. How many ethnic groups live in Hill Tract Districts of Bangladesh? 
 Ans. 11

28. Which of the following ethnic people do not live in hilly areas? 
 Ans.  Rakhain 

29. Which one of the following is not an ethnic group of Bangladesh? 
 Ans.  Tutsi 

30. Which of the following ethnic groups live in the Hill Tracts? 
(a) Garo (b) Khasi  (c) Oraon
 Ans.  All the above 

31. The Khasis and Manipuris live in- 
 Ans.  Sylhet 

32. Which of the following ethnic group lives in plain land? 
  Ans. Malo , 

33. Where do the Koch live in? 
 Ans.  North and north-east region 

34. Who are the Achikmandis ?
 Ans.  The Garos

35. Which ethnic group ranks fourth in respect to majority living in the Hill Tracts? 
 Ans.  Mros 

36. Where do most of the Tripuras live? 
 Ans.  Khagrachari 

37. What is Kurukh? 
 Ans.  Language of the Oraons 

38. Who are the ‘Marusas’? 
  Ans. The Mros 

39. Which of the following ethnic group has patriarchal social system? 
 Ans.  The Mros  

40. Which of the following ethnic group has a mixture of patriarchal and matriarchal social system? 
 Ans.  The Tripuras 
41. A few people of an ethnic group are engaged in apiculture. Who are they? 
 Ans.  The Khasis  

42. Betel leaf is a sacred thing to —. 
  Ans. The Khasis 

43. Kim is a—. 
 Ans.  Mro word 

44. Who is the head of an Oraon village? 
 Ans. Mahato 

45” Bur sub-sect ‘ Katrio’ belongs to—. 
 Ans.  The Oraons 

46. What religion do the Garos belong to at present? 
 Ans.  Christianity

47. Ublei Nangthau is ___ 
 Ans.  the Khasis creator 

48. Torai is the native religion of the- 
  Ans. Mros  

49. What is ‘Krama’? 
 Ans.  A religious concept 

50. Who belong to Krama? 
 Ans.  The Mros 

51. Which religion do the Tripuras follow? 
 Ans.  Orthodox 

52. Other than the Hindus, who observe Durga Puja? 
  Ans. The Tripuras  

53. ‘Ker’ is a form of worship performed for the wellbeing of  ……
 Ans.  all the villagers 

54. ‘Ker’ is performed by 
 Ans.  The Tripuras  

55. Who is Dhoromi? 
 Ans.  The creator  

56. What is ‘Dokbanda’? 
  Ans. Traditional dress of the Garo women 
57. Fungo Marung is the attire of the —. 
 Ans.  Khasi boys 

58. Wanglai is the attire of the---. 
 Ans.  Mro women 

59. Rinai and Risa are worn by -. 
  Ans. Tripura women  

60. Where do Garo, Hazang and Koch live? 
 Mymensingh  

61. Where do Khasia, Patro and Monipur live? 
 Sylhet

62. Which group’s had ‘Nokmandi’ house? 
 Ans.  Garo 

63. Which minor group is matriarchal? 
 Ans.  Garo  & Khasi 

64. Who is the ‘Ublei Nangthau’? 
 Ans.  Khasi’s chief god

65. ‘Obeng’ is the language of 
 Ans.  Garos 

66. Who are known as ‘Murang’? 
 Ans.  Mro 

67. Where does ‘Tripura’ people live? 
(a) Rangamati (b) Khagrachari (c) Bandarban 
 Ans.  All of these 

68. The people live in Dinajpur Rangpur and Rajshahi. 
 Ans.  Oraon 
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69. From Oraon’s belief, —is the creator of the world. 
 Ans.  Dharmi


