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Narration 
 

Narration :e³vi Dw³‡K Bs‡iwR‡Z speech ev narration e‡j| Bs‡iwR‡Z speech ev narration ỳB cÖKvi| h_vt 1.  Direct 

Speech/narration, 2. Indirect speech/narration 

Reporting verb: Direct speech G e³vi K_v¸‡jv †h verb Gi mvnv‡h¨ cÖKvk Kiv nq Zv‡K Reporting Verb e‡j|  

Reported Speech: Direct speech G e³vi K_v¸‡jv hLb inverted comma Gi g‡a¨ cÖKvk cvq Zv‡K Reported Speech e‡j|  

Tense Gi cwieZ©b 

Direct Speech Indirect Speech 

Present Indefinite Past Indefinite 

Present Continuous Past Continuous 

Present Perfect Past Perfect 

Past Indefinite Past Perfect 

Past Continuous Past Perfect Continuous 

Past Perfect Past Perfect 

Future (shall/will) Future (should/would) 

Word/Phrase Gi cwieZ©b 

Direct Speech Indirect Speech 

This That 

These Those 

Now Then 

Here There 

Ago Before 

hence Thence 

Hither Thither 

Thus So 

Come Go 

Today That day 

The same day The following day/The next day 

Tomorrow The next day 

Yesterday The day before/the previous day 

Tonight That night 

Last night The night before/the previous night 

Next week The following week 

Yesterday morning The previous morning 

Tomorrow morning The next morning 
 

Assertive Sentence Gi Narration 

Reporting verb Gi cwie‡Z© tell e‡m| Z‡e object bv _vK‡j say envj _v‡K| Comma I inverted comma D‡V wM‡q that e‡m| Tense 

I Person h_v wbq‡g cwiewZ©Z n‡e|  

Example 

 Direct Speech: Munna said to Zuhan. “I shall come to you tomorrow.” 

 Indirect Speech :Munna told Zuhan that he would go to him the following day. 

Interrogative Sentence Gi Narration: 

 Reporting verb say Gi cwie‡Z© ask/enquire e‡m| cÖkœ‡evaK evK¨wU‡Z hw` WH-question word bv _vK‡j Zvn‡j comma D‡V 

if/whether e‡m| Wh-question _vK‡j Zv AcwiewZ©Z _v‡K| Avi indirect Kivi ci evK¨wU Assertive n‡q hvq|  

Example 

 Direct Speech: He said to me, “Have you passed?” 

 Indirect Speech : He asked me if I had passed. 

  

Lecture 

13 
 Narration 
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Imperative Sentence Gi Narration 

a)  Reporting speech Gi A_© I fvevbyhvqx say Gi cwie‡Z© order, command, request, advise, beg, ask, tell, BZ¨vw` e‡m| nu¨v 

†evaK ev‡K¨i †ÿ‡Î Comma I Inverted comma D‡V to e‡m Ges bv †evaK ev‡K¨i †ÿ‡Î not to e‡m| ev‡K¨ please _vK‡j D‡V hvq Zvi 

cwie‡Z© kindly Ges Sir Gi cwie‡Z© respectfully e‡m|  

Example 

 Direct Speech: I said, “Do it.” 

 Indirect Speech : I ordered to do it. 

 Direct Speech: He said the teacher, ‘Sir, give my book.” 

 Indirect Speech: He requested the teacher respectfully to give his book. 

b) Let Øviv imperative sentence ïiæ n‡j Ges Zv Øviv cÖ¯Íve †evSv‡j say Gi cwie‡Z© propose ev suggest nq, comma D‡V that e‡m 

Let D‡V subject Gi ci should e‡m evK¨wU Assertive n‡q hvq|  

Example 

Direct Speech: He said, “Let us have a walk.” 

Indirect Speech: He suggested that they should have a walk. 

Optative Sentence Gi Narration 

a) Reported speech Gi A_© I fve Abyhvqx say Gi cwie‡Z© wise/pray, comma DwV‡q that Ges subject Gi ci might ewm‡q evK¨wU 

‡KAssertive Ki‡Z nq|  

Example 

 Direct Speech: We said, “Long live Bangladesh”. 

 Indirect Speech : We wished that Bangladesh might live long 

b) ev‡K¨ good morning/evening _vK‡j say Gi cwie‡Z© wish Ges good bye/good night _vK‡j say Gi cwie‡Z© bid e‡m| D‡jøL¨ 

bid Gi past n‡”Q bade. 

Example 

 Direct Speech: Raju said, “Good morning, my friends.” 

 Indirect Speech :Raju wished his friends good morning. 

 Direct Speech: I said, “Good bye, my friends”. 

 Indirect Speech: I bade my friends good bye. 

 Exclamatory Sentence Gi Narration 

Say Gi cwie‡Z© Avb›` †evSv‡j exclaim in/with joy/delight/wonder/cry out in joy BZ¨vw` e‡m| Kgv DwV‡q that e‡m Ges Alas, ah 

etc. _vK‡j Zv ev` w`‡q evK¨wU‡K Assertive Ki‡Z nq| What ev how w`‡q evK¨, ïiæ n‡j G‡`i cwie‡Z© noun Gi c~‡e© great Ges 

adjective Gi c~‡e© very e‡m|  

Example 

 Direct Speech: He said, “Hurrah! we have won the match.” 

 Indirect Speech : He exclaimed with joy that they had won the match. 

Vocative Case Gi Narration 

Narration G KvD‡K m‡¤̂vab Ki‡j Zv‡K m¤¢e n‡j object G wb‡q Avmv, Zv‡K ev` †`qv A_ev Adressing w`‡q evK¨ ïiæ Kiv †h‡Z cv‡i| 

Example 

 Direct Speech: He said, “My friends, listen to me.” 

 Indirect Speech : Addressing them as his friends he requested them to listen to him. 

 OR, He requested his friends to listen to him. 

BCS Previous Questions 
01. Identify the correct sentences:   [46nd BCS] 

 (a) He has said to me that I will go but you will stay there in Dhaka. 

  (b) He has told me that he will go but I will stay here in Dhaka.  

 (c) He has told me that I would go but you would stay there in Dhaka.  

  (d) He has told me that he would go but I would stay here in Dhaka.   Ans.b 

02. What is the correct indirect form: He said, “You had better see a doctor.” [42nd BCS] 

 (a) He advised him to see a doctor  (b) He advised that he should see a doctor 

 (c) He suggested that he had seen a doctor  (d) He proposed to see a doctor. Ans.a 

03. Which one in the correct indirect narration.   [38th BCS] 

 “Why have you beaten my dog”? he said to me. 

 (a) He demanded me why had I beaten his dog (b) He asked me why I have had beaten his dog  

 (c) He enquired me why had I had beaten his dog (d) He demanded of me why I had beaten his dog Ans.d 

04. He said that he –––– be unable to come.   [29th BCS] 

(a) will (b) shall (c) should (d) would Ans.d 
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05. Choose the correct indirect speech –––– She asked me, ‘Are you happy in your new job?”  

 (a) She asked me if I was happy in my new job.           [27th BCS]  

 (b) She asked me if I have been happy in my new job.  

 (c) She asked me whether I am happy in my new job.    

 (d) She asked me if I had been happy in my new job.   Ans.a 

MCQ Episode 
1. Teacher said, “The earth –– round the sun. 

 a) moves b) moved c) has moved d) will be moving  Ans: a        

2. He said that he –––– the previous day. 

 a) has come b) had come c) came d) arrived  Ans: b        

3. He said “I went to khulna” (make it indirect sentence). 

 a) He said that he gone to khulna b) He said that he has gone to khulna 

 c) He said that he has gone to khulna d) He said that he had gone to khulna Ans:  d     

4. Halima –– that she would not attend the class next week. 

 a) tell her professors  b) said her professors 

 c) told her professors  d) is telling her professors  Ans:c 

5. He told, “Do the work.” 

 a) He said that do the work b) He requested doing the work  

 c) He asked to do the work d) He told doing the work  Ans:  c       

6. The boy said, “I am hungry.” The indirect speech is ––– 

 a) The boy said that he is hungry b) The boy said that he had been hungry  

 c) The boy said that he was hungry d) The boy says that he is hungry Ans: c        

7. Change the speech: The teacher said to me, “Respect your elders”. 

 a) The teacher ordered me to respect my elders  b) The teacher advised me to respect his elders.  

 c) The teacher advised me to respect my elders  d) The teacher advised me to respect your elders. Ans: c        

8. Choose the best indirect speech of the sentence: He said to me, “Please open the door”. 

 a) He asked me, let the door be opened.     b) He asked me please open the door  

 c) He requested me to open the door     d) He said to me to open the door.  Ans: c        

9. He said to her “What a cold day.” (Make it indirect) 

 a) He exclaimed that it was a very cold day           b) He told her that it was a cold day  

 c) He exclaimed sorrowfully that it was a cold day. d) He exclaimed that it was a cold day. Ans: a        

10. The indirect form of the sentence- Prity said to her mother, “I shall go to bed now” is–. 

 a) Prity told her mother that she would go to bed then  

 b) Prity told her mother that she will go to bed now  

 c) Farida told her mother that she should go to bed     

 d) Prity told mother that she will go to bed    Ans: a        

11. What is the Indirect Speech of the sentence- He said good morning Mr. Kamal. 

 a) He wished Mr. Kamal good morning b) He said Mr. Kamal good morning  

 c) He told Mr. Kamal good morning d) He had wished Mr. Kamal good morning  Ans: a     

12. Change the narration: He said to me ‘Let us go home together. 

 a) He propose to me to go home together b) He proposed to me that we should go home together  

 c) He asked me to home together d) He urged me to go home with him Ans: b       

13. He said “Friends, good bye.” The indirect form is –––. 

 a) He bade his friends good bye b) He told his good bye.  

 c) He said good bye to his friends d) He wished his friends good bye. Ans:  a      

14. Abid said to me, “I was ill” (Indirect) 

 a) Abid said to me that he was ill b) Abid told me that he had been ill  

 c) Abid told me that had been ill. d) Abid  told me that he has been ill. Ans:  b       

15. “What do you want?” she asked him. 

 a) She asked him what he wanted b) She asked him what he wants  

 c) She asked him what he wants d) She wanted him.  Ans: a        

16. Choose the direct speech of the sentence: She told me to stand up. 

 a) She said, “Do stand up” b) She said to me, “Stand up.”  

 c) She told, “Stand up”  d) She said me, “Stand up.” Ans: b        

17. He said to me, “Thank you”. 

 a) He thanked me   b) He had thanked me 

 c) He told me that thank you d) He wished thank to me  Ans:  a       
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18. Change the form of speech: They said, “We cannot live without air”. 

 a) They said that human cannot live without air b) They said that we cannot live without air   

 c) They said that it is not possible to live without air d) They realized that people could not live without air Ans: b 

19. Nafis said to Romel, “go away” evK¨wUi indirect speech n‡j. 

 a) Nafis asked Romel to go away b)  Nafis requested Romel to go 

 c) Nafis requested Romel to go away d) Nafis said Romel to go away Ans: d 

20. Choose the correct indirect of the following sentence: He said to me, “I don’t believe you”. 

 a) He said that he didn’t believe you b) He said he hadn’t believe me   

 c) He told me that he didn’t believe me d) He told me he wouldn’t believe me Ans: c 

21. The indirect speech of the sentence ‘Sally said to me, Please get me a drink is –  

 a) Sally told me to get a drink for her b) Sally inquired me to get her a drink   

 c) Sally told me to get a drink d) Sally inquired me to have a drink for her Ans: b 

22. Choose the correct indirect speech, He said, ‘Man is mortal’. 

 a) He said man is mortal  b)  He told that man been mortal 

 c) He said that man was mortal d) He said that man is mortal Ans: d 

23. He exclaimed sadly that he is undone. (Convert the sentence to direct speech) 

 a) He said, “Ah! I am undone.” b)  He said, “Alas! I am undone” 

 c) He said, “How sad! I am yet to do” d) He said, “What a pity, I am undone” Ans: b 

24. I wish it would rain, she said, The indirect narration is –– 

 a) She wished that it would rain b)  She wishes it will rain 

 c) She expect raining  d) None of the above  Ans: a 

25. I said, Do it. Which one is the indirect narration of this sentence? 

 a) I said that it should be done b) I said that let it be done 

 c) I said to do it.   d) I ordered to do it.  Ans: d 

26. He said, I shall be a doctor. Its indirect form is –– 

 a) He said he should be a doctor b) He said that he will be a doctor 

 c) He said that he would be a doctor d) He said that I would be a doctor Ans: c 

27. Shariar says that he did not go. The direct form of this sentence is ––– 

 a) Shariar says, “He did not go.” b) Shariar says, “I do not go.” 

 c) Shariar says, “I have not gone” d) Shariar says, “I did not go” Ans: d 

28. Change the narration. The captain says, “Company move forward.” 

a) The captain commands the company to move forward  

b) The captain commands to move the company forward 

c) The captain commands the company for a forward move  

d) The captain requests the company to move forward  Ans: a 

29. Identify the direct sentence of “He said to me that I might come with him. 

a) He said to me. “You may come with me” b) He said to me, “I may come with him”   

c) He said to me, “He may go with him” d) He said to me, “He can go with him.” Ans: a 

30. “Come here”, Choose the correct indirect speech. 

a) He told come here  b) He told me to go there 

c) He ordered that I go there  d) He is as good as I  Ans: b 

31. The direct speech form for “He requested that he might be allowed to come in’’. 

 a) He requested me, Let him allowed to come in.   b) He said, May I come in.   

 c) He asked, Let me allow to come in. d) He said, Let me to come in. Ans: b 

32. I said to him, If I were you, I should wait, What does it mean? 

 a) I’m advising him to proceed b)  I advised him to wait 

 c) I am recommending him proceed d) I advised him to stop the journey Ans: b 

33. I wish it would rain, she said, The indirect narration is –– 

 a) She wished that it would rain b)  She wishes it will rain 

 c) She expect raining  d) None of the above  Ans: a 

34. Anis said ‘I must write a letter” The indirect speech is –– 

 a) Anis said he must write a letter b)  Anis said he had to write a letter 

 c) Anis said that he must write a letter d) Anis said that he had to write a letter Ans: d 
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Home Work 
1. He said to her, “What a cold day! The indirect speech of this. 
 a) He told that it was a cold day  b) He exclaimed that it was a cold day. 

 c) He proposed that they would go for a walk  d) He exclaimed that it was a very cold day. Ans: d 

2. The indirect form of the sentence ‘He said, “Let us go for a walk” is ––. 
 a) He said that they must go for a walk b) He suggested that we should go for a walk   

 c) He proposed that they would go for a walk     d) He proposed to go for a walk Ans: b 

3. Turn the direct form of speech: Rimi said that her brother was getting married. 
 a) Rimi said, “Her brother is getting married”   b) Rimi told, “Her brother is getting married.”   

 c) Rimi said, “My brother is getting married”   d) Rimi said, “My brother was getting married” Ans: c 

4. He said, “I have been working since sunrise”. (Make it indirect speech.) 
 a) He said that he had been working since sunrise      b) He said that he has worked for sunrise. 

 c) He said that he been working since sunrise      d) He said that he is working Ans: a 

5. Change the narration. He said to me, “Let us go home together.” 
 a) He asked me to home with him. b) He proposed to me to home together. 

 c) He proposed to me that we should go home together  

 d) He asked me to go home together   Ans: c 

6. Which one is the correct narration. He told, ‘Do the work’ 
 a) He said that do the work b) He ordered to do the work 

 c) He requested doing the work d) He told doing the work Ans: b 

7. Which one is correct. He said to me, “May you be happy.” 
 a) He told that I might be happy b) He reported that I might be happy 

 c) He said that I might be happy d) He wished that I might be happy Ans: d 

8. Put the following sentence into indirect narration: “You had better not leave your room inlocked”, said 

my friends. 
 a) My friends asked me not to leave my room unlocked      

 b) My friends reminded me to lock my room.   

 c) My friends advised me to lock my room.     

 d) My friends warned me not to leave my room unlocked.  Ans: d 

9. The teacher said to me, May you pass the examination. It’s indirect form is –– 
 a) The teacher prayed I could pass the examination  

 b) The teacher wished that I may have passed the examination   

 c) The teacher wished that I might pass the examination  

 d) The teacher prayed that I might have passed the examination  Ans: c 

10. Choose the indirect speech of the following: He said, Would that I were rich. 
 a) He wished he would be rich b)  He said that he were rich 

 c) He wished that he had been rich d) He said would that he were rich Ans: c 

11. He said to me, When did you come here? the indirect narration of the sentence is––. 
 a) He asked me when I have gone here b) He asked me when I had gone there   

 c) He asked me when I had come there d) He asked me when I went ther. Ans: b 

12. Choose the correct change of narration. Mother said to me, I saw her. 
 a) Mother told me that he has seen her b) Mother told me that she had seen her   

 c) Mother tells me that she had seen her d) Mother told me that she saw her. Ans: b 

13. He said to me. “I am ready”. (Indirect) 
 a) He told me that he is ready b)  He told me that he was ready 

 c) He told me that I am ready d) He told me that I will be ready Ans: b 

14. Help! Help!, shouted the boy. (Indirect) 
 a) The boy shouted help, help b)  The boy told others help. 

 c) The boy shouted for help. d) The boy told others shouting to help. Ans: c 

15. “I wish it would rain”, she said, The indirect narration is –– 
 a) She wished that it would rain b)  She wishes it will rain 

 c) She expect raining  d) None of the above  Ans: a 

16. Choose the correct indirect speech. She asked me, “Are you happy in your new job?” 
 a) She asked me if I was happy in my new job b) She asked me if I have been happy in my new job   

 c) She asked me when I am happy in my new job d) She asked me if had happy in my new job Ans: a 
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17. You said to me, “Why were you absent?” (Make it an indirect speech) 
 a) You asked me why I had been absent b)  You told me why I had been absent 

 c) You asked me why had I been absent d) You told me why had I been absent Ans: a 

18. Change the speech. “What do you want?” She asked him 
 a) She asked him what he wanted  b) She asked him what he wants   

 c) She asks him what he wants. d) She wanted him.  Ans: a 

19. We prayed that that she –––– able to return in time. 
 a) Will be b)  may be c) would be d) being Ans: c 

20. Which of the following is a correct sentence? 
 a) I asked Karim that he had passed b) He asked Karim had he passed   

 c) I asked Karim he had passed d) I asked Karim if he had passed Ans: d 

21. He said ‘I met her long ago” The correct indirect speech is: 
 a) He said that he met her long ago b) He said that he was met her long ago   

 c) He said that he was met her long ago d) He said that he had met her long ago Ans: d 

22. Indirect speech of the sentence, I said to him, “will you come tomorrow?” is: I asked him if ____. 
 a) He would come the next day b)  He would go the next day 

 c) He came the next day  d) He comes next day  Ans: b 

23. Choose the correct reported speech for the sentence. If I were you I’d wait, I said 
 a) I advised him to wait  b) I ordered him to wait 

 c) I requested him to wait d) I told him to wait  Ans: b 

24. Kabir said, “I must write a letter.” 
 a) Kabir said, he must write a letter b) Kabir told that he must write a letter   

 c) Kabir said that he had to write a letter d) Kabir said that he must had written a letter Ans: c 

25. Teacher said to me, “May God bless you.” 
 a) Teacher wished so that may God bless me   b) Teacher prayed so that may God bless me.   

 c) Teacher prayed that God might bless me.     d) Both a and b  Ans: c 

26. Choose the direct speech of the sentence: She told us to hurry up.” 
 a) She said, “Do hurry up.” b)  She said to us, “Hurry up.” 

 c) She told, Hurry up.”  d) She said us, “Hurry up.” Ans: b 

27. He said “I have been working since sunrise. Make it indirect speech. 
 a) He said that he had been working since sunrise       b) he said that he has worked for sunrise   

 c) He said that he has been working since sunrise  d) He said that he is working Ans: a 

28. Which one is the correct narration. He told “Do the work.” 
 a) He said that do the work b)  He asked to do the work 

 c) He requested doing the work d) He told doing the work Ans: b 

29. Which one is correct: He said to me, “May you be happy.” 
 a) He told me that I might be happy b) He reported that I might be happy   

 c) He said that I might be happy d) He wished that I might be happy Ans: d 

30. Choose the indirect speech of the following: He said, “Would that I were rich.” 
 a) He wished he would be rich b)  He said that he were rich 

 c) He wished that he had been rich d) He said would that he were rich Ans: c 

31. He said to me, “I am ready.” (Indirect) 
 a) He told me that he is ready b)  He told me that he was ready 

 c) He told me that I am ready d) He told me that I will be ready Ans: b 

32. “I wish it would rain, she said. The indirect narration is ––– 
 a) She wished that it would rain b)  She wished that it would rain 

 c) She wished that it would be raining d) None  Ans: b 

33. You said to me. “Why were you absent?’ (Make it indirect speech) 
 a) You asked me why I had been absent b) You told me why I had been absent   

 c) You asked me why I have been absent d) You told me why had I been absent Ans: a 


