Class-Six
Chapter-12 (Bangladesh and Regional Co-operation) 
* Lesson-1 & 2: Importance of Regional Cooperation and Its Areas
1. The United Nations was formed with a view to establishing world peace.
2. Almost all countries of the world are members of the United Nations.
3. Bangladesh achieved the membership of the United Nations in 1974.
4. SAARC, ASEAN and EU are organisations of regional cooperation.
5. In the modern world, countries are dependent on one another.
** Lesson- 3 and 4: Remarkable Organizations for Regional Cooperation
1. South Asian countries together have formed SAARC.
2. ASEAN is the organisation of South East Asian nations.
3. European Union has its own currency.
4. The name of the currency of EU is Euro.
5. The Organisation of Islamic Co-operation (OIC) is the organisation of the Muslim countries. 
Practice Part: Creative Essay Type Questions
Ques- 1: Rahat’s Nepalese friend, Gomez, is a student of Dhaka University. As a member of a cultural delegation of the Government of Bangladesh , Rahat sang songs at the Art at Academy of Nepal. Rahat went on a visit to the house of Gomez while staying in Nepal.
a. What is the full form of ASEAN?
b. What is meant by bilateral agreement? Explain.
c. What type of function of SAARC is portrayed through Rahat’s performance is Nepal? Expalin.
d. Besides that, SAARC works for development in South Asia. Explain.
Answer to the question no. 1
a. The full form of ASEAN is Association of South-East Asian Nations. In Bengali it is said the organisation of the south-east Asian nations.
b. An agreement developed between two countries to mutually cooperate with each other is called a bilateral agreement. In the field of cooperation, the most effective is the bilateral agreement. This kind of agreement is mostly noticed at present.
c. Cultural programmes like singing songs is included as an activity of the cultural development work of SAARC. The main target of SAARC is economic cooperation. Its working field has been extended to all sectors including social, educational, cultural, communicative and technological development. SAARC fulfills these targets through the development of its member countries. So, Rahat’s performance in Nepal relates to the work of cultural development of SAARC.
d. Besides the mentioned cultural activities, SAARC performs various kinds of development activities.
The main target of SAARC is economic cooperation. The principal goal of SAARC is to increase economic solvency among the member counties through establishing an open market economy. At present, the working field of SAARC has been extended to all sectors including social, educational. The main objective of this organisation is to sovle different regional problems and support the development of member countries through mutual cooperation.
Ques- 2: 

This is the symbol of SAARC. It was 
established by the initiative of Bangladesh.
a. What is the name of the last member country of SAARC?
b. ASEAN is an organisation for regional cooperation- Explain.
c. What role can Bangladesh play to develop the relations between the two member countries India and Pakistan?- Explain.
d. Evaluate the role of the organisation to established peace in South Asia.
Answer to the question no. 2
a. The last member country of SAARC is Afghanistan.
b. South east Asian nations have together formed ASEAN. Its full form is Association of South East Asian Nations. The members of this organisation are Indonesia, Malaysia, Laos, Myanmar and Singapore.
c. Bangladesh is the founding and a significant member country of SAARC, a pivotal role to establish good relations among the member countries.
India and Pakistan are two big and powerful member countries of SAARC. They have been arch rivals since long. Bangladesh has played its role to develop good relations between India and Pakistan. When any tense situation develops between the two neighbours, Bangladesh works as a mediator to normalise the situation.  If the situation deteriorates, Bangladesh can arrange direct apply diplomatic techniques to bring back the situation to normalcy. It can also approach the international organisations and try to settle down the unresolved issues existing between the two countries through those organisations.
Kashmir is the main area of contention between India and Pakistan since they came into being as two independent states in 1947. Bangladesh can play a significant role here by drawing the attention of the United Nations.
d. Though the very objective of establishing SAARC was to develop economic cooperation among the member countries, its working area has extended to social, educational, cultural, communicative and technological fields. All these together promise to establish peace and order in the South Asian region.
The aspects of terrorism and extremism have recently spread to this region. Under these circumstances, SAARC should play a greater role as terrorism and extremism are posing serious threat in maintaing peace in the region. These are not the problems of a particular nation, rather they are regional or global issues. So, combined efforts are necessary to combat these issues. SAARC is a regional organisation of eight member countries. It has scope to play a greater role in these critical issues by arranging regular meetings with member countries and holding summits at regular intervals.
Ques- 3: Mr Tariqul is a top official a regional development organisation. While addressing one of the annual programmes of the organisation, he said “Just like human beings can’t stay alone, a country can’t function well without the help of its neighbouring country depends largely on the regional assistance.
a. What is the full form of ASEAN?
b. What is regional cooperation?
c. Describe the importance of regional cooperation based on the statment of Tariqul.
d. The development of a country depends largely on the assistance mentioned in the stem. Explain this.
Answer to the question no. 3
a. The full form of ASEAN is Association of South- East Asian Nations.
b. Regional cooperation means the mutual cooperation among the neighbouring countries in a region in the economic, social trade, etc. contexts.
In the modern world the nations are dependent on each other. Because each nation has its own form of problems and needs. No state can solve all its problems and needs on its own. And that is why regional cooperation is necessary. Therefore various organisations for regional cooperation have been formed in the world. Such as- SAARC, ASEAn, EU, etc. Mutual cooperation between the member states of these organisations is regional cooperation.
c. According to Tariqul Islam’s opinion, the importance or regional cooperation vast.
In the modern world the nations are dependent on each other. Because each nation has its own form of problems and needs. No state can solve all its problems and needs on its own. In this case if the neighbouring states help each other, many problems can be solved easily. Therefore countries in a particular region help each other. Various organisations for regional cooperation are developed. Through the mutual initiatives of the member states, these organisations work to resolve problems in the economic, political and trade contexts in the different regions. Therefore this ensures benefits for all the sides.
In this statement, Tariqul Islam said that a nation cannot progress properly without the help of its neighbouring countries in the same way that a person cannot live in the society alone. Therefore the progress of a country depends much on the regional cooperation it receives. The importance of regional cooperation is thus reflected in Tariqul Islam’s statement.
d. Tariqul Islam’s statement that the progress of a country depends on the regional cooperation in many ways is significant.
In the modern world no state can solve all its problems and needs on its own. The idea of regional cooperation came because of the need for mutual assistance among the countries. Therefore various organisations for regional cooperation are developed. Such as- SAARC, ASEAN, EU, etc. Through the mutual initiatives of the member states, these organisation work in different contexts in the different regions.
Regional cooperation has implications in various contexts. The scope for it is expanding more and more over time. However, at present the important contexts of its implication are industries and trade, security, power, technology, agriculture, tourism, sports, preventing drugs and smuggling, transport and communication, human resource development and exchange, culture, health and medical facilities, climate and environmental development, etc. In regional cooperation, the neighbouring nations help each other in the mentioned contexts. As a result all the nations get benefitted by regional cooperation.
Based on the discussion it can be said that many problems can be solved through mutual cooperation between neighbouring nations which is important to achieve development. Therefore it can be said that the progress of a nation largely depends on the regional cooperation it receives.
Ques- 4: there was a time when people used to say that the ovens of Russia did not burn without the flour of American wheat, the wheels of American cars did not move without the oil of Arabs. School teacher Mr. Anwar believes in these. He thinks that it is not possible to exist if one state does not cooperate mutually with another. On a similar note, many states of a particular region have formed various cooperative organisation together.
a. What is the name of the currency of EU?
b. Cooperation for better life.- Explain.
c. Find the relation between the stem and regional cooperation.
d. Do you think that SAARC is a kind of mutually cooperative organisation? Give reasons to support your answer.
Answer to the question no. 4
a. The name of the currency of EU (European Union) is Euro.
b. There is no alternative to cooperation for a better life. At present each state is dependent on other. So, every state imports and exports commodity to and from other countries.
c. The inter-dependency among the states for trade and commerce has been reflected in the stem. A country may have a surplus of food but is poor in  technological aspect. So, this country will buy technology in exchange of food. Again, one country may have rice but not onion. So, these things could be exchanged mutually with each other. The countries of a particular region form many organisations or institutions for mutual cooperation so that they can exist in the world market.
d. Yes, I think SAARC is an organisation for regional cooperation. The South Asian nations together have formed this organisation. Though the main target of this organisation is economic cooperation, its working field has been extended to all sectors including social, educational, cultural, communicative and technological development. Apart from Bangladesh, other member countries of SAARC are India, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Bhutan and Afghanistan. So, it can be said that the countries of the same region have formed and organisation for regional cooperation. Similarly SAARC has also merged as a regional organisation for cooperation.
Ques- 5: Mobarak Hossain, MP of Dhaka- 10 constituency, has formed a small organisation by combining eight wards of his thana. Though the main target of the organisation is economic cooperation, its working field has been extended to all sectors including social, educational, cultural, communicative and technological development.
a. What is the full form of OIC?
b. Write down two objectives of SAARC.
c. Which regional cooperation has been reflected in the stem? Explain.
d. Analyse the role of the organisation with respect to regional cooperation.
Answer to the question no. 5
a. The full form of OIC is Organization of Islamic Co-operation.
b. The two objectives of SAARC are-
i. Developing the lifestyle of the people of member countries.
ii. Introducing welfare – oriented economic systme.
c. Give an introduction of SAARC.
d. Analyse the activities of SAARC in the field of regional cooperation.
Knowledge- based questions with answers
Ques- 1: Which organisation has been established to maintain peace in the world?
Ans: United Nations.
Ques- 2: What kind of organisation are SAARC, ASEAN and EU?
Ans: They are organisations of regional cooperation.
Ques- 3: What is the name of the organisation that consists of the countries of South Asia?
Ans: The name of the organisation consisting of the countries of South Asia is SAARC.
Ques- 4: Which country has been added to SAARC at present as an observer?
Ans: Myanmar has been added to SAARC as an observer at present.
Ques- 5: Where is the headquarters of SAARC situated?
Ans: The headquarters of SAARC is situated in Kathmandu, the capital of Nepal.
Ques- 6: What is ASEAN?
Ans: ASEAN is the organisation of the countries of South-east Asia nations.
Ques- 7: What is the name of  the organisation formed by the countries of South-east Asia?
Ans: ASEAN is the organisation that was formed by the countries of South-east Asia.
Ques- 8: What is the organisation of Arab countries called?
Ans: The organisation of Arab countries is Arab league.
Ques- 9: What is the form of OAU?
Ans: The full form of OAU is Organization of African Unity.
Ques- 10: What is the name of the currency of the European Union?
Ans: The name of the currency of the European Union is Euro.
Comprehension-based questions with answers
Ques-1: What kind of work does the group 'G-7' do?
Ans: The main objective of the G-7 group is extending cooperation among the member countries. It also considers extending help and support to the developing nations. Besides, G-7 also considers and discusses important global issues like change of environment and climate. Its efforts continue to make the world free of poverty, hunger, illiteracy and poor healthy.
Ques- 2: Why were the organisations of regional cooperation formed?
Ans: No state is self- sufficient or can run alone or satisfy all its needs by itself in today’s world. One country is more or less dependent on another with respect to trade and commerce, military and geographical matters. Different regional organisations have been established so that different countries can meet each others, needs through mutual cooperation and discussion.

