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CHANGE OF TENSE 



Direct Narration Indirect Narration 

Present indefinite Past indefinite  

Present continuous  Past continuous  

Present perfect  Past perfect  

Present perfect continuous  Past perfect continuous  

Past indefinite  Past perfect 

Past continuous  Past perfect continuous  

Past perfect  Past perfect (no change)  

Past perfect continuous  Past perfect continuous (no chage) 

Shall Should 

Will Would 

Can Could 

May Might 

Must Had to 

Shall be Should be 

CHANGE OF MODALS 



1. Person 2. Verb 

3. 

uPerson 

 1st person( I, We ) ---------- Subject 

 2nd person ( You ) ---------- Object 

 3rd person 

uVerb Verb 

Indirect Narration Past

This That Today That day 

These Those Hence Thence 

Here There Hither Thither 

  
Will be Would be 

Should have  Should have 

Could have  Could have 

May have  Might have 

Need  Needed  

Dare  Dared  

Must have + noun Must have + noun 

Person Subjective Objective Possessive Reflexive 

 

First Person 

I 

We 

Me 

Us 

My 

Our 

Myself 

Ourselves 

Second 

Person 

You You Your Yourself 

 

Third Person 

He 

She 

They 

Him 

Her 

Them 

His 

Her 

Their 

Himself 

Herself 

Themselves 

Person রু  

 

Narration Narration  



Come Go Next week The following week 

Ago Before Last month The previous  month 

Thus So Last night The previous night 

Now Then Yesterday The previous   day 

Tonight That night Tomorrow The next day/ The following 

day 

Note: 01 

  Sentence Indirect 

Narration Sentence  Assertive  (Subject+ Verb + Object+ Ext ) 

Sentence Change Into Indirect Narration 
 

 
 

ASSERTIVE SENTENCE  Sasid to told 

that Sub+ verb + obj+ext 

StructureSub + Said to told + that Sub+ verb + obj+ext. 

As, Rahim said to Karim," I am ill today” 

Rahim told Karim that he was ill that day. 

Sub (Rahin) said to told obj 

that subject (I1) Rahim he1 Verb am 

was + object today that day 

N.B: ( Assertive sentence  universal truth Sentence 

Said to told 

 
1. He said, “ I am a student.” 

2. He said, “ I shall go home.” 

3.The teacher said to the students, “ You were making a noise in the class.” 

ASSERTIVE SENTENCE 

For Practice : Assartive Sentence 

 



4. He said to me, “ I did the work yesterday.” 

5.The boy said, “ I can swim.” 

6. He said, “ That’s a good idea.” 

7.Kalam said, “ I did not go because I was ill.” 

8. He said, “ The train reached at nine.” 

9. Sakil said to me, “ I am drawing a picture for you.” 

10. Sapna said, “ I saw Munia near our college.” 

11.The teacher said to Pamela, “You must listen to what your parents say.” 

12. The girl said, “Sir, I know the answer of this question.” 

13.The teacher said, “ The moon shines at night.” 

14.Nabbir said to me, “You are not sincere and therefore I do not trust you.” 

15.I said to him, “ I am sick and cannot attend the meeting.” 

16.  Rony said to him, “ I Shall go to Chittagong tomorrow.” 

17. He said to me, “You study sincerely and may stand first in the examination.” 

18.  He said to you, “ I live here in ChittagonÕg.” 

19. Robin said, “Man must submit to destiny.” 

20. The teacher said, “All men are equal in the eye of law.” 

 
 

 
Rule: 1 Ax Verb রু Said to asked if / whether subject 

+ verd + obj + ext. 

 Structure : Subject + said  to asked + obj ( + if/ whether 

subject + verb + object + ext. 

As, He said to Rahim," Will you help me?’’ 

He asked Rahim if he would help him. 

Rule:2 W/h word রু  Said To asked  W/H word 

subject + Verb + object + Ext. 

Structure: Subject + Said to asked + Object + W/H word + Subject + Verb + Object +Ext . 
 

As, He said to me, “Where are you going?” 

He asked me where I was going. 
 

 

1.      The man said to me, “Who are you?” 

2.      I said to him, “Will you go to college today?” 

3.      Heron said to me, “Do you know me?” 

INTERROGATIVE SENTENCE 

 

PRACTICE INTERROGATIVE SENTENCE 

 



4.      Mother said to me, “Can you draw a picture of a tree?” 

5.      The teacher said to me, “Have you learnt your lesson today?’ 

6.      They said to us, “When will you return home?” 

7.      He said to me. “When will the next letter come?” 

8.      I said to the Headmaster, “Sir, will you grant me a full free studentship?” 

9.      The old man said to his sons, “Why do you quarrel always?” 

10.  I said to her, “ Will you go to the college tomorrow?” 

11.  Rubel said to his mother, “ What did you see when you were in the states?” 

12.  Father said to his son, “ Are you interested in Mathematics?” 

13.  The man said to the stranger, “ What is your name and why did you come here?” 

14.  The teacher said to students, “Can anyone give the correct answer of this question?” 

15.  My mother said to me, “Is not poverty a curse?” 

16.  You said to Rakib, “Have you seen the man who came to visit yesterday?” 

17.  The passenger said to the porter, “When will the train arrive?” 

18.  He said to me, “Which book do you want?” 

19.  He said to me, “Where did you go yesterday?” 

20.  The policeman said to me, “Did you see the accident? 
 

 
aRule : 01Said to 

r ordered

r advised

r  requested

r  commanded

r told 

r forbade /not to 

to Verb object + Ext. 

Structure: Subject + Said to object ( to 

verb + object + ext. 

He said to the boy “Always speak the truth.” 

He advised the boy to speak the truth always. 

Note: 03:  Imperative sentence please / kindly 

Note: 04: Negative not to do not 

Rule : 02 Let us রু

Said to Proposed/ Suggested object ( that 

we/ they should object ext. 

IMAERATIVE SENTENCE 

 



Structure:  

Subject + proposed/ suggested + obj + that + we/ they + should + verb + obj + ext. as:- 

 He said them,“Let’s play cricket” 

He proposed/ suggested them that we/ they should play cricket. 

 

Rule : 03:- Let+ objective রু রু

Said to wished/requested that let object 

might + verb + obj + ext 

He said to me , ‘‘ Let me go there’’ 

He requested that he might go there. 

 

 
1.      The teacher said to the students, “ Stop writing.” 

2.      The captain said to the soldiers, “ March forward.” 

3.      He said to me, “ Please give me some money.” 

4.      Father said to me, “ Take care of your health.” 

5.      Mother said to me, “ Don’t run in the sun.” 

6.      He said to me, “ Let us go out for a walk by the river side.” 

7.      Father said, “ Let him read attentively.” 

8.      The teacher said to Amana, “ Read this book.” 

9.      The manager said to the strikers, “ Resume your work.” 

10.  Mousumi said to Nazma, “ Leave the house at once.” 

11.  “Run away, children”, said their mother. 

12.  “Let us wait here till the rain stops,” She said. 

13.  The teacher said, “Taslima, write an essay on punctuality.” 

14.  The students said to the Principal, “Please grant me leave of absence, sir.” 

15.  Mother said to her son, “Do not waste you time.” 

16.  The old man said, “Let me have some milk.” 

17.  My brother said to me, “Go to college or you will be punished.” 

18.  The chairman said, “Let us settle the dispute.” 

19.  He said to his friends, “Please wait for me till I return.” 

20.  Father said to the son, “Don’t quarrel with anybody.” 

Note: 05:-Sentence   addressing as + 

 

Note: 06:-  
Allah/ God Said To Prayed that  

Note: 07:- 

PRACTICE IMAERATIVE SENTENCE 

 



 Long live Said to wished that Sub + might 

live long  

Note: 08:- 

had রু had could have 
 

 
*Reporting verb object Said to Sentence 

r exclaimed with joy,  

* exclaimed with sorrow,  

* exclaimed with surprised, 

* exclaimed/ cried out that subject + verb + object + 

ext. 

He said to me,`` How excellent you are!” 

He exclaimed with joy that I was very excellent. 

Note: 09:-  

Happy রু wished 
 

Note : 10 Sir রু রু addressing as sir sir 

Sentence 

Assertive Sentence:- Subject  

Interrogative Sentence:- 

Imperative Sentence :- Verb 

Exclamatory Sentence:-

 

 

EXCLAMATORY SENTENCE 

 

Passage Narration By Steps 



1. Passage (speaker) (listener) 

 

 

 

 

Passage 

2. Reporting verb Reported speech-

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Reported speech- “yes” “no” Reporting verb Replied in the affirmative 

negative 

“Yes” “No” Replied in the affirmative and said that / Replied in the negative and 

said that 

“............................................” 

“.......................................” 

“.........................”, Speaker, ............................................. 

......................................................     

................................ 

...........................................Listener   ............................... 

........................     ..............................     ........................... 

............................................     

.......................................... 

..........................................................    

............................. 

 

Reporting verb Reported speech 

Reported speech 

Reporting verb Reported speech Reported speech  

Reporting verb 

and said 

and exclaimed with sorrow 

and asked if / - / 

and prayed for 

Assertive sentence 

Interrogative sentence 

Imperative sentence 

Optative sentence 

Exclamatory sentence 

and ordered / requested to 

Reporting verb YES / NO 

Sub + Replied in the affirmative or Negative 

Reporting verb Yes, I did / No, I did not 

Sub + Replied in the affirmative or Negative and said that ..... 



 

 

 

 

5. 

 

 

 

6. passage- speaker listener The speaker The listener 

 

 

 

 

N.B: (a) Reporting verb Replied 

(b) Reported speech- Imperative sentence please to- kindly 

Direct : He said to me, “Please, give me your pen.” 

Indirect : He requested me to kindly give him my pen. 

asked if 

and further asked and 

and again asked 

Interrogative sentence 

and more asked 

Interrogative sentence 

Interrogative sentence 

Interrogative sentence 

said that 

and again added taht 

and added that 

and more over added 

that 

Assertive sentence 

Assertive sentence 

 Assertive sentence 

 Assertive sentence 

 Assertive sentence 

 

and further added 

that 

Rerporting Verb Rerporting Speech 

The speaker What is she doing? 

The listener She is trying to sleep 

The speaker Is she sick? 

The listener She is sick a little bit. 



Practice corner 

 

Rewrite the following passage changing the form of speech: 

1. “Oh, my Lord, please do not kill the child.” said the woman. “Let her have him” said the king. 
“Now everything is clear to me.” Pointing the woman, he said to the servant, “Give her the 
child. She is the mother of the baby.” 

 

2. “Have you heard the name of Aesop?” asked the teacher. “No, Sir, who was he?” “Read the 
lesson attentively and then you will be able to know about him.” “How interesting and 
instructive his fables are!” said the teacher. 

 

3. “You have cut off your hair,” asked Jim, “Cut it off and sold it,” said Della. “Don’t you like me 
just as well anyhow? I’m me, without my hair, ain’t I?” 

 

4. The traveler said to the peasant, “Can you tell me the way to the nearest Inn?” The peasant 
said “Yes, I can. Do you want one in which you can spend the night?” The Traveller said “I 
don’t wish to stay there, but I only want a meal.” 

 

PASSAGE NARRATION PRACTICE STEP -1 



5. “Why are putting up the food in your pocket, Sir? Why don’t you eat?” asked the noble man. 
“I am doing the right thing. My dress deserves these rich dishes,” replied Sheikh Saddi. “ I 
don’t understand what do you mean to say.” Said the noble man ,. “And I’m sorry.” 

 

6. “Will you buy my hair,” asked Della. “I buy hair,” said Madame. “Take your hat off and let’s 
have a sight at the looks of it.” “Twenty dollars,” said Madame. “Give it me quick” said Della.  
(

 

7. “Follow my example” she said, as we shook hands” and never eat more than one thing for 
luncheon “I’ll do better than that” I said. I’ll eat nothing for dinner tonight.” “Humorist,” she 
cried gaily, jumping into a cab.” 

রু

 

8. “Porter, you may go,” said the mistress of the house, laughing. “You have gained your 
freedom.” “By Allah,” he replied. “I will not leave this house until I have heard the stories of 
my companies.”  

 

9. “I came here yesterday from my village,” he said. “Why did you come?” I asked, ‘My mother 
sent me to you with this letter.” “How is your mother? I have not seen her a long time. I hope 
she is quite well. 

 

10. Once I asked a little girl, “What is your mother’s name?” “I know my mother’s name but I 
won’t tell you that.” “I don’t tell my mother’s name to anybody whom I don’t know. She said, 
“What a clever girl you are!” 

 

11. “Could I help you, sir?” said the receptionist. The man replied, “Sure, I want to meet the 
Managing Director of the company.” The receptionist said, “Do you have an appointment?” 
“Yes, I have,” he said. 

 

12. “Will you come to my house tomorrow?” I said to the boy, “We can discuss terms and 
conditions then.” “I shall be very happy to meet you at your house. Thank you so much,” he 
replied. 



( 

 

13. The stranger said to the boy, “Will you tell me the way to the nearest hotel?” “Yes, I will. Do 
you want a residential one in which can spend the night?” the boy said. “I don’t want to say 
there, but only want a meal,” the stranger replied. The boy said , “Follow me.” 
(

 

14. “Where are you going?” said the merchant. “I was coming to see you.” “What do you want?” 
“To earn my bread by the labor of my hands.” “Do you really work?” said the merchant. “Yes, 
if you have any”. Then follow me and carry a box from a shop to my house.” “I do not see 
how I can do that.” said the youth . 

রু

 

15. A hawker said, “Will you buy any paper? I have all types of newspaper and magazines .Please 
take one from me.” “I buy books but now I need a weekly. Don’t you have any weekly 
magazine ?” said Susmita. 

 

16. “You look as a little bit like my mother,” he said, “Especially in the dark by the fire.” “But you 
were only four Jerry, when you came here. You have remembered how she looked all these 
years?” “My mother lives in Manville,” he said. 
(“ 

  

17. “May I come in sir?” A boy standing at the door said to him. Then without waiting for his 
reply the boy entered the room and said, “Sir, I have come from Palaspur with a letter from 
Mr. Ajit Bose? “How is he?” He said smiling. “He is not well. He has been suffering from a 
serious illness for two years.” The boy said. “How sad it is! May God cure him?” He said. 

রু

18. “Follow my example” she said, as we shook hands “and never eat more than one thing for 
luncheon” “I’ll do better than that” I said. I’ll eat nothing for dinner tonight.”  

রু



 

19.  “Will you go to college today?” the mother said to her son. “No mother. Our classes are 
suspended.”“Then go to the market and bring some vegetables.” “Let me be ready and give 
me money. 

(

20. “I’ll pay for it.” he said.“I broke it.I brought the axe down careless .”“ But no one hits 
accurately every time. Jerry, moreover, the fault was in the wood of the handle. I”ll see the 
man who I have bought it from “ I told him.

 

21. “Why don’t you attend classes regularly?” the teacher said to the student, “You can’t expect 
great results unless you attend classes as I tell you.”“I am sorry, sir. I have offended you.” 
said the student. 

 

22. “Have you seen your mother, Jerry?”“I see her every summer .She was sends for me “I 
wanted to cry out.” Why are you not with her? How can she let you go away again?” He 
said,She comes up here from Manville whenever she can .She does not have a job now. 

”

 

23. “Where are you from?” said the teacher. “I am from Nepal,” said the student. “How did you 
find Dhaka when you first arrived?” said the teacher. “Well, I like it. I think the city is very 
beautiful,” said the student. 

 

24. Once I asked a little girl, “What is your mother’s name?” She replied cleverly, “I know my 
mother’s name but I won’t tell you that.” I said, “What a clever girl you are! May you prosper 
in life.” 

(

25. “Where is my son?” said the Grocer. “A crow carried you son away” said the fruit seller. “You 
liar. How can a crow carry away such a big boy?” “Just the same way as mice can eat away 
the balance and weights.” 

 



26. “Where did you go yesterday?” said Lipi.“ I went to Chittagong to see my mother ,”said Mina. 
“She has been suffering from high blood pressure.” Is she sound now?” said Rajon. “No,” said 
Mina. 
(

 

FINAL STEP 

01. Re-write the following in the direct speech: 5 
       As we shook our hands, she told me to follow her example. Then she forbade me to eat more than 

one thing for luncheon replied that I would do better thing than that. I added that I would eat 
nothing for dinner that night. Jumping into the cab, she called me a humorist. 

2. Change the narrative style by using indirect speeches. 5 
 "O King!" she cried, "Please do not kill me. 1 did not know that you were the king. I am very sorry." 

The king said, "Do not be sad. You are a good woman. 1 won't kill you." 
3. Change the narrative style by using indirect speeches. 5 
 The teacher became angry with the student and said, "Why have you again disturbed the class in this 

way? I have told you before that when I speak, you should be silent. Leave the room and do not 
return again today."  
4.Change the narrative style by using direct speeches. 5 

 The teacher inquired of the student where he was from. He replied that he was from Japan. He 
further inquired how he (S) had found Cambridge when he had arrived first. He (S) replied that he 
liked it there and opined that the city was beautiful. Then the teacher said that he (S) was welcome 
there. 

5. Change the speech direct into indirect. 5 
 Looking at the prisoner, the boys said to him, “What do you want to do now”. The prisoner said, “I 

want to die”. Being melancholic, the boys said, “Why do you like to do this. Life has a great 
meaning." The prisoner retorted, “Life is a meaningless tale narrated by an idiot”. “Life is a walking 
shadow”. The boy said, “Life is short, art is long”. “Beautify your life and enjoy the wine of life”. 

6. Change the narrative style by using indirect speeches. 5 
 It was a few years ago. I was helping out at my daughter's school when a small boy came rushing up 

in obvious distress. He’d badly grazed his knee but, even after cleaning it up, he continued to wail. 

 “It’ll be OK,” I reassured him. “Your dad’s a doctor. When you get home he’ll make it better.” “No, he 

won’t,” sobbed the boy. 

 “Why not?” I asked. 

 “Because it’s his day off today,” he replied 

7. Change the narrative style by using indirect speeches. 5 
 “Stop! You're eating all our bread,” shouted the two rats. “I’m doing my best but I've told you that 

it's difficult,” said the monkey. “Give us that little a piece,” said the rats. “This is my piece. Haven’t I 
labored a lot for you?” replied the monkey. “How foolish we believe you!” said the rats. 

8. Change the narrative style of the following text:5 
 "Why are your children crying, my daughter?" said the Caliph. "They have been starving," said the 

woman. "Have you none else in the world?" "My husband died some months ago. He left them 



neither money nor any property. So, they are in great distress. They have to starve sometimes." "Oh! 
Let me see, how I can help you." said the Caliph. 

9. Change the narrative style of the following text.  5 
“Have you ever been to Cox’s Bazar?” asked Shihab. “No, I have never,” replied Habib. “But I desire 
for visiting the place.” “I had an opportunity to visit the sea-beach last year”, said Shihab. "Let us go 
there this week,” said Habib. 

10. Change the narrative style by using indirect speeches. 5 
 "Master", he said, "Can I ask you a question?" "Oh, sure." "I was absent in work yesterday and could 

not do the due task." "Never mind, do it today and never remain absent unnecessarily." "Thank you, 
sir." "You're welcome, John." 

 
11. Change the narrative style by using indirect speeches. 5 
 "Why haven't you fed the children yet? It's almost midnight," said the Caliph. "We have been waiting 

here for relief for three days but couldn't meet the Caliph," replied the woman. "Alas! What will I 
answer in the hereafter?" said the Caliph in the guise of a traveller. 

12. Change the narrative style by using indirect speeches. 5 
 "Have you cut your nails short?" the teacher said to Maruf. "No. I've forgotten, Sir," said Maruf. 

"That's very bad. You must be more careful about neatness and cleanliness. By doing so, you can 
prevent diarrhoea and some other diseases too," said the teacher. 

13. Change the narrative style by using indirect speeches.  5 
 "And what am I supposed to all day?" asked Rupa as she watched Jony get ready for college. 

Jony looked at her, "You can read, you can visit your friends, or your family if you like." 
 "Family? I have no family left after what I have done to them." "You have done nothing. I'll be back 

soon," he continued, "By lunch. And in the evening we'll go out." 
14. Change the narrative style by using indirect speeches. 5 
 "Could you stop playing on the walking machine? It's a toy, you know", said the salesman. "Sorry, we 

were just trying it out. Isn't that what it's for?" said the teenager. "If you are not going to try it, you 
shouldn't use it", said the salesman. "Actually we don't know yet whether we are going to buy it if 
we don't try it", said the teenager.  

15. Change the narrative style by using indirect speeches. 5 
 "Where do you come from?" I asked him. "From , San Carlos," he said and smiled. "I was taking care 

of animals. I stayed, you see, taking care of animals. I was the last one to leave the town of San 
Carlos." 

16. Change the narrative style by using indirect speeches. 5 
 'Coffee'? I said. "Yes, just an ice cream and coffee," she answered. I ordered for her and for myself. 

“You know, there’s one thing I throughly believe in," she said as she ate the ice cream. "One should 
always get up from a meal feeling one could eat a little more." "Are you still hungry?" I asked faintly. 

17. Change the narrative style of the following speeches. 5 
 "I never drink anything for luncheon," she said. 
 "Neither do I," I answered promptly.  
 "Except white wine," she proceeded as though I had not spoken. "These French white wines are so 

light. They are wonderful for the digestion."  
18. Change the narrative style by using indirect speeches. 5 
 “Stop. You are eating all our bread,” shouted the two rats. “I am doing my best but I’ve told you it’s 

difficult,” said the monkey. “Give us that little piece,” said the rats. “This is my piece. Haven’t I done 
a lot of work for you?” replied the monkey. “How foolish we are to believe you!” said the rats. 

19. Change the narrative style by using indirect speeches. 5 
 "Have you cut your nails short?" the teacher said to Bashir. "No, sir. But I have cut my hair." "That's 

very bad. You must be more careful about neatness and cleanliness." "By doing so, you can prevent 
many incurable diseases very easily," said the teacher.  

 
20. Change the narrative style by using indirect speeches. 5 
 "Will you buy my hair," asked Della. "I buy hair," said Madame. "Take your hat off and let's have a 

sight at the looks of it. Twenty dollars," said Madame. "Give it to me quick," said Della. 
21. Change the narrative style by using direct speech. 5 



 "Were do you like to visit, sir?" asked the ticket seller. "I want to visit Chittagong," said the stranger. 
"How many tickets do you need?" asked he. The stranger replied. "Five ticket." "Here are the tickets. 
They will cost two thousand taka," said the ticket seller.  

22. Change the narrative style by using direct speech. 5 
 My friend asked me why I was sitting alone in my room at that hour. He also asked me whether I 

didn't see the sky had been clear. After that he proposed to me that we should go out for a walk in 
the open field. But I angrily told him to leave me alone.  

23. Change the narrative style by using direct speeches. 5 

The king asked the astrologer how long he would live. With a ready wit the astrologer 
replied that the stars declared that he would die only a week before his majesty. Saying this 
he bade the king good-bye. Hearing this, the king turned pale and ordered to drive the 
wretch away. He also ordered that he might not be allowed to go there again.  

24. Rewrite the following text in the reported speech:  5 
 "Please give me your English grammar book," said Zahidul. "I can not give it," said Samiha. "I have to 

take it with me in the class." "I shall return the book before the class starts," said Zahidul. "Take it", 
said Samiha. "Thanks," said Zahidul.  

25. Turn the following direct speech into indirectspeech. 5 
 'Whose picture is it?' I asked. 
 'A little girl's of course', said Grandmother. 'Can't you tell’?  
 'Yes, but did you know the girl?'  
 'Yes, I knew her', said Granny, 'but she was a very wicked girl and I shouldn't tell you about her. But 

I'll tell you about the photograph. It was taken in your grandfather's house, about sixty years ago and 
that's the garden wall, and over the wall there was a road going to town'. 

 'Whose hands are they', I asked, 'coming up from the other side'? 
26. Change the narrative style by using indirect speeches. 5 
 The stranger asked the passer-by if he would tell him (the stranger) the way to the nearest hotel. 

The passer-by replied in the affirmative and asked him (the stranger) if he wanted a residential one 
in which he could spend the night. The stranger replied that he did not want to stay there but he 
only wanted a meal. Then the passer-by told to follow him. 

27. Change the narrative style by using indirect speeches. 5 
 "Excuse me, can you help me? I was looking for the Main Hall", said Maria. "I can. I'm looking for the 

Main Hall, too. I think it's in the Administrative Building. Are you a new student?" said Hasan. "Yes, I 
am", said Maria. 

 

 

 

 

FINAL STEP 

1.   As we shook our hands she said, "Follow my example. Never eat more than one thing for luncheon." I said, 
"I will do better than that. I will eat nothing for dinner tonight. Jumping into a cab she said to me, 
"Humorist."  

2.  The woman pleaded to the king not to kill her. She added that she had not known that he had been the king. 
She also apologized to the king. The king forbade her to be sad. He added that she was a good woman and 
he would not kill her.  



3.   The teacher became angry with the student and asked why he (s) had again disturbed the class in that way. 
The teacher again said that he (t) had told him (s) before that when he (t) spoke, he (s) should be silent. The 
teacher also ordered him to leave the room and not to return again that day.  

4.   "Where are you from?" the teacher said to the boy. "I am from Japan," he replied. "How have you found 
Cambridge when you have arrived first?" he said to the boy. "I like it here and to my opinion the city is 
beautiful," said the boy. Then the teacher said, "You are welcome here."  

5. Looking at the prisoner, the boy asked him what he wanted to do then. The prisoner replied that he wanted 
to die. Being melancholic, the boy asked him again why he liked to do that and also said that life had a great 
meaning.  At this the prisoner retorted that life was a meaningless tale narrated by an idiot. He also 
commented that life was a walking shadow. Then the boy said that life is short while art is long and also 
advised the prisoner to beautify his life and enjoy the wine of life. 

6.   It was a few years ago. I was helping out at my daughter's school when a small boy came rushing up in 
obvious distress. He'd badly grazed his knee but, even after cleaning it up, he continued to wail. I reassured 
him that it would be OK. I added that his dad was a doctor and when he (the boy) got home he (the dad) 
would make it better. The boy replied in the negative that he (Dad) would not. I asked him why his father 
would not do that. The boy replied that because it was his (Dad) day off that day.  
7.  The two rats shouted and told the monkey to stop and added that he was eating all their bread. The 

monkey said that he was doing his best and reminded that he had told them it was difficult. The two rats 

told the monkey to give that little piece to them. But the monkey said that that was his piece and asked 

them if he had not done a lot of work for them. Then the two rats exclaimed with wonder that they were 

very foolish believing him 

8.  Addressing the woman as his daughter the Caliph asked her why her children were crying. The woman 
replied that they had been starving. The Caliph asked her if she had none else in the world. The woman 
replied that her husband had died some months ago and he had left neither money nor any property. She 
also added that so they were in great danger and they had to starve sometimes. The Caliph said that he 
might be allowed to see how he could help her. 

9.  Shihab asked Habib if he (H) had ever been to Cox's Bazar. Habib replied in the negative and said that he (H) 
had never been there but he (H) desired for visiting the place. At this, Shihab said that he (S) had had an 
opportunity to visit the sea-beach the previous year. Habib then proposed that they should go there that 
week.  

10.  John asked his master if he (J) could ask him (M) a question. Master replied that he (J) surely could. John 
told him (M) that he (J) had been absent in work the previous day and could not do the due task. Master 
advised him (J) never to mind and asked him (J) to do it that day and never to remain absent unnecessarily. 
John thanked him (M) with respect. Master also welcomed him (J). 

11.  The Caliph asked the woman why she had not fed the children yet as it was almost midnight. The woman 
replied that they had been waiting there for relief for three days but couldn't meet the Caliph. The Caliph in 
the guise of a traveller exclaimed with sorrow and asked himself what he would answer in the hereafter. 

12.  The teacher asked Maruf if he (M) had cut his (M) nails short. Maruf respectfully replied in the negative that 
he (M) had forgotten. Then the teacher made comment that it was very bad. He then advised Maruf that he 
(M) must be more careful about neatness and cleanliness because by doing so, he (M) could prevent 
diarrhoea and some other diseases too.  

13.   Watching Jony to get ready for college, Rupa asked him (J) what she was supposed to do all day. Jony 
looked at her and replied that she could read, she could visit her friends, or her family if she liked. At this, 
Rupa exclaimed with surprise and said that she had no family left after what she had done to them. Hearing 
this, Jony said that she had done nothing. He further said that he would be back soon. He continued that he 
would be back by lunch and in the evening they would go out. 

14.  The salesman asked the teenager if he (T) could stop playing on the walking machine because it was a toy 
he (T) knew. Then the teenager expressed sorrow and said that they were just trying it out and asked him 
(S) if that was not what it was for. Hearing this, the salesman said that if he (T) was not going to try it, he (T) 
shouldn't use it. At this, the teenager said that actually they did not know yet whether they were going to 
buy it if they didn't try it.  

15.  I asked him from where he came. He smiled and replied that he came from San Carlos and he had been 

taking care of animals. He added that he had stayed taking care of animals and he had been the last one 

to leave the town of San Carlos. 



16.  I asked her if she would have coffee. She replied in the affirmative and added that she would have just an 
ice-cream and coffee. I ordered for her and for myself. As she ate the ice-cream she said that there was 
one thing she thoroughly believed in that one should always get up from a meal feeling one could eat a 
little more. At this, I asked her faintly if she was still hungry. 
17. She said that she never drank anything for luncheon. I answered promptly that neither did I. She 
proceeded as      though I had not spoken that she never drank anything except white wine. She added 
that these French white wines   were so light and they were wonderful for the digestion.  

18.  The two rats shouted at the monkey to stop as he (M) was eating all their bread. Then the monkey said 

that he was doing his best but reminded them of that it was difficult. The rats told the monkey to give 

them that little piece. Hearing this the monkey replied that it was his piece and asked them if he had not 

done a lot of work for them. Being disappointed, the rats exclaimed that they were very foolish to believe 

him.  

19.  The teacher asked Bashir if he (B) had cut his nails short. Bashir replied negatively with respect and said 
that he (B) had cut his (B) hair. Then the teacher said that it/that was very bad. He (T) also suggested that 
he (B) had to be more careful about neatness and cleanliness. He (T) further said that by doing so, he (B) 
could prevent many incurable diseases very easily.   

20.   Della asked Madame if she (M) would buy her (D) hair. Madame replied that she bought hair. She also 
told her (D) to take off her (D) hat and proposed that they should have a sight at the looks of it. Madame 
offered twenty dollar for her (D) hair. Della told her (M) to give it to her (D) quickly. 

21. The ticket seller asked the stranger politely where he (S) liked to visit. The stranger replied that he wanted 
to visit Chittagong. Then he (T) asked him (S) how many tickets he (S) needed. The stranger replied that he 
needed five tickets. The ticket seller offered him (S) the tickets and said that they would cost two 
thousand take.  

22.  "Why are you sitting alone in your room at this hour?" said my friend. "Don't you see the sky has been 
clear? Let's go on for a walk in the open field." "Leave me alone," I said angrily.  

23.  "How long will you live?" the king said to the astrologer. With ready with the astrologer replied, "The stars 
declare that I'll die only a week before my majesty. So, good bye." Hearing this the king turned pale and 
said, "Drive this wretch away. Let not him come here again."  

24.  Zahidul requested Samiha to give him her English grammar book. Samiha said that she could not give it. 
She added that she had to take it with her in the class. Zahidul said that he would return the book before 
the class started. Samiha told him to take it. At last, Zahdul thanked Samila.   

25.  I asked Grandmother whose picture it was. Grandmother replied that it was the picture of a little girl of 
course. She asked me if I couldn't tell. I replied in the affirmative and asked her if she had known the girl. 
Granny replied positively that she had known her and said that she had been a very wicked girl and she 
(G) shouldn't tell me about her. She added that she would tell me about the photograph. She further said 
that it had been taken in my grandfather's house, about sixty years before and that's the garden wall, and 
over the wall there had been a road going to town. I asked Granny whose hands they were that were 
coming from the other side of the world.  

26.   "Will you tell me the way to the nearest hotel?" the stranger said." Yes. Do you want a residential one in 
which you can spend the night?" said the passer-by. I do not want to stay there but I only want a meal," 
the stranger replied. "Follow me," said the passer-by. 

27.  Maria politely drew the attention of Hasan and asked if he could help her. She said that she had been 
looking for the Main Hall. Hasan replied that he could and also told her that he was looking for the Main 
Hall, too. He further said that he thought it was in the Administrative Building. He then asked Maria if she 
was a new student. At this Maria replied in affirmative and said that she was.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


