


Historians have divided English literature into periods for convenience. The numbers, dates or the names of the periods sometimes vary. However, the following list follows the prevalent practice of listing:
	450-1066: Old English (Anglo-Saxon) Period

1066-1500: Middle English Period
1500-1600: The Renaissance (Early Modern) Period

1500-1558 Tudor Period
1558-1603 Elizabethan Age
1603-1625 Jacobean Age
1625-1649 Caroline Age
1649-1660 Commonwealth Period

1600-1785: The Neo-classical Period

1660-1700 Restoration Period
1700-1745 The Augustan Age
	1745-1785 The Age Of Sensibility


1798-1830: The Romantic Period


1832-1901: The Victorian Period


1848-1860 The Pre-Raphaelites
1880-1901 Aestheticism and Decadence

1901-1939/45: The Modern Period


1901-1910 The Edwardian Period
1910-1914 The Georgian Period


1945-………: Post Modernism

Now let us go through some of the prominent features of different ages of English Literature. 
1. Old English (Anglo-Saxon) Period: (450 A.D.-1066 A.D.)
Features of Anglo-Saxon Period literature:

· This period is said to be the oldest age in the known history of English literature.

· Lasted from the invasion of the Celtic England by Germanic tribes to the conquest of England in 1066 by the Norman French.

· Poetry was written in the vernacular – Anglo Saxon – called Old English

· Beowulf – the greatest of Germanic epics was anonymous.

· Caedmon and Cynewulf wrote on religious and biblical themes.

· Alfred the Great translated several books of Latin prose into Old English, and also recorded the important events in England. He is said to be the Founder of English Prose.
2. Middle English Period: (1066 A.D.-1500 A.D.)

Features of Middle English Period Literature:

· The Norman Conquest of England in 1066 is the beginning of 200 years of the French domination in English letters. (Anglo-Norman Period)

· Then was the age of Chaucer who is considered to be Father of English Poetry. Remarkable works of this time were William Langland’s great religious and satirical poem Piers Plowmen, and Thomas Malory’s famous prose romance called Morte d’ Arthur.

· Chaucer's "The General Prologue to The Canterbury Tales" has long been recognized as one of the greatest masterpieces of English literature, certainly the finest and most influential work of fiction from the Middle Ages. Some of his other works are ‘The Parliament of Fouls’, ‘The House of Fame’, ‘The Legend of Good Woman’ etc.

3. Renaissance Period (1500 A.D.-1660A.D.)

Features of Renaissance Literature in General:

1. Classical Antiquity: There was an increased interest in the grand literatures of the Greek and Romans. Allusions to Greek and Roman characters in Shakespeare's dramas and revival of the theatres along with promotion of the epic are examples. 

2. Humanism: Renaissance held the Human being as the Supreme Being and distinguished him from the other beings for his faculty of reason. 

3. Political Reformation: The concept of hierarchy came into being and intruding in other's spaces became a trend. It resulted in a number of political upheavals. 

4. Imitation: Literature as an imitation of reality, as a 'mirror to life' than mere imitation of the classical masters was promoted. 

5. Religious Reformation: People began to question the Pope and the natural phenomena as believed earlier. 
Features of Elizabethan Age (1558-1603): 


· Golden age in English history

· Named after Queen Elizabeth-1 (1558-1603)

· Production of great poetry and drama

· The age of Shakespeare

· Feeling of patriotism and nationalism

· Most glorious age in the history of England
Features of Elizabethan literature (1558-1603):

1. 
The period has the great variety of almost unlimited creative force.

2. 
It was mainly dominated, however, by the spirit of romance. 

3. 
It was full also of the spirit of dramatic action, as befitted an age whose restless enterprise was eagerly extending itself to every quarter of the globe. 

4. 
In style it often exhibits romantic luxuriance.

5.
The literary spirit was all-pervasive, and the authors were men (not yet women) of almost every class.
1600-1785 Neoclassical Period:

Features of Neoclassical Period in General:

· Neoclassical Literature was written in a period where social order was undergoing tremendous changes. 

· In this so called Enlightenment Period, people believed that natural passions aren't necessarily good; natural passions must be subordinated to social needs and be strictly controlled. 
Features of Eighteenth Century Literature:

· The Eighteenth Century in England is called the Classical Age or the Augustan Age in literature.
· It is also called the Age of Good Sense or the Age of Reason. 
· For the first time in the history of English literature, prose occupies the front position. 
· In fact the prose writers of this age excel the poets in every respect. The graceful and elegant prose of Addison’s essays, the terse style of Swift’s satires, the artistic perfection of Fielding’s novels, the sonorous eloquence of Gibbon’s history, and the oratorical style of Burke, have no equal in the poetical works of the age. 
· Poetry also became prosaic, because it was no longer used for lofty and sublime purposes, but, like prose, its subject-matter had become criticism, satire, controversy and it was also written in the form of the essay which was the common literary from.
1798-1830 Romantic Period

While literature from the Neoclassical period was based on reason, order and rules, literature and art from the Romantic period was based on emotion, adventure and imagination. The name "romantic" itself comes from the term "romance" which is a genre of prose or poetic heroic narrative originating in medieval literature. 
Features of Romantic Literature:

1. 
Imagination and emotion are more important than reason and formal rules; imagination is a gateway to transcendent experience and truth. 

2. 
Along the same lines, intuition and a reliance on “natural” feelings as a guide to conduct are valued over controlled rationality. 

3. 
Romantic literature tends to emphasize a love of nature, a respect for primitivism, and a valuing of the common, "natural" man; Romantics idealize country life and believe that many of the ills of society are a result of urbanization. 

a. Nature for the Romantics becomes a means for divine revelation (Wordsworth) 

b. It is also a metaphor for the creative process—(the river in “Kubla Khan). 

4. 
Romantics were attracted to rebellion and revolution, especially concerned with human rights, individualism, freedom from oppression.
1832-1901 Victorian Period

The literature of the Victorian age (1832 – 1901, named after the reign of Queen Victoria) entered in a new period after the romantic revival. The literature of this era expressed the fusion of pure romance to gross realism. Though, the Victorian Age produced great poets, the age is also remarkable for the excellence of its prose. The discoveries of science have particular effects upon the literature of the age.
Features of Victorian Literature:

1. 
Literature of this age tends to come closer to daily life which reflects its practical problems and interests. 

2. 
The Victorian literature seems to deviate from "art for art's sake" and asserts its moral purpose. Tennyson, Browning, Carlyle, Ruskin - all were the teachers of England with the faith in their moral message to instruct the world. 

3.
Though, the age is characterized as practical and materialistic, most of the writers exalt a purely ideal life. It is an idealistic age where the great ideals like truth, justice, love, brotherhood are emphasized by poets, essayists and novelists of the age. 

1901-1939/45 Modern Period:

The main feature of Modernist Literature is that it seeks meaning in a chaotic world.
1945-…….Post-Modern Period: 

The term Postmodern literature is used to describe certain tendencies in post-World War II literature. Although it is a continuation of modernist period, modernist literature seeks meaning in a chaotic world whereas postmodernist literature is not only avoiding the possibility of meaning, at the same time it is parodying it. 
01.
“How do I love thee? Let me count the ways”
How Do I Love Thee? by Elizabeth Barrett Browning.
2. 
“Water, water, every where, 
And all the boards did shrink”

Rime of the Ancient Mariner by Samuel Taylor Coleridge. 

3. 
“Shall I compare thee to a summers day”
Shall I compare thee to a summers day (Sonnet 18) by William Shakespeare.
4. 
“Into the valley of Death Rode the six hundred”.

Charge of the Light Brigade by Alfred Lord Tennyson 

5. 
“Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered weak and weary”
The Raven by Edgar Allan Poe 

6. 
“But I have promises to keep,
And miles to go before I sleep”

Stopping By Woods On A Snowy Evening by Robert Frost

7. 
“By the shore of Gitchie Gumee,
By the shining Big-Sea-Water” 

The Song of Hiawatha by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

8. 
“I think that I shall never see 
A poem lovely as a tree.”

Trees by Joyce Kilmer 

9. 
“Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord”

The Battle Hymn of the Republic by Julia Ward Howe

10. 
“Out of the night that covers me,
Black as the pit from pole to pole”

Out Of The Night That Covers Me by William Ernest Henley.

Following is a list of the best first lines from novels:

1. 
Call me Ishmael. - Herman Melville, Moby-Dick (1851)

2. 
It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife. - Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (1813)

3. 
A screaming comes across the sky. - Thomas Pynchon, Gravity's Rainbow (1973)

4. 
Happy families are all alike; every unhappy family is unhappy in its own way. - Leo Tolstoy, Anna Karenina (1877; trans. Constance Garnett)

5. 
It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking thirteen. - George Orwell, 1984 (1949)

6. 
It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair. - Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities (1859)

7. 
I am an invisible man. - Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man (1952)

8. 
You don't know about me without you have read a book by the name of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer; but that ain't no matter. —Mark Twain, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1885)

9. 
Whether I shall turn out to be the hero of my own life, or whether that station will be held by anybody else, these pages must show. - Charles Dickens, David Copperfield (1850)

10.
Mother died today. - Albert Camus, The Stranger (1942; trans. Stuart Gilbert)

11.
The sky above the port was the color of television, tuned to a dead channel. - William Gibson, Neuromancer (1984)

12.
I am a sick man . . . I am a spiteful man. - Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Notes from Underground (1864; trans. Michael R. Katz)

13.
Where now? Who now? When now? - Samuel Beckett, The Unnamable (1953; trans. Patrick Bowles)

14.
Once an angry man dragged his father along the ground through his own orchard. "Stop!" cried the groaning old man at last, "Stop! I did not drag my father beyond this tree." - Gertrude Stein, The Making of Americans (1925)

15.
Ships at a distance have every man's wish on board. - Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God (1937)

16. 
He was an old man who fished alone in a skiff in the Gulf Stream and he had gone eighty-four days now without taking a fish. - Ernest Hemingway, The Old Man and the Sea (1952)

17. 
We started dying before the snow, and like the snow, we continued to fall. - Louise Erdrich, Tracks (1988)

18. 
It was a pleasure to burn. - Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451 (1953)

19. 
It was love at first sight. - Joseph Heller, Catch-22 (1961)

20. 
Once upon a time, there was a woman who discovered she had turned into the wrong person. - Anne Tyler, Back When We Were Grownups (2001)

21. 
"To be born again," sang Gibreel Farishta tumbling from the heavens, "first you have to die." - Salman Rushdie, The Satanic Verses (1988)

22. 
It was a queer, sultry summer, the summer they electrocuted the Rosenbergs, and I didn't know what I was doing in New York. - Sylvia Plath, The Bell Jar (1963)

23. 
In the late summer of that year we lived in a house in a village that looked across the river and the plain to the mountains. - Ernest Hemingway, A Farewell to Arms (1929)

24. 
The past is a foreign country; they do things differently there. - L. P. Hartley, The Go-Between (1953)

25. Justice? - You get justice in the next world, in this world you have the law. - William Gaddis, A Frolic of His Own (1994)

26. 
Of all the things that drive men to sea, the most common disaster, I've come to learn, is women. - Charles Johnson, Middle Passage (1990)

27. 
Time is not a line but a dimension, like the dimensions of space. - Margaret Atwood, Cat's Eye (1988).

Most Famous Quotations of Percy Bys she Shelley
1. There is a harmony in autumn, and a luster in its sky, which through the summer is not heard or seen, as if it could not be, as if it had not been!
2. A poet is a nightingale, who sits in darkness and sings to cheer its own solitude with sweet sounds.
3. We look before and after; And pine for what is not; Our sincerest laughter With some pain is fraught; Our sweetest songs are those that tell of saddest thought.
4. Soul meets soul on lovers' lips.
5. Our sweetest songs are those that tell of saddest thought.
6. Poetry is a mirror which makes beautiful that is distorted.
7. The more we study the more we discover our ignorance.
8.   Change is certain. Peace is followed by disturbances; departure of evil men by their return. Such recurrences should not constitute occasions for sadness but realities for awareness, so that one may be happy in the interim.
9.    If Winter comes, can Spring be far behind?
10.  Fear not for the future, weep not for the past.
11.  Poets are the unacknowledged legislators of the world.
12.  War is the statesman's game, the priest's delight, the lawyer's jest, the hired assassin's trade.
Most Famous Quotations of John Keats
1. A thing of beauty is a joy forever: its loveliness increases; it will never pass into nothingness.
2. My imagination is a monastery and I am its monk.
3. 'Beauty is truth, truth beauty,' - that is all ye know on earth, and all ye need to know.
4. Love is my religion - I could die for it.
5. Heard melodies are sweet, but those unheard are sweeter.
6. What the imagination seizes as beauty must be truth.
7. I have two luxuries to brood over in my walks, your loveliness and the hour of my death. O that I could have possession of them both in the same minute.
8. You speak of Lord Byron and me; there is this great difference between us. He describes what he sees I describe what I imagine. Mine is the hardest task.
Most Famous Quotations of Lord Byron
1. Friendship may, and often does, grow into love, but love never subsides into friendship.
2. Love will find a way through paths where wolves fear to prey.
3. Roll on, deep and dark blue ocean, roll. Ten thousand fleets sweep over thee in vain. Man marks the earth with ruin, but his control stops with the shore.

4. Truth is always strange, stranger than fiction.
5. I slept and dreamt that life was beauty; I woke and found that life was duty.
6. Adversity is the first path to truth.
7. If I don't write to empty my mind, I go mad.
Most Famous Quotations of William Wordsworth 

1. Poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings: it takes its origin from emotion recollected in tranquility.
2. The flower that smells the sweetest is shy and lowly.
3. To begin, begin.
4. Fill your paper with the breathings of your heart.
5. The child is father of the man.
6. I listened, motionless and still; And, as I mounted up the hill, The music in my heart I bore, Long after it was heard no more.
7. Nature never did betray the heart that loved her.
Most Famous Quotations of Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

1. Advice is like snow - the softer it falls, the longer it dwells upon, and the deeper in sinks into the mind.
2. Poetry: the best words in the best order.
3. Love is flower like; Friendship is like a sheltering tree.
4. Common sense in an uncommon degree is what the world calls wisdom.
5. A mother is a mother still, The holiest thing alive.
6. The most happy marriage I can picture or imagine to myself would be the union of a deaf man to a blind woman.
7. That willing suspension of disbelief for the moment, which constitutes poetic faith.
William Shakespeare Important Quotations from Hamlet

1. "To be, or not to be: that is the question."  (Act III, Scene I)

2. "Neither a borrower nor a lender be; For loan oft loses both itself and friend, and borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry."  (Act I, Scene III)

3. "The lady doth protest too much, methinks."  (Act III, Scene II)

4. "Brevity is the soul of wit."   (Act II, Scene II)

5. "Doubt that the sun doth move, doubt truth to be a liar, but never doubt I love." (Act II, Scene II)

6. “I will speak daggers to her, but use none.”  (Act III, Scene II)

7. "When sorrows come, they come not single spies, but in battalions." (Act IV, Scene V)

William Shakespeare Important Quotations from Julius Caesar
1. 
"Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears; I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him." (Act III, Scene II)

2.  
"Et tu, Brute!" (Act III, Scene I)

3.  
"Not that I loved Caesar less, but that I loved Rome more." (Act III, Scene II)

4. 
"When that the poor have cried, Caesar hath wept: Ambition should be made of sterner stuff." (Act III, Scene II)

5. 
"As he was valiant, I honour him; but, as he was ambitious, I slew him." (Act III, Scene II)

6. 
"Cowards die many times before their deaths; The valiant never taste of death but once." (Act II, Scene II)

William Shakespeare Important Quotations from The Merchant of Venice
1. 
"If you prick us, do we not bleed? if you tickle us, do we not laugh? if you poison us, do we not die? and if you wrong us, shall we not revenge?"  (Act III, Scene I)

2.  
I hold the world but as the world, Gratiano, A stage, where every man must play a part; And mine a sad one. (Act I, Scene I)
3. 
It is a wise father that knows his own child. (Act II, Scene II)

4. 
But love is blind, and lovers cannot see the pretty follies that they themselves commit.        (Act II, Scene VI) 

5. 
All that glisters is not gold.   
William Shakespeare Important Quotations from A Midsummer Night's Dream
1. "The course of true love never did run smooth." (Act I, Scene I)

2. "Love looks not with the eyes, but with the mind, and therefore is winged Cupid painted blind."  (Act I, Scene I) 
William Shakespeare Important Quotations from Romeo and Juliet

1. 
"It is the east, and Juliet is the sun."   (Act II, Scene II)

2. 
"Good Night, Good night! Parting is such sweet sorrow, that I shall say good night till it be morrow." (Act II, Scene II)

3. 
"What's in a name? That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet." (Act II, Scene II)
William Shakespeare Important Quotations from King Lear

1. "How sharper than a serpent's tooth it is to have a thankless child!" (Act I, Scene IV)

2. "Nothing will come of nothing."  (Act I, Scene I)

3. "Have more than thou showest, speak less than thou knowest, lend less than thou owest." (Act I, Scene IV)

4. "Fair is foul, and foul is fair". (Act I, Scene I)

5. "All the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this little hand."  (Act V, Scene I)

6. "Look like the innocent flower, but be the serpent under 't." (Act I, Scene V)

7. 
"Out, out, brief candle! Life's but a walking shadow, a poor player that struts and frets his hour upon the stage and then is heard no more: it is a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing." (Act V, Scene V)
William Shakespeare Quotations from Othello
1. 
"To mourn a mischief that is past and gone is the next way to draw new mischief on."   (Act I, Scene III)

2.  
"The robbed that smiles steals something from the thief."  (Act I, Scene III)
William Shakespeare Quotations from As You Like It

1. 
"All the world 's a stage, and all the men and women merely players. They have their exits and their entrances; And one man in his time plays many parts." (Act II, Scene VII) 

2. 
"How bitter a thing it is to look into happiness through another man's eyes!"  (Act V, Scene II)

3. 
"Blow, blow, thou winter wind! Thou art not so unkind as man's ingratitude." (Act II, Scene VII)

4. 
"True is it that we have seen better days."  ( Act II, Scene VII)

5. 
"The fool doth think he is wise, but the wise man knows himself to be a fool." ( Act V, Scene I)
William Shakespeare Quotations from Measure for Measure
1. "Our doubts are traitors, and make us lose the good we oft might win, by fearing to attempt."  (Act I, Scene IV)

2. "Some rise by sin, and some by virtue fall." (Act II, Scene I)

3. "The miserable have no other medicine but only hope." (Act III, Scene I)
William Shakespeare Quotations from The Tempest

1. "We are such stuff as dreams are made on, rounded with a little sleep."   

William Shakespeare Quotations from the Tempest  

1. "Be not afraid of greatness: some are born great, some achieve greatness and some have greatness thrust upon them." (Act II, Scene V)

Some of the Most Important Literary Terms
	S.N.
	Literary Terms
	Bangla meaning
	English meaning
	Example/ Comment

	01.
	Abstract
	সার-সংক্ষেপ
	A summary of any piece of writing
	-

	02.
	Acronym
	আদ্যক্ষরা
	A word formed from or based on the initial letters or syllables of other words
	NATO ( North Atlantic Treaty Organization

	03.
	Act 
	নাটকের অঙ্ক
	A major division in a play
	Shakespeare’s play consists of five acts.

	04.
	Adage
	প্রবচন
	A maxim or proverb
	A well-known collection of adages was made by Erasmus and published as Adagia.

	05.
	After-piece
	মূল নাটকের পর ছোট রসাত্মক নাটক
	A short play, usually a one-act farce or comedy presented after the main play in a programme
	-

	06.
	Allegory 
	রূপক কাহিনী
	A story in verse or prose with a double meaning: a primary or surface meaning; and a secondary or under the surface meaning
	Jonathan Swift’s ‘Tale of a Tub’, Gulliver’s Travels’ etc.

	07.
	Alliteration 
	অনুপ্রাস
	A figure of speech in which consonants, especially in the beginning of words, or stressed syllables are repeated.
	In S.T. Coleridge’s ‘Kubla Khan’: 
Five miles meandering with  a mazy motion

	08.
	Allusion 
	পরোক্ষ উল্লেখ
	An implicit reference, perhaps to another work of literature or art, to a person or an event.
	-

	09.
	Anecdote
	বাস্তব মজার কোন কাহিনী
	A brief account of or a story about  an individual or an incident
	-

	10.
	Annotation
	টীকা
	Textual comment in a book
	-

	11.
	Anonymous
	লেখকের নামবিহীন
	A piece of writing of which the name or identity of the writer or author is unknown
	Beowulf (Old English Poetry)

	12.
	Antagonist
	নাটক বা কাহিনীর মূল চরিত্র
	In a drama or fiction the character which opposes the hero or the protagonist
	In ‘Othello’ Iago is the antagonist

	13.
	Anthology
	বিভিন্ন লেখার সংকলন
	Collection of different writings
	-

	14.
	Anticlimax
	আকস্মিক পতন
	A sentence or statement in which the last part expresses something lower than the first
	-

	15.
	Antithesis
	বিপরীতধর্মী ধারণা
	Contrasting ideas sharpened by the use of opposite or noticeably different meanings
	Crafty men condemn studies; simple men admire them; and wise men use them

	16.
	Aphorism 
	প্রবচন
	A concise statement of truth or dogma
	-

	17.
	Archaism
	অপ্রচলিত শব্দ
	Refers to something old or obsolete
	-

	18.
	Autobiography
	আত্মজীবনী
	An account of a person’s life by him
	-

	19.
	Ballad
	কাহিনী সম্বলিত কবিতা বা গাঁথা 
	A song that tells a story and originally was a musical accompaniment to a dance; a kind of short narrative poem
	-

	20.
	Archaism
	অপ্রচলিত শব্দ
	Refers to something old or obsolete
	-

	21.
	Bibliography
	কোন একজন লেখক বা নির্দিষ্ট বিষয়ের গ্রন্থ ও রচনার তালিকা 
	A list of books, essays and monographs on a subject, or a list of the other works of a particular author
	-

	22.
	Blank Verse
	অমিত্রাক্ষর ছন্দ
	Consists of unrhymed five-stress lines
	-

	23.
	Burlesque
	কৌতুক বা পরিহাসের উদ্দেশ্যে রচিত বই বা সাহিত্যকর্ম
	A literary or dramatic work intended to excite laughter by extravagant contrast or caricature
	-

	24.
	Cacophony
	সুরের অমিল
	Dissonance; deliberate use of harsh sounds by writers to achieve a particular effect
	-

	25.
	Canto
	মহাকাব্যের বা অনুবিভাগের অংশ
	A subdivision of an epic or narrative poem
	-

	26.
	Caricature
	কোন চরিত্র কৌতুকের উদ্দ্যেশ্যে ব্যঙ্গকরণ

	In literature a portrait of a character which ridicules the person by exaggerating and distorting his most prominent features and characteristics
	Ben Johnson’s ‘The Alchemist’

	27.
	Catastrophe 
	বিপর্যয় ( বিশেষ করে বিয়োগাত্মক নাটকের শেষভাগে)
	The tragic last stage of a tragedy
	The Moor’s murder of Desdemona and his own suicide at the climax of ‘Othello’

	28.
	Catharsis
	আবেগমুক্তি
	Purgation arousing powerful feelings in the spectator and having a therapeutic effect
	-

	29.
	Chorus
	সমবেত সঙ্গীত; সঙ্গীতশিল্পীর দল
	A group of performers at a religious festival
	-

	30.
	Classic
	ধ্রুপদী
	A piece of writing possessing a standard of excellence and worthy of emulation
	-

	31.
	Cliché
	সস্তা বা গতানুগতিক কথাবার্তা
	A trite or overused expression which is lifeless
	-

	32.
	Climax
	কাহিনী বা নাটক প্রভৃতির শেষ ধাপ (চরম উত্তেজনাযুক্ত)
	The part of a story or play at which a crisis is reached and resolution achieved
	-

	33.
	Colloquialism
	কথ্য ভাষার ব্যবহার
	A colloquial form of speech
	-

	34.
	Comedy
	হাস্য-রসাত্মক লেখা 
	A play dealing with revel or merrymaking
	William Shakespeare’s ‘Measure for Measure’

	35.
	Connotation
	মূল অর্থের অতিরিক্ত অভিব্যক্তি
	The suggestion or implication evoked by a word or phrase
	-

	36.
	Couplet
	ছন্দোবদ্ধ ধারাবাহিক দুটি পংক্তি
	Two successive rhyming lines 
	-

	37.
	Dialect
	একটি শ্রেণীগোষ্ঠীর নিজস্ব ভাষা
	A language or manner of speaking peculiar to an individual or class or region
	-

	38.
	Didactic 
	শিক্ষমূলক
	Any work of literature which teaches
	

	39.
	Dirge
	শোকগীতি
	A funeral hymn; a song expressing grief or lament 
	Sir Philip Sidney’s ‘Arcadia’

	40.
	Effigy
	কুশপুত্তলিকা
	An image; a likeness of figures in sculpture, painting etc.
	-

	41.
	Elegy 
	শোকগাঁথা
	Any poem composed of death, war an similar themes
	-

	42.
	Epic 
	মহাকাব্য
	A long narrative poem, on a good scale, about the deeds of warriors and heroes
	Homer’s Iliad

	43.
	Epigram
	বুদ্ধিদীপ্ত উক্তি
	A witty statement in verse or prose which may be complimentary, satiric or aphoristic
	-

	44.
	Epigraph
	খোদাইকৃত কোন উক্তি
	An inscription on something or a writing on a coin or a quotation on the title page  or a motto heading a new section or paragraph 
	-

	45.
	Epilogue
	সাহিত্যকর্মের শেষ অংশ
	A poem or speech at the end of a play
	-

	46.
	Episode 
	কোন সুদীর্ঘ কাহিনীর অন্তর্গত উপাখ্যান
	An event or incident within a longer narrative  or a section into which a serialized work is divided
	-

	47.
	Epitaph
	সমাধিলিপি
	Inscription on a tomb or monument
	Dryden wrote on his wife:

Here lies my wife: here let her lie!

Now she’s at rest, and so am I. 

	48.
	Euphemism
	নেতিবাচক বক্তব্য ইতিবাচকভাবে উপস্থাপন
	The substitution of a mild and pleasant expression for a harsh and blunt one
	‘To pass away’ for ‘to die’

	49.
	Fable
	জীবজন্তুকে অবলম্বন করে রচিত কল্পকাহিনী
	A short narrative in prose or verse which points a moral. Non-human creatures or inanimate things are normally the characters
	-

	50.
	Farce
	প্রহসন
	Dramatic work with exaggerated actions merely to excite laughter
	-

	S.N.
	Literary Terms
	Bangla meaning
	English meaning
	Example/Comment

	51.
	Fiction
	কল্পকাহিনী
	A vague and general term for an imaginative usually in prose
	-

	52.
	Genre
	সাহিত্য রচনার শ্রেণীবিভাগ
	Literary type or class
	Epic, Tragedy, Comedy etc.

	53.
	Hamartia 
	নাটকের মূল চরিত্রের এক মস্ত ভুল
	Primarily, an error of judgement which may arise from ignorance or some moral shortcoming
	Oedipus kills his father from impulse and marries his mother out of ignorance

	54.
	Hymn
	ঈশ্বরবন্দনা
	Song in praise of God
	Homeric Hymn to Demeter

	55.
	Hyperbole
	অতিরঞ্জন
	A figure of speech which contains an exaggeration for emphasis
	In William Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’:

Here is the smell of blood still; all the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this little hand

	56.
	Interlude 
	নাটকের দুই অঙ্ক বা গীতিনাট্যের দুই দৃশ্যের মধ্যবর্তী পরিবেশিত সঙ্গীত
	A short musical entertainment given between acts of play
	-

	57.
	Jargon
	কোন পেশাগোষ্ঠীর বিশেষ শব্দসমষ্টি
	A mixture of two or more languages; private or technical vocabulary of a trade or profession
	-

	58.
	Limerick
	এক ধরণের হাস্য-রসাত্মক ছোট কবিতা
	A type of light verse consisting of five rhymed lines
	There was a young person of Mullion/Intent upon marrying bullion/By some horrible fluke/She jilted a duke/And had to elope with a scullion

	59.
	Lullaby
	ঘুম পাড়ানি গান
	A soothing bed-time song or chant to send a child to sleep
	-

	60.
	Lyric
	গীতিকবিতা 
	A kind of song expressing the feelings and thoughts of a speaker in a personal and subjective fashion
	-

	61.
	Manuscript
	পাণ্ডুলিপি
	Book written by hand 
	-

	62.
	Metaphor
	পরোক্ষ তুলনা করে কোন কিছুর বর্ণনা
	A figure of speech in which one thing is described in terms of another; an implicit comparison
	He is a lion.

	63.
	Metonymy
	বৈশিষ্ট্যসূচক কোন কিছু যা বর্ণিত ব্যক্তি বা বস্তুটিকে-ই নির্দেশ করে
	A figure of speech in which the name of an attribute or a thing is substituted for the thing itself
	‘The Bench’ for the judiciary itself

	64.
	Mime
	মূকাভিনয়
	A form of drama in which actors tell a story by gestures
	-

	65.
	Minstrel
	চারণকবি
	The original minstrels were itinerant musicians, professional entertainers, some of whom had fairly permanent positions in courts
	-

	66.
	Mock-epic
	মহাকাব্যের ধরণে ছোট কোন বিষয়-কে ব্যঙ্গ করে কোন লেখা 
	A work in verse employing the lofty manner, high and serious tone and the supernatural machinery to treat a trivial subject and theme in such a way as to make both subject and theme ridiculous
	Alexander Pope’s ‘The Rape of the Lock’ 

	67.
	Monologue
	নাটকের কোন চরিত্রের একক বক্তৃতা
	A single person speaking alone with or without an audience
	T. S. Eliot’s ‘Prufrock’

	68.
	Myth
	পৌরাণিক
	Anything uttered by word of mouth; a term of complex history and meaning; something legendary 
	-

	69.
	Ode 
	মহাকীর্তন করে রচিত কোন কবিতা
	A lyric poem usually of some length with ceremonious, lofty tone and style
	P. B. Shelley’s ‘Ode to the West Wind’

	70.
	Onomatopoeia
	আলোচ্য বস্তুর সাথে সংশ্লিষ্ট ধ্বনির অনুকরণে শব্দগঠন
	A figure of speech in which the sound reflects the sense
	Dong, Whizz

	71.
	Oxymoron
	বিশেষ ভাব প্রকাশের জন্য একসাথে পরস্পরবিরোধী শব্দের ব্যবহার
	A figure of speech which combines apparently contradictory words and meanings for a special effect
	As Lamb said:

‘I like a smuggler. He is the only honest thief’

	72.
	Panegyric
	প্রশংসা/স্তুতি
	Something written or spoken in praise of a distinguished person or event
	-

	73.
	Paradox
	বিশেষ অর্থ প্রকাশের জন্য আপাতদৃষ্টে পরস্পরবিরোধী শব্দের ব্যবহার

	An apparently self-contradictory (even absurd) statement which, on closer inspection, is found to contain a truth reconciling the conflicting opposites
	The sun itself is the dark simulacrum and light is the shadow of God 

	74.
	Paraphrase
	কোন লেখার শব্দান্তরিত প্রকাশ
	A version in other words of the sense of any passage or text
	-

	75.
	Parody
	কোন কিছুর ব্যঙ্গাত্মক অনুকরণ
	The imitative use of the words, style, attitude, tone and ideas of an author in such a way as to make them ridiculous
	-

	76.
	Personification
	প্রাণহীন কোনকিছুকে ব্যক্তিরূপে প্রকাশ করা
	The attribution of human qualities to inanimate objects
	-

	77.
	Play
	নাটক
	A dramatic work designed to be presented on a stage
	-

	78.
	Poetic Justice
	কাব্যিক ন্যায়বিচার
	In literature the idea that the evil are punished appropriately and the good rewarded as they should be
	-

	79.
	Précis
	সারমর্ম
	A summary or synopsis of a work; a shortened version of a passage
	-

	80.
	Preface
	কোন সাহিত্যকর্মের উপক্রমণিকা
	An introduction to a literary work
	Johnson’s ‘Preface to his Dictionary’

	81.
	Prologue
	কোন সাহিত্যকর্মের শুরুর অংশ
	‘before speech’ or the opening section of a literary work
	-

	82.
	Protagonist
	কোন নাটক বা সাহিত্যকর্মের মূল চরিত্র
	The principal actor or character
	Hamlet is the protagonist in Shakespeare’s ‘Hamlet’

	83.
	Psalm
	ধর্মীয় গান
	A sacred song or hymn
	-

	84.
	Pseudonym
	ছদ্মনাম
	A false name taken by an author; a pen-name
	-

	85.
	Pun
	শব্দ নিয়ে খেলা
	A figure of speech which involves a play upon words
	In Romeo and Juliet ‘Ask for me tomorrow and you shall find me a grave man’

	86.
	Saga
	বীর বা যোদ্ধার বীরগাঁথা সম্বলিত সাহিত্যকর্ম
	Medieval Scandinavian prose narratives usually about a famous hero or family or the exploits of heroic kings and warriors
	-

	87.
	Satire
	ব্যঙ্গাত্মক সাহিত্যকর্ম

	A writing in which wickedness or folly existing in a person or society is censured for rectification
	Jonathan Swift’s ‘Gulliver’s Travels’

	88.
	Simile
	কোন কিছুকে অন্য কিছুর গুণাবলির সাথে প্রত্যক্ষ তুলনা
	One thing is likened to another, in such a way as to clarify and enhance an image
	He is as strong as a lion.

	89.
	Sonnet
	চতুর্দশপদী কবিতা
	A poem consisting of fourteen lines
	-

	90.
	Tale
	গদ্য বা পদ্যাকারে লেখা কোন কাহিনী
	A narrative written in prose or verse or spoken
	-

	91.
	Tragedy
	বিয়োগাত্মক নাটক
	The imitation of an action that is serious and also, as having magnitude, complete in itself
	-

























































